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The Vercors, a jumble of limestone mountains, provides a rich range of flowers, mammals and butterflies, 
all adding their own magic to a stunningly beautiful part of France.  Once again this proved to be the case 
with 90 species of birds, over 340 species of flowers (which included 33 species of orchid) and superb 
scenery that we believe rivals anything else in France.  To see soaring vultures or superbly rich Alpine 
meadows set against such wonderful scenery adds greatly to the experience of being in the Vercors.  Add in 
the drama of a thunderstorm late on Tuesday but otherwise mainly sunny conditions and you know that 
this is a glorious place to be.  We believe everyone on the trip revelled in the whole experience.  As usual 
the tour was kept at a relaxed pace with the vehicle taking the strain of getting to the higher Alpine 
meadows and the Hauts Plateaux Reserve and we enjoyed stunning views from many of our lunch time 
picnic spots. 
 
 
Sunday 8 June 

Sunny with a maximum temperature of 34〫C 

The group assembled at the vehicle hire kiosk and after completing the necessary paperwork, we were 
soon underway towards the Vercors.  At the first services on the motorway we paused for lunch and in the 
heat of the day there were very few birds to be seen.  The exceptions to this were a few swallows and 
swifts flying around, starlings nesting in a light gantry and a pair of kestrels visiting what we presumed was 
a nest in a nearby conifer.  As we journeyed on along the motorway we saw one or two black kites, at least 
half a dozen common buzzards, some of which were perched on roadside fence posts and a white stork 
standing on top of a nest some distance from the road. 
 
A detour to Grenoble Airport had us looking at more raptors the first of which was a male hen harrier 
disappearing off into the distance carrying prey.  From around the perimeter road we saw at least 20 black 
kites perhaps half a dozen common buzzards and numerous members of the crow family.  A pair of red-
backed shrikes may well have been breeding, nightingales sang from the depths of scrubby woodland and 
western emerald damselflies were common along the roadside waterway.  At our final stop in this area we 
could hear two or three more nightingales, blackcap and turtle dove all in voice until a couple of shots rang 
out and everything went quiet!   
 



 
 

Continuing onwards we saw a few more common buzzards by the roadside and near Grenoble there were a 
couple of black kites in flight over the Isere River.  Eventually the motorway changed to dual carriageway 
and then to ordinary roads and soon we were seeing numerous orchids and other wildflowers on the 
roadside banks.  These included common poppy, cornflower and corn marigold.  One final stop on the 
approach to Chichilianne  had us looking at early spider, man, lady, fragrant and military orchids as well as a 
hybrid between military and man orchid.  We arrived at the hotel at about 5.30pm in time for a relax 
before a typical and delicious Vercors meal. 
 
 
 
 
Monday 9th June 

Another hot day with temperatures reaching 31.5〫C and a little rain 

During our pre-breakfast walk up the road behind the hotel we identified a good number of birds including 
greenfinch, serin, blackcap, cuckoo, goldfinch, nuthatch and black redstart.  Most of these were sightings 
but nuthatch and cuckoo were just identified on call.  Despite considerable searching, no mammals were 
seen up on the higher slopes. 
 
We took a slightly long route to go to Clelles for shopping and whilst pausing to photograph over a lovely 
flowery meadow to Mont Aiguille we saw a distant golden eagle being mobbed by Alpine chough. Later we 
drove the road towards Trezanne and paused to view some violet bird's nest orchids.  Whilst looking at 
these a raptor was seen overhead and this turned out to be a honey buzzard that went up into a superb 
display flight clapping its wings above its back.  A short distance further on we entered some beech 
woodland to see the coralroot orchids and then during a walk to look  at spitzels and lady orchids, we saw 
four common and one honey buzzard in flight.   We then walked across a meadow to locate lady’s slipper 
orchids and many other interesting species of flora including one-flowered wintergreen, round-leaved 
wintergreen, spurge laurel and birds nest orchid. 
 
After lunch at this spot we drove to Gresse-en-Vercors where we paused for afternoon tea and above the 
housing were lots of house martins, common swifts and yet two more honey buzzards.  After this we drove 
the narrow road to the Pas du Serpaton, where skylarks sang high above the cattle grazed wildflower 
meadows. Ravens and Alpine choughs were present, two golden eagles were seen in the distance and a 
short-toed eagle was very briefly seen.  A couple of yellowhammers were found by two or three of the 
group as was a Red-backed shrike but thankfully everybody saw the three Alpine marmots up on the 
hillside.  Flowers noted here included spring gentian, globeflower, mountain cornflower, spignel and Alpine 
figwort.  This completed a lovely day out and so we returned to the hotel with time to spare before dinner. 
 
Tuesday 10th June 
A hot sunny morning with temperatures reaching 29.5C;  rain thunder and lightning from about 4.45pm 
After a short drive we began our pre-breakfast walk close to the former rubbish tip.  At first birds were in 
short supply but soon we could hear a Skylark singing overhead, and ahead of us both Yellowhammer and 
Whinchat were noted.  As we entered the rubbish tip area a Rabbit went scuttling off while a Blackcap and 
a Blackbird were more co-operative and were fairly well seen.  Further up the track a Green Hairstreak 
butterfly was trying to make the most of the early morning sunshine by perching on a pale stone in the 
middle of the track.  Great Tit and Blue Tit were fairly numerous just ahead of us and as we checked the 
identity of each one we realised that amongst them were a couple of Crested Tits.  Serin, Robin, House 
Sparrow and White Wagtail were also noted during this walk. 
After breakfast we drove up and over the Col de Menee and down to the Vallon de Combeau with no stops 
on the way due to our keenness to get to this super area. We paused near some scree slopes and were 
soon seeing Common and Scarce Swallowtail butterflies.  The views towards the valley were simply 
stunning and a few Griffon Vultures drifted along the skyline to our left.  While watching these it became 
obvious that there were other birds up there too including Alpine Choughs, Alpine Swifts and a lone 
Sparrowhawk.  A little further into the valley we made another stop to search for Chamois but for this 



 
 

species we had no luck at all.  However, a few more butterflies were noted as well as one or two more 
Griffon Vultures.  At the end of the valley we parked and walked up the footpath towards the high plateau 
area.  Flowers were abundant Star of Bethlehem, Wood Cranesbill, Matted Globularia, Smooth Honeywort 
and Perennial Flax.  Tree Pipits accompanied the early part of our walk and in the distance we could make 
out two Golden Eagles, one of which went into a switchback display.  Chaffinch and Bonelli's Warbler were 
noted in amongst the trees, Cuckoo called from above us and on reaching higher ground there were 
fabulous views towards the ridge where more Griffon Vultures could be seen.  At the top of our walk there 
were lots of flowers around including Mountain Avens, Decumbent Treacle Mustard, Trumpet Gentian, 
Southern Woodruff, Alpine Ladys Mantle, Elder-flowered Orchid, Long Spurred Pansy and Hoary Rockrose. 
We made our way back to the vehicles and had lunch in the shade of some nearby conifers and just before 
we left a Hobby flew past at top speed which alarmed the local population of Chaffinches.  We made a 
couple of stops to wander and search for flowers and among others there was Pink Globe Orchid Burnt 
Orchid, St Bernards Lily and Star of Bethlehem.  At the second of these stops we found a group of Lady's 
Slipper Orchids in bloom and at a mineral lick there must have been well over 100 butterflies present.  To 
see such an assemblage of small butterflies (including Blues, Dingy Skipper and Grizzled Skipper) was just 
amazing. One member of the group even had a paddle in the cool mountain stream! 
We left the valley in good time for the return journey to our hotel to allow a little time for packing before 
dinner. 
 
Wednesday 11th June 

Hot and sunny all day with a maximum temperature of 37.5〫C 

There was no pre-breakfast walk to allow time for packing before our departure towards the next hotel.  A 
short way up the road towards the Col du Menee we paused to allow clients time for some photographs 
across a flower filled meadow to Mont Aiguille.  Further on a black woodpecker flew across the road, 
landed low in a tree allowing close but very brief views, before flying off into the depths of the woodland 
and not re-appearing unfortunately.  However, we did hear it calling occasionally.  At another stop a 
firecrest gave really good views although it was in the trees above us making viewing a little difficult at 
times.  Once passed the Col we descended to the village of Archienne and turned towards the Cirque 
d'Archienne.  There were many flowers along the roadside as we drove to our usual stopping spot and 
these included blue aphyllanthes, crown vetch, musk thistle and Alpine figwort.  Griffon vultures were 
leaving their breeding colony at the top end of the valley and heading out in search of food whilst a few 
distant Alpine choughs and Alpine swifts could be seen.  Numerous butterflies of a few species were active 
on this hot morning.   As we left the valley, a short-toed eagle was seen to land on the top of a conifer and 
this gave us an excellent opportunity to view this super bird before it flew off and disappeared into dead 
ground. 
 
We paused in Chatillion-en-Diois for coffee and the only birds noted here were lots of common swifts 
screaming around the roof tops and house sparrows going about their daily lives.  During our onward 
journey along the valley of the Drome River one or two little egrets were noted as well as a solitary black 
kite.  We paused near Beaufort-sur-Gervanne for lunch where we found numerous species of interesting 
flowers including, lizard orchid, late spider orchid and red helleborine.  Bonelli's warbler sang in amongst 
the oak woodland and after lunch we saw at least five rock sparrows and a woodlark on the plains below.  
Close to Plan-de-Baix we successfully located drome and toothed orchid and a male red-backed shrike was 
feeding nearby.  Just before we left 11griffon vultures were seen perched in a field but before we could 
drive any closer all except 1 had taken off.   
 
At the Col de la Bataille we paused to enjoy the fabulous views both sides of the road.  While we did so a 
few Alpine choughs were noted above the high ground in front of us and a common kestrel was hovering 
over the grassy slopes.  Soon, eight griffon vultures drifted by and the roadside flora here was simply 
stunning with banks of wild thyme, Alpine dames violet and Alpine birds-foot trefoil. 
 



 
 

Our journey through the woodland to La Chappelle produced little except occasional song and mistle 
thrushes flying up from the road just in front of us.  We reached the hotel in good time and were soon 
settling in and enjoying a lovely evening meal. 
 
Thursday 12th June 

Another sunny morning with cloud and a little light rain later in the day, maximum temperature  25.5〫C 

We began the day with a few birds in the garden of the hotel including common swifts screaming overhead 
and a male serin perched on a dead branch high up in a conifer.  We then took a walk along the road in 
front of the hotel and off on to a side road where we added another singing serin and a common blackbird.  
The roadside contained many flowers including broad-leaved everlasting pea, man orchid, pyramidal 
orchid, paniculate saxifrage and twayblade orchid.  A track led to a small quarry-like recession and here we 
noted blackcap, marsh tit, robin and a singing garden warbler.  The latter species remained unseen 
unfortunately. 
 
After breakfast we set off through a few kilometres of forest to the Col de la Machine.  On the way we 
encountered a few mistle thrushes and one or two song thrushes that flew up from the road but otherwise 
there was little to be seen.  At the Col itself we all disembarked and began watching the numerous house 
martins that were presumably nesting on the cliffs a little distance away.  As we watched, a wallcreeper 
flew into view but was going away from us and not many people saw it as the distance was considerable.  
However, we kept watch on where we thought it had disappeared for a few minutes but there was no 
further sign of it.  That was until we looked at the nearby cliff only to realise it, or another bird, was now 
collecting food there.  It remained in the area for about 15 minutes and everyone had great views of it - the 
best, closest and most prolonged views we have ever had of a wallcreeper in the Vercors!  We then drove 
some of the road onwards from the Col so that clients could see the amazing feat of engineering in making 
a road along this sheer cliff face.  Further along we spent a little time checking a site where we had seen 
wallcreepers in the past but unfortunately there was no sign of them but we did get good views of Alpine 
swifts and crag martins here as well as locating a couple of close house martin nests on the cliff above us. 
 
We returned to the Col de la Machine and did a brief repeat watch and this time we picked up two 
wallcreepers in flight but the leading one that everyone was watching flew into a part of the cliff we could 
not see so it was lost to view.  However, we thought a celebratory coffee at the nearby hotel was called for! 
Later as we arrived at the Font d'Urle we had a brief view of a northern wheatear.  After we had eaten our 
picnic lunch we then wandered in search of flowers and other wildlife.  A pair of water pipits were probably 
nesting not far from the car park while Alpine choughs were numerous and a couple of their red-billed 
cousins flew overhead calling.  Unfortunately there were people close to where we expected to see some 
Alpine marmots so these large rodents did not put in an appearance.  Towards the Port d'Urle we found 
plenty of flowers including globeflower, bistort, poets narcissus, musky saxifrage, globe orchid, long-
spurred pansy, ciliate rock jasmine and yellow whitlow grass and many more.  In all over 50 species were 
recorded.  Beyond the 'Port' a couple of griffon vultures drifted past as we took in the fabulous view to the 
south where ridge after ridge were highlighted by the afternoon haze.  We made the a gentle return to the 
vehicles taking in more flowers as we went then as we drove away we saw a fine male black redstart and a 
pair of linnets. 
 
After a brief stop at the memorial to the people of Vassieux where a skylark sang overhead, we took the 
road towards the Col de Vassieux.  Here we saw another northern wheatear and then a passing honey 
buzzard landed in a field of recently cut hay and began searching for insects and other things that might 
have been casualties of the cut.  This bird gave us really good views. 
 
From here we drove to the Col de Rousset where we took in some of the complexities of the road 
constructed to make the journey from Die up and over the Col.  Also here we saw at least 10 griffon 
vultures in flight and had excellent views of a Bonelli's warbler in scrub just below the car park.  The final 
stop of the day was at a roadside bank near la Chappelle where there were at least seven species of orchids 
among the wild flowers.  As we looked at these, a black woodpecker was heard calling nearby and it then 



 
 

flew into the trees just above us but apart from the glimpse of it flying overhead, it remained hidden from 
view. 
 
Friday 13th June 

Another sunny morning with some cloud after lunch and temperatures up to 25.5〫C 

The pre-breakfast walk along the road behind the hotel produced a few unexpected sightings as well as the 
'standard' species such as swifts chaffinch, blackcap and black redstart. New for a stroll here was crested 
tit, there was a pair collecting food and probably feeding young in a conifer tree just a short distance away.  
Two other highlights spring to mind the first being a juvenile black redstart perched in a hawthorn bush 
preening itself.  Everyone was able to get a prolonged and good view of this.  The other highlight was a 
dunnock!   
After our usual continental breakfast we set off for a Hauts Plateaux walk.  During the drive to La Coche we 
paused on the wooded slopes to view bird's nest orchids and some helleborines which were sadly not in 
flower yet.  Occasional mistle thrushes flew up from the road and as we began walking from the car park 
song thrushes were singing from the depths of the forest.  Apart from species such as chaffinch, robin and 
blackcap singing from the depths of the woodland, birds were in rather short supply during the outward 
journey. However, the flowers more than made up for this with a wide array of upland and Alpine species 
these included whorled and angular Soloman’s seal, aconite-leaved buttercup, mountain thrift, matted, 
common and leafless stemmed globularia, fly and Alpine honeysuckle, elder-flowered orchid, Alpine 
pasque Flower, paniculate saxifrage, garland flower (Mike made everybody smell the lovely scent of his 
favourite flower). Also noted were lady’s and Alpine mantle, trumpet gentian and wild thyme and many 
more.   
 
When we reached the furtherest point of our walk some of the usual flowers such as wild tulip and elder-
flowered orchid had finished blooming but globeflower and mountain thrift added carpets of yellow and 
pink respectively.  We occasionally glanced to the blue skies up above and on one occasion about eight 
griffon vultures were seen drifting by.   One of these was accompanied by a peregrine falcon which seemed 
to be ensuring that the vultures kept moving on.  Other flowers in this area included pyramidal bugle, rock 
cinquefoil, Alpine birdsfoot trefoil, crosswort, horseshoe vetch and many more.  Again a wonderful area for 
wild flowers. 
 
Not long after we started our return walk, a firecrest was heard singing and we were soon able to get 
excellent views of this tiny bird.  A short distance further on a pair of crested tits was seen feeding and we 
watched these for a while before they headed off.   In the warmth of the middle of the day, butterflies had 
not become quite active and species noted included swallowtail and scarce swallowtail,   lots of orange-tip 
and occasional clouded yellow and a few wood whites.  Blues and fritillaries were so active that in general 
we were unable to identify them but in one of the drainage channels a number of grizzled and dingy 
skippers were gathering at a presumed mineral lick. 
 
On reaching the vehicles we drove along the Haut Plateaux road to our picnic spot where flowers and 
occasional butterflies were seen but by now everyone was hungry enough to worry about the picnic than 
the surrounding wildlife.  Once lunch was completed we descended to the valley floor as clouds seemed to 
be filling in.  We drove to the Col du Rousset and onwards towards Chamaloc pausing to view the nesting 
area of the main colony of griffon vultures.  Not only were there a few to be seen on the distant nesting 
ledges but there was also at least 40 flying around in the distance towards Die.  Afternoon tea in Chamaloc 
seemed like a good idea so we drove down to the restaurant there for refreshments. 
 
With the weather now closing in and quite windy we decided to head back to the hotel taking in a detour 
via Vassieux in the hope of seeing a few extra birds but sadly nothing new was seen. 
 
Saturday 14th June 

Mainly sunny and a little cooler at 22.5〫C 



 
 

Our pre-breakfast walk included just a few of the usual species in the vicinity including black redstart, serin, 
white wagtail and blackcap. After breakfast we drove northwards and paused in St-Martin-en-Vercors 
where some clients photographed the monument to the final bear seen in the Vercors in 1937.  Whilst here 
we saw a female and juvenile Stonechat, at least three black redstarts, greenfinch and white wagtail.  Later 
as we drove through the Foret de Chalimont song thrushes and mistle thrushes were seen flying up from 
the roadsides and we paused to look at various flowers which included herb paris and pale-flowered orchid.  
Also noted here were firecrest and crested tit.  Further along at a viewpoint over a meadow we saw Kestrel 
in the distance and heard a black woodpecker calling. After pausing at a viewpoint memorial above the 
Gorges de la Bourne we made our way to Geymonds for a coffee stop and here we saw two or three more 
black redstarts. 
 
Near Lans-en-Vercors there were at least two marsh warblers singing in the meadows and also here the 
display of wildflowers was just superb with great burnet, bistort, marsh thistle, marsh cranesbill, 
meadowsweet and broad-leaved marsh orchid.   A little further north a side road took us to our lunch spot.  
After lunch we walked along the road where numerous butterflies were found including five or six apollos.  
A few barn swallows and common swifts were flying around feeding and a short-toed eagle was seen 
hovering in the usual legs dangling manner.  A black kite began circling over the woodland and this was 
immediately joined by a presumed resident common buzzard. We then realised that there were two more 
raptors in the air as well.  These were a common kestrel and a northern goshawk.  At one stage, all four 
birds were in the same binocular field of view!  Once again the roadside flowers were stunning and these 
included fairy foxglove, paniculate saxifrage, man orchid, broad-leaved sermountain, rock stonecrop, wood 
and Carthusian Pink, wild thyme, swallow-wort and winged greenweed to name but a few.  Finally from a 
viewpoint into the valley a pair of common ravens and a few crag martins were seen.   
 
As we left the area we noted there were good numbers of large yellow foxgloves on the roadside banks.  
We drove to Autrans and then Meaudre seeing a couple of common buzzards on the way.  In the Gorge de 
Meaudre we checked the river for white-throated dippers but without success.  On the way to the Gorges 
de la Bourne a black kite was noted and at the northern end of the Gorges de la Bourne, two dippers, two 
grey wagtails and three or four white wagtails were seen in the gloom of the deep river-cut valley.  Further 
on at another stop yet two more dippers were noted and just before we left this spot another black kite 
flew along and was immediately mobbed by one of the local peregrines.  As the kite moved away, the 
peregrine flew back towards the cliff top and was immediately joined by a second bird. Just before we left, 
both Peregrines perched high up on the cliff top above us. 
 
We drove back through the valleys towards La Chappelle seeing a male red-backed shrike perched on 
roadside wires as we went.  Two or three people in the leading vehicle saw a Weasel run across the road 
but sadly it disappeared quite rapidly.  We reached the Hotel Bellier by about 5.30pm giving plenty of time 
to relax before another super evening meal. 
 
Sunday 15th June 
Another warm and sunny day 
There was no pre-breakfast walk to allow clients time for packing although one or two did manage a stroll 
and managed to see a few birds including black redstart and crested tit. 
 
Near St-Martin-en-Vercors we paused to view a couple of raptors which turned out to be common buzzards 
and we then saw a smaller bird singing from the top of a willow bush and this proved to be another marsh 
warbler to add to the previous days sightings.  The onward journey took us northwards out of the Vercors 
and down to Grenoble.  At some lakes near this city we were able to view a colony of lovely bee-eaters and 
over the years this colony seems to have increased in number quite considerably.  However the same 
cannot be said of the lakes themselves some of which seem to be being filled in.  A couple of areas of bare 
ground each held their own little ringed plover and the small reedbeds held singing reed warbler.  
Overhead black kite and common buzzard were seen and as we returned to the vehicles, a green 
woodpecker was seen flying into the woodland. 



 
 

 
We drove out onto the motorway and took the route towards Lyon.  At the first available 'Aire' we paused 
for lunch and afterwards we drove to do our usual circuit of Grenoble Airport.  As we reached the first part 
of the perimeter fence we located a new species for Travelling Naturalist on a Vercors tour, a European 
roller.  We managed to park safely nearby and watched this bird for perhaps 20 minutes during which time 
it stayed perched on the same piece of fence.  Whilst there it preened and stretched its wings a little which 
proved it was a live bird or a very fine radio-controlled model!!  Corn bunting and red-backed shrike were 
seen from the same location and a common quail was heard calling by one or two of the group.  Out over 
the airfield grassland a few black kites were seen as well as rooks and carrion crows.  The waterway 
alongside the road held both western and beautiful demoiselle damselflies and at one point we heard some 
marsh frogs calling.  Just before we reached a tarmac road again a lone northern lapwing flew up from 
beside the track. 
 
Finally in this area we paused at a woodland surrounded gravel pit where we could hear at least two 
nightingales singing.  About a dozen mallard, a few coots and moorhens and a lone little grebe were 
feeding in the wetter areas and a Stoat was seen by one member of the group close to the vehicles.  Other 
birds noted here included common swifts, blackcap and goldfinch. Just a few flowers were noted including 
travellers joy, white melilot, vervain and field scabious.  However by now it was time to begin the journey 
towards Lyon Airport so we returned to the motorway and after passing our usual white storks’ nest (on 
which two adults were stood) we made good time to the airport.   

  



 
 

SPECIES LIST: 
 
BIRDS 
 
Common Quail Coturnix coturnix Heard by one or two clients close to Grenoble 

airport on 15th. 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos About a dozen seen close to Grenoble on 15th. 
White Stork Ciconia ciconia One on a nest on 8th and two there on 15th during 

the journeys to and from the Vercors. 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Two seen in flight close to St Martin-en-Vercors on 

15th. 
Little Egret Egretta garzetta One or two seen along the Drome River on 11th. 
European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus The first of three birds seen on 9th was in a 

fabulous wing-clapping-over-its-back display.    
While having afternoon drinks in Gresse-en-Vercors 
later the same day, two more birds flew over.  Our 
only other sighting was of a single bird near 
Vassieux that landed on a freshly cut hay meadow 
to search for food (12th). 

Black Kite Milvus migrans 15 - 20 birds were at Grenoble airport on 8th and 
there were a further two or three seen during the 
rest of the journey to Chichilianne.  The species was 
also seen on a further four days. 

Eurasian Griffon Vulture Gyps fulvus This re-introduced species is now common in the 
Vercors.  We saw birds on 5 days with at least 50 
seen together near the Col de Rousset on 13th. 

Short-toed (Snake) Eagle Circaetus gallicus Our first was seen briefly at the Pas de Serpaton on 
9th.  We had a probable further 3sightings with the 
best view being of a perched then flying bird in the 
Archianne valley on 11th. 

Hen (Northern) Harrier Circus cyaneus One male was seen flying off into the distance 
carrying prey near Grenoble airport on 8th. 

Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus Just a single sighting of one in flight close to a 
Griffon Vulture in the Vallon de Combeau on 10th.  
This really emphasised the difference in size 
between the two species. 

Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis A single bird seen in flight above Engines on 14th 
was circling around in the company of a Common 
Kestrel, a Common Buzzard and a Black Kite giving 
good opportunities for size comparisons.  At times, 
all four birds were in the same field of view! 

Common (Eurasian) Buzzard Buteo buteo Seen every day of the tour. 
Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos Three seen on 9th and also on 10th with the best 

sighting being of two together over the Vallon de 
Combeau on the latter day. 

Common (Eurasian) Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Small numbers seen every day except 13th. 
Eurasian Hobby Falco subbuteo A single sighting of a bird dashing through the 

upper part of the Vallon de Combeau on 10th. 
Peregrine Falco peregrinus One seen in the company of a Griffon Vulture above 

the Hauts Plateaux on 13th then two in the Gorges 
de la Bourne the following day. 

Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus A couple seen near Grenoble airport on 8th then 
three there, including a juvenile, on 15th. 

Eurasian Coot Fulica atra Four near Grenoble airport on 15th included two 
juveniles. 

Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus A single bird was seen near Grenoble airport on 8th 
and again on 15th.  This was the first sighting of this 



 
 

species for a Travelling Naturalist tour to the 
Vercors. 

Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius Possibly two different individuals seen at lakes near 
Grenoble on 15th. 

Rock Dove (Feral Pigeon) Columba livia Just a couple seen near la Chapelle-en-Vercors  on 
11th. 

(Common) Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus Small numbers seen every day except 13th. 
European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur Just a single bird heard calling near Grenoble airport 

on 8th. 
Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decacocto Just noted on 8th and 15th during the journey from 

and to Lyon airport and a couple seen in Clelles on 
9th. 

Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus Heard every day but not actually seen despite 
considerable searches.  An elusive species here!  

Alpine Swift Apus melba This high flying large swift was seen on 10th in the 
Vallon de Combeau and on 12th at Combe Laval. 

Common Swift Apus apus Common.  Seen every day. 
European Roller Coracias garrulus A lone bird was well seen at Grenoble Airport on 

15th in fact we watched it for about 20 minutes!  
This was the first sighting of this species for a 
Travelling Naturalist tour to the Vercors. 

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major Just heard on 11th near Beaufort. 
Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius A brief but close view near the Col de Menee on 

11th was our first contact with this species which 
we saw and heard calling and drumming the 
following day near la Chapelle.   The species was 
also heard on 14th in the Foret de Chalimont. 

(European) Green Woodpecker Picus viridus A single sighting of a bird in flight at the lakes near 
Grenoble on 15th. 

Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio A pair was seen at Grenoble airport on 8th and 15th 
but in the Vercors we just had three sightings (9th, 
11th & 14th) which is well down on what we would 
expect.  Where have all of the Red-backed Shrikes 
gone this year? 

Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius Small numbers seen on five days of the tour mostly 
as birds flying across the road in front of the 
vehicles. 

Eurasian Magpie Pica pica Seen every day. 
Red-billed Chough Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax Just two seen at the Font d'Urle on 12th. 
Alpine (Yellow-billed) Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus Noted on five consecutive days from 9th mostly as 

distant birds.  As usual, the closest views were at 
the Font d'Urle on 12th where we saw perhaps 20 
individual birds. 

(Western) Jackdaw Corvus monedula Just seen on 11th during the journey to la Chapelle. 
Rook Corvus frugilegus A couple were identified at Grenoble airport on 

15th. 
Carrion Crow Corvus corone Seen every day. 
Northern Raven Corvus corax Small numbers, often identified by their calls, were 

recorded on six consecutive days from 9th. 
Marsh Tit Parus palustris Seen on 9th near Trezanne and on 12th during the 

pre breakfast walk. 
Coal Tit Parus ater Seen on 5 days including in the garden of the Hotel 

Bellier where they were nesting in the wall of the 
chapel. 

(European) Crested Tit Parus cristatus First seen during the early walk near the former 
rubbish tip at Chichilianne on 10th and then seen 
on a further three days. 

Great Tit Parus major Noted on 6 days of the tour. 



 
 

Blue Tit Parus caeruleus Just noted on three days of the tour mainly during 
the pre breakfast walks and in the garden of the 
Hotel Bellier. 

Woodlark Lullula arborea Just a single bird seen near Beaufort-sur-Gervanne 
on 11th. 

(Eurasian) Skylark Alauda arvensis Seen on 4 days mainly around cultivated fields. 
Eurasian Crag Martin Hirundo rupestris First seen on 10th in the Vallon de Combeau then 

encountered on a further 2 days close to high, rocky 
ridges.  The closest views were along the road 
beyond the Col de la Machine on 12th. 

Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Small numbers seen every day. 
(Common) House Martin Delichon urbica Noted on 6 days of the tour mainly around towns 

and villages but the biggest gathering was seen 
from the Col de la Machine on 12th where the birds 
were on natural nesting sites on the cliffs. 

Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita Seen on 13th during the Hauts Plateaux walk and 
heard on a further four days. 

Western Bonelli’s Warbler Phylloscopus bonelli Noted on four successive days from 9th with the 
best views at the Col de Rousset on 12th. 

(European) Marsh Warbler Acrocephalus palustris Two seen on 14th near Lans-en-Vercors then 
another seen near St-Martin-en-Vercors the 
following day. 

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus One heard singing at the lakes near Grenoble on 
15th. 

Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus Seen briefly at the lakes near Grenoble on 15th 
where a further couple were heard singing. 

Blackcap Sylvia atricopilla Heard or seen every day of the tour. 
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin A single bird was heard singing during the pre 

breakfast walk on 12th. 
Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis A single bird was seen and heard singing at 

Grenoble airport on 8th. 
Firecrest Regulus ignicopillus Good views of birds on 11th, 13th and 14th. 
(Winter) Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Seen or heard on four days. 
(Eurasian) Nuthatch Sitta europaea Just heard on 9th during the pre breakfast walk. 
Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria One seen flying off into the distance almost as soon 

as we arrived at the Col de la Machine on 12th but 
sadly not everyone got on to it.  However, shortly 
afterwards, it or the other bird of the pair visited 
the near part of the cliff to our right giving everyone 
brilliant views as it collected food for its young!  
Later, two birds were seen in flight together!! 

Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris Seen every day in small numbers except 10th. 
(Common) Blackbird Turdus merula Seen every day. 
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos Seen or heard every day from 10th with most 

sightings referring to birds flying up from the road 
as we drove through the forests. 

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus As with the previous species, seen along the roads 
every day except 8th. 

(European) Robin Erithacus rubecula First heard during the pre breakfast walk on 9th 
then noted on a further 4 days. 

Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos At least three heard around Grenoble airport on 8th 
then heard at the lakes near Grenoble on 15th. 

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros Seen every day in good numbers with birds even 
noted in the grounds of both hotels. 

Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus Just a single sighting of a male coming to the 
pond/swimming pool in the grounds of the Hotel 
Bellier to drink on the evening of 11th. 

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra A single sighting of a male during the pre breakfast 
walk on10th. 



 
 

Eurasian Stonechat Saxicola torquata Seen on 8th and 15th near Grenoble airport and 
two were seen near St-Martin-en-Vercors on 14th. 

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Just a single sighting at Font d'Urle and another 
near Vassieux on 12th. 

(White-throated) Dipper Cinclus cinclus Four seen in the Gorges de la Bourne on 14th.  This 
obviously related to two breeding pairs as they 
were all adults and each pair was a few kilometres 
apart.  

House Sparrow Paser domesticus Seen every day. 
Rock Sparrow Petronia petronia At least five seen near Beaufort on 11th. 
Dunnock Prunella modularis Just a single bird seen during the pre breakfast walk 

on 13th. 
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea At least three seen in the Gorges de la Bourne on 

14th and also seen there as we drove through on 
15th. 

White Wagtail Motacilla alba Seen every day.  This commonly seen species 
seemed to frequently run the gauntlet of speeding 
traffic as they very often fed along the roads. 

Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta A pair was seen at the Font d'Urle on 12th. 
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis First seen close to Trezanne on 9th and then well 

seen in the Vallon de Combeau on 10th.  Finally a 
single bird was noted during the Hauts Plateaux 
walk on 14th. 

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Common.  Seen every day except 8th. 
European Serin Serinus serinus Seen every day. 
(European) Greenfinch Carduelis chloris Seen on five days of the tour. 
(European) Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Seen every day. 
Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina The first was a male at the Font d'Urle on 12th and 

we then saw one the following day and two on 
14th. 

(Eurasian) Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula Glimpsed flying across the road on 10th then heard 
on 13th and 14th. 

Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra Seen at Grenoble airport on 8th and 15th and also 
near Beaufort on 11th. 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Small numbers seen or heard on four days of the 
tour. 

 

MAMMALS 
 
Weasel Mustela nivalis One seen to run across the road in front of the 

leading vehicle on 14th near St-Martin-en-Vercors. 
Stoat Mustela erminea One seen briefly by one member of the group near 

Grenoble airport on 15th. 
Red Deer  Cervus elaphus Just a single hind seen in the forest after we had 

passed the Col de la Bataille on the way to la 
Chapelle on 11th. 

Alpine Marmot Marmota marmota Three seen at the Pas de Serpaton on 9th. 
Coypu Myocastor coypus One seen in a lake near Grenoble on 15th. 
European Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus Just a single actual sighting close to Chichilianne on 

10th but plenty of 'signs' seen on other days. 
 

AMPHIBIANS 
 

Marsh Frog Rana ridibunda 
 



 
 

 
 
REPTILES 
 

Common Wall Lizard Podarcis muralis 
 

BUTTERFLIES 
 
Swallowtail Papilio machon 
Scarce Swallowtail Iphiclides podalirius 
Apollo Parnassius apollo 
Clouded Apollo Parnassus mnemosyne 
Black-veined White Aporia crategi 
Large White Pieris brassicae 
Green-veined White Artogeia napi 
Orange Tip Anthocharis cardamines 
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus 
Brimstone Gonopteryx cleopatra 
Wood White Leptidea sinapis 
Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi 
Small Blue Cupido minimus 
Marazine Blue Cyaniris semiargus 
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus 
Duke of Burgundy Fritillary Hamaeris lucina 
Comma Polygonia c-album 
Peacock Inachis io 
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 
Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae 
Spotted Fritillary Melitaea didyma 
Marbled White Melanargia galathea 
Great-banded Grayling Brintesia circe 
Piedmont Ringlet Erebia meolans 
Meadow Brown Maniola jurtina 
Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilius 
Wall Brown Lasiommata megera 
Grizzled Skipper Pyrgus malvae 
Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages 
Small Skipper Thymelicus flavus 
Red Underwing Skipper Catocala nupta 
 

MOTHS 
 
Hummingbird Hawk Moth Macroglossum stellatarum 
Six-spot Burnet Zygaena filipendulae 
 

DRAGONFLIES 
 
Broad-bodied Chaser Libellula depressa 
Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum 
Banded Demoiselle Calopteryx splendens 
Western Demoiselle Calopteryx xanthestoma 
Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella 
 

OTHER INSECTS 
 

Field Cricket Gryllus campestris 
Two-Spot Ladybird  Adalia bipunctata 
Seven-spot Ladybird  Coccinella 7-punctata   



 
 

Violet Carpenter Bee  Xylocopa violacea 
Hornet    Vespa crabro 
Ascalaphus libelluloides 
 

FLORA 
 
Pinaceae 
Abies alba Silver Fir 
Picea abies Norway Spruce 
Pinus uncinata Mountain Pine  
Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine 
 
Cupressaceae 
Juniperus communis Common Juniper 
Juniperus communis ssp. Alpina Dwarf Juniper 
 
Salicaceae 
Salix hegetschweileri Alpine Willow 
 
Juglandaceae 
Juglans regia Walnut 
 
Betulaceae 
Betula pendula Silver Birch 
Alnus glutinosa Alder 
 
Fagaceae 
Fagus sylvatica Beech 
Castanea sativa Sweet (Spanish) Chestnut 
Quercus pubescens Downy Oak 
 
Aceraceae 
Acer campestre Field Maple 
Acer monspessulanum Montpelier Maple 
Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore 
 
Aquifoliaceae 
Ilex aquifolium Holly 
 
Tiliaceae 
Tilia platyphyllos Large-leaved Lime 
 
Urticaceae 
Urtica dioica Stinging Nettle 
 
Oleaceae 
Fraxinus excelsior Ash 
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet 
 
Polygonaceae 
Polygonum bistorta Bistort 
Oxyria digyna Mountain Sorrel 
Rumex alpines Monks Rhubarb 
Rumex arifolius Mountain Dock 
Rumex scutatus French Sorrel 
 
Caryophyllaceae 
Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged Robin 
Silene nutans Nottingham Catchfly 



 
 

Silene vulgaris Bladder Campion 
Silene rupestris Rock Campion 
Silene dioica Red Campion 
Silene latifolia ssp alba White Campion 
Saponaria ocymoides Rock Soapwort 
Dianthus sylvestris Wood Pink 
Dianthus carthusianorum Carthusian Pink 
Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort 
Stellaria holostia Greater Stitchwort 
Cerastium  fontanum Common Mouse-ear 
 
Ranunculaceae 
Helleborus foetidus Stinking Hellebore 
Trollius europaeus Globeflower 
Caltha palustris Marsh Marigold 
Pulsatilla alpina Alpine Pasque Flower 
Ranunculus nemorosus Wood Buttercup 
Ranunculus alpestris Alpine Buttercup 
Ranunculus aconitifolius Aconite-leaved Buttercup 
Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup 
Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup 
Thalictrum aquilegifolium Great Meadow-rue 
Aquilegia vulgaris Common Columbine 
Clematis vitalba Traveller’s Joy 
 
Fumariaceae 
Fumaria officinalis Common Fumitory 
Papaveraceae 
Papaver rhoeas Common (Field) Poppy 
 
Brassicaceae 
Erysimum decumbens Decumbent Treacle-mustard 
Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard 
Cardamine pentaphyllos Seven-leaflet Bittercress 
Cardamine pratensis Cuckoo Flower (Lady’s Smock) 
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd’s Purse 
Reseda luteola Weld 
 
Crassulaceae 
Sempervivum tectorum Common Houseleek 
Sedum reflexum Rock Stonecrop 
Sedum acre Biting Stonecrop/Wallpepper 
 
Saxifragaceae 
Saxifraga moschata Musky Saxifrage 
Saxifraga granulata Meadow Saxifrage 
Saxifraga paniculata Paniculate/Livelong Saxifrage 
 
Rosaceae 
Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet 
Aruncus dioicus Goatsbeard Spiraea 
Sanguisorba officinalis Great Burnet 
Sanguisorba minor Salad Burnet 
Alchemilla alpina Alpine Lady’s Mantle 
Alchemilla vulgaris Lady’s Mantle 
 
Rosa pendulina Alpine Rose 
Rosa canina Dog Rose 
Rosa arvensis Field Rose 



 
 

Rubus fruticosus Bramble/Blackberry 
Rubus idaeus Raspberry 
Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry 
Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony 
Geum urbanum Herb Bennet/Wood Avens 
Dryas octopetala Mountain Avens 
Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil 
Potentilla crantzii Alpine Cinquefoil 
Potentilla rupestris Rock Cinquefoil 
Potentilla argentea Hoary Rockrose 
Sorbus aucuparia Mountain Ash/Rowan 
Sorbus aria Whitebeam 
Amelanchier ovalis Snowy Mespilus 
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn/May 
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn 
Cotoneaster integerrimus Wild Cotoneaster 
 
Fabaceae 
Securigera varia Crown Vetch 
Cytisus sessifolius 
Chamaespartium sagittale Winged Greenweed 
Robinia pseudacacia False acacia 
Laburnum anagvroides Laburnum 
Astragalus sempervirens Mountain Tragacanth 
Vicia sativa Common Vetch 
Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch 
Vicia hirsuta Hairy Tare 
Lathyrus latifolius Broad-leaved Everlasting Pea 
Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling 
Lathyrus aphaca Yellow Vetchling 
Onobrychis vicifolia Sainfoin 
Ononis cristata Mount Cenis Restharrow 
Anthyllis vulneraria Common Kidney-vetch (both yellow & pink varieties) 
Anthyllis montana Mountain Kidney-vetch 
Hippocrepis comosa Horseshoe Vetch 
Melilotus altissima Tall Melilot 
Melilotus alba White Melilot 
Medicago sativa Lucerne 
Lotus corniculatus Birdsfoot Trefoil 
Lotus alpinus Alpine Birdsfoot Trefoil 
Medicago hybrida Black Medick 
Psoralea bituminosa Pitch Trefoil 
Trifolium campestre Hop Trefoil 
Trifolium pratense Red Clover 
Trifolium alpinum Alpine Clover 
Trifolium montanum Mountain Clover 
Trifolium repens White/Dutch Clover 
Dorycnium pentaphyllum Dorycnium 
Tetragonolobus maritimus Dragon’s-teeth 
 
Oxalidaceae 
Oxalis acetosella Wood-Sorrel 
 
Linaceae 
Linum perenne Perennial Flax 
Linum suffruiticosum spp salsaloides White Flax 
Linum catharticum Fairy Flax 
 
Geraniaceae 



 
 

Geranium sanguineum Bloody Cranesbill 
Geranium sylvaticum Wood Cranesbill 
Geranium palustre Dusky Cranesbill 
Geranium palustre Marsh Cranesbill 
Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Cranesbill 
Geranium pyrenaicum Hedgerow Cranesbill 
Geranium molle Dovesfoot Cranesbill 
Geranium robertianum Herb Robert 
 
Euphorbiaceae 
Euphorbia cyparissias Cypress Spurge 
Euphorbia hyberna Irish Spurge 
 
Polygalaceae 
Polygala calcerea Chalk Milkwort 
Polygala nicaensis Nice Milkwort 
 
Thymelaeaceae 
Daphne laureola Spurge Laurel 
Daphne cneorum Garland Flower 
Daphne mezereum Mezereon 
 
Buxaceae 
Buxus sempervirens Box 
 
Malvaceae 
Malva moschata Musk Mallow 
Malva sylvestris Common Mallow 
 
Clusiaceae 
Hypericum perforatum Perforate St John’s Wort 
Violaceae 
Viola rivinlana Common Dog Violet 
Viola calcarata Long-Spurred Pansy 
Viola tricolor Heartsease 
Viola arvensis Field Pansy 
 
Cistaceae 
Helianthemum nummularium Common Rockrose 
Helianthemum oelandicum Alpine Rockrose 
Helianthemum canum Hoary Rockrose 
 
Lythraceae 
Lythrum salicaria Purple Loosestrife 
 
Cornaceae 
Cornus sanguinea Common Dogwood 
 
Araliaceae 
Hedera helix Ivy 
 
Apiaceae 
Sanicula europaea Sanicle 
Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley 
Conopodium majus Pignut 
Meum athamanticum Alpine Fennel/Spignel 
Laserpitium latifolium Broad-leaved Sermountain 
Heracleum sphondylium Hogweed 
Angelica sylvestris Wild Angelica 



 
 

 
Pyrolaceae 
Pyrola rotundifolia Round-leaved Wintergreen 
Monesus uniflora One-flowered Wintergreen 
 
Ericaceae 
Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry 
Vaccinium vitis-idaea Cowberry 
 
Primulaceae 
Primula veris Cowslip 
Lysimachia nemorum Yellow Pimpernel 
Androsace villosa Ciliate Rock-Jasmine 
 
Plumbaginaceae 
Armeria alpina Alpine Thrift 
 
Oleaceae 
Ligustrum vulgare Wild Privet 
Apocynaceae 
Vinca minor Lesser Periwinkle 
 
Asclepiadaceae 
Vincetoxicum hirundinaria Swallow-wort 
 
Gentianaceae 
Gentiana lutea Great Yellow Gentian 
Gentiana acaulis Trumpet Gentian 
Gentiana verna Spring Gentian 
 
Convolvulaceae 
Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed 
Convolvulus cantabrica Pink Bindweed 
Cuscuta europaea Greater Dodder 
 
Rubiaceae 
Rubia peregrina Wild Madder 
Galium verum Lady’s Bedstraw 
Galium mollugo Hedge Bedstraw 
Asperula taurina Southern Woodruff 
Crucia laevipes Crosswort 
 
Boraginaceae 
Cerinthe glabra Smooth Honeywort 
Echium vulgare Viper’s Bugloss 
Symphytum officinale Common Comfrey 
Cynoglossum officinale Hound’s Tongue 
Pulmonaria Montana Mountain Lungwort 
Myosotis alpina Alpine Wood Forget-me-not 
Myosotis arvensis Field Forget-me-not 
Echium vulgare Viper’s Bugloss 
 
Verbenaceae 
Verbena officinalis Vervain 
 
Lamiaceae 
Ajuga reptans Common Bugle 
Ajuga genevensis Blue Bugle 
Ajuga pyramidalis Pyramidal Bugle 



 
 

Teucrium chamaedrys Wall Germander 
Lamiastrum galeobdolon Yellow Archangel 
Salvia pratensis Meadow Clary 
Stachys byzantine Lamb’s Ear 
Ballota nigra Black Horehound 
Lamium album White Deadnettle 
Prunella laciniata Cut-leaved Self-Heal 
Acinosa alpines Alpine Calamint 
Melittis melissophyllum Bastard Balm 
Thymus serphyllum Wild Thyme 
 
Solanaceae 
Solanum dulcamara Bittersweet 
 
Scrophulariaceae 
Verbascum phlomoides Orange Mullein 
Verbascum nigrum Dark Mullein 
Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort 
Scrophularia canina Alpine Figwort 
Antirrhinum majus Snapdragon 
Linaria supina Pyrenean Toadflax 
Linaria alpina Alpine Toadflax 
Digitalis grandiflora Large Yellow Foxglove 
Digitalis lutea Small Yellow Foxglove 
Erinus alpinus Fairy Foxglove 
Veronica austriaca Large Speedwell 
Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell 
Veronica persica Common Field Speedwell 
Rhinanthus angustifolius  Greater Yellow Rattle 
Melampyrum cristatum Crested Cow-wheat 
Melampyrum pratense Common Cow-wheat 
Pedicularis verticillate Verticillate Lousewort 
 
Orobanchaceae 
Orobanche caryophyllacea Clove-scented Broomrape 
Plantaginaceae 
Plantago media Hoary Plantain 
Plantago maritima Sea Plantain 
 
Globulariaceae 
Globularia puncta Common Globularia 
Globularia cordifolia Matted Globularia 
Globularia nudicaulis Leafless-stemmed Globularia 
 
Lentibulariaceae 
Pinguicula grandiflora Large-flowered Butterwort 
 
Valerianaceae 
Valeriana dioica Marsh Valerian 
Centranthus angustifolius Narrow-leaved Valerian 
 
Caprifoliaceae 
Lonicera alpigena Alpine Honeysuckle 
Lonicera xylosteum Fly Honeysuckle 
Vibernum tinus Laurustinus 
Sambucus ebulus Dwarf Elder 
Sambucus nigra Elder 
 
Dipsacaceae 



 
 

Knautia arvensis Field Scabious 
Knautia dipsacifolia 
 
Campanulaceae 
Campanula rotundifolia Harebell 
Campanula glomerata Clustered Bellflower 
Campanula latifolia Giant Bellflower 
Campanula persicifolia Peach-leaved Bellflower 
Campanula thyrsoides Yellow Bellflower 
Phyteuma nigrum Black Rampion 
Phyteuma orbiculare Round-headed Rampion 
 
Asteraceae 
Aster alpinus Alpine Aster 
Bellis perennis Daisy 
Leucanthemum vulgare Ox-eye/Moon Daisy 
Buphthalmum salicifolium Yellow Ox-eye 
Petasites hybridus Butterbur 
Achillea millefolium Yarrow 
Artemesia vulgaris Mugwort 
Tussilago farfara Coltsfoot 
Homogyne alpina Alpine (Purple) Coltsfoot 
Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle 
Carduus nutans Musk Thistle 
Cirsium palustre Marsh Thistle 
Centaurea pullata 
Centaurea montana Mountain Cornflower 
Centaurea cyanus Cornflower 
Cichorium intybus Chicory 
Lactuca perennis Blue Lettuce 
Tragopogon pratensis Goatsbeard 
Taraxacum officinale group Common Dandelion 
Hyoseris radiata 
Tolpis staticifolia Tolpis 
Lapsana communis Nipplewort 
 
 
Liliaceae 
Convallaria majalis Lily of the Valley 
Maianthemum bifolium May Lily 
Aphyllanthes monspeliensis Blue Aphyllanthes 
Anthericum liliago St Bernard’s Lily 
Tulipa australis Wild Tulip 
Allium ursinum Ramsons 
Erythronium dens-canis Dog’s Tooth Violet 
Polygonatum verticillatum Whorled Solomon’s Seal 
Polygonatum multiflorum Angular Solomon’s Seal 
Polygonatum nultiflorum Common Solomon’s Seal 
Paris quadrifolia Herb Paris 
Ornithogalum umbellatum Star of Bethlehem 
Ruscus aculeatus Butcher’s Broom 
Narcissus poeticus Poet’s/Pheasant’s-eye- Narcissus 
 
Orchidaceae 
Aceras anthropophorum Man Orchid 
Anacamptis pyramidalis Pyramidal Orchid 
Epipactis helleborine Broad-leaved Helleborine 
Cephalanthera longifolia Sword-leaved Helleborine 
Cephalanthera rubra Red Helleborine 



 
 

Coeloglossum viride Frog Orchid 
Corallorhiza trifida Coralroot Orchid 
Cypripedium calceolus Lady’s Slipper Orchid 
Dactylorhiza fuchsii Common Spotted Orchid 
Dactylorhiza majalis Broad-leaved Marsh Orchid 
Dactylorhiza sambucina Elder-flowered Orchid 
Dactylorhiza fuchsia Common Spotted Orchid 
Gymnadenia conopsea Fragrant Orchid 
Himantoglossum hircinum Lizard Orchid 
Limodorum abortivum Violet Limodore (Violet Bird’s Nest Orchid) 
Listera ovata Twayblade 
Cephalanthera damasonium White Helleborine 
Neottia nidus-avis Bird’s-nest Orchid 
Orchis mascula ssp olbiensis Southern Early Purple 
Orchis pallens Pale-flowered Orchid 
Orchis militaris Military Orchid 
Orchis purpurea Lady Orchid 
Orchis simia Monkey Orchid 
Orchis spitzelii Spitzel’s Orchid 
Orchis ustulata Burnt Orchid 
Platanthera bifolia Lesser Butterfly Orchid 
Traunsteinera globosa Pink Globe Orchid 
Orchis tridentata Toothed Orchid 
Ophrys insectiflora Fly Orchid 
Ophrys apifera Bee Orchid 
Ophrys holoserica Late Spider Orchid 
Ophrys drumana Drome Orchid 
 Man/Military hybrid 
 
Grammineae 
Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-Grass 
Dactylis glomerata Cock’s-foot 
Briza media Quaking Grass 
Phragmites australis Common Reed 
 
Juncaceae 
Luzula nivea Snowy Wood-rush 
 
 
Equisetaceae 
Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail 
 
Adiantaceae 
Cryptogramma crispa Parsley Fern 
 
Aspleniaceae 
Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair Spleenwort 
Asplenium viride Green Spleenwort 
 
 
 

 


