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Tour Leader/s: Martijn Bot with 7 participants  
 

Introduction  
The northern part of the Netherlands, more specifically the Wadden Sea coast as well as some inland 
reserves near the city of Groningen, are internationally recognized as one of the best places to go for both 
quality and quantity of wader species. However, because of the extremely hot and dry summer (record 
breaking temperatures and two heat waves in a row), some of the sweet water marshlands and pools 
around Zuidlaardermeer and Lauwersmeer had completely evaporated. That meant that the original 
itinerary had to be rearranged a little, but I don’t think it had any effect on the experience after all. We had 
five fantastic days with nice weather, a good set of species (total number of species a bit lower than the 
2016-edition, however) and overwhelming numbers, especially at the world famous high tide roosts. 
 
 
Day 1: Arrival Amsterdam, transfer to the north, first birding!    Thursday 16 August 2018 
All flights arrived in time, so the pick-up at Schiphol Amsterdam Airport went smoothly. After a transfer of 
two hours and an afternoon check-in in our comfortable hotel in the village of Zuidhorn, we left at 2 PM for 
the first hours of birding. Our destination was Dannemeer, a huge, newly created nature reserve just 
outside the city of Groningen. This visit was nothing less than a kickstart, as we immediately saw a huge 
number of species, among which were several waders: green- and common sandpiper, golden plover, 
dunlin, greenshank, lapwing, ruff, little stint, ringed plover, common snipe and wood sandpiper could all be 
noted. The birds of the afternoon, however, were four Caspian terns. Two adults accompanied by two 
juveniles showed fantastically while feeding, hunting and eventually resting at short distance. 
 
Weather: Cloudy, 22 degrees 
 
 
Day 2: Ezumakeeg, Moddergat, Holwerd, Westhoek             Friday 17 August 2018 
After breakfast we headed for the Frisian Wadden Sea coast. Along the coastline of this UNESCO World 
Heritage Site are some of the best places to see waders at short distance. After a short stop at the 
Ezumakeeg (little ringed plover, Caspian tern) we climbed the sea dike near the village of Moddergat and 
had the first splendid views on the Waddenzee at low tide, with two of the islands at the background 
(Ameland and Schiermonnikoog). Some curlews, grey plovers, whimbrels and bar-tailed godwits were 
feeding on the immense but very nutritious mudflats, while some groups of barnacle geese flew overhead.  
On the way to our next stop, Holwerd (a pier from which the ferry to Ameland leaves), we saw several 
groups of golden plovers, some very close to the road. 
 
At Holwerd we had coffee and enjoyed close views of whimbrel, ringed plover, little stint, grey plover, bar-
tailed godwit, black-tailed godwit, dunlin, turnstone and some fly-by black terns.  
 
In the afternoon the tide was favorable for a visit to one of the most spectacular wader shows to be found 
in northwestern Europe. During incoming tide, thousands and thousands of birds try to find a place to rest. 
If you manage to be there in time, the birds gradually come closer and closer and eventually you’ll find the 
show at only several metres away from you. The combination of quality, quantity, sights and sounds here 
will leave you breathless. During our visit, conditions were close to perfect, so we had an unforgettable 
afternoon in the company of incredible numbers of dunlins, avocets, ringed plovers, little stints, curlew 
sandpipers, grey plovers, redshanks, greenshanks, bar-tailed godwits, curlews and whimbrels, as well as 
several hunting peregrines and some wheatears. This is what you come to Friesland for. 
 
Weather: Sunny, 24 degrees 
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Day 3: Onlanden, Zuidlaardermeer, Oldambt, Polder Breebaart      Saturday 18 August 2018 
After the overwhelming wader show of yesterday, the plan was to temporarily focus on another group of 
birds that can be called a specialty of the region: raptors.  
 
We started at a place called Onlanden, another new reserve bordering the city of Groningen. Ruff, 
greenshank, several marsh harriers and an osprey were waiting for us there, providing nice views through 
the telescope. A good start to the day! 
 
Next stop was Zuidlaardermeer at just a 15 minute drive. Despite the fact that most of the reserve had 
gone dry after our extreme summer, it was still well worth a visit. Some waders were still present (spotted 
redshank, ruff, greenshank, wood sandpiper), as well as a very showy water rail, some great egrets and 
white storks, but what we hoped for soon happened: panic, lots of geese and ducks in the air and no less 
than THREE white-tailed eagles turned up hunting for fish: two juveniles and a majestic adult. Quite 
impressive indeed! A nice bonus was a juvenile goshawk that also showed up and gave good views. 
 
This part of the country is known to be the stronghold for another rare raptor. Thanks to the excellent 
collaboration between farmers and a conservation organisation, numbers of Montagu’s harrier are rising 
slowly but surely. After lunch, we visited the breeding area and found two males hunting above the corn 
fields in the company of numerous marsh harriers and common buzzards. 
 
Our last stop today was at the high tide roost called Breebaartpolder, situated at the extreme northeastern 
tip of The Netherlands. Here we were treated to some 200 spoonbills, 400 spotted redshanks and lots of 
dunlins, curlew sandpipers, common sandpipers and around 200 common seals. 
 
Weather: Sunny start, cloudy afternoon, 22 degrees 
 
 
Day 4: Lauwersmeer National Park             Sunday 19 August 2018 
Lauwersmeer is internationally recognized as one of the main birding areas of The Netherlands and worth a 
visit throughout the year.  We started with a short walk at the south side of the reserve, which produced a 
Caspian tern, a whinchat, a cuckoo, stonechats, linnets etc. Next stop Jaap Deensgat is a nice mixture of 
open water, marshland and reed and is known for the presence of molting ruddy shelducks in July and 
August. We saw about 40 of these beautiful orange ducks, as well as thousands of barnacle geese, some 
ruff, avocets and Caspian terns. 
 
After lunch we paid a visit to a wader hotspot just off Lauwersmeer on the Wadden Sea. Again, a nice set 
showed up with the tide coming in: sanderlings, ringed plovers, dunlins, bar-tailed godwits, grey plovers, 
curlews, spoonbills and whimbrels were seen here (amongst others), as well as a juvenile wheatear. 
 
Weather: Cloudy and a bit windy, no rain, 20 degrees 
 
Day 5: Oostvaardersplassen            Monday 20 August 2018 
It may have been the last day, but we still had quite a busy programme. Between the hotel and the airport 
lies the famous Oostvaardersplassen reserve (situated in the province of Flevoland, which is 100% 
reclaimed land), a worthy end of a great trip. During the first stop we saw some red deer and another ruddy 
shelduck, but some good birds came into view during our first walk around the visitor centre. A great 
surprise were four honey buzzards that flew overhead: two adults and two beautifully marked juveniles 
caused great enthusiasm.  
 
Along the Oostvaardersdijk we saw several Caspian gulls, two juvenile yellow-legged gulls, some black terns 
and a little egret, while a walk towards a hide at the west side of the reserve produced some beautiful 
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sedge warblers, reed warblers and some bearded reedlings; the juveniles were the ones that mostly stole 
the show. Spotted redshanks and ruff were feeding in front of the hide.  
 
At around 1600 it was time so say goodbye to nature and head back to the airport. I think we can look back 
on a perfect birding break in one of the best and most beautiful summer destinations in northwestern 
Europe.  
 
Weather: Sunny, some clouds and even a shower in the afternoon. 24 degrees
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  Common Name Scientific Name Day 1 Day 2 Day 3 Day 4 Day 5 

1 Canada goose*                Branta canadensis 
        

2 Barnacle goose*              Branta leucopsis      

3 Greylag goose*               Anser anser 
    

4 Mute swan*                   Cygnus olor 
 



 

5 Common shelduck             Tadorna tadorna 



  

6 Ruddy shelduck              Tadorna ferruginea 

  

 

7 Garganey                    Spatula querquedula 





  8 Northern shoveler           Spatula clypeata 
    

9 Gadwall                     Mareca strepera 
    

10 Eurasian wigeon             Mareca penelope 

 

 

11 Mallard                     Anas platyrhynchos 
    

12 Northern pintail            Anas acuta 






 13 Eurasian teal               Anas crecca 
    

14 Common pochard              Aythya ferina 

 



 15 Tufted duck                 Aythya fuligula 

 

  

16 Great crested grebe*         Podiceps cristatus 

 

  

Checklist 
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17 White stork*                Ciconia ciconia 
    

18 Eurasian spoonbill*          Platalea leucorodia 
    

19 Grey heron*                  Ardea cinerea 
    

20 Great egret*                 Ardea alba 
    

21 Little egret*                Egretta garzetta 

   



22 Great cormorant*             Phalacrocorax carbo 
    

23 Western osprey                      Pandion haliaetus 

 



 24 European honey-buzzard      Pernis apivorus 

   



25 Eurasian sparrowhawk*       Accipiter nisus 

 







26 Northern goshawk*            Accipiter gentilis 

 



 27 Western marsh harrier*      Circus aeruginosus 
    

28 Montagu's harrier*          Circus pygargus 

 



 29 White-tailed eagle*          Haliaeetus albicilla 

 



 30 Common buzzard*            Buteo buteo 
    

31 Water rail*                  Rallus aquaticus 

 







32 Common moorhen*              Gallinula chloropus 

 

  

33 Eurasian coot*              Fulica atra 
    

34 Eurasian oystercatcher*     Haematopus ostralegus 



 

 35 Pied avocet*                 Recurvirostra avosetta 



  

36 Northern lapwing*            Vanellus vanellus 
    

37 European golden plover*     Pluvialis apricaria 
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38 Grey plover*        Pluvialis squatarola 



  

39 Common ringed plover*        Charadrius hiaticula 
   

40 Little ringed plover*       Charadrius dubius 





  41 Whimbrel*                    Numenius phaeopus 
   

42 Eurasian curlew*            Numenius arquata 



 

 43 Black-tailed godwit*         Limosa limosa 



 

 44 Bar-tailed godwit*          Limosa lapponica 



  

45 Ruddy turnstone*            Arenaria interpres 









46 Ruff*                        Philomachus pugnax 
    

47 Curlew sandpiper*           Calidris ferruginea 



 

 48 Sanderling*                 Calidris alba 

  



49 Dunlin*                      Calidris alpina 
   

50 Little stint*                Calidris minuta 
 

  51 Common snipe*               Gallinago gallinago 




 

52 Common sandpiper*           Actitis hypoleucos 
    

53 Green sandpiper*            Tringa ochropus 
  





54 Common redshank*             Tringa totanus 



  

55 Wood sandpiper*              Tringa glareola 






 56 Spotted redshank*            Tringa erythropus 



 





57 Common greenshank*            Tringa nebularia 






 58 Black-headed gull*          Chroicocephalus ridibundus 
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59 Little gull                 Hydrocoloeus minutus 
    

60 Mediterranean gull          Ichthyaetus melanocephalus 
    

61 Mew gull*                   Larus canus 
    

62 Great black-backed gull*     Larus marinus 









63 European herring gull*               Larus argentatus 



   

64 Caspian gull*                 Larus cachinnans 

   



65 Yellow-legged gull*         Larus michahellis 

   



66 Lesser black-backed gull*    Larus graellsii 
    

67 Caspian tern*                Hydroprogne caspia 
  

 68 Common tern*                 Sterna hirundo 

 

  

69 Black tern*                 Chlidonias niger 





 



70 Stock dove* Columba oenas 
    

71 Common wood pigeon*          Columba palumbus 
    

72 Eurasian collared dove*      Streptopelia decaocto 



   

73 Common cuckoo*               Cuculus canorus 

  



74 Common swift*               Apus apus 


 



75 Great spotted woodpecker*    Dendrocopos major 









76 Common kestrel*           Falco tinnunculus 
    

77 Peregrine falcon*          Falco peregrinus 



 





78 Eurasian jay*              Garrulus glandarius 
    

79 Eurasian magpie*             Pica pica 
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80 Western jackdaw*          Corvus monedula 
    

81 Rook*                      Corvus frugilegus 
    

82 Carrion crow*               Corvus corone 
    

83 Willow tit*                  Poecile montanus 

   



84 Eurasian blue tit*                  Cyanistes caeruleus 



   

85 Great tit*                Parus major 



   

86 Bearded reedling*          Panurus biarmicus 

   



87 Eurasian skylark Alauda arvensis 


 



88 Sand martin*          Riparia riparia 
    

89 Barn swallow*               Hirundo rustica 
    

90 Common house martin*                Delichon urbicum 
    

91 Common chiffchaff*           Phylloscopus collybita 

   



92 Sedge warbler*               Acrocephalus schoenobaenus 

   



93 Eurasian reed warbler*      Acrocephalus scirpaceus 

   



94 Common whitethroat*        Sylvia communis 

  



95 Eurasian wren* Troglodytes troglodytes 

   



96 Short-toed treecreeper*      Certhia brachydactyla 

   



97 Common starling*          Sturnus vulgaris 
    

98 Common blackbird*         Turdus merula 



   

99 European robin              Erithacus rubecula 

   



100 Bluethroat*  Luscinia svecica 
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101 Black redstart*              Phoenicurus ochruros 

  



102 Whinchat                    Saxicola rubetra 

  



103 European stonechat*           Saxicola rubicola 

  



104 Northern wheatear           Oenanthe oenanthe 









105 House sparrow*               Passer domesticus 
    

106 Western yellow wagtail*              Motacilla flava 
    

107 White wagtail*               Motacilla alba 
    

108 Meadow pipit*               Anthus pratensis 



  

109 Common chaffinch                   Fringilla coelebs 

   



110 European greenfinch*         Chloris chloris 

   



111 Common linnet*           Linaria cannabina 


 



112 European goldfinch*         Carduelis carduelis 



  

113 Common reed bunting* Emberiza schoeniclus 

   



  
  
 

  
          

  
Introduced or escaped species (not 
countable): 

  
          

1 Egyptian goose* Alopochen aegyptiaca 
    

2 Common pheasant Phasianus colchicus 
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