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INTRODUCTION 
 
The bird of the trip was the globally endangered Pallas’s Fish eagle, which has been getting rarer over the 
years across global distributed areas as well as Mongolia. A young bird was seen by and photographed after 
a two-day search. Other fabulous bird highlights included: Altai snowcock, Daurian partridge, bar-headed 
and swan geese, red-crested pochard, Eastern spot-billed duck, hill pigeon, Pallas’s sandgrouse, Pacific swift, 
Oriental cuckoo, white-naped, hooded and demoiselle cranes, arctic loon, oriental plover, Asian dowitcher, 
Mongolian gull, white-winged tern, lammergeier, Himalayan griffon, cinereous vulture, steppe and golden 
eagles, eastern marsh harrier, upland and long-legged buzzards, black woodpecker, Amur and saker falcons, 
rufous-tailed shrike, Henderson’s or Mongolian ground jay, red-billed chough, Daurian jackdaw, white-
crowned penduline tit, Mongolian and Asian short-toed larks, Oriental reed warbler, red-throated thrush, 
red-flanked bluetail, Daurian redstart, desert warbler, dark-sided, Asian brown, taiga flycatchers, Saxaul 
sparrow, Pėre David’s snowfinch, Richard’s, Blyth’s, and olive-backed pipits, Chinese beautiful rosefinch, 
pine, Godlewski’s, meadow and grey-necked, black-faced buntings.  

 
In addition, everyone was impressed by the number of mammals. Specialties were Mongolian marmot, three 
species of ground squirrels, Gobi jerboa, three species of gerbils, Pallas’s pika, corsac fox, Przewalski’s wild 
horse, Siberian ibex, and goitered gazelle. Several species of wild flowers, butterflies, reptiles, and 
amphibians should also be noted.  



 
 

Day 1: Sunday 18 June 2017 
Depart UK 
 
Day 2: Monday 19 June 2017 
Introduction birding near Ulaanbaatar 
We met at the international airport Chinggis Khaan in Ulaanbaatar in the early morning and drove straight to 
our comfortable hotel. Following a few hours rest, we had a lovely lunch on the 16th floor of the hotel with 
fantastic views of the centre of the city. 
 
After lunch, we took a short drive into the outskirts of Ulaanbaatar where we visited a woodland along the 
704-kilometre long River Tuul which flows into the Orkhon River in northern Mongolia and runs to the 
Selenge River which reaches all the way to the lake Baikal in Russia. There we did a couple of hours of easy 
walking while birding. Our first results here were smart azure-winged magpies which had a big nesting 
colony there. One individual of Eurasian collared dove and a couple of white-cheeked starlings raced over us. 
The woodland proved to be a very good breeding site for Daurian jackdaw, great tit, black-eared kite, 
northern raven, and tree sparrow. Another wonderful sighting was the pretty azure tit which all of us had 
very good views. 
  
We then visited a small lake called Swan where a pair of whooper swans breed every year; we saw them 
swimming with three young cygnets. Perhaps the most interesting bird here was a black stork. A pair of 
demoiselle cranes were spotted in the distance, and a flock of red-billed chough perched very close to us. 
There was an interesting mix of waterfowl at the lake including ruddy shelduck, common goldeneye, 
gadwall, Eurasian wigeon, tufted duck, common pochard, great crested grebe, and mallard. All of them were 
in breeding plumage. A couple of black-billed race of common terns longipennis were flying over us making 
their annoying calls. We then drove back to the hotel to have dinner and rest. 
 
Day 3: Tuesday 20 June 2017 
Hustai National Park 
Rainy am and sunny pm, approximately 22 degrees maximum 
We left our hotel to the famous Hustai National Park at 8am at which time it was raining. The rain was 
something that everyone living in and near Ulaanbaatar waited for a long time because it had not rained for 
about a month. This year almost all parts of Mongolia had an extraordinary dry summer despite the heavy 
snowfall in the winter. On the roadside, we observed a few steppe eagles perched on the ground. The rain 
stopped when we left the main road so we managed to see some interesting birds plus a few small 
mammals. We stopped upon seeing a splendid saker falcon perched on the transmission pole. Beautiful 
Mongolian larks were performing their superb song flights, and horned and Asian short-toed larks were also 
displaying there. Perhaps the best sighting was a male Amur falcon flying in the distance. Brandt’s voles and 
Mongolian gerbils were swarming the nearby ground probably due to the short grasses this year; they are 
the main prey for the steppe raptors. We enjoyed the sublime scenery of rolling hills and steppes, and 
arrived in our Mongolian traditional ger camp before lunchtime. 
  
After a delicious buffet lunch, we left straight away as everyone was looking forward to drive deep into the 
park. It was a good start seeing a nest of saker falcon and upland buzzard, both with two or three large 
fledglings. We enjoyed watching several different groups of the truly wild Przewalski’s horses of different 
ages including young foals. Mongolian marmots and long-tailed ground squirrel or souslik were abundant 
there. The big granite rocks situated on the rolling hills were of interest. We were fortunate enough to see a 
golden eagle feeding on a marmot and a steppe eagle doing a successful hunt on ground squirrel. The first 
valley had a birch forest and Amygdalus sp. bushes giving us good view of singing meadow bunting, a nest of 
northern raven with two large chicks in a birch tree, plus a pair of northern wheatears. Dozens of red deer 
were peacefully grazing near the top of the mountains. We then entered another valley covered with birch 
trees to have a better view of the Amur falcon. Even though it took a lot of effort to find it, we were lucky to 



 
 

see a pair mobbing black-eared kites. There were hundreds of rooks in the birch forest and as we drove 
slowly in the valley, a fabulous adult Daurian partridge popped out of nearby bush and cautiously walked 
into another one. As the dinner time approached, we had to head back to our camp, where we spent the 
night. 
 
Day 4: Wednesday 21 June 2017 
Ugii Lake through Tsagaan Lake 
Sunny all day, approximately 28 degrees maximum 
The beautiful songs of Mongolian larks, Eurasian skylarks, and common cuckoos woke us up in the early 
morning. After a lovely breakfast at the camp, we started driving west through the rolling hills extending 
beyond horizon to get a salty lake Tsagaan surrounded by big expanse of reed bed. Several pale and dark 
morphs of upland buzzards and saker falcons were seen perched on transmission poles. A group of black 
vultures gathered on a carcass made us pause as we drove through a mountain valley. We scanned the top 
of the mountains if there were some argali, but there were none. It took us about two hours to reach the 
lake, where our first birds were a pair of attractive white-naped cranes; they were followed by grey heron 
and northern lapwing. Our short walk to the reed bed produced some fascinating sighting including huge 
billed Oriental reed warbler, common reed bunting, Richard’s pipit and good-looking bearded reedling. We 
also filled our list by some other interesting birds on the water including Mongolian gull, northern shoveler, 
common crane, common and ruddy shelducks, whooper swan and common teal.  Our picnic lunch at the 
lake interrupted by a colourful eastern yellow wagtail. 
  
We then continued our journey to the freshwater lake Ugii and reached our camp at about 3pm. Our camp 
was situated on the northeast side of the lake on a higher place which allowed us a good view to the lake. 
After a few minutes rest, we took a short walk around the camp. We saw unpretentious Pėre David’s 
snowfinch, rock sparrow, and long-legged buzzard very well, and enjoyed the lake and surrounding mountain 
scenery.. A pleasant dinner with Mongolian cold beer was followed by a good night’s sleep. 
 
Day 5: Thursday 22 June 2017 
Ugii Lake and its surrounding wetlands 
Sunny all day, approximately 29 degrees maximum 
We had an early breakfast and started driving around the lake, with early morning crisp air and sublime 
scenery. Hundreds of swan geese were seen on the southwest side of the lake. Other interesting birds were 
bar-headed goose, grey heron, colourful red-crested pochard, pintail, northern shoveler, black-headed gull, 
and common tern, whooper swan, and Eurasian spoonbill. Today’s top bird was the globally endangered 
Asian dowitcher was followed by few other shorebirds including green sandpiper, pied avocet, Eurasian 
curlew, and the extremely handsome marsh sandpiper. We saw magnificent white-tailed eagle on the 
western shore of the lake, but did not see our target Pallas’s fish eagle. 
 
In the afternoon we drove to another marshland to see Siberian crane, which is a rare very rare bird in 
Mongolia, but seen here by a few birdwatchers in early June. The marshland held a good number of birds, 
but we could not find our target Siberian crane. Instead, we found another very rare sighting in Mongolia, 
the extremely delicate hooded crane. We saw three individuals feeding peacefully in the marshland, and our 
first fascinating male eastern marsh harrier alongside the common waterfowl mentioned above. Then the 
time meant that we had to go back and have dinner. 
 
Day 6: Friday 23 June 2017 
Kharkhorin town 
Sunny all day, approximately 30 degrees maximum 
The bird of the trip was Pallas’s fish eagle: a young bird was seen in very close distance when we were 
driving along the northern shore of the lake, as well as the same common birds we saw on the previous days. 
We arrived in our ger camp located in the southwest side of the town on the bank of Orkhon River, and, 



 
 

after spending some time in the ger camp hiding from the hot sun, we visited the famous monastery of 
Erdenezuu in the late afternoon.  
 
Day 7: Saturday 24 June 2017 
Elsen Tasarkhai Sand Dune and Khugnu Khan Mountain 
Sunny all day, approximately 30 degrees maximum 
Today we went birding at the marshland Burd, bordered by sand dunes. There we saw the attractive bar-
headed and swan geese with their goslings, the colourful black-throated diver, pretty spot-billed duck, and a 
pair of the elegant white-naped crane. A good view of hen and eastern marsh harrier was followed by other 
common waterfowl. We reached our comfortable ger camp located in the mountain with huge granite rocks 
in the heat of the day. 
 
Following lunch and a bit of rest, we headed to our birding site – a mountain valley with elm trees and birch 
forest and huge rocks on the slopes. We took a short walk along the valley and enjoyed cracking views of the 
magnificent lammergeier. After a while without any birds, we luckily found a cute white-crowned penduline 
tit, red crossbill, Asian short-toed lark, and a white-backed woodpecker. 
 
Day 8: Sunday 25 June 2017 
Ulaanbaatar city 
Sunny all day, approximately 26 degrees maximum 
Today we drove directly to Ulaanbaatar, 270 kilometres on paved road. On the roadside, we encountered a 
corsax fox and a feeding frenzy of cinereous vultures. Arriving in our comfortable hotel in Ulaanbaatar at 
about lunchtime, the crew left for the Gobi in order to pick the group up on the following day. 
 
After lunch, the group met with Deegii who was guiding our city tour, which included the National Museum 
of Mongolia where the exhibitions covered prehistory, pre-Mongol Empire, Mongol Empire, Mongolia during 
Qing rule, ethnography and traditional life, and twentieth-century history. We also visited the State 
Department Store for Mongolian cashmere and souvenirs to take home.  
 
Day 9: Monday 26 June 2017 
Ulaanbaatar city to Zuun Saikhan Mountain 
Sunny all day, approximately 31 degrees maximum 
We took a very early flight at 5:30 am down to Dalanzadgad, where the crew met us and we drove straight 
to see the gallant Oriental plover. After driving for about 20 minutes, we decided to stop for coffee where 
the target species was a possibility. By the time we were finishing the coffee, we saw this beautiful species 
doing its rocking flight. We all had very good views and set off to our comfortable ger camp located near the 
Zuun Saikhan Mountain, a part of the Gobi Altai Mountain Range.  
 
After a tasty lunch, we set off to a mountain valley Mukhar Shivert where there is a completely different 
avifauna than the first part of the trip. We took an easy walk while enjoying the birdlife and the rock 
formations. The interesting bird species included white-winged snowfinch, lammergeier, brown accentor, 
beautiful and common rosefinch, rufous-tailed rock thrush, rock sparrow, barred warbler and Himalayan 
griffon. The cute Pallas’s pikas were feeding under the bushes.  
 
Day 10: Tuesday 27 June 2017 
Zuun Saikhan Mountain 
Sunny all day, approximately 31 degrees maximum 
We made a very early start to see the most sought-after Altai snowcock in the Yolyn Am, located in the Zuun 
Saikhan Mountain. We arrived at the parking area in the valley at about 5am and scanned every visible 
mountain top. Not long after, we spotted, in the distance, our target bird and a group of Siberian ibexes of 
different ages. As it was the wrong side of the sunlight, we had to move in order to have a better view. We 



 
 

reached a better point and it showed very well through the scope but unfortunately it disappeared before 
some of us saw it..  
 
After breakfast, we came back to the same parking area, but there were some tourists already there, so we  
took a moderate walk following a trail to the narrowest part of the gorge where thick ice cover was present. 
We saw many notable species in good views including black redstart with rufous belly, wallcreeper, 
lammergeier, cinereous vulture, Himalayan griffon, brown accentor, beautiful and common rosefinches, crag 
martin, northern house martin, Blyth’s pipit, and common whitethroat. Small mammals were swarming in 
the valley including midday gerbil, Alashan ground squirrel, Pallas’s pika, and Mongolian silver vole. 
 
In the afternoon, we visited another valley and found the splendid Godlewski’s and grey-necked buntings 
along with Isabelline, northern, and pied wheatears, red-billed chough, and common whitethroat. The shape 
and formations of the rocks were completely different from that in the other valleys. On our way back, 
everyone enjoyed the scenery of high mountains and huge green desert being a clear blue sky in the 
background. 
 
Day 11: Wednesday 28 June 2017 
Khongoryn Els through Baruun Saikhan Mountain 
Sunny all day, approximately 28 degrees maximum 
Today we took a long but interesting drive to the Baruun Saikhan Mountain, arriving at around 11am.. 
Among some amygdalus bushes, we found our first Henderson’s ground jay along with great grey shrike and 
greater sand plover. These birds were very smart and all had close views. We visited the Khoolt valley to see 
a lammergeier nest and had lunch.. Beside the lammergeier nest located on the high steep rock wall, we saw 
its ugly-looking fledgling sitting on a rock not far from the nest. Close views of the chukar, grey-necked and 
Godlewski’s buntings, pied wheatears and Mongolian finches were added to the list. As we continued our 
journey, the magnificent mammal black-tailed goitered gazelle was seen several times. We arrived in our 
comfortable camp at 4pm and spent relaxing the rest of the evening and drinking cold Mongolian beers. 
  
Day 12: Thursday 29 June 2017 
Khongoryn Els 
Sunny all day, approximately 28 degrees maximum 
In the morning we visited local saxaul trees to see the localized saxaul sparrow which were perfectly seen 
several times. There we found a nest of long-legged buzzard occupied by a cute fledgling and an active nest 
of black-eared kite. The fabulous Isabelline shrikes and desert wheatears were collecting food for their 
youngsters, and a flock of attractive Pallas’s sandgrouses were waiting for us resting on the rocky desert. 
Several individuals of hill pigeons were seen really well, and great gerbil and red fox were added to the list. 
Then we visited a small freshwater spring which formed green belt of grasses between the huge sand dune 
and saxaul trees. We saw our first citrine wagtail for the trip and there were some common species including 
ruddy shelduck, demoiselle crane, and Mongolian finch. The contrast of the high mountain, sand dune, green 
belt, and saxaul trees bordered with huge sea of the rocky Gobi desert was one of the highlights of the trip. 
Heavily mottled Gobi racerunner and pink armpit toad-headed agama were abundant here and even outside 
the camp. 
  
In the afternoon, it rained heavily for a while so, as we had seen all the possible species, we decided to visit a 
nomadic family who herds camels. Around 11 pm, we gathered to take a night drive and were lucky to find 
several individuals of curious-looking Gobi jerboas, similar to miniature kangaroos, and a black-tailed gazelle 
with its baby which were heading to the river for a drink. 
 
  



 
 

Day 13: Friday 30 June 2017 
Dalanzadgad Town 
Sunny all day, approximately 32 degrees maximum 
Another long drive back. Highlights were several black-tailed gazelles along with their babies in close 
distance, a red cheeked pallid ground squirrel in its burrow, and the exquisite Asian desert warbler singing 
near us. We arrived in the town about 2pm, and the afternoon was free to relax and walk around town after 
the busy days in the Gobi. 
 
Day 14: Saturday 1 July 2017 
Gorkhi-Terelj National Park 
Sunny all day, approximately 25 degrees maximum 
We took another early flight at 7:30am, and drove straight to the 40 metre high monument of Chinggis Khan 
which was not far from the main road to the national park. On the way, we enjoyed the scenery of huge 
granite rocks formed on the top of the mountains covered by mix of Siberian larch, Siberian pine, and birch 
trees - a ‘Switzerland’ of Mongolia. By lunchtime, we came to our comfortable camp located away from the 
crowded areas. 
 
In the afternoon, we visited a riparian forest comprised of huge old poplar trees. We took a short walk and 
saw the smart Daurian jackdaw, olive-backed pipit, red-throated thrush, hawfinch, great tit, red-billed 
chough, rook, raven, and common sandpiper. We decided to come back the following morning and headed 
back to our camp. 
 
Day 15: Saturday 2 July 2017 
Gorkhi-Terelj National Park and Ulaanbaatar city 
Sunny am and rainy pm, approximately 21 degrees maximum 
We walked around the camp in the morning and saw some interesting birds including pine bunting, Eurasian 
sparrowhawk, black-faced bunting, olive-backed pipit, yellow-browed warbler, greater spotted woodpecker 
and white wagtail baicalensis. We tried playback to see Siberian rubythroat and Chinese bush warbler. They 
were singing, but could not see them. We also heard Oriental and common cuckoos. After breakfast, we 
drove to the riparian forest visited on previous day. It was very productive birding. Woodpeckers showed 
really well, including black, lesser spotted, and white-backed. Flycatchers were Asian brown, taiga, and dark-
sided. The other fabulous species included marsh, willow, and great tits, grey and white wagtails, and red-
throated thrush again. 
 
In the afternoon, we drove up to larch forest on the mountain slopes, where we took a short walk following 
a trail and saw the attractive red-flanked bluetail. Suddenly, rain came and stopped our birding. We waited 
for the rain to stop for a while in our vehicle, but it even came harder, so we decided to come back to our 
camp and pack our luggage before dinner. 
 
According to our plan, we were due to spend two nights in Gorkhi-Terelj National Park, however the 
itinerary had to amended as the flight departure was too early, so we drove to Ulaanbaatar city stayed in a 
comfortable hotel there. 
 
Day 16: Sunday 03 July 2017 
Depart Ulaanbaatar  


