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Azure tit © Barrie Cooper 

 

Highlights 
 

 Several prolonged and excellent views of azure tits 

 Good views of aquatic warbler, red-breasted and collared flycatchers 

 Nine species of woodpecker 

 Good views of great snipe lekking, plus citrine wagtail and penduline tit 

 Great grey owl, pygmy owl, long-eared owl 

 14 species of raptor 

 Waders seen in the hand included marsh sandpiper, male and female ruff 



 
 

Sunday 1 May  
The group arrived in good time at Gatwick before departure for our direct flight to Minsk.  On 
arrival, we were met by Attila, Katia (our local assistant and translator) and Richie the driver, plus 
group members David and Jill who had spent the previous two days in Minsk.  After a meal in the 
airport restaurant we set off for the four-hour journey to Turov and arrived at just before one 
o’clock local time. 
 
Monday 2 May 
Mainly cloudy, 15 degrees  
Alshany, Ledzets & Turov Meadows 
After a later than normal breakfast, we gathered outside the hotel to see the two white stork 
nests in the town square and the statue of Terek sandpiper.  Marsh terns were flying around over 
the river and a few waders were on the meadows, but more of that later.  A brief stop on the edge 
of Turov provided us with good views of garganey, ruff, Montagu’s and marsh harriers.  A pair of 
common cranes, whinchat and yellow wagtail added to the variety.  Our first destination was the 
river at Alshany.  The singing of several thrush 
nightingales was the first thing that hit our senses 
when we got out of the bus.  It was a good vocal 
reminder of how far east we were.  Several 
fieldfare were also very vocal but it was the sound 
of a corncrake that stopped us in our tracks.  It 
was only around twenty metres away from us and 
eventually showed very well in the short 
vegetation.  Great reed and Savi’s warblers were 
the next vocalists with the latter species proving 
to be more difficult to see than its louder cousin.  
A wryneck gave its presence away with its 
repetitive call and that was the first of a few we heard that morning.   Corncrake © Barrie Cooper  

 
A male penduline tit made a brief appearance but a splendid male bluethroat was very obliging 
and showed its white spot very well.  A couple of red-backed shrikes were migrating through 
before we finally found our main target – a pair of azure tits.  Amazingly another pair were found 

just along the river.  However, our primary pair 
were the ones that really put on a show and it 
became clear they were building a nest in an old 
metal container so they provided everyone with 
the quality of views that they had hoped for.  
Throughout the morning there was the regular 
booming of Eurasian bittern, but the morning 
ended with woodpeckers.  First of all a pair of 
white-backed woodpeckers appeared to be 
nesting in a tree stump and not far away a pair of 
lesser-spotted woodpeckers provided equally 
good views.                  

Azure tit © Barrie Cooper  

   
 
 
 



 
 

Following a picnic lunch we drove for an hour to a site for eagles.  We didn’t wait long for a lesser-
spotted eagle to appear and soon after a greater-spotted eagle soared around for quite some time 
only to be joined by another one.  Two good species of eagles from the same place made it the 
perfect spot.  As we drove back to Turov, great 
grey shrike and woodlark were found on roadside 
wires.  On Turov meadows we had fine views of a 
good variety of male ruffs in their various colours 
with many putting in extra effort to impress the 
female reeves.  Marsh terns, along with common 
and little terns, were active, providing a nice 
contrast to the waders.  Three very distant Terek 
sandpipers failed to impress some observers with 
improved views being hoped for on Tuesday.  
Common snipe perched on the top of electricity 
pylons was probably a fitting end to a very good 
first day.       White-backed woodpecker © Barrie Cooper  

 
Tuesday 3 May 
Mainly sunny. 20 degrees 
Pripyat National Park, Bielae Fishponds & Turov Meadows 
The short drive to the forest of the national park soon brought a very good prize.  A splendid adult 
male red-breasted flycatcher showed very well singing in full view.  Collared flycatcher proved to 
be slightly more difficult at first but eventually we had very good views.  Pied and spotted 
flycatchers completed the set in the forest.  Red squirrel, slow-worm and tau emperor moth added 
variety to the biodiversity.  A drive to a more open area gave us our first white-tailed eagles of the 
trip with three of them joined by a peregrine.  A male golden oriole showed well and the prize 
among the butterflies was swallowtail.  After our picnic lunch an immature male barred warbler 
put in a brief appearance.  The one hour drive to a complex of fishponds expanded the waterbird 
list with smew, black-necked and great-crested grebes, whooper swan being among the highlights.  
A ten-metre stretch of trees and bushes alongside a pond produced wryneck, red-backed shrike, 
barred warbler, hoopoe and great reed warbler.  Not far away some more ponds had bluethroat 
and bearded tit.   
 
Our day ended on Turov meadows as we made our way to the great snipe lek.  Several grey-
headed wagtails were migrating through and a few corncrakes were vocal. 
 
Wednesday 4 May 
Mainly sunny with the occasional shower in the afternoon, 19 degrees 
Turov meadows, Alshany & Belovezhskaya Pushcha National  Park  
We made a brief return visit to the Turov meadows before leaving this wonderful area.  An 
immature Caspian gull was one of the first birds to be seen.  A solitary dunlin probed around near 
the gull while the marsh terns provided their usual aerial ballet.  A greater-spotted eagle dropped 
down to land on an island and, although surrounded by waders, didn’t seem to do anything to 
threaten them.  Grey plover, Temminck’s stint and bean goose were new species for the trip.   
  



 
 

A brief visit to the ringing station enabled us to get close up views of marsh sandpiper plus male 
and female ruff.  We then returned to Alshany and were treated to a pair of displaying Montagu’s 
harriers before arriving there.  We soon found our old friends the azure tits showing well.  The 

white-backed woodpeckers were still excavating 
their hole in a tree stump and the male occasionally 
appeared to remove chippings from inside the cavity.  
Further along the river, great reed and Savi’’s 
warblers showed well and penduline tit occasionally 
returned to its nest.  After a picnic lunch we then 
commenced our long drive to the Pushka national 
park.  Lesser-spotted eagle, Montagu’s harriers and 
marsh harriers provided occasional interest during 
the journey.         

 Marsh sandpiper © Barrie Cooper  

 
Thursday 5 May 
Sunny, 19 degrees 
Belovezhskaya Pushcha National  Park  
Pre-breakfast birds in the grounds around the hotel for some of the group included black and 
middle-spotted woodpeckers, hawfinch, black redstart and pied flycatcher.  After collecting our 
permits we drove to an area of rich forest where hawfinch was one of the commonest species we 
saw throughout our time in the forest.  
Collared flycatcher and wood warbler were 
also common and provided very good views.  
A male middle-spotted woodpecker showed 
well as did a firecrest.  Anton, the local ranger, 
knew where three-toed woodpeckers were 
excavating a nest and sure enough a male was 
at the entrance hole when we arrived.  In 
addition to posing from inside the hole it also 
did the same from outside enabling everyone 
to see it reasonably well.     
               Hawfinch © Barrie Cooper  

A picnic lunch was enjoyed in the forest before driving a shore distance to a reservoir where up to 
seven hobby were showing along with several white-winged and black terns.  Three white-tailed 

eagle and Caspian gull added to the variety here.  
Another short drive took us to a small lake where 
we managed to get decent views of grey-headed 
woodpecker and crested tit.  The bison meadows 
were our final destination and, unfortunately, none 
were seen this year.  However, a honey buzzard and 
a lesser-spotted eagle showed well.  Two cranes 
were feeding in one of the meadows and two male 
red-backed shrikes shared the same bush.  Red 
deer, fox and brown hare added to the mammal list 
but sadly the one we wanted failed to appear.  

Middle-spotted woodpecker © Barrie Cooper  

 
 



 
 

Friday 6 May 
Sunny, windy, a shower in the evening. 18 degrees 
Belovezhskaya Pushcha, Selets Fishponds &  Sporovo Reserve 
A walk around the pleasant grounds of the hotel area followed breakfast.  Common redstart, 
treecreeper, black, middle-spotted and great-spotted woodpeckers were some of the interesting 
species during the hour-long walk.  A short drive to a small lake gave us good views of two male 
penduline tits who may have been sharing nest-building responsibilities.  From there we made a 
brief stop at the White Tower in Kamenets and a Queen of Spain fritillary was posing near a 
souvenir stall.   
 
Following our picnic lunch we made an hour-long visit to Selets fishponds.  There was a good 
passage of little gulls accompanied by black and white-winged terns.  A few Caspian gulls and one 
or two adult Baltic gulls added to the interest.  Several white-tailed eagles were patrolling the 
fishponds and one was seen catching a fish.  An ice-cream stop preceded our arrival at the hotel in 
Bielaaziorsk.  We then drove the short distance to Sporovo reserve to search for aquatic warbler.  
Meadow pipit and displaying common snipe were the first birds we saw out on the fen mire.  
Behind us was an area of coniferous woodland and a woodlark treated us to a lengthy display with 
its wonderful song – a special bonus for the evening.  A distant male citrine wagtail was seen by 
some of the group before disappearing.  At around 7.15 we saw our main target and it was very 
obliging.  An aquatic warbler posed for 
several minutes enabling everyone to get 
telescope views of a bird that was about 
fifty metres away.  Almost immediately the 
aquatic warbler was found a shower of rain 
hit us and the warbler took to the ground 
when it got heavy which was the cue for us 
to return to the bus.  So it was good to 
finish the day with close views of a bird for 
which Belarus holds the bulk of the 
European population.               Aquatic warbler © Barrie Cooper  
 
Saturday 7 May 
Mainly sunny, occasional showers in the afternoon 18 degrees. 
Sporovo Reseve, Vigonoshi Reserve & Lake Cherny  
Swifts were over the hotel before we got on the bus for a return visit to Sporovo Reserve, but a 
different part from the previous evening.  A male bluethroat was obligingly singing at the top of a 

tree on the other side of the river when we 
arrived.  We then took the small ferry crossing 
followed by a stroll down the boardwalk.  After 
just one hundred metres we were treated to 
excellent views of a male citrine wagtail sitting 
on top of a willow.  This superb bird sat there for 
several minutes and, obligingly, a female did the 
same to give us a good comparison between the 
genders.  A grasshopper warbler was singing 
close to the boardwalk but it refused to reveal 
itself.   
 

Citrine wagtail © Barrie Cooper  



 
 

A picnic lunch near a lake was followed by a drive to an area of forest where a cuckoo showed well 
and a woodlark was displaying.  An immature goshawk moved swiftly through the forest and 
eighteen cranes were feeding in a field close to where the bus was parked.  Another area of forest 
finally gave us great grey owl that was using a tyre as its nest site.  The tyre had been placed 
between some trees to provide an artificial nest site and, clearly, the birds found it amenable.  Not 
far away another area of forest had a 
long-eared owl nesting in a basket.  A 
black kite delayed our return to the 
bus as one made a brief appearance 
and was our first one of the week.  A 
crested lark made use of a heavy 
shower and we watched it giving itself 
a good preen from the shelter of the 
bus.  Our final destination was the 
Black Lake where Caspian gull, 
wheatear and great grey shrike were of 
interest.      
         Long-eared owl © Barrie Cooper  

Sunday 8 May 
Bielaaziorsk to Minsk Airport 
It was a 6.15 start for our three and a half hour drive to the airport.  The journey was broken with 
a picnic breakfast in the cool sunshine.  We said our goodbyes to Attila, Katia and Richie at the end 
of another wildlife-rich trip to Belarus.   
 
 

 
 
 
  



 
 

SPECIES LISTS 
 
BIRDS – AVES 
GROUSE, PHEASANTS & allies – Phasianidae 
Grey Partridge Perdix perdix Many sightings this year at Alshany, in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP and 
Vigonoshy Reserve 
 

GEESE, SWANS & DUCKS - Anatidae 
Tundra Bean Goose Anser serrirostris 4 on Turov meadow 
Mute Swan Cygnus olor Seen most days 
Whooper Swan Cygnus Cygnus 2 on Bielae Fishponds 
Gadwall Anas strepera Good numbers at Turov, Bielae and Selets Fishponds 
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Seen every day 
Northern Shoveler Anas clypeata Seen on Turov meadow, at Bielae and Selets Fishponds 
Garganey Anas querquedula Seen on Turov meadow and at Bielae Fishponds 
Northern Pintail Anas acuta 3 on Turov meadow in the morning 
Eurasian Teal Anas crecca 2 at Bielae Fishponds 
Common Pochard Aythya ferina Seen at Bielae and Selets Fishponds 
Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula 2 at Turov, 2 at Lake Liadskoe and a big flock of 300+ birds at Selets Fishponds 
Common Goldeneye Bucephala clangula 10+ at Bielae Fishponds, 1 at Lake Liadskoe in Belovezhskaya 
Pushcha NP 
Smew Mergellus albellus 1 pair seen well at Bielae Fishponds 
 

GREBES - Podicipedidae 
Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus Many at Bielae and Selets Fishponds 
Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis 2 at Bielae Fishponds 

 
STORKS - Ciconiidae 
Black Stork Ciconia nigra Several seen well at Bielae Fishponds, Alshany and Turov meadow  
White Stork Ciconia ciconia Seen every day, a common farmland bird 
 

HERONS & BITTERNS - Ardeidae 
Eurasian Bittern Botaurus stellaris Heard at Alshany, Bielae Fishponds and Sporovo Reserve 
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Seen most days 
Great Egret Ardea alba Seen most days in good numbers 
 

CORMORANTS - Phalacrocoracidae 
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Seen at Alshany, Turov, Bielae and Selets Fishponds  

 
HAWKS, EAGLES & allies - Accipitridae 
European Honey Buzzard Pernis apivorus 1 seen in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
Black Kite Milvus migrans 1 seen by a few at Vigonoshy Reserve 
White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla Several seen in the Turov region, at Bielae Fishponds, and Selets 
Fishponds 
Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus Common, seen every day 
Montagu's Harrier Circus pygargus Observed on 2 days with close views of hunting males and females 
Eurasian Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 2 seen while travelling between sites 
Northern Goshawk Accipiter gentilis 1 immature seen briefly at Vigonoshy Reserve 
Common Buzzard Buteo buteo Common, seen on most days 
Lesser Spotted Eagle Aquila pomarina 1 in Ledzets, 1 in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP and 3 en route 
Greater Spotted Eagle Aquila clanga 2 in Ledzets seen well, 1 at Turow meadow and 1 fulvous morph bird 
at Pripyat NP 



 
 

Eastern Imperial Eagle Aquila heliaca 1 immature seen on the way to Alshany 

 
FALCONS & allies - Falconidae 
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Seen on 4 days 
Hobby Falco subbuteo Seen on 4 days, with 7 birds hunting for dragonflies at Lake Liadskoye in 
Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
Peregrine Falco peregrinus 1 bird seen near Hvaensk during our picnic lunch 
 

RAILS, CRAKES & COOTS - Rallidae 
Corncrake Crex crex 1 seen well at Alshany responding to tape and several heard at Turov meadow 
Common Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Seen at Alshany and Selets Fishponds 
Eurasian Coot Fulica atra Seen at Turov, Bielae and Selets Fishponds 

 
CRANES - Gruidae 
Common Crane Grus grus 2 seen at Alshany, 2 in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP and 18 at Vigonoshy Reserve 

 
OYSTERCATCHERS – Hematopodidae 
Eurasian Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Up to 4 seen at the Pripyat river in Turov 

 
PLOVERS & LAPWINGS - Charadriidae 
Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus Seen every day in good numbers 
Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola 1 breeding plumage bird on Turov meadow 
Common Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Observed in the Turov region on 3 days 
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius Seen at Bielae Fishponds and 1 ringed at the Ringing station in Turov 

 
SANDPIPERS, SNIPES & allies - Scolopacidae 
Woodcock Scolopax rusticola 1 heard in Belovezhskaya Pushcha 
Great Snipe Gallinago media About 8 birds seen on the lek at Turov 
Common Snipe Gallinago gallinago Displaying birds heard or seen in Turov and Sporovo Reserve 
Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa Common breeder in the Turov region 
Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus 4 breeing plumage birds on Turov meadow 
Common Redshank Tringa totanus Common breeding bird on Turov meadow, seen daily 
Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 3 at Turov meadow, 2 at Bielae Fishponds 
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus Only 1 at Bielae Fishponds 
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola Common at Turov meadow 
Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 3 distant birds at the Pripyat River in Turov 
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos Seen on 3 days at various sites 
Temminck’s Stint Calidris temminckii 4 seen at Turov meadow 
Dunlin Calidris alpina Just 1 bird seen at Turov meadow 
Ruff Philomachus pugnax Seen in good numbers with colourful males lekking on Turov meadow 

Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis 2 seen very well on Turov meadow and 1 ringed at the Ringing station 
 
GULLS, TERNS & SKIMMERS - Laridae 
Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus Seen every day 
Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus Seen at Turov meadow by the early risers and a big flock of 100 plus birds 
at Selets Fishponds 
Mew Gull Larus canus 1 at Turov meadow 
Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans Seen at Bielae and Selets Fishponds, Turov meadow as well as at Lake 
Chorniy near Belaaziorsk 
Little Tern Sternula albifrons Seen well at Turov meadow 
Common Tern Sterna hirundo Seen every day 
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida Several birds seen at the Turov region 



 
 

White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus Seen most days in good numbers 
Black Tern Chlidonias niger Seen most days 

 
PIGEONS & DOVES - Columbidae 
Rock Dove (i) Columba livia feral Common, seen every day 
Stock Dove Columba oenas 1 at Azerani and many in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
Common Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus Common, seen every day 
European Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur 3 in flight at Ledzets, 1+2 en route 
Eurasian Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto Common in towns 
 

CUCKOOS - Cuculidae 
Common Cuckoo Cuculus canorus Heard or seen every day 

 
OWLS - Strigidae 
Great Grey Owl Strix nebulosa 1 female on the nest at Vigonoshy Reserve 
Eurasian Pygmy Owl Glaucidium passerinum 1 seen very well in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
Long-eared Owl Asio otus 1 female on the nest at Vigonoshy Reserve 

 
SWIFTS - Apodidae 
Common Swift Apus apus Seen in Kamianets and Bielaaziorsk 

 
HOOPOES - Upupidae 
Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops Seen or heard on 3 days 

 
WOODPECKERS - Picidae 
Eurasian Wryneck Jynx torquilla Very common this year, seen well on 6 days 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos minor 2 seen at Alshany 
Middle Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos medius 3 seen in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP and 1 near our 
hotel there 
White-backed Woodpecker Dendrocopos leucotos 2 at Alshany at a nesthole and 1 seen briefly in Pripyat 
NP 
Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major Seen or heard on 5 days 
Black Woodpecker Dryocopus martius 1 heard in Pripyat NP, 2 seen near our hotel in Belovezhskaya 
Pushcha NP 
Three-toed Woodpecker Picoides tridactylus 1 seen excavating a nesthole in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
Grey-headed Woodpecker Picus canus 1 seen in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
 

SHRIKES - Laniidae 
Red-backed Shrike Lanius collurio Seen at Alshany, in Pripyat NP and in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
Great Grey Shrike Lanius excubitor Singles seen on 4 days 

 
OLD WORLD ORIOLES - Oriolidae 
Eurasian Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus Heard or seen on 5 days 

 
CROWS, JAYS & MAGPIES - Corvidae 
Eurasian Jay Garrulus glandarius Seen most days 
Eurasian Magpie Pica pica Seen most days 
Western Jackdaw Coloeus monedula Common in villages and towns, seen on most days 
Rook Corvus frugilegus Common, seen on most days 
Hooded Crow Corvus cornix Common, seen on most days 
Northern Raven Corvus corax Common, seen every day 

 



 
 

PARROTBILLS - Panuridae 
Bearded Reedling Panurus biarmicus 4 seen at Bielae Fishponds 

 
TITS & CHICKADEES - Paridae 
Marsh Tit Poecile palustris Seen in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
Willow Tit Poecile montanus Seen at Alshany and heard at Sporovo Reserve 
Coal Tit Periparus ater Heard and seen in Pripiat and Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
European Crested Tit Lophophanes cristatus Seen and heard in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
Great Tit Parus major Common, seen every day 
Eurasian Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus Common, seen most days 
Azure Tit Cyanistes cyanus Two pairs seen well at Alshany 

 
PENDULINE TITS - Remizidae 
Eurasian Penduline Tit Remiz pendulinus 1 seen building a nest in Alshany, 1 at Shishova on the nest and 1 
heard at Selets Fishponds 

 
LARKS - Alaudidae 
Crested Lark Galerida cristata 2 seen at Vigonoshy 
Wood Lark Lullula arborea 1 at Ledzets, 1 singing at Sporovo Reserve and 2 at Vigonoshy Reserve 
Eurasian Skylark Alauda arvensis Common, seen every day 

 
SWALLOWS & MARTINS - Hirundinidae 
Sand Martin Riparia riparia Seen at the Pripyat River and Ledzets 
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica Common, seen every day 
Common House Martin Delichon urbicum Common, seen every day 

 
OLD WORLD WARBLERS - Sylviidae 
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus Common, seen or heard every day 
Common Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita Common, seen or heard most days 
Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix Common, seen or heard most days 
Great Reed Warbler Acrocephalus arundinaceus Heard or seen at Alshany, Bielae Fishponds, Sporovo 
Reserve and Selets Fishponds 
Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola 1 seen well at Sporovo Reserve just before a rain shower started 
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Seen in Alshany, Turov meadow, Shishova and in Sporovo 
Reserve 
Eurasian Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus 1 seen at Bielae Fishponds plus heard singing at Sporovo 
Reserve 
Common Grasshopper Warbler Locustella naevia Heard at Sporovo Reserve 
Savi's Warbler Locustella luscinioides Heard and seen at Alshany, heard at Shishova and Sporovo Reserve 
Eurasian Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla Common, seen or heard every day 
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin Heard or seen most days 
Barred Warbler Sylvia nisoria 1 male seen at Hvaensk 
Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca Seen or heard most days 
Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis Common, seen most days 

 
CRESTS & KINGLETS - Regulidae 
Firecrest Regulus ignicapillus 13 in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
Goldcrest Regulus regulus 1 in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP and heard at Vigonoshy Reserve 

 
WRENS - Troglodytidae 
Eurasian Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Heard in Pripyat NP and seen in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 

 



 
 

NUTHATCHES & WALLCREEPER - Sittidae 
Eurasian Nuthatch Sitta europaea Seen in Pripyat NP and in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 

 
TREECREEPERS - Certhiidae 
Eurasian Treecreeper Certhia familiaris 1 seen in Belowezhskaya Pusha NP 

 
STARLINGS - Sturnidae 
Common Starling Sturnus vulgaris Common, seen every day 

 
THRUSHES - Turdidae 
Common Blackbird Turdus merula Seen most days 
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris Fairly common, seen most days 
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos Heard or seen most days 
Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus Seen in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 

 
OLD WORLD CHATS & FLYCATCHERS - Muscicapidae 
European Robin Erithacus rubecula Seen in Pripyat NP and in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
Bluethroat Luscinia svecica 1 singing male of the white spotted nominate race seen at Alshany, Bielae 
Fishponds and Sporovo Reserve 
Thrush Nightingale Luscinia luscinia Heard every day and seen well at Alshany 
Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros Seen on most days in villages and towns 
Common Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus Seen in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
Whinchat Saxicola rubetra Common, seen most days 
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Seen on 3 days 
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata Common, seen most days 
European Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca Seen or heard most days in the forests 
Collared Flycatcher Ficedula albicollis Seen well in Pripyat NP and in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
Red-breasted Flycatcher Ficedula parva 1 male seen well and 2 others heard in Pripiat NP, heard in 
Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
 

OLD WORLD SPARROWS & allies - Passeridae 
House Sparrow Passer domesticus Common, seen most days 
Eurasian Tree Sparrow Passer montanus Common, seen most days 

 
ACCENTORS - Prunellidae 
Dunnock Prunella modularis Heard in Belawezhskaya Pusha NP 

 
WAGTAILS & PIPITS - Motacillidae 
Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava Seen most days 
Citrine Wagtail Motacilla citreola 2 birds seen well at Sporovo Reserve 
White Wagtail Motacilla alba Common, seen every day 
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Seen at Sporovo Reserve 
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis Common, seen or heard most days 
 

FINCHES & allies - Fringillidae 
Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Common, seen every day 
European Serin Serinus serinus Common, seen most days 
European Greenfinch Chloris chloris Common, seen most days 
Eurasian Siskin Carduelis spinus Seen in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 
European Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Common, seen most days 
Common Linnet Carduelis cannabina Seen at Turov 
Hawfinch Coccothraustes coccothraustes Recorded in Pripyat NP and Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 



 
 

 
BUNTINGS, NEW WORLD SPARROWS & allies - Emberizidae 
Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella Common, seen every day 
Common Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus Common, seen most days 

 
MAMMALS – MAMMALIA 
 
RABBITS & HARES - Leporidae 
Brown Hare Lepus europaeus 1 seen at Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 

 
SQUIRRELS - Sciuridae 
Eurasian Red Squirrel Sciurus vulgaris 1 in Pripiat and Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 

 
WOLVES & FOXES - Canidae 
Red Fox Vulpes vulpes 1 in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 

 
DEER - Cervidae 
Red Deer Cervus elaphus Only 1 seen in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP 

 
REPTILES – REPTILIA 
Aesculapian Snake Zamenis lineatus 1 in Vigonoshy Reserve 
Slow Worm Anguis fragilis 1 in Pripiat NP 

 
AMPHIBIANS – AMPHIBIA 
Fire-bellied Toad Bombina bombina Heard on several days at wetlands 
Green Toad Bufo viridis Heard at Turov 
Common Frog Rana temporaria Seen at Shishova 
Marsh Frog Rana ridibunda Common at wetlands 

 
BUTTERFLIES & MOTHS – LEPIDOPTERA 
Swallowtail Papilio machaon 
Small White Pieris rapae  
Green-veined White Pieris napi  
Orange Tip Anthocaris cardamines  
Brimstone Gonepteryx rhamni  
Wood White Leptidea sinapis 
Green Hairstreak Callophrys rubi  
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas  
Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus  
Peacock Butterfly Inachis io  
Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta  
Comma Polygonia c-album  
Map Butterfly Araschnia levana  
Queen of Spain Fritillary Issoria lathonia  
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria  
Dingy Skipper Erynnis tages  
 
Tau Emperor Aglia tau 
Common Heath Ematurga atomaria 

 
  



 
 

DRAGONFLIES & DAMSELFLIES - ODONATA 
Four-spotted Chaser Libellula quadrimaculata 
Downy Emerald Cordulia aenea Seen in Belovezhskaya Pushcha NP and Sporovo Reserve 
 
 
Flora list compiled by group member Gordon S (with his notes)  
 

The wildlife in the following lists might not be 100% accurate. This is due to many species being identified 
from the moving coach or the emerging plants were small so I could not see the identifying features,  For 
example the Wintercress, Barbarea vulgaris, seen from the coach could be one of three species but I 
needed a view of the leaves and I dare not ask the driver to stop. The Common Wintergreen, Pyrola minor, 
did not have any last year’s seedpods or it was not in flower so it could be one of three species. In the case 
of several beetles and a few plants I needed a 20x magnifying glass and some special books. I did not pack 
these items so I had to use my binoculars in reverse. One other point is the latin I use might not be the 
current one so use Google if you cannot find it in your book. Unfortunately the latin for insects and fungi 
changes faster than the wind so I have given up keeping up to date. 
  
Most of the heathland plants in the list can be seen in the Brecklands of Norfolk and Suffolk. 
Plants marked with *** wee seen in conurbations. 
Under comments the status rare etc refers to Britain. 
 

Plants 
 

Latin English Comments 

Acer campestre FIeld Maple  

Acer negundo Box Elder  

Acer platanoides Norway Maple  

Achillea millefolium Yarrow  

Actaea spicata Banberry Rare 

Aegopodium podagraria Ground Elder  

Aesculus hippocastanum Horse Chestnut***  

Ajuga reptans Bugle  

Alchemilla glabra A Lady’s-mantle  

Alliaria petiolata Garlic Mustard  

Alnus glutinosa Common Alder  

Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail  

Anemone nemerosa Wood Anemone  

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow Parsley  

Arabidopsis thaliana Thale Cress  

Arctium minus Lesser Burdock  

Artemisia absinthium Wormwood  

Artemisia campestris Field Wormwood Rare 

Artemisia vulgaris Mugwort  

Asarum europaeum Asarabacca Rare 

Athyrium filix-femina Lady Fern  

Barbarea vulgaris Common Wintercress  

Betula pendula Silver Birch  

Bryonia dioica White Bryony  

Calamagrostis epigejos Wood Small-reed  

Callitriche stagnalis Common Water-starwort  

Calluna vulgaris Heather  

Caltha palustris Marsh Marigold  

Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd’s Purse  

Cardamine amara Large Bittercress  

Cardamine bulbifer Coralroot Bittercress Rare 



 
 

Cardamine flexuosa Wavy Bittercress  

Carex arenaria Sand Sedge  

Carex ornithopoda Bird’s-foot Sedge Rare 

Carex pilulifera Pill Sedge  

Carex riparia Greater Pond Sedge  

Carpinus betulus Hornbeam  

Centaurea cyanus Cornflower Rare outside gardens 

Centaurea nigra Common Knapweed  

Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear  

Cerastium glomeratum Sticky Mouse-ear  

Cerastium semidecandrum Little Mouse-ear  

Cerastium tomentosum Dusty Miller  

Chamerion angustifolium Rosebay Willowherb  

Chelidonium majus Greater Celandine  

Chrysosplenium alternifolium Alternate-leaved Golden Saxifrage  

Cichorium intybus Chicory  

Cirsium vulgare Spear Thistle  

Clematis vitalba Old Man’s Beard  

Convallaria majalis Lily of the Valley  

Convolvulus arvensis Bindweed  

Corylus avellana Hazel  

Cytisus scoparius Broom  

Dactylis glomerata Cock’s-foot  

Daphne laureola Spurge Laurel  

Descurainia sophia Flixweed  

Dryopteris dilatata Broad Buckler Fern  

Equisetum arvense Field Horsetail  

Equisetum sylvaticum Wood Horsetail  

Eriophorum vaginatum Hare’s-tail Cottongrass  

Erodium cicutarium Common Stork’s-bill  

Erophila verna Whitlow Grass  

Euphorbia cyparissias Cypress Spurge  

Fagus sylvatica Beech  

Festuca ovina Sheep’s Fescue  

Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet  

Fragaria vesca Wild Strawberry  

Fraxinus excelsior Ash  

Galium aparine Cleavers  

Galium mollugo Hedge Bedstraw  

Galium odoratum Woodruff  

Geranium robertianum Herb Robert  

Geranium rotundifolium Round-leaved Crane’s-bill  

Geum rivale Water Avens  

Geum urbanum Wood Avens  

Glechoma hederacea Ground Ivy  

Gymnocarpium dryopteris Oak Fern  

Hepatica nobilis Hepatica  

Herniaria glabra Glabrous Rupturewort Rare 

Hieracium pilosella Mouse-ear Hawkweed  

Hypericum perforatum Perforate St. John’s-wort  

Hypericum tetrapterum Square-stemmed St. John’s-wort  

Impatiens parviflora Small Balsam  

Iris pseudacorus Yellow Iris  

Juglans regia Walnut***  

Juniperus communis Juniper  

Lamiastrum galeobdolon Yellow Archangel  



 
 

Lamium purpureum Red Deadnettle  

Lapsana communis Nipplewort  

Lathraea squamaria Toothwort  

Lathyrus vernus Spring Pea  

Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Pea  

Lemna minor Lesser Duckweed  

Ligustrum vulgare Privet  

Lithospermum officinale Common Gromwell  

Lotus corniculatus Common Bird’s-foot Trefoil  

Lunaria rediviva Perennial Honesty  

Luzula pilosa Hairy Woodrush  

Maianthemum bifolium May Lily Rare 

Malus sylvestris Crab Apple  

Marrubium vulgare White Horehound  

Melica nutans Mountain Melick  

Melica unfilora Wood Melick  

Mentha aquatica Water Mint  

Menyanthes trifoliata Bogbean  

Minuartia hybrida Fine-leaved Sandwort  

Moehringia trinervia Three-veined Sandwort  

Mycelis muralis Wall Lettuce  

Myosotis ramosissima Early Forget-me-not  

Myosotis sylvatica Wood Forget-me-not  

Oenothera biennis Common Evening-primrose  

Oxalis acetosella Wood Sorrel  

Phragmites australis Common Reed  

Picea abies Norway Spruce  

Picea pungens Colorada Blue Spruce***  

Pinus sylvestris Scots Pine  

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort Plantain  

Plantago major Greater Plantain  

Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass  

Poa pratensis Smooth Meadow-grass  

Polygonatum multiflorum Common Solomon’s Seal  

Populus nigra Black Poplar Including cultivars 

Populus nigra var italica Lombardy Poplar  

Populus tremula Aspen  

Populus x canescens Grey Poplar  

Potentilla anserina Silverweed  

Potentilla argentea Hoary Cinquefoil Uncommon 

Potentilla erecta Tormentil  

Potentilla palustris Marsh Cinquefoil  

Primula veris Cowslip  

Prunus padus Bird Cherry  

Pteridium aquilinum Bracken  

Pyrola minor Common Wintergreen Uncommon 

Pyrus pyraster Wild Pear  

Quercus cerris Turkey Oak  

Quercus petraea Sessile Oak  

Quercus robur Pedunculate Oak  

Quercus rubra Red Oak  

Ranunculus lanuginosus Woolly Buttercup Not in Britain 

Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup  

Ranunculus ficaria Lesser Celandine  

Rhamnus catharticus Common Buckthorn  

Ribes rubrum Red Currant  



 
 

Rubus idaeus Raspberry  

Rubus scissus A Bramble Bramble/Raspberry hybrid 

Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel  

Rumex crispus Curled Dock  

Rumex hydrolapathum Water Dock  

Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock  

Salix alba White Willow  

Salix caprea Goat Willow  

Salix fragilis Crack Willow  

Salix x sepulcralis Weeping Willow***  

Sambucus ebulus Dwarf Elder Rare 

Sanguisorba minor Salad Burnet  

Sanicula europaea Sanicle  

Scleranthus annuus Annual Knawel Rare 

Scrophularia nodosa Common Figwort  

Sedum acre Biting Stonecrop  

Senecio jacobaea Common Ragwort  

Sorbus aucuparia Rowan  

Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort  

Stellaria media Common Chickweed  

Stellaria nemorum Wood Stitchwort  

Syringa vulgaris Lilac***  

Tanacetum vulgare Tansy  

Taraxacum officinalis Dandelion  

Taxus baccata Yew***  

Thlaspi arvense Field Pennycress  

Thuja plicata Western Red Cedar***  

Tilia cordata Small-leaved Lime  

Trientalis europaea Chickweed Wintergreen N Britain 

Trifolium medium Zigzag Clover  

Trifolium pratense Red Clover  

Tussilago farfara Coltsfoot  

Typha latifolia Bulrush  

Ulmus minor Smooth-leaved Elm  

Urtica dioica Common Nettle  

Vaccinium myrtillus Bilberry  

Vaccinium uliginosum Bog Bilberry N Britain 

Vaccinium vitis-idaea Cowberry  

Verbascum nigrum Dark Mullein  

Verbascum thapsus Great Mullein  

Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell  

Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell  

Veronica officinalis Heath Speedwell  

VeTOTALronica praecox Breckland Speedwell Rare 

Veronica triphyllos Fingered Speedwell Rare 

Vicia sepium Bush Vetch  

Viola arvensis Field Pansy  

Viola reichenbachiana Early Dog-violet  

Viola riviniana Common Dog-violet  

Viscum album Mistletoe On Poplar, Birch & Apple 

TOTAL 193  

 
 
  



 
 

Insects etc 
 

Latin English Comments 

Adalia bipunctata 2 Spot Ladybird  

Adalia decipunctata 10 Spot Ladybird  

Agelastica alni An Alder Leaf Beetle  

Agriotes obscurus A Click Beetle  

Ampedus sanguineus A Click Beetle  

Araneus cucurbita Spider  

Bibio marci St Mark’s Fly  

Bombus lapidarius Red-tailed Bumblebee  

Bombus lucorum White-tailed Bumblebee  

Cassida viridis Green Tortoise Beetle  

Coccinella septempunctata 7 Spot Ladybird  

Culex pipiens Mosquito  

Curculio nucum A Weevil  

Dytiscus marginalis Great Diving Beetle  

Formica sp Wood Ant  

Geotrupes stercorarius Dor Beetle  

Lasius niger Ant  

Panorpa sp Scorpion Fly  

Pentatoma rufipes Shieldbug  

Pisaura mirabilis Spider  

Pyrrhocoris apterus Firebug  

Rhagium bifasciatum A Longhorn Beetle  

Tabanus distinguendis Horsefly  

Thea vigintiduopunctata 22 Spot Ladybird  

Tomicus piniperda Pine Bark Beetle  

Trichius fasciatus A Chafer Beetle  

TOTAL 26  

 
 

Lichens and Moses 
 

Latin English Comments 

Cladonia arbuscula Lichen  

Evernia prunastri Lichen On oak tree trunks 

Pseudevernia furfuracea Lichen On confer fence post 

Xanthoria parietina Lichen Yellow. On rooves and tree branches 

Pleurozium schreberi Moss  

Rhytidiadelphus squarrosus Moss  

Thuidium tamariscinum Moss  

TOTAL 7  

 
 

Fungi 
 

A pyrenomycete is a class of small, black fungi that look as though they have been burnt. 
Rust fungi usually form on plants in spring when most have orange spore clusters under the leaves. The top 
of the leaf usually shows small yellow patches which give a clue the leaf has been attacked. Some rusts 
grow on two hosts but many are host specific. I cannot find the rust on Greater Celandine in my books so it 
might not occur in Britain. 
 
Some fungi attack trees through wounds and form brackets on the tree or its branches. Many brackets are 
large but some which I saw were 1.5cm wide and hardly protruded from the branch. Many brackets are 
geotropic in that the pore surface underneath faces the ground. You can tell whether a bracket grew on the 



 
 

standing tree because it will be at right angles to the tree trunk. If a bracket forms after the tree falls it will 
be parallel with the tree trunk. 
 

Latin English Comments 

Calloria neglecta  Small orange discs on nettle dead stems 

Coleosporium tussilaginis  Rust on pine needle. Alternates with Colt’sfoot 

Diatrype bullata  A pyrenomycete on dead willow branches 

Enteridium lycoperdon  A shiny puffball like fungus on dead wood 

Fomes fomentarius  This grey, hoof-shaped bracket when dry can be used as tinder. 

Fomitopsis roseus  On dead conifer logs. Rare 

Fomitopsis pinicola  On dead conifer logs. Rare in Britain 

Gyromitra esculenta  Esculenta means edible but it is poisonous 

Hypoxylon multiforme  A pyrenomycete on dead birch branches 

Lophodermium pinastri  Small oval, black dots on fallen, dead pine needles. 

Lycoperdon pyriforme  A puffball that grows on rotten wood. 

Puccinia aegopodii  Rust on Goutweed. The clusters of spores are black. 

Puccinia maculosa  Rust on Wall Lettuce. 

Puccinia urticata  Rust on nettle. Sometimes looks like an orange caterpillar. 

Puccinia violae  Rust on violets. 

Puccinia sp  Rust on greater celandine. 

Stereum hirsutum  Small, hairy, orange bracket on dead wood. 

Thelephora terrestris  Small, chocolate bracket on oak logs. 

Trametes versicolor Turkeytail Small bracket with multicoloured bands on top. 

Trichaptum abietinum  Small bracket on dead conifers with purple pores underneath. 

TOTAL 20  

 
 
 


