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Day 1  Friday 07 October: Miranda, South Pantanal  
Our trip starts at São Paulo Airport where I met the group and we flew on to Campo Grande, the capital of 
Mato Grosso do Sul state and gateway to the Southern Pantanal. On arrival, a van was waiting to take us to 
our lodge.  
 
We drove on a paved road for an hour or so with not much to see, but what happened on the dust road 
into the lodge was extraordinary. First we spotted the first blue-and-yellow macaws of the trip, but then 
something really unexpected happened. Over a period of no more than an hour we spotted 16 giant 
anteaters! The icing on the cake was a really close view of a female with a baby on its back! Hundreds of 
pictures later, we also had astonishing views of yellow armadillo and red-legged seriema - what a fantastic 
start! On reaching our lodge we were welcomed by the manager and as soon as we could get ready we 
jumped into a boat. On our way to the river we saw yellow-chevroned parakeet, picui ground dove, ruddy 
ground dove and had amazing views of hyacinth macaws flying around and eating at a feeder in front of the 
dining room.  
 
On the river our guide was very careful to position the boat in just the right position for us to take photos, 
and the first species we saw were anhinga, blue-throated piping guan, a pair of rusty-backed spinetails 
feeding by the side of the river, six Amazonian motmots, and - after a few minutes of chasing it - we 
managed a great view of a helmeted manakin – a gorgeous bird! 
 
On the way back two boat-billed herons out in the open and a pair of capped herons on top of a dead tree 
made a wonderful end to the day. The sun was setting while a distant flock of nacunda nighthawks flew 
over as we went through the day’s sightings. 
 
Day 2  Saturday 08 October: Miranda, South Pantanal  
A pre-breakfast walk in the garden made a good start to the day, with boat-billed flycatcher, black-capped 
tytyra, chaco chachalaca, shiny cowbird, buff-necked ibis, the migratory, bright red and black vermillion 
flycatcher, and many other birds. 
 



 
 

After breakfast we boarded an open vehicle and drove to a nearby campsite were we spotted blue-
crowned trogon, Amazonian motmots, the common but pretty scaled ground dove, a white-fronted 
woodpecker at a feeder, an orange-backed troupial, our first chestnut-eared aracari, a crested beccard that 
was attracted by our taped birdsong, a golden-collared macaw on the nest, and a white-rumped monjita 
out in the open. 
 
We carried on to a lagoon where, among the species we saw, were common tody-flycatcher, Amazon 
kingfisher, the pretty whistling heron, striated heron and - after a short search - a group of blue-and-yellow 
macaws feeding on a tree. 
 
On our afternoon outing we spotted plumbeous Ibis, a burrowing Owl close to its nest, fork-tailed 
flycatcher, and capybaras with babies in a nearby pond. As we drove a giant anteater and a pair of pampas 
deer approached very close. The sight of some greater rheas walking past the deer made a perfect photo - 
nice shots indeed! After that we visited a jabiru nest with two very curious chicks that flew down to within 
just three metres of our vehicle. As the sun was setting, a grey monjita on a fence wire and a skulking 
yellowish pipit were our last wildlife encounters of the day - or so we thought – until our guide spotted 
nine-banded armadillo searching for food in the grass. We were even more surprised to find a southern 
tamandua hiding in a bush; it walked slowly towards us while a crab-eating fox approached very close at 
the same time. At the end of the day we went to a special stake-out for black-banded owl and, after just a 
few minutes, two showed up and posed for us. What a great finale to a wonderful day! 
 
Day 3 - Sunday 09 October: Campo Grande  
This morning we drove to a different area of the ranch where some special species are found. In the marshy 
area we visited, we saw a scarlet-headed blackbird, rusty-collared seedeater and lots of wood storks, and 
there were limpkins walking around the ponds and hiding in the reeds. As we were enjoying these birds, a 
sudden movement in the grass caught our attention, and a southern tamandua walked right in front of us! 
On the way to the ponds we enjoyed the elegant soaring flight of plumbeous and snail kites, and spotted a 
group of collared pecaries just 50 metres away from us. As the day passed we kept adding new species, 
such as rufous casiornis and crowned slaty-flycatcher. Then a forest walk produced good views of green-
barred woodpecker and great rufous woodcreeper, and a male little woodpecker. On arriving back at the 
lodge we were surprised by a red-legged seriema visiting the feeders. 
  
In the afternoon we took another boat ride. We headed off upriver, but it was a quiet afternoon with few 
birds calling. Nevertheless we had good photo opportunities for boat-billed and capped heron, a rufescent 
tiger heron in a nest with a chick, plus good views of blue-throated piping guan and a plumbeous kite 
perching. We ended the day by driving back to Campo Grande, but not before catching a crab-eating 
raccoon in the spotlight as we left the lodge. 
 
Day 4 - Monday 10 October: Serra das Araras  
This morning we flew from Campo Grande to Cuiabá. On arrival a bus was waiting to take us to the Serra 
das Araras. This area in known for its great bird diversity as it lies at the southern extremity of the Amazon 
Forest. We arrived in time for lunch and had our usual lucky break when we started birding.  
 
Almost as soon as we set off we were amazed by a pair of red-and-green macaws that were perching and 
playing with each other on a tree right in front of the lodge. There were also some really good birds in the 
garden. We saw - amongst others - black-tailed trogon, white-faced and muscovy ducks, least grebe, 
solitary sandpiper, ferruginous pygmy owl, straight-billed and buff-throated woodcreepers. 
 
Day 5 - Tuesday 11 October: Serra das Araras  
The first new species of the morning was a grey-lined hawk, followed by a pair of dusky-headed parakeets 
on their nest. We continued birding in a nearby forest and in mid-morning found a black-and-white hawk-
eagle soaring above our heads, close enough for us to appreciate the majesty of this powerful raptor. The 



 
 

rest of the morning was spent trying to locate the nest of a crowned solitary eagle that was found last year, 
but without success.  
 
In the afternoon we went down the main road in search of point-tailed palm creeper and red-bellied 
macaw, and this time achieved our aim. Other birds such as short-tailed swift, swallow-wing, toco toucan, 
rusty-margined flycatcher, masked tityra, grassland sparrow, and many more showed too. 
 
Day 6 - Wednesday 12 October: Rio Clara  
When we woke it was pouring with rain. We waited for it to stop and, as soon as the mist cleared and the 
rain was lighter, we hit the road to go birding. Our objective was to walk a forest trail, but conditions 
underfoot were not good. As the rain persisted and the mist was really thick in some places, we decided to 
go back to the lodge and pack for our next destination: the Pantanal. 
 
After a pleasant lunch we set off down the famous 145-kilometre-long Transpantaneira Highway, which 
crosses 124 bridges on its way deep into the biggest wetland on Earth. En route we stopped at a pond to 
look at a sunbittern walking and feeding, when we suddenly became aware of something lurking nearby. 
One of the group shouted “snake!”, and there it was - a beautiful false water cobra moving from side to 
side as it swam next to the sunbittern. Some more birds such as jabiru, little blue heron, rusty-collared 
seedeater, Amazon and ringed king fisher were just prelude to the days ahead. 
 
On arrival at the lodge, a boat was waiting for us. We embarked at around 1600 in hope of getting some 
good sightings and photos - and succeeded on both counts. First we saw the endemic chestnut-bellied 
guan, anhingas, black skimmers, and great black and black-collared hawks fishing on the river. But the best 
was still to come when we saw the firstjJaguar of the trip! A beautiful female walked slowly along the shore 
as if we weren’t there. What a great wildlife encounter! 
 
By this time, the band-tailed nighthawks were flying overhead, telling us that night was approaching and it 
was the end of another great day. 
 
Day 7 - Thursday 13 October: Rio Clara  
Another early morning walk in the lodge grounds produced birds such as laughing falcon, limpkin, narrow-
billed woodcreeper, nanday parakeets and more. But we had another boat ride planned for the morning, so 
went back for breakfast and after re-energising, soon found ourselves back on the river sailing past 
anhingas, neotropical cormorants and egrets. Among the new birds we spotted were bananaquit, piratic 
flycatcher with its noticeable call, and red-throated piping guan, and we had great opportunities for 
kingfisher pictures. Suddenly we saw a large black head in the river… Was it a capybara? No way! It was a 
jaguar! We got a great view of this female crossing the river and struggling to get through a patch of water 
hyacinths as she tried to climb the bank.  
 
Afterwards we saw new birds such as buff-breasted wren and Mississippi kites flocking above our heads to 
start their migration. This was more than enough for a morning, but it wasn’t all! On the way back we took 
a backroad and saw chestnut-vented conebill, chotoy and rufous-fronted spinetail, a female black-throated 
mango and a white-winged beccard to mention but a few. Another great morning! 
 
In the afternoon we went for a drive along the Transpantaneira with good views of crimson-crested 
woodpecker, some other birds, and lots of marsh deer grazing in the fields. We got some great views of 
South America’s biggest deer through the ‘scope and felt like having an ice-cream to celebrate. After all, 
why not…? So we stopped at a lodge beside the Pixaim River and sat on a verandah beside the river to 
enjoy our treat, while watching yellow-billed cardinals, greyish saltators, saffron finches and shiny cowbirds 
feasting at the feeders. Then it was time to head back, and using the spotlight within the first hundred 
metres we found a tiny Brazilian rabbit, then a red brocket-deer, a crab-eating raccoon, and a little nightjar 
that perched in a bush very close to us, as it sang in response to our recorded call. 
 



 
 

Day 8 - Friday 14 October: Porto Joffre  
As usual, we started with a pre-breakfast birdwalk on a forest trail. Our first bird of the day was a blue-
crowned trogon that one of the group spotted, then a Matto Grosso antwren calling in a bush near a small 
pond, plus some other species, but we felt in need of coffee and tropical fruit so returned to the lodge for 
some breakfast, while we enjoyed the capuchin monkeys playing in the garden. After breakfast we drove 
along the Transpantaneira without much luck as by 0800 the temperature was 31º Celsius! We decided to 
return to the lodge, but not give up.  
 
A short, shady trail just behind the lodge was the perfect excuse to carry on birding. Our efforts paid off, as 
just as we started on the trail a pale-crested woodpecker was foraging in a big tree, giving us great views of 
its plumage and behaviour. Within a few minutes walk other birds such as forest elaenia, striped-neck tody-
tyrant, and an elusive white-lored spinetail showed up – but by this time it was really hot, so we decided to 
go back to our rooms and cool down.  
 
Soon after lunch we set off south along the Tranpantaneira for Porto Jofre, crossing lots of bridges with 
egrets and herons standing sentinel. At our first stop we were amazed by the size of a monk parakeet nest. 
These birds build a huge communal nest with different chambers, and are the only parrot-like birds in the 
world to do this. At our next stop at an abandoned house we spotted a pair of bat falcons that posed for us, 
and we all agreed how beautiful this bird was!  
 
We continued south to a bridge that had a lot of birds, including - just a few metres away - a pair of 
southern screamers. We had great views of this huge bird that is related to the duck family, and an 
opportunity to walk for a while, during which we saw a great-horned owl perching, a pair of ashy-headed 
greenlets, and the tiny and beautiful common tody-tyrant. Eventually we reached Porto Jofre in time to 
have a shower and get ready for a good dinner. Tomorrow our search for jaguar starts! 
 
Day 9 - Saturday 15 October: Porto Joffre  
A big day as the search for our main target was about to start. And, although we didn’t know it at the time, 
there was good news in store as within three minutes of setting off in our boat, we spotted our first jaguar! 
Not the longest view ever, but a good one of a female on the riverbank. 
 
But that was to be only a starter, as a few minutes later we spotted a male walking along the riverbank – 
something that proved to be the ultimate jaguar watching experience. This huge male walked quite close to 
our boat for a long time, crossing open areas and through grass and then swimming! It was a thrilling sight! 
But then, as we were concentrating on following his movements, we realised that something was else 
moving in the undergrowth. He stopped suddenly and started growling. After some violent movement and 
more noise, we made out the head of a second jaguar! A female walking in the opposite direction had met 
this wonderful male. They both evidently decided that it wasn’t worth engaging in a ‘discussion’ and just 
kept walking along the riverbank. What an experience!  
 
That afternoon we decided to go after another magnificent mammal: the giant otter. We followed the 
Piquirí River for 20 minutes until we found a group of otters swimming and calling each other. Another 
success! As the afternoon passed we saw other wildlife, such as a white-tailed hawk, little cuckoo, yellow-
billed and large-billed terns and then again: a female jaguar walking slowly along an open beach, as the 
orangey rays of the setting sun illuminated her - the perfect setting for hundreds of pictures!  
 
Day 10 - Sunday 16 October: Porto Jofre   
Next morning we were back on the river early to search for jaguars. As we navigated different streams we 
admired the smooth flight of the southern rough-winged and white-winged swallows, and the short but 
fast runs of a gorgeous pied plover on a sandy beach. A short while later we had yet another jaguar sighting 
- the same beautiful male as on Day 9 walking in the river. After more pictures of birds and capybaras, we 
headed back to the lodge for lunch. It’s hard to believe that by the end of the morning we had seen nine 
different individual jaguars on the trip! 



 
 

 
After lunch we changed direction and headed upriver. This area is better for birding as the river is 
narrower. We were on our own, with no other boats around, and everything was very quiet… but then new 
birds started to show up! We saw white-wedged piculet, the endemic large-billed antwren, and got really 
close views of a spectacled owl at its nest!  
 
We also got better views of some birds we had seen before, such as pale-legged hornero, rusty-backed 
spinetail, black vultures on the beach, and a king vulture perched on a nearby tree – all of which added to 
our enjoyment of this lovely place. Then it was time to return to the lodge, and as we sailed along the river 
with the sun going down, the usual shows started with band-tailed nighthawks and greater bulldog bats 
bringing another great day to an end. 
 
Day 11 - Monday 17 October: Piuval 
We decided to spend the morning wandering around Porto Jofre before driving to the wetlands and bridges 
along the southernmost part of the Transpantaneira. 
 
We started by walking around the pond behind the hotel, where the floating lilypads were very scenic, and 
a pair of southern screamers and some Picui ground doves and a cattle tyrant made a good early morning 
starter. We then got into our vehicle and drove just a few hundred metres to a road surrounded by forest. 
Here, we saw new species such as plain antvireo, buff-breasted wren, and had amazing views of an 
undulated tinamou crossing the road after we whistled in imitation of its voice. Sightings of both a female 
and a male great antshrike, some capuchin monkeys playing among the palm trees, and a hard-to-identify 
juvenile bicoloured hawk and some other birds made us feel good enough to head off in search of other 
birds.  
 
Back in the vehicle, we continued north along the Transpantaneira to some bridges. Although it was only a 
short drive, by the time we reached the bridges the sun was starting to burn. We saw Pantanal caimans, 
wattled jacanas, barred antshrikes, some other common but pretty birds, plus a new species for the trip - 
the white-bellied seedeater - but the lack of shade drove us back to the van. It was really hot, but on the 
way back we resolved not to give up and headed to a forest road. This proved a good decision as one of the 
first birds we encountered was a rusty-fronted tody-flycatcher with some nesting material as it perched 
really close to us. Then another new species showed up: an elusive dark-billed cuckoo sitting still in a 
nearby tree, and then another: a variegated flycatcher.  
 
So, although it was a really hot morning, we got a lot of new species! Back at the hotel we had enough time 
to pack, have a shower and rest for a while before lunch.  
 
After lunch, we drove for 130 kilometres to our final lodge, stopping only for good photo opportunities – 
such as an amazing close view of a male marsh deer grazing in a pond right next to the road! 
 
After dinner we went on a night drive and had chances to see great horned owl, common pauraque, boat-
billed heron, crab-eating fox, and even a black false boa crossing one of the sandy tracks. 
 
Day 12 - Tuesday 18 October: Depart  
Early morning wake-up in order to reach Cuiabá airport on time to check in for our flight to São Paulo. Then 
it was time to say goodbye – hope to see you on another adventure! 
 
  



 
 

Weather: 
As expected, quite hot in the middle of the day, but ok in the early morning and evening. No rain except for 
one day. 
 
Species Seen: 
Birds:  241 species including 22 raptors and 14 parrot species.  
Mammals:  20 species with nine individual jaguars and 19 giant anteaters! 


