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One of the curiosities surrounding Iberian lynx distribution, are the similarities and differences between the 
two areas we visit on this tour, which are those where the last individuals survived in the wild before the 
current slow recovery started. Both Andújar and Doñana are/were primarily private large game hunting 
estates (for red deer, fallow deer and wild boar, plus mouflon in Andújar) with less or no emphasis on the 
general hunting of European rabbits or red-legged partridges, which is so widespread amongst 'normal' 
hunters in the rest of Spain. They also contain a very similar suite of trees and bushes (lentisc and mastic 
trees, stone pine, strawberry tree, heath-like low scrub) plus abundant open ground. Bizarrely, they are 
also the focal point for the two largest mass pilgrimages in the country, with 750 thousand attending the 
former and 1.5 million the latter!! However, the topography couldn't be more different, with steep rocky 
slopes around Andújar and an almost dead flat landscape in Doñana. 
  



 
 

 

A large male radio-collared Iberian lynx in Doñana National Park, resting after a venison lunch! 
©John L. Muddeman 

 
 
 
Saturday 21 October 2017 
Fly to Seville & transfer to Andújar; evening excursion to El Encinarejo. 
Generally fine and warm with broken cloud early p.m. reducing to 2/8 by dusk. Max. 25ºC 
We met at Seville airport and, after picking up our rental vehicle, were off in good time. The weather was a 
far cry from the wet and chilly conditions in the UK, staying that way throughout the tour. Not much was 
noted en route, though a few Western cattle egrets, common buzzards, red kites, Western marsh harriers, 
common ravens and flocks of the ubiquitous spotless starlings were of note. 
 
After a drink and quick shop for picnic ingredients in Andújar, where a distant pale morph booted eagle was 
just made out by a couple of the party, we headed up to our accommodation in the hills. After quickly 
settling in, we took a picnic in the shade on the patio between our apartments given that the restaurant 
was packed-out with diners... Luxury! A few griffon vultures circling over were a good introduction to the 
birdlife. 
 
Teaming up with a couple of friends who were scouting out the area, and who by pure chance happened to 
have arrived a few minutes before us, we headed down towards the Jándula river. After a first stop at the 
Pilgrim's Viewpoint, where a distant blue rock thrush was a black silhouette, our first Iberian magpies flitted 
between the stone pines and noisy Iberian green woodpeckers called loudly but refused to show, we 
continued, and close to the river drove slowly along a track, looking for wildlife was we went. The first of 
several red deer was noted, though plenty of small birds were present in and under the riverside small-



 
 

leaved ash trees, including the rather dusky local race of long-tailed tit, and single short-toed treecreeper 
and a late migrant pied flycatcher got us off to a great start. 
 
Short stops and scans at a few spots were made as we continued, including one where four adult Spanish 
imperial eagles were circling and noisily interacting and a Eurasian sparrowhawk passed close by, another 
where a golden eagle circled up before drifting off downriver, and ended with another at a small footbridge 
over the river. Here, looking down over the water we noted our first grey and white wagtails, two common 
kingfishers a brief Cetti's warbler, and a surprise juvenile black-crowned night heron which was roosting in 
willows! A rock sparrow on a wire perched long enough for good scope views as well, while several Spanish 
terrapins were paddling around in the river below us. 
 
Several "V"s of great cormorants passed over towards dusk, though returning before dark, we also made a 
special stop to enjoy the fabulous sunset, and to our delight, a superb Eurasian eagle-owl called from a rock 
pinnacle on the skyline, silhouetted black against an orange and pink background. A magic end to a very 
long day for some. 
 
Sunday 22 October 2017 
The La Lancha track x2, including the Jándula Dam early afternoon after picnic. 
Very fine with occasional light cloud. Max. 27ºC. 
After breakfast at 8am, we departed an hour later, taking the long track out towards the main Iberian lynx 
watching area. Indeed we did this twice during the day, first slowly, including a drive right to the end by the 
impressive Jándula Dam, but also part of the way much more quickly for a late afternoon session. 
 
All sorts of birds and other wildlife were noted as we went, though first we had to be allowed through a 
considerable gathering of hunters, preparing to unleash their firepower on the local deer on one of the 
huge local estates. Once past the gathering we moved on quite quickly, and continued past a collection of 
impressive fighting bulls in order to get beyond the estate entrance. From here we cruised slowly along, 
suddenly turning right to run along the side of a huge slope where we stopped. The extensive vistas from 
this area down over the Jándula Valley and towards the Sanctuary, perched high on a hilltop opposite, are 
impressive, though somewhat daunting in their scope. However, but we persisted, and after a while, began 
to "get our eyes in" to judge size on the different ridges better in our search for a lynx. 
 
It's always good when you can spot a few red-legged partridges and European rabbits, since if they are 
active, then the cats are likely to be too, plus the fact that lynx are larger and so presumably more visible 
still! It's hard work to keep scanning the rocks and ridges ail the time, so once hunting had started and also 
good thermals were present, our attention was strongly diverted for a while as two flocks containing 50+ 
griffon vultures in each circled out, the first also containing a juvenile Spanish imperial eagle near the 
bottom and each with a few cinereous vultures in tow as well, before they merged and then all finally 
drifted off. 
 
Unluckily, and unknown to us at the time, we were in the wrong spot, as two other observers, just a few 
hundred metres away behind us were extremely fortunate when they spotted a presumed female Iberian 
lynx, running at full pelt across a hillside above them, which seconds later dropped down and hurtled across 
the main track and straight through the fence bordering it, before dropping quickly down the slope and into 
cover on the quiet slopes below us all. Not only that, but having seen a group of cyclists go past, then return 
over an hour later, it was astonishing to find fresh Iberian lynx prints over their cycle tracks. So one had 
walked a little way along the track a few hundred metres in front, while another crossed in a hurry behind, 
almost simultaneously! 
 
A gorgeous little owl sat sunning itself in a small tree gave great views, and three "toodle-oo"-ing woodlarks 
flitted past, though we finally pulled ourselves away to take our leisurely picnic at a raised viewpoint with 
fine views up the valley, including reservoir, to the N, enjoying the fine weather. Another fine break was 
taken down at the dam itself, where massed Eurasian crag and a few common house martins adorned the 



 
 

central tower and below us, in the shade beside the river, a few female Spanish ibex, some with young, 
rested on the rocks. Some, despite being in full view, were remarkably difficult to spot. A pair of flighty red-
billed choughs "chuffed", they being far easier to hear for most of us, than see, against the harshly sunlit 
rockfaces, though the flighty black redstarts were much more easy to spot, as almost daily for the rest of 
the tour and a male blue rock thrush sneaked off (as they often do) to hide in some huge boulders on the 
steep shore of the draw-down zone of the reservoir edge. 
 
We headed back to the accommodation for a break during the mid-afternoon lull. This was enough time for 
a couple of the party to also spot a couple of Alpine swifts cruising round over the apartments and a couple 
of large Iberian pool frogs in an abandoned swimming pool, while we all saw a fine hawfinch perched and 
feeding in a tree on the edge of the restaurant car park. 
 
We returned later for an hour or so. brief stops were made for red and fallow deer en route, including some 
fine male fallow bucks with their palmate antlers. This time, in order to get the best light, we headed 
straight for one of the main viewpoints used by lynx watchers. Despite lovely views, there was no sign of 
movement again, so we headed back, opting to head almost straight in for our 8.30pm dinner. 

 
Monday 23 October 2017 
La Lancha track, Jándula Dam. Sanctuary & El Encinarejo p.m. 
Very fine and sunny. Max. 26ºC. 
Having heard about our near miss with the fleeing lynx over a beer in the bar the previous evening, we 
again tried for Iberian lynx along the main track, again starting breakfast in the dark at 8am, and leaving in 
the light at 9am, stopping near the bull-rearing fields allowed us to enjoy a few of the numerous small birds 
around, including common stonechat, corn buntings, meadow pipits and a tree-full of Eurasian hoopoes! At 
least 8 were perched in the dead branches at one point, forming a colourful scene. A few cinereous vultures 
and Iberian magpies, a fly-over Eurasian jay, plus a male great spotted woodpecker working a wooden 
electricity pole and a couple of fly-by and then briefly perched Iberian green woodpeckers were of most 
note here, but once the sun got a little hot and after another short walk, we headed down to the dam again 
for another look. 
 
The Spanish ibex were still in their spot by the river, rather than up on the exposed and extremely dry slopes, 
while a short walk into a nearby tunnel allowed us the chance to spot a few bats roosting in holes, with 
Daubenton's and greater mouse-eared the only ones clearly identified. We didn't stay long in order to 
minimise possible disturbance, with a close perched red-billed chough rounding off the visit. 
 
We again took lunch at the Jándula lookout, enjoying the views and fine conditions while sat in the shade, 
before making another quick stop or two on the way back. First was paused to admire a beautifully 
coloured large horseshoe whip-snake slithering off the side of the track into cover, another brief look, also 
from inside the vehicle at some old lynx scat on a prominent rock -a typical marking site for mammals-, 
though the highlight was suddenly coming across a couple of small groups of mouflon in a more open field, 
with two males shepherding their tiny harems, and giving rather longer views. 
 
After another siesta break we took a partly new route, heading up to the regionally famous "Sanctuary of 
Our Lady of the Peak" crowning the valley, where we enjoyed a quick look inside, followed by superb vistas 
of the area, including being able to see several of the various viewpoints we visited over the previous days 
and getting close to a large strawberry tree. Time was running away quickly though, so we dropped quickly 
down to the river again as dusk approached, to look along the valley bottom. 
 
Patient waiting revealed a few late birds along the river, but there was little sign of significant activity, 
despite several rabbits out in know lynx hunting areas, and despite a little old scat, no sign of any big cats. 
We returned back to the complex around 15 minutes before our 8pm dinner. 
 

 



 
 

Tuesday 24 October 2017 
El Encinarejo (pre-breakfast). Transfer to El Rocío (Doñana). Evening excursion Raya Real + FAO 
Very fine & sunny. Max. 29ºC (Seville en route) & 28ºC El Rocío 
Chilly but beautiful start (minimum 6ºC). Standing at a raised viewpoint over the river, commotion in the 
trees behind us lead me to take a look, only to find a huge northern goshawk barrelling down on a fleeing 
common woodpigeon, the raptor veering off with a loud whoosh as it (unfortunately) unexpectedly noticed 
us just below, moments before impact. Plenty of European rabbits were noted along the way again, but 
none of their furry hunters, while a couple of common kingfishers along the river again added a spectacular 
splash of colour. We finished off with two Eurasian otters playing and then fishing in the river well below us, 
but these were somewhat difficult to see given the dense overhanging vegetation. It was also remarkable 
how a green haze was just breaking through the brown fields, and literally increasing as we watched. The 
bulbous annual meadow-grass responds quickly to the autumn rains, and we were seeing it in action! A few 
bulbs had also suddenly sprung flowers, including small drifts of the delightful autumn snowflake and the 
lovely pink Crocus serotinus, both here and as we'd noticed in one spot the afternoon before along the main 
track. 
 
We loaded up swiftly after a late breakfast, and started off along the next stage of our journey, dropping 
down to Andújar and then turning south-west onto the motorway leading towards Seville. A few birds were 
noted on the journey, including single juvenile Spanish imperial eagle and white stork, plus a few red kites, 
cinereous and several griffon vultures. After a comfort break not far from Seville, we finally reached El Rocío, 
our base for the next few nights, at around 3pm and, given the heat, took our picnic lunches in the shade of 
some large Eucalyptus trees on the edge of the 'lake'. This was an actually all but completely dry lake, as is 
usual in the autumn, despite a smudge of damp on the far side from the recent rain. 
 
After checking in to our rooms and noticing what animal theme we had in each, 90 minutes later we 
headed out in a 4x4 minibus with a local driver to start exploring the various habitats of the north side of 
the National Park, from stone pine and cork oak dominated forest, through the so-called black and also 
white scrub zones, as well as the seasonally flooded saltmarsh. Active tree-felling to improve habitats in one 
part of the pine forest en route, despite greatly reducing the areas we could visit, actually came to our 
benefit! With the sun still high and the temperature as well, we decided to drive out towards a large visitors 
centre early on, as any lynx were more likely to be sleeping it out in the shade somewhere, rather than 
moving around and being visible. 
 
Pulling up behind another larger vehicle at first sight seemed like a bad idea, but not so when my friend 
we'd met in Andújar gestured frantically out of the back window that over to one side was an Iberian lynx!! 
Indeed, lying on the ground on a small rise in the shade of a lentisc bush was a superb male Iberian lynx! 
After a few nervous moments in our bus, when a couple of the party couldn't pick it out at first, we all 
finally located it and started to watch this exquisite cat! By a huge stroke of luck, apparently it had brought 
down a red deer close to where we were stopped, and was sleeping-off a belly full of venison in the shade! 
Although a little distant and with only a few windows which could be opened for those wanting 
photographs, we all still managed to take what we wanted, and after seeing how it even lay completely flat 
out to sleep at times, decided to move on and see what else was around, knowing we were returning along 
the same route anyway. 
 
The first flock of white wagtails of the autumn was along the raised track as we progresses, while of more 
note was a fine single short-toed snake-eagle, hassled by local Eurasian magpies, perched on a post beside 
the track ahead. The broad wings and slow flaps, combined with dark-spotted white underwings, so 
characteristic of the species, were well visible when it moved a few posts further along no sooner had we 
stopped to take a look. 
 
A short break was taken in the visitors centre nearby, before we back-tracked the short distance to set up 
the scope close to the only open standing water out in the salt-marsh this year. The channel had attracted a 
small flock of back-winged stilts, black-headed plus a young slender-billed gull and three green sandpipers 



 
 

of most note. 
 
We returned via corn buntings, crested larks, and again paused beside the Iberian lynx, which hadn't moved 
a centimetre, once again pulling ourselves away when we decided that we'd had sufficient views. 
 
Wednesday 25 October 2017 
Raya Real, La Escupidera, Coto del Rey (including Palacio and La Garvija).  
Picnic lunch El Acebuche. Evening Raya Real + FAO 
The fresh green autumn carpet of grass was beginning to consolidate on the barest areas of undisturbed 
sand, and the first Northern lapwings were already down trying their luck to find food on it. Driving out, a 
request was made for wild boar, and within a few minutes a couple were noted scurrying into the 
undergrowth. And then another showed well under a large oak as it foraged for acorns, and much later a 
large group rushed across a path ahead of house, and we clocked-up some 20 or so in total during the day. 
 
We tried our luck out towards the Iberian lynx site again, and somewhat to our amazement it was still 
present, though this time it was walking into more cover as we arrived and gave poorer views. Moving on to 
the nearby area of stumps allowed great views of a pair of little owls, one showing the false eyes on the 
back of the head which are supposed to deter attack by potential predators. Good numbers of crested larks, 
corn buntings and white wagtails were again present along the main track ahead, while two northern 
wheatears, a fine whinchat and a brief tree pipit at the visitors centre were late migrants. several very large 
Moorish geckos were on the inside walls of the centre again, enjoying the heat from the autumn sun. 
 
We soon returned and headed to the Palacio del Rey estate, taking a walk out across an open area in the 
still cool and sunny conditions, and tried our hand at tracking in the soft sand. Red fox and Eurasian badger 
prints were readily found alongside abundant red and fallow deer tracks, with beetle and even mouse and 
lizard tracks adding to the diversity. 
 
A pair of Spanish imperial eagles perched on pylons as we progressed meant it was something of a bumper 
trip for the species, while a single griffon vulture on an electricity post was much closer and more 
photogenic! If "living gargoyles" can be?! 
 
The 16th century palace looked stunning under the blues skies, and after walked round the outside and into 
the cobbled courtyard, the housekeeper even opened the wooden shutters on the main windows to allow 
us to peer inside. A stunning arrangement of hand-painted tiles adorned the opposite wall, while off to one 
side in another room were a rifle, a traditional short-barrelled musket (used for celebratory purposes) and 
even a mounted wolf's head! It was sobering to hear that the last Doñana wolf was a female shot in 1953, 
and only now has a project just been put in place to try and establish if any are even left in Andalucía and, if 
so, to try and conserve them. "Little Red Riding Hood syndrome" runs deep still! 
 
The King's Palace was of course a hunting palace, linked by radiating trails to six different habitats in its 
surroundings for the purpose of allowing distinct types of hunting. Indeed, after taking a short stroll to see 
the still emerging mandrake flowers (another species which reappears in autumn following the main rains), 
we drove a short distance further to one of the outhouses. The "Casa de la Garvija" was once used during 
those daily excursions and replete with hunting trophies. While more of a curiosity these days, we were 
welcome for the bathrooms though, and took the opportunity outside to take a short look at the 15+ white 
storks lined-up between the adjacent rice fields, plus various Western cattle egrets among the retinta breed 
of cows grazing around us. A male hen harrier quartering the salt-marsh some way out was a good find, as 
were two fly-by stock doves too, though three Egyptian mongooses shot across the track in front and then 
off to the side into scrub just after leaving. 
 
We returned to El Rocío along the Raya Real once again, and once I'd been off for ingredients and we drove 
down towards the coast, lunch was taken rather later than usual, but actually at a proper picnic site in the 
shade at the park's main visitors centre. This not only allowed us to watch numerous Iberian magpies at 



 
 

short range, but also immediately afterwards to see live webcam images of a sleeping Iberian lynx in the 
nearby captive breeding centre, followed by a quick drink in the café, where we noted Iberian pool frog, a 
tiny stripeless tree-frog and various dragonflies, including broad scarlet and Southern darters in the 
adjacent pond. 
 
We returned and were off quickly again with our local guide for an evening drive, the Raya Real becoming 
all too familiar now, and although we added sightings of three short-toed snake-eagles in quick succession 
in the late afternoon, plus female and then male Western marsh harriers, 'our' male Iberian lynx had gone, 
and we didn't bump into our own. 
 
Those lucky enough to be looking towards the enormous wild olive in the square noted a barn owl flying 
briefly over as we sat having dinner. 

 
Thursday 26 October 2017 
Marismas del Odiel, Corrales, Laguna del Portil, Palacio del Acebrón 
Fine and sunny again, though with a slightly cooling breeze along the coast. 
Today was quite different, introducing a break into the intensive lynx-watching program, and after an 8am 
breakfast we were away 45 minutes later. We headed down towards the Atlantic again and turned west to 
parallel the coast through the extensive pine forests of the Doñana Natural Park, a buffer zone to the 
National Park, but which also has high quality habitats in areas. Tragically, the aftermath of the tremendous 
blaze in late June which directly affected almost 8500 hectares of forest (including some of the protected 
area), was very clear, and will clearly take years to recover. Bizarrely, most of the natural lakes just visible 
from the road a little further along were full to brimming, the ground water levels obviously not being so 
bad here, or in some way being managed to maintain them with water. 
 
The remarkable Odiel saltmarshes Natural Park is sandwiched between the industrial port of Huelva plus its 
large adjacent petrochemical plants and the intensively developed resort of Punta Umbría. With extensive 
tidal saltmarshes, large areas of working salinas (salt pans) and areas of mobile and fixed dunes, plus 
brackish and salt-water channels and pools, it's a haven for birds, particularly for migrant waders and small 
passerines, plus supporting breeding greater flamingos and Western ospreys. Indeed, as we entered, 
numerous adult greater flamingos were feeding peacefully in the salt-pans, and a few other waders, such as 
numerous black-winged stilts and common redshanks were locally present, while a single curlew sandpiper 
flew past showing its white rump. 
 
A small freshwater pool off to one side was attractive to much wider range of species, including a wealth of 
wetland species we'd not seen before: gadwall, Eurasian teal, Northern shoveler, common moorhen, black-
tailed godwit, little stint, dunlin, common sandpiper and the first of many common ringed plovers. A 
Eurasian penduline tit called from the reeds but refused to show, though not so a brief bluethroat hopping 
across the mud at the base of small bushes in front, nor a water pipit which flew over before dropping into 
reeds. 
 
We worked our way down the ever narrowing spit, making a few stops en route, including one short walk, 
and noted a wide variety of migrant and wintering birds, particularly those of the open mudflats. These 
included a few Sandwich terns on the river, a distant common shelduck in flight, several great egrets, 
Eurasian spoonbills, a hunting Western osprey, a total of eight Eurasian oystercatchers, numerous grey 
plover, whimbrel, Eurasian curlew, bar-tailed godwit, a couple of ruddy turnstones, common greenshank, a 
couple of Caspian terns and of particular note, a few slender-billed gulls. One of the first Eurasian skylarks 
of the winter chirruped as it went past over the dunes, though the local crested larks were much more in 
evidence. 
 
With the road barrier down due to roadworks still underway on the last section of breakwater leading to 
the lighthouse, we content ourselves with a quick stroll down onto the beach in the hot sun with light 
offshore breeze, not expecting to see a thing. A juvenile northern gannet sat on the sea was the first 



 
 

surprise, but an impressively large monarch butterfly, slowly flapping its way into the light breeze, and 
paralleling the shore came towards, and then finally over us, before continuing south. It had the appearance 
of a tired migrant, but there's now also a resident population along the southern half of the Spanish 
Mediterranean coast and round the coast to half way up Portugal and it was presumably one of these, even 
though true trans-Atlantic migrants have appeared. 
 
A tasty fresh lunch was taken in a bar in Corrales before we headed off to the Laguna del Portil not far away. 
Again, the water level was remarkably high, and we rapidly noted a few new birds, including a few great 
crested and a little grebe, a single Eurasian coot and a pair of common pochards. 
 
A quite long search nearby also finally produced a small Mediterranean chameleon, hiding easily within the 
foliage of a bush, making it hard to point out, but finally seen by all, especially after first being seen in the 
telescope to work out where it was hiding. It was now very warm, so we returned for a short break again 
before going out for an evening walk. 
 
We finally left after several of the party had talked to a group of Portuguese horsemen who happened to be 
in the area on their annual riding holiday, and still mostly on their horses as they enjoyed a drink outside 
the hotel restaurant. 
 
The wooded streamline near the Palacio del Acebrón is a lovely site. Down at the bottom, permanent slow-
flowing water has enabled the build-up of peaty sediments, rich in ferns, including royal fern, under a dense 
cover of willows and flanked either side with pine woodland on the slightly higher sandy soils which were 
also home to numerous ancient cork oaks. A lovely circular route, including considerable sections along 
boardwalks, made for a very pleasant visit, especially in the late afternoon, with highlights including a few 
of the dusky Southern Iberian race of long-tailed tit, a calling lesser spotted woodpecker, a couple of late 
Eurasian reed warblers calling from scrub around a pool and also a flighty, but then well-seen European 
crested tit high in stone pines. Unfortunately, it wasn't until we had almost completed the circuit when we 
came across the two final small bridges dismantled and in pieces on the ground, and squelchy peat to 
negotiate to get back to the car park! We all made it through without too much trouble though (despite 
some boot cleaning needed later) and it made the walk even more memorable. 
 
A red fox flashed across the track in the dusk half-light as we returned, briefly getting the adrenaline 
running again! 

 
Friday 27 October 2017 
Raya Real, Coto del Rey, El Rocío, Dehesa de Abajo, Isla Mayor, Aznalcázar 
After a 7.30am breakfast we left just after 8am. to try and be the first vehicle out of El Rocío. This we 
achieved, by a few minutes, though it was a very quiet morning and start to the day. With no sign of the 
male Iberian lynx again, despite us driving out past where he'd been to check the rabbit warren area by the 
Eucalyptus stumps again, and little else either, we returned and again went for a walk along the sandy tracks 
in part of the Coto del Rey estate. Apart from more small birds, including a couple of Southern grey shrikes 
showing well in the scope, two lovely Eurasian stone-curlews which flew up from in front and back round 
before dropping into cover behind us were of most note. More interest again lay in the numerous fresh 
tracks, which included those of small spotted genet, Iberian hare, Eurasian badger, European rabbit, a 
mouse and even snails. 
 
With the sun and temperature climbing, we saw that finding a lynx was extremely unlikely, so headed back 
a few minutes early, and took advantage of this time to finally look at the rough vegetation just outside the 
hotel. Despite it being dry, there were plenty of small birds present, and after a bit of searching, and waiting, 
a couple of flighty Eurasian penduline tits feeding on the bulrush heads were the main 'prize', but zitting 
cisticolas popped up occasionally and plentiful Eurasian chiffchaffs flitted among the stems. 
 
This time we all went for a wander round the supermarket as I bought picnic stuffs, continuing directly on 



 
 

through the extensive pine forests north of the the National Park and then past some open grazing 
meadows, where we paused briefly to enjoy the sheets of the tiny white autumn-flowering daffodil 
Narcissus serotinus, which made a lovely sight. We soon continued until reaching a now privately-run 
visitors centre adjacent to the vast expanses of rice fields some way E of El Rocío. To my amazement 
(though not totally unexpectedly, given this year's drought), the large lake there was bone dry, so we went 
in and after gaining permission to eat our food there, accompanied this with drinks from the bar. Apart from 
talking to two Dutch birders who had special permission to enter into the private Veta La Palma estate and 
had seen enormous numbers of waterbirds, we concurred that the rice fields were the best bet to look for a 
couple of 'must see' species, and so despite the heat, headed off into them to try our luck as soon as we'd 
finished. 
 
Huge numbers of glossy ibis, Western cattle egrets and lesser black-backed gulls were present, mainly on 
the most recently harvested fields, plus numerous white storks and little egrets and occasional Eurasian 
spoonbills. A pool en route held just a couple of birds, but one was a dapper male ferruginous duck, which 
we watched well from the roadside after a quick U-turn! We progressed deeper and deeper into the rice 
fields, seeing thousands of birds, with a fine Western osprey on a pole a good find and then, finally, a couple 
of standing black storks, one juvenile and one adult, for comparison, gave great scope views, as another 
flew overhead at the same time. Bizarrely, in one little village we reached, hundreds of barn swallows and a 
few common house martins were lining the wires and window ledges, yet were noticeably absent out over 
the fields. 
 
Our target achieved, we headed off to a superb area of mixed natural scrub, forest and reforestation area 
and went for a gentle drive through it. Iberian lynx have gradually been expanding their range towards the 
east, almost reaching Seville now, and are present in the patches of good habitat remaining along the strip 
of country N of the Guadalquivir depression. Indeed, just a short distance after we'd turned off down a wide 
access track, than some fresh black scat on one side caught my eye. Looking down, not only was it still fresh 
enough for small flies to be attracted to it (and at just over 30ºC it was hot in the sun), but on the opposite 
side, the ground was littered with older, now mostly chalky-white droppings! And there were more scat 
piles again along the same track... We continued on, first taking a very gentle drive through a lovely area of 
Western holm and cork oak dehesa along the sandy tracks, getting out a couple of times to look at fresh 
Iberian lynx tracks, also noting a small patch of dainty flower spikes of autumn squill, before returning to a 
high point in the main track we'd passed earlier. Here we decided to sit it out in the shade of a tree, in the 
vehicle for part of the time, before it got too hot inside, from when on we stayed close by or walked away 
from the scatting area. Knowing it was hit or miss, we stayed put until another presumed watcher drive past 
towards the main dehesa, and after a bit of indecision, we followed suit for another, albeit briefer drive 
round. We came out empty-handed, but happy in the knowledge that the animals are there and with luck - 
such as we'd had on our first and second days in Doñana - can be seen. We drove back as dusk transformed 
into darkness, even spotting a black-winged kite as it landed on a telephone pole next to the road in still 
decent light, arriving back to El Rocío in the dark and shortly before our last dinner there, again enjoyed 
outside, and with a horse rider or two again taking drinks while still saddled as we pulled up to the hotel. 
 
Saturday 28 October 2017 
Departure 
After a snack breakfast at the hotel, we were off sharp at 7am and the group was safely dropped off with 
plenty of time to check-in before the flight back to the UK. 
  



 
 

Species Lists 
 
BIRDS - AVES 
GEESE, SWANS & DUCKS - Anatidae 
Common shelduck  Tadorna tadorna 
Northern shoveler  Spatula clypeata 
Gadwall  Mareca strepera 
Mallard  Anas platyrhynchos 
Eurasian teal  Anas crecca 
Common pochard  Aythya ferina 
Ferruginous duck  Aythya nyroca 
GROUSE, PHEASANTS & allies - Phasianidae 
Red-legged partridge  Alectoris rufa 
GREBES - Podicipedidae 
Little grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis 
Great-crested grebe  Podiceps cristatus 
FLAMINGOS - Phoenicopteridae 
Greater flamingo  Phoenicopterus roseus 
STORKS - Ciconiidae 
Black stork  Ciconia nigra 
White stork  Ciconia ciconia 
IBISES & SPOONBILLS - Threskiornithidae 
Glossy ibis  Plegadis falcinellus 
Eurasian spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia 
HERONS & BITTERNS - Ardeidae 
Black-crowned night heron  Nycticorax nycticorax 
Western cattle egret  Bubulcus ibis 
Grey heron  Ardea cinerea 
Great [white] egret  Ardea alba 
Little egret  Egretta garzetta 
GANNETS & BOOBIES - Sulidae 
Northern gannet  Morus bassanus 
CORMORANTS - Phalacrocoracidae 
Great cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo 
OSPREYS - Pandionidae 
Western osprey  Pandion haliaetus 
HAWKS, EAGLES & allies - Accipitridae 
Black-winged kite  Elanus caeruleus 
Griffon vulture  Gyps fulvus 
Cinereous vulture  Aegypius monachus 
Short-toed snake eagle  Circaetus gallicus 
Booted eagle  Hieraaetus pennatus 
Spanish imperial eagle  Aquila adalberti 
Golden eagle  Aquila chrysaetos 
Eurasian sparrowhawk  Accipiter nisus 
Northern goshawk  Accipiter gentilis 
Western marsh harrier  Circus aeruginosus 
Hen harrier  Circus cyanea 
Red kite  Milvus milvus 
Common buzzard  Buteo buteo 
RAILS, CRAKES & COOTS - Rallidae 
Common moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 
Eurasian coot  Fulica atra 
STONE-CURLEWS & THICK-KNEES - Burhinidae 
Eurasian stone-curlew  Burhinus oedicnemus 
OYSTERCATCHERS - Haematopodidae 
Eurasian oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus 
STILTS & AVOCETS - Recurvirostridae 



 
 

Black-winged stilt  Himantopus himantopus 
PLOVERS & LAPWINGS - Charadriidae 
Northern lapwing  Vanellus vanellus 
Grey plover  Pluvialis squatarola 
Common ringed plover  Charadrius hiaticula 
SANDPIPERS, SNIPES & allies - Scolopacidae 
Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus 
Eurasian curlew  Numenius arquata 
Bar-tailed godwit  Limosa lapponica 
Black-tailed godwit  Limosa limosa 
Ruddy turnstone  Arenaria interpres 
Curlew sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea 
Sanderling  Calidris alba 
Dunlin  Calidris alpina 
Little stint  Calidris minuta 
Common sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos 
Green sandpiper  Tringa ochropus 
Common redshank  Tringa totanus 
Common greenshank  Tringa nebularia 
GULLS, TERNS & SKIMMERS - Laridae 
Slender-billed gull  Chroicocephalus genei 
Black-headed gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
Yellow-legged gull  Larus michahellis 
Lesser black-backed gull  Larus fuscus 
Caspian tern  Hydroprogne caspia 
Sandwich tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis 
PIGEONS & DOVES - Columbidae 
Rock dove / feral pigeon  Columba livia 
Stock dove  Columba oenas 
Common wood pigeon  Columba palumbus 
Eurasian collared dove  Streptopelia decaocto 
BARN OWLS - Tytonidae 
Western barn owl  Tyto alba 
OWLS - Strigidae 
Eurasian eagle-owl  Bubo bubo 
Little owl  Athene noctua 
SWIFTS - Apodidae 
Alpine swift  Tachymarptis melba 
KINGFISHERS - Alcedinidae 
Common kingfisher  Alcedo atthis 
HOOPOES - Upupidae 
Eurasian hoopoe  Upupa epops 
WOODPECKERS - Picidae 
Lesser spotted woodpecker  Dendrocopos minor 
Great spotted woodpecker  Dendrocopos major 
Iberian green woodpecker  Picus sharpei 
FALCONS & allies - Falconidae 
Common/Eurasian kestrel  Falco tinnunculus 
SHRIKES - Laniidae 
Southern grey shrike  Lanius meridionalis 
CROWS, JAYS & MAGPIES - Corvidae 
Eurasian jay  Garrulus glandarius 
Iberian magpie  Cyanopica cooki 
Eurasian magpie  Pica pica 
Red-billed chough  Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 
Western jackdaw  Corvus monedula 
Northern raven  Corvus corax 
TITS & CHICKADEES - Paridae 
Eurasian crested tit  Lophophanes cristatus 



 
 

Eurasian blue tit  Cyanistes caeruleus 
Great tit  Parus major 
PENDULINE TITS - Remizidae 
Eurasian penduline tit  Remiz pendulinus 
LARKS - Alaudidae 
Woodlark  Lullula arborea 
Eurasian skylark  Alauda arvensis 
Crested lark  Galerida cristata 
SWALLOWS & MARTINS - Hirundinidae 
Barn swallow  Hirundo rustica 
Eurasian crag martin  Ptyonoprogne rupestris 
Common house martin  Delichon urbicum 
CETTIA BUSH WARBLERS & Allies - Cettiidae 
Cetti's warbler  Cettia cetti 
BUSHTITS - Aegithalidae 
Long-tailed tit  Aegithalos caudatus 
LEAF WARBLERS & Allies - Phylloscopidae 
Common chiffchaff  Phylloscopus collybita 
REED WARBLERS & Allies - Acrocephalidae 
Eurasian reed warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
CISTICOLAS & allies - Cisticolidae 
Zitting cisticola  Cisticola juncidis 
SYLVIID BABBLERS - Sylviidae 
Blackcap  Sylvia atricapilla 
Sardinian warbler  Sylvia melanocephala 
GOLDCRESTS & KINGLETS - Regulidae 
Firecrest  Regulus ignicapilla 
WRENS - Troglodytidae 
Eurasian wren  Troglodytes troglodytes 
NUTHATCHES - Sittidae 
Eurasian nuthatch  Sitta europaea 
TREECREEPERS - Certhiidae 
Short-toed treecreeper  Certhia brachydactyla 
STARLINGS - Sturnidae 
Common starling  Sturnus vulgaris 
Spotless starling  Sturnus unicolor 
THRUSHES - Turdidae 
Common blackbird  Turdus merula 
Mistle thrush  Turdus viscivorus 
OLD WORLD CHATS & FLYCATCHERS - Muscicapidae 
European robin  Erithacus rubecula 
Bluethroat  Luscinia svecica 
Pied flycatcher  Ficedula hypoleuca 
Black redstart  Phoenicurus ochruros 
Blue rock thrush  Monticola solitarius 
Whinchat  Saxicola rubetra 
European stonechat  Saxicola rubicola 
Northern wheatear  Oenanthe oenanthe 
OLD WORLD SPARROWS & allies - Passeridae 
House sparrow  Passer domesticus 
Eurasian tree sparrow  Passer montanus 
Rock sparrow  Petronia petronia 
WAGTAILS & PIPITS - Motacillidae 
Grey wagtail  Motacilla cinerea 
White wagtail  Motacilla alba 
Meadow pipit  Anthus pratensis 
Tree pipit  Anthus trivialis 
FINCHES & allies - Fringillidae 
Common chaffinch  Fringilla coelebs 



 
 

Hawfinch  Coccothraustes coccothraustes 
Common linnet  Linaria cannabina 
European goldfinch  Carduelis carduelis 
European serin  Serinus serinus 
Eurasian siskin  Spinus spinus 
BUNTINGS, NEW WORLD SPARROWS & allies - Emberizidae 
Corn bunting  Emberiza calandra 
Cirl bunting  Emberiza cirlus 
 
 
MAMMALS - MAMMALIA 
RABBITS & HARES - Leporidae 
European rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus 
Iberian hare  Lepus granatensis  - tracks 
CATS - Felidae 
Iberian lynx  Lynx pardinus 
MONGOOSES - Herpestidae 
Egyptian mongoose  Herpestes ichneumon 
DOGS & allies - Canidae 
Red fox  Vulpes vulpes 
WEASELS & allies - Mustelidae 
Eurasian otter  Lutra lutra 
Eurasian badger  Meles meles  - tracks 
VESPER BATS - Vespertilionidae 
Daubenton's bat  Myotis daubentonii 
Greater mouse-eared bat  Myotis myotis 
PIGS - Suidae 
Eurasian wild boar  Sus scrofa 
DEER - Cervidae 
Red deer  Cervus elaphus 
Fallow deer  Dama dama 
CATTLE, ANTELOPE, SHEEP & GOATS - Bovidae 
Spanish ibex  Capra pyrenaica 
Mouflon  Ovis orientalis 
 
REPTILES - REPTILIA 
Chameleons - Chamaeleonidae 
Mediterranean chameleon  Chamaeleo chamaeleon 
Geckos - Gekkonidae 
Moorish gecko  Tarentola mauritanica 
Wall/typical lizards - Lacertidae 
Large Psammodromus  Psammodromus algirus 
Spiny-footed lizard  Acanthodactylus erythrurus 
Iberian wall lizard  Podarcis hispanica 
Colubrid or "harmless" snakes - Colubridae 
Horseshoe whip snake  Hemorrhois hippocrepis 
Southern smooth snake  Coronella girondica  - dead 
 
AMPHIBIANS - AMPHIBIA 
Typical frogs - Ranidae 
Iberian pool frog  Pelophylax perezi 
Tree frogs - Hylidae 
Stripeless free frog  Hyla meridionalis 
 
BUTTERFLIES - LEPIDOPTERA 
TYPICAL WHITES - subf: Pierinae 
Large white  Pieris brassicae 
Small white  Pieris rapae 
Bath white  Pontia daplidice 



 
 

YELLOWS & SULPHURS - subf: Coliadinae 
Clouded yellow  Colias crocea 
COPPERS - subf: Lycaeninae 
Small copper  Lycaena phlaeas 
BLUES & OPALS - subf: Polyommatinae 
Geranium bronze  Cacyreus marshalli 
MONARCHS & Allies - subf:  Daniinae 
Monarch  Danaus plexippus 
PASHAS & (TAILED) EMPERORS - subf:  Charaxinae 
Two-tailed pasha  Charaxes jasius 
VANESSIDS & SMALLER FRITILLARIES - subf:  Nymphalinae 
Red admiral  Vanessa atalanta 
 
MOTHS - LEPIDOPTERA 
As well as numerous species coming to lights at Los Pinos: 
HAWK-MOTHS - SPHINGIDAE 
Hummingbird hawkmoth  Macroglossum stellatarum 
TIGER, ERMINE, FOOTMAN MOTHS & allies - ARCTIIDAE 
Crimson speckled  Utetheisa pulchella 
 
DAMSELFLIES & DRAGONFLIES - ODONATA 
BLUE-TAILED & RED DAMSELFLIES - Coenagrionidae 
Iberian bluetail  Ischnura graellsii 
HAWKERS & EMPERORS - Aeshnidae 
Migrant hawker  Aeshna mixta 
Lesser emperor  Anax parthenope 
CHASERS, SKIMMERS & DARTERS - Libellulidae 
Red-veined darter  Sympetrum fonscolombii 
Southern darter  Sympetrum meridionale 
 
OTHER SELECTED INSECTS - INSECTA 
Blue-winged grasshopper  Oedipoda sp. 
Chestnut dung beetle  Oryctes nasicornis 
Scarab beetle sp.  Scarabaeus (Ateuchetus) cicatricosus 
 
OTHER SELECTED TAXA - . 
Afro-Iberian fiddler-crab  Uca tangeri 
 
LARGER FISH - PISCES 
Mullet sp  Mugilidae 
 
 


