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Tour Leader: Ashley Grove with 5 participants 
 
Day 1: London to Bucharest                Saturday 5 May 2018 
Our early afternoon flight arrived on time (+2 hours GMT) and we were met and transferred by minibus by 
Marius, a member of the local team, to our hotel for an evening meal and a one night stay.  
 
Weather: Sunny on arrival 
 
Day 2: Bucharest to Danube Delta                   Sunday 6 May 2018 
After breakfast we left the hotel around 09.30 to make our way by minibus to Tulchea, a journey of 
approximately four hours. We noted several white stork nests in some of the villages we passed through, in 
this very rural country.  
 
From Tulchea we boarded the boat that was to take us into the Danube Delta to our base. During the two 
hour journey we saw various bird species for which the area is known, including a single Pallas’s gull, a bird 
we hoped to see a lot more of during our stay, and likewise a sighting of Dalmatian pelican.  
 
Arriving at around 16.40, we were greeted and driven by Landrover to our accommodation, where we were 
able to settle in for a while before being taken on an orientation drive of the reserve. Our nominated guide 
for the week, Francesco, showed us various hides and explained which species we were likely to see at 
each, which hides were accessible by buggy etc. The buggies are available to guests to use based on 
availability and are like golf buggies. Being electrically powered, they made a handy vehicle throughout the 
week for those that used them, to sneak up on various regular reserve species. After a very tasty and filling 
dinner, we retired to bed and looking forward to our first full day on the reserve. 
 
Weather: Sunny  
 
Day 3: Danube Delta                   Monday 7 May 2018 
An early 05.00 start for our first hide session of the trip, as we needed to be settled in prior to daybreak to 
increase our chances of success. A six person hide meant we were together as a group for the morning, all 
hoping our early start would be rewarded. A very comfortable hide with one-way glass and even a toilet, 
gave us views of one of the reserves main attractions - golden jackal - with at least seven individuals putting 
in an appearance. We had hoped for white-tailed eagle, but although we could see the pair in a distant 
tree, they refused to take the bait. We also had great views of ravens and hooded crows who stayed with 
us the whole morning. 
 
In the afternoon we split up after an excellent lunch, to try various hides around the site. Drinking hide 1 
proved to be good for woodpeckers, with grey-headed visiting three times, and several visits from great-
spotted, along with a few different passerines. Water levels proved to be too high for waders to visit hide 
F4; in fact a variety of waders could be seen just off the reserve on some flood pools in shallower water. 
Others used scrim and a lot of patience to photograph black woodpecker at the nest in a small wooded 
area just south of the reserve area. 
 
With two spaces available to our group for an evening session for wild cat taken up, we had our fingers 
crossed the cat would show, but not on this occasion. 
 
Weather: Sunny intervals 
 
Day 4: Danube Delta                   Tuesday 8 May 2018 
Again we split up to use a selection of hides for the morning, which was unfortunately not ideal for 
photography, being so dull and wet. However ‘different’ shots of European roller were possible from hide 
T3, with the pair regularly visiting a perch near their nest box. A very quiet start to a hide set up with views 
of bee-eater nest holes, but as the rain eased and it got a bit brighter, a pair arrived and showed well 



 
 

inspecting the various holes. Hide 17 again was a little quiet, but the two people who patiently waited were 
rewarded with good – albeit brief - views of a single Dalmatian pelican that dropped by. 
 
After lunch at 13.00, we again took up different hide options, with one person trying hide T1, a second hide 
for roller, but with the added bonus of little owls. Both showed well and shots of the rollers exchanging 
food and mating were taken. The other hide for little owl – No. 13 - didn’t quite work, but although the owl 
didn’t come down as close as anticipated, it did show well on the ruined building adjacent to the hide, 
which made for some good habitat shots.  
 
There was another chance for wild cat this evening, so four headed for the hide with packed dinner in hand, 
but again no show apart from a single jackal that clearly didn’t fancy the cat’s dinner.    
 
Weather: Heavy rain, easing in the afternoon 
 
Day 5: Danube Delta             Wednesday 9 May 2018 
Most opted for another early session in the jackal hide, hoping that this time the eagles would take the 
bait. However, although they didn’t show, even more jackals showed up, even a tree climbing individual 
who went for the eagles bait. One of us opted to use one of the buggies to have a drive quietly around the 
tracks to see what could be chanced upon. Great views of bearded tit and lesser whitethroat were had and 
it was good to hear calling bittern and little bittern coming from the reed beds. 
 
We finished off the morning session in No.8, a lagoon hide where a pair of swallows were nesting. The best 
subject was a pair of common terns who used a nearby perch regularly. White pelican also showed fairly 
well, but probably a bit distant for decent images. 
 
Our afternoon was an excursion around the reserve on an open backed 4x4, hoping to photograph warblers 
and bearded tit. Francesco used recordings of the bird song to attract the birds with varying success. Most 
did get good shots of bearded tit for sure. Various waders were noted on the flooded area of the Steppe as 
we drove past, with glorious summer plumage spotted redshank and ruff unfortunately a little far off for 
photography. Two smaller waders were noted as unusual and later identified to be semi-palmated 
sandpipers, possible a first for Romania? 
 
Weather: Sunny intervals 
 
Day 6: Danube Delta & lakes              Thursday 10 May 2018 
This morning we headed off together for a trip into the delta, looking for a variety of species among a series 
of adjoining lakes. Views of night heron were had on the channel through to the first lake, but we didn’t get 
close enough for pictures. The dull conditions and some rain were not ideal for this trip, but we had 
different species of marsh tern close by the boat. Black, white-winged and whiskered terns were in good 
numbers and we also had good views of a first year black-throated diver as well. Good numbers of white 
pelicans and the occasional Dalmatian pelican were well photographed. Red-necked grebes proved difficult 
to get close too, as did pygmy cormorant and white-tailed eagle at the nest with two young, but great to 
see all the same. 
 
Back to our base for lunch and once again we split up to use various hides, each taking a go in hides others 
had tried previously. The No.1 hide proved to be the place to be, with excellent views of collared flycatcher 
and again grey-Headed woodpecker. A male golden oriole flew past on several occasions, but didn’t hang 
around. Black woodpecker was seen on the way back from this hide.  
 
One final chance for wild cat tonight and a lucky two made it third time lucky with the animal arriving 
relatively early. 
 
Weather: Cloudy with showers 



 
 

Day 7: Danube Delta & Black sea                   Friday 11 May 2018 
Two excursions today, with a morning boat trip in search of Pallas’s gull to start us off. A journey of around 
one and a half hours brought us to the Black Sea, which unfortunately had a gale blowing across it, making 
it too choppy to risk a further journey to an island where these lovely gulls nest. So we had to switch to 
plan B and head back to the shipping lane and try a mixture of bread and tuna to attract the gulls in. 
However it was just yellow-legged gulls that took the bait. We did see several Pallas on our way back, but 
not for photographing I’m afraid. 
 
The afternoon excursion was into the steppe habitat to the south of the reserve, again on board the open 
backed 4x4. We went through one of the local villages, which was very interesting to see and on to an area 
of flood plain, an incredible habitat. Made up of reed bed, fresh water floods and saltwater floods, a wide 
variety of birdlife was in the area. All a little distant for photography, but to see summer plumage ruff, 
spotted redshank, black-tailed godwit, spoonbill, glossy ibis and various egrets was spectacular. We came 
across several pairs of red-footed falcons, some of which were photographable, but again lovely to see such 
diversity in this area. 
 
Weather: Sunny intervals 
 
Day 8: Fly back to the UK               Saturday 12 May 2018 
We checked out at 08.00, boarded our river taxi and on to Tulcea for our return journey to the airport and 
home. 
 
Weather: Sunny  
 
As in much of Europe, the Danube Delta had a wetter than usual winter and spring has arrived late, so 
some of the hides were unavailable due to high water levels, which affected the species seen. However, the 
hides afforded some great photographic opportunities and we all returned with some fantastic images. 
 
 

Pygmy cormorant     Romanian hamster 
 
      

 
All images by Ashley Grove 
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  Common Name Scientific Name ULTIMA FRONTIERA ADDITIONAL SPECIES ELSEWHERE 

  BIRDS AVES     

1 Greylag goose Anser anser 
   

2 Mute swan Cygnus olor 
   

3 Common shelduck Tadorna tadorna 
   

4 Ruddy shelduck Tadorna ferruginea 
   

5 Garganey Spatula querquedula   

6 Gadwall Mareca strepera 
   

7 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos 
   

8 Red-crested pochard Netta rufina 
   

9 Common pochard Aythya ferina 
   

10 Ferruginous duck Aythya nyroca 
   

11 Tufted duck Aythya fuligula 
   

12 Common pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
   

13 Black-throated Loon Gavia arctica   

14 Red-necked grebe Podiceps grisegena 
   

15 Great-crested grebe Podiceps cristatus 
   

Checklist 



 
 

16 White stork Ciconia ciconia 
   

17 Glossy ibis Plegadis falcinellus 
   

18 Eurasian spoonbill Platalea leucorodia 
   

19 Little bittern Ixobrychus minutus 
   

20 Black-crowned night heron Nycticorax nycticorax 
   

21 Sqacco heron Ardeola ralloides 
   

22 Grey heron Ardea cinerea 
   

23 Purple heron Ardea purpurea 
   

24 Great egret Ardea alba 
   

25 Little egret Egretta garzetta 
   

26 Great white pelican Pelecanus onocrotalus 
   

27 Dalmatian pelican Pelecanus crispus 
   

28 Pygmy cormorant Microcarbo pygmeus   

29 Great cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 
   

30 Western osprey Pandion haliaetus 
   

31 Western marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus 
   

32 Montagu's harrier Circus pygargus 
   

33 White-tailed eagle Haliaeetus albicilla 
   

34 Common moorhen Gallinula chloropus 
   

35 Eurasian coot Fulica atra 
   



 
 

36 Eurasian stone-curlew Burhinus oedicnemus 
   

37 Black-winged stilt Himantopus himantopus 
   

38 Pied avocet Recurvirostra avosetta 
   

39 Northern lapwing Vanellus vanellus 
   

40 Black-tailed godwit Limosa limosa   

41 Ruff Calidris pugnax 
   

42 Curlew sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 
   

43 Little stint Calidris minuta 
   

44 Semipalmated sandpiper Calidris pusilla 
   

45 Common sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos 
   

46 Spotted redshank Tringa erythropus 
   

47 Marsh sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis   

48 Wood sandpiper Tringa glareola 
   

49 Black-headed gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
   

50 Pallas's gull Ichthyaetus ichthyaetus   

51 Yellow-legged gull Larus michahellis 
   

52 Common tern Sterna hirundo 
   

53 Whiskered tern Chlidonias hybrida 
   

54 White-winged tern Chlidonias leucopterus   

55 Black tern Chlidonias niger 
   



 
 

56 Common wood pigeon Columba palumbus 
   

57 European turtle dove Streptopelia turtur 
   

58 Eurasian collared dove Streptopelia decaocto   

59 Common cuckoo Cuculus canorus 
   

60 Little owl Athene noctua 
   

61 European roller Coracias garrulus 
   

62 Common kingfisher Alcedo atthis 
   

63 European bee-eater Merops apiaster 
   

64 Eurasian hoopoe Upupa epops 
   

65 Great spotted woodpecker Dendrocopos major 
   

66 Black woodpecker Dryocopus martius 
   

67 Grey-headed woodpecker Picus canus 
   

68 Common kestrel Falco tinnunculus 
   

69 Red-footed falcon Falco vespertinus 
   

70 Eurasian hobby Falco subbuteo 
   

71 Red-backed shrike Lanius collurio 
   

72 Eurasian golden oriole Oriolus oriolus 
   

73 Eurasian magpie Pica pica 
   

74 Western jackdaw Coloeus monedula 
   

75 Rook Corvus frugilegus 
   



 
 

76 Hooded crow Corvus cornix 
   

77 Northern raven Corvus corax 
   

78 Eurasian blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus 
   

79 Great tit Parus major 
   

80 Bearded reedling Panurus biarmicus 
   

81 Eurasian skylark Alauda arvensis   

82 Sand martin Riparia riparia 
   

83 Barn swallow Hirundo rustica 
   

84 Common house martin Delichon urbicum 
   

85 Long-tailed tit Aegithalos caudatus 
   

86 Common chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita 
   

87 Great reed warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus 
   

88 Eurasian reed warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 
   

89 Savi's warbler Locustella luscinioides 
   

90 Eurasian blackcap Sylvia atricapilla 
   

91 Lesser whitethroat Sylvia curruca 
   

92 Common starling Sturnus vulgaris 
   

93 Spotted flycatcher Muscicapa striata 
   

94 Thrush nightingale Luscinia luscinia 
   

95 Common nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos 
   



 
 

96 European pied flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca 
   

97 Collared flycatcher Ficedula albicollis 
   

98 Black redstart Phoenicurus ochruros 
   

99 Common redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus 
   

100 Whinchat Saxicola rubetra 
   

101 Nothern wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe   

102 House sparrow Passer domesticus   

103 Eurasian tree sparrow Passer montanus 
   

104 Western yellow wagtail Motacilla flava 
   

105 White wagtail Motacilla alba 
   

106 Common chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 
   

107 European greenfinch Chloris chloris   

108 Common linnet Linaria cannabina   

109 European goldfinch Carduelis carduelis 
   

110 Corn bunting Emberiza calandra   

111 Cirl bunting (h) Emberiza cirlus 
   

112 Common reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus 
   

          

  Mammals       

1 Wild boar Sus scrofa ✔   



 
 

2 Wild cat Felis silvestris ✔   

3 European hare Lepus europaeus ✔   

4 Golden jackal Canis aureus ✔   

5 European otter Lutra lutra     

          

  Other Wildlife       

1 European pond turtle Emys orbicularis  ✔   

2 Grass snake Natrix natrix ✔   

3 Marsh frog Pelophylax ridibundus ✔   



 

 

 


