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Friday 8 September 2017 
Arrive Krakow, transfer to Pieniny Mountains 
After meeting everyone at Krakow airport, we drove south to our hotel at Kacwin, in the Pieniny 
Mountains.  The small, wooden hotel is situated right at the end of village, just a 15 minute walk from the 
Slovakian border.  There was some time before dinner to do a short bird walk around the village. 
 
Saturday 9 September 2017 
Pieniny Mountains 
We enjoyed a pre-breakfast walk along the road to Slovakia, spotting nutcracker, crossbill, dipper and grey 
wagtail among the passing flocks of passerines. We then spent the rest of the day on the slopes of the 
Pieniny foothills, watching birds of prey migrating over grassy ridges, the most interesting of which were 
imperial and lesser spotted eagles, Montagu's and marsh harriers and hobby. Inside a typical Carpathian 
forest we came across hazel grouse, black woodpecker and willow and crested tits. 
 
Sunday 10 September 2017 
Pieniny Mountains 
After a pre-breakfast walk (with a sighting of the northern subspecies of long-tailed tit), we set off to visit  
the highest parts of the Pieniny Mountains, entering the Szopczański and Dunajec Gorge, and seeing lesser 
spotted eagle, sparrowhawk and kestrel on the way.  The main part of the mountains was overcrowded 
with tourists (probably due to the sunny weather - around 27⁰ Celsius), so after a picnic lunch on the grassy 
slope with numerous meadow saffron plants, we decided to explore a quieter part of the Pieniny 
Mountains for the rest of the day. 
 
On the way back to the hotel, we stopped at Czorsztyn Lake, and saw black-necked grebe, goosander and 
Caspian gull.  After dinner we returned to the forest for an owl search; we heard pygmy owl and had a good 
sighting of a beaver swimming behind a dam and cutting down a tree at the edge of the forest. 
 
Monday 11 September 2017 
Tatra Mountains and Orawa peat bogs 
After an early breakfast we drove to the highest part of the Carpathian range – the Tatra Mountains. We 
took the cable car to Kasprowy Wierch peak (1,987 metres asl). The strong wind at the top (20 metres per 
second) meant we couldn’t use the spotting scope, but we managed to spot peregrine falcon, alpine 
accentor and water pipit. 
 
In the afternoon we visited Orawa peatbogs, and spotted Montagu's harrier, goshawk, sparrowhawk, 
hobby, winchat, red-backed and great grey shrikes. The unique raised bog habitat revealed some 
interesting plants as well, such as sundew, labrador tea, northern billberry and cranberry. On the way back 
to the hotel, we stopped at Dębno to see a 15th century wooden gothic church, a UNESCO World Heritage 
site. 
 
Tuesday 12 September 2017 
Transfer to Szarów, with a stop at Zator 
During the transfer to our next hotel in Szarów, we stopped at a huge set of fishponds around Zator, 
entering two of them - Spytkowice and Przyręb. Unfortunately the weather was poor (wind, rain and  the 
temperature around 15⁰C!), we spotted some interesting birds: little bittern, night heron, osprey, ruff, 
whiskered and black terns, Slavonian and black-necked grebes, lesser spotted woodpecker, bearded 
reedling and penduline tit.  There was unfortunately a lack of waders, as all the fishponds were still full of 
water. We also spotted weasel and musk rat here. 
 
  



 
 

Wednesday 13 September 2017 
Niepołomice Forest 
After a pre-breakfast walk in the southern area of Niepołomice Forest, we enjoyed some other walks in the 
most interesting parts of the forest: Lipówka Nature Reserve, a primeval forest habitat. Middle spotted 
woodpecker, willow tit, red-backed shrike and pied flycatcher were spotted, along with lot of other bird 
species. In the evening we went back to the forest to look for Ural owl, which we spotted for just a moment 
in flight. 
 
Thursday 14 September 2017 
Oświęcim fishponds 
We decided to spend the day at the fishponds and also managed to locate some fishponds without water at 
Harmęże near Oświęcim, which offered muddy flats with waders. Among others we saw: night heron, black 
stork, white-tailed eagle, little and ringed plovers, little stint, curlew, wood and green sandpipers, spotted 
redshank, ruff, whiskered and black terns, and Caspian gull.  
 
Friday 15 September 2017 
Transfer to Krakow airport, with a stop at Krakow Old Town 
After an early breakfast, we had enough time to walk around the Old Town in Kracow, before ending the 
trip at Krakow Airport. 
 
 
 

 
 

 


