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TOUR REPORT 
 
Leaders: John Muddeman  &  Dembo Sonko 
Driver: Baba Nyassi 
 
 
Friday 6th November  
London  – Banjul – Senegambia Hotel 
Our flight from Gatwick was a largely clear journey down over W Europe, including passing over Cape St 
Vincent at the SW tip of Portugal, then part of the Moroccan coastline before cutting overland over the 
amazing rocky and sandy deserts of the W Sahara and Mauritania.  Swinging out over the Atlantic once 
we’d crossed the huge mouth of the river Gambia, we actually lost sight of land in very murky conditions, 
before coming and landing at Yundum airport, Banjul.  Walking out was a bit of a shock, it being around 
33ºC and very humid, but the huge numbers of birds around and the incredible lush green vegetation 
immediately held our interest. 
 
On arrival, Jatta, our local rep, took over, and in a wonderful deep, slowly delivered African voice 
entertained us as we headed towards the hotel.  Indeed, it was even more entertaining as he laughed at all 
of his own jokes in a highly infectious way, along with such comments as “The Gambia has no mountains: 
we have flat lands and we have termite mounds”, or “we only give the hand-made palm frond fans to the 
ladies, so that when it gets really hot, they can fan their partners...”!!!  Once again, with the invaluable help 
of porters, so we didn’t get lost in the 8 acre grounds of the Senegambia Hotel, we made our way to and 
settled into our rooms before meeting for a 7:30pm drink before dinner.   
 
Saturday 7th November  
Kotu Golf, Pools & bridge, beach lunch, Bijilo Forest 
We met shortly after dawn for a 7 a.m. breakfast in the hotel buffet, and then reconvened to depart at 8 
after meeting our local guide, Dembo, and driver, Baba.  As it was very hot, we went first to do the day’s 
longer walk, on the nearby Kotu golf course. Incredible butterflies and dragonflies, as well as a plethora of 
birds, were present, including double-spurred francolin, a gorgeous pearl-spotted owlet, noisy green 
woodhoopoes, abundant western plantain-eaters, a ‘time-keeping’ yellow-fronted tinkerbird, several 
exquisite little bee-eaters, and numerous piapiacs and long-tailed glossy starlings, amongst others.  I was 
also very taken with the abundant dragonflies and butterflies, including the tiny and lovely map-winged 
shadow-bridge portia, attractive orange acraeas, innumerable tiny African grass blues, and larger and more 
visually appealing plain tiger, dark blue pansy and citrus swallowtail butterflies.  However, it was difficult to 
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know where to look with this profusion of wildlife!  It really was a siege on the senses with something good 
appearing at every turn!  At a small creek our first African palm swifts sped overhead, a few pied-winged 
swallows flew beside the palms, twittering pied kingfishers hovered almost overhead and a large Nile 
monitor swam across the channel before hauling itself up into the depths of the dense red mangroves. 
 
The nearby Kotu Ponds were also a haven for birds, including little grebes, spur-winged flovers, black-
winged stilts and other waders including common, wood and green sandpipers simultaneously at one point, 
plus drinking little swifts and an osprey overhead amongst the innumerable hooded vultures and yellow-
billed kites. The first of two dazzling woodland kingfishers in adjacent trees astounded us!  We continued 
with a short walk down through rice fields –which were simply alive with black percher, long skimmer, 
broad scarlet and other dragonflies, plus a roosting owl fly– and dense mangroves to Kotu Bridge.  A few 
birds included a sunbathing laughing dove, gorgeous lizard buzzard and typically flighty beautiful sunbirds 
along the way.  At the bridge itself, apart from a fine variety of waders, pied and malachite kingfishers, 
western reef egrets, long-tailed cormorant and red-breasted swallows were also all noted, plus we started 
to help with ‘our bit’ in The Gambia by purchasing a few T-shirts from the Gambian Birdwatching 
Association to help them raise money for conservation. 
 
A well-earned lunch break saw us glad for the sea breeze during a long rest in the shade of a raised beach 
bar, where the various scampi, butterfish, barracuda and chicken dishes were washed down with abundant 
fluid too!  A grey-headed gull which cruised along beach, a flock of terns that were feeding over a fish-
feeding frenzy, plus the local fishermen who rowed a long net out an arc and then hauled the completely 
empty net back in, kept us occupied. 
 
After a break back at the hotel, we reassembled again at 1545h for a couple of hours in the coastal forest of 
the Bijilo National Reserve, just round the corner from the hotel.  The extraordinarily ramshackle 
photography hide appeared to be a dead loss from the outside, and the wobbly seat invited disaster, but 
the list of birds seem coming either down to drink or in its immediate surroundings was incredible: Snowy- 
and white-crowned robin-chats, blackcap and brown babblers, African thrushes and a pair of oriole 
warblers amongst them!  The local green vervet and red colobus monkeys were amazing to see so close, 
though the former were too close in our opinion and a bit ‘tacky’, including being fed by some local guides 
for other tourists, though a friendly red-billed hornbill, which followed us for quite a distance, was not 
deemed to be in the same league! 
 
A wonderful array of species was noted here, including a superb adult palm-nut vulture perched and then 
in flight, a quite confiding African grey woodpecker, and various close encounters with both wwallow-tailed 
and little bee-eaters.  An amazing green katydid cricket hid (at least from the birds and other predators) on 
a low palm frond.  His was an exquisite insect, the veins of its leaf-like wings netted in perfect leaf-like 
manner in a magnificent example of crypsis. 
 
Sunday 8th November  
Abuko NNR, Lamin Lodge, Lamin Rice Fields 
We spent a long morning in the rich Abuko Forest Reserve, indeed starting with a flourish as a pair of calling 
western bluebills sent Dembo scurrying into action, though despite trying to call them out, we largely only 
had brief views as they flicked across amongst the dense vegetation.  However, with violet and Guinea 
turacos, blue-breasted kingfisher, brown-throated wattle-eye, plenty of unpleasant-looking ants, plus a 
West African crocodile in a pool where malachite and brief giant kingfishers, squacco herons and brief 
flying white-backed night heron were present, meant we certainly had plenty to look at!  Once again, the 
remarkable number of dragonflies, including the quaint grizzled pintails and smart strong skimmer, plus 
various new butterflies including the lovely common dotted border and large grass yellows kept us alert.  
After spending plenty of time on the veranda of the Darwin Research Centre, we left a donation to help 
with habitat management work.  Other special birds seen included little greenbul, two lovely rufous-bellied 
paradise flycatchers and our first adult African harrier-hawk, while a couple of small Nile monitors added 
further variety. 
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After a very refreshing drink at a small bar at the far end, we made a relatively quick return (with a second 
huge forest-spider species photographed by the dawdlers), and were soon off for lunch at the Lamin Lodge.  
Located amongst the mangroves on the edge of a tidal creek, West African fiddler crabs and Atlantic 
mudskippers kept us entertained as we waited for lunch, and then again afterwards as we deliberately 
rested for a while for the sun to drop a little. 
 
We were out again from 1530h until 1800h, first walking to Lamin itself beside mangrove and fields, where 
startling northern red and black-winged bishops, numerous beautiful sSunbirds, a dapper black-winged 
kite, shockingly coloured male yellow-crowned bishop and furtive variable sunbird all vied for attention.  A 
stunning male village indigobird fed among a flock of red-billed firefinch, a vitelline masked weaver finally 
showed beside its woven nest, and the simply incredible number of doves and pigeons, seen everywhere 
here and indeed throughout the tour, continued. 
 
Our final walk was in another area of rice fields, with our first gorgeous blue-bellied rollers perched out 
nicely on some palms, two male splendid sunbirds, a brief black heron, and literally thousands of other 
birds made it difficult to know where to look! 
 
Monday 9th November  
Marakissa Savannah & Lodge 
A grey kestrel on the nearby telecom mast was a good start to the day’s birdwatching too, for the first 
person out at the bus pick-up point, but the entire group picked up another later.  This was in the 
Marakissa Savannah, where despite some dew on the spiders’ webs, it was very hot, mainly due to the 
incredible humidity. 
 
The list of birds, right from the start, was very impressive, with a lesser honeyguide, calling pearl-spotted 
owlets, African pied, African grey and red-billed hornbills, a brief perched diederik and a fly-over Klaas’s 
cuckoos within the first 200 metres!  The first of countless butterflies and especially dragonflies were 
already very active, a fine Wahlberg’s eagle circled over mobbed by pied crows, a couple of yellow-throated 
leafloves showed well in the canopy of large-leafed tree, colourful red-cheeked cordon-bleus popped in and 
out of a nest, while a long wait for a persistently calling grey-headed bush-shrike, was partially successful, 
as it flew off rapidly once finally seen!  An exquisite hairstreak butterfly along the track, eagerly 
photographed by John and Judith, turned out to be a checkered gem, and the first record for the Gambia!  
Occurring from Kenya across to Senegal, it was expected to occur in the country by a specialist I contacted 
later, but what a find!  Two wonderful displaying river sailor butterflies floated and danced around our legs 
in a circling display, and the wonderful antics of several village weavers building their nests close by a 
bridge over a river stuffed with water lilies and teeming with dragonflies made a superb natural end point 
to the walk! 
 
It was a hot walk back too, so the lovely Marakissa Lodge for a good rest before lunch didn’t come too 
soon!  Several cold drinks were had all round as we watched over the river channel where 100s of village 
weavers were nesting.  In the shade and with the fan on, it was a great place to recover, plus bonuses of a 
shy West African crocodile coming to feed on scraps put out on the riverbank, African jacana, giant 
kingfisher, plus purple heron and black-crowned night heron juveniles flying past, a fine adult African 
harrier-hawk hunting over the marsh, a small flock of noisy Senegal thick-knees plus boisterous spur-
winged plovers on a sandbank in the river, and even the free-flying house Senegal parrot! 
 
We finished with a short drive to a nearby bridge where novelties were a sizeable flock of white-headed 
whistling ducks, which were mainly young tended by a few adults, plus a fabulous male greater painted 
snipe crouched under a small bush, much to my particular delight.  A stunning African pygmy kingfisher was 
a colourful delight on a nearby stream, though as we finally drifted back to the vehicle, the back-markers  
 
were rewarded with views of the snipe feeding out along the water’s edge. We returned to hot hotel 
grounds where little was moving, but a relaxing break was had by all who wanted and/or needed it! 
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Tuesday 10th November  
Brufut Forest, lunch Cape Creek, Cape Creek Road p.m. 
Ably assisted throughout our morning excursion to the Brufut Forest by two local rangers, we were taken 
first to a superb Verreaux’s eagle-owl, peering down at us from within the crown of a massive fig tree.  
What a start!  A walk followed, with masses of butterflies for accompaniment, but included more gaudy 
northern red bishops in full breeding attire, plus a superb black-crowned tchagra singing in a treetop.  The 
next special treat, again to my delight, was when we were taken, in groups of three and as quietly as 
possible, along a narrow winding trail to see a long-tailed nightjar, roosting in the leaf litter just a couple of 
metres away, in the dappled shade under the scrub!  Wow!  A singing cisticola attracted much less 
attention, while a calling but unseen sulphur-breasted bush-shrike was difficult to get enthusiastic about, 
given some intense heat!  A couple of excited red-winged warblers in long grass beside the path as we 
made our way out showed well though. 
 
A superb 45 minutes were then spent in the shade, having a cooling drink, while watching over some water 
‘feeders’ in a clearing.  A range of species entertained is, including two greater honeyguides, a brief African 
black flycatcher, a group of red-eyed doves barging each other off the branches, village weavers and the 
odd common bulbul!  A somewhat nasty-looking large ‘ankle-biting’ wasp walking around under our feet 
was confirmed by Judith as a spider or caterpillar-hunting wasp and to our amazement, and delight of 
some, reappeared about 20 minutes later carrying a tremendous caterpillar off across the sand to its 
nearby nest somewhere! 
 
A shortish drive took us to the wonderful Cape Point area, where a restaurant overlooking a creek behind 
the beach made a stunning lunch stop.  Dragonflies abounded, including blue baskers and violet dropwings, 
a eucalyptus tree over our heads was the meeting point for countless noisy pied kingfishers which were 
coming to bathe, and other delights included a few small West African crocodiles (with up to 4 at once), a 
lovely group of blue-cheeked bee-eaters which came in repeatedly to bathe, a smart male yellow-crowned 
bishop chasing two females, and several squacco herons amongst others. 
 
We eventually pulled ourselves away and went for a quick look at the nearby mudflats where terns, gulls 
and waders gather to roost.  Scanning from one end to the other of the loafing birds was highly rewarding 
and allowed excellent views of Caspian terns, grey-headed and a black-headed gull, bar-tailed godwit, 
African wattled and spur-winged lapwings and another group of 7 Senegal thick-knees...  Three separate 
groups of seven thick-knees to date seemed odd!?!  We returned a little earlier as our driver was going off 
to the ferry to be in Barra for when we planned to arrive the following morning. 
 
Wednesday 11th November     
Banjul-Barra Ferry, Berendi area, lunch Fathala Reserve, Toubacouta 
Packed and with bills paid the night before, we were outside at 0630h as instructed, in order to get to the 
ferry terminal early and catch the first ferry over. The ferry was unfortunately delayed and it was in fact 11 
a.m. by the time we reached Barra, though a group of red-chested swallows adorned the port compound 
fence as we left, and abundant little and two pallid swifts, numerous Arctic and a single pomarine skua, 
sandwich, Caspian and especially royal terns, and grey-headed and a few lesser black-backed gulls were 
noted during the crossing to occupy our time. 
 
A hot nearby produced the first of several anteater chats, on a wall, plus a gorgeous male Namaqua dove, 
an incredibly mobile Oriental bee hawk-moth feeding on the masses of small flowers around, a fast-moving 
male shikra and even a super orange-flanked skink sunbathing on a small termite hill under a tree.  Great 
observations!  More anteater chats were seen later in a tree where a rare chestnut-bellied starling peered 
out, while a dark chanting goshawk spiralled up over the bus at one point and single Wahlberg’s eagle and 
African harrier-hawk adult provided further raptor diversity. 
 
We then crossed the Gambia – Senegal border, and a latish lunch was taken in the lovely grounds of the 
Fathala Nature Park. 
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A stop was made for a walk on an island with numerous baobabs, ticking one of Gillian’s “most wanted” 
boxes, plus a colourful Vieillot’s barbet was noted by some, a couple of ospreys were noted on the cruise, 
and finished as usual with a wonderful wait to watch the incredible gathering of birds at a mixed roost in 
the mangroves, which included hundreds of western reef egrets, a few little egrets and plentiful pied 
kingfishers amongst others.   
 
Thursday 12th November  
Kaolak Road, Missirah Road p.m. 
We took a good early breakfast and left 0715h to beat the heat, and light cloud also helped for virtually the 
whole morning as we drove north and east, almost as far as Kaolak, stopping periodically as we went. 
 
The slightly higher and very flat rather open ground was more like an open savannah, with a range of new 
birds and some other wildlife appearing as a result.  In fact, at one of the first wetlands we passed, a small 
troop of patas monkeys crossed the road in front before nipping up a red mangrove opposite.  A fine group 
of woolly-necked storks fed in a roadside meadow and a lovely calling double-spurred francolin sat up in a 
nearby tree!  Fearing we might flush it by disembarking, as a first for most of the group, we scoped it from 
within the bus to ensure good views for all! 
 
More small wetlands were naturally a magnet for birds, resulting in a rich haul of sightings in consequence.  
A group of Eurasian spoonbills flying past led us to discover two more feeding alongside a single African 
spoonbill, numerous great white pelicans lined small raised bunds on some extensive salt flats, rubbing 
bellies (given their massive size!) with massed Long-tailed cormorants, while just round the next bend, a 
remarkable roadside group of hundreds of pink-bellied slender-billed gulls, plus numerous black-winged 
stilts and little egrets were completely absorbed in a cooperative feeding frenzy in the shallow waters, 
while a few common greenshank and a spotted redshank dashed about amongst them.  Another small 
creek area was particularly rich in birds, varying from a couple of lovely African silverbills –the first Dembo 
had seen in three years!– chased by a willow warbler, to Ruff and a super marsh sandpiper amongst the 
wading birds, of most note. 
The roadside wires were also resting sites for a remarkable number of birds, mainly doves and pigeons, of 
the incalculable numbers around, but also our first Abyssinian rollers, while a few more raptors appeared 
including around half a dozen dark chanting goshawks and a few African harrier-hawks.  However, the 
major goal was to reach an area of drier peanut fields, which were in the process of being harvested, where 
a good omen was a fine male lesser kestrel circling low across the road.  And indeed, shortly ahead, a shout 
from Dembo and we were out as fast as we could to watch a stunning scissor-tailed kite circling over!  And 
then another, and then a few more, then a small flock, and then a stream of birds going over, some low 
enough to see they were eating prey on the wing!!  Leaving a huge roost on an island to the north, they 
were moving out over the savannah to feed and we were in just the right place to see them!  With up to 20 
perched in some distant treetops, and a dozen closer by at one point, at least 70 or 80 were seen.  A truly 
impressive number! 
 
This particular spot came up trumps with other birds too though, including a superb male pygmy sunbird in 
an acacia, and then the sound of some nearby Savile’s bustards calling!  So, without knowing about 
welcome grass, we stomped off to try and see them...  Three peanut and maize fields later, with our socks 
and shoes completely burred up with the seed heads, we ground to a halt, though thankfully not until after 
one bustard had finally flushed and was seen in flight by a couple of the party.   
 
After a pleasant tasty lunch back at the hotel, we took a relaxing break and then went out again at 5 pm for 
almost 2 hours.  It was somewhat quieter than expected along the Missirah road, but we still added a fine 
male African golden oriole to our ever-increasing list, plus some more Bruce’s green pigeons, as in the 
morning, and much to Judith’s delight. 
 
A local group of musicians and dancers turned up over dinner and gave us a fine display of local drumming, 
dancing –including one man on tall stilts– and even fire-breathing...!  Some of the French tourists staying in 
the camp joined in, and while we remained a little more ‘British’, greatly enjoyed it too  
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Friday 13th November  
Toubacouta, near Karang, North Bank Road, Kaur Wetland, Wasu Quarry, Baobalong/Georgetown 
Crossing the border, we turned onto the North Bank Road, and headed east.  The slow pace of the bus was 
good for looking out for wildlife as we went, with a brief patas ,monkey crossing well ahead at one point, 
plus a few stops were made at specific roadside points, especially wetlands, where birds were present.  One 
site held 10 intermediate egrets amongst the little, great white and western reef egrets, while the 
important Kaur wetland truly came up trumps as hoped.  First, a stunning Egyptian plover fed along the 
water’s edge alongside spur-winged lapwing and wood sandpiper, and a flock of 53 Senegal thick-knees 
made a superb backdrop. While out watching and photographing these, two Northern crowned cranes rose 
up and flew round in a wide arc, with another single then flying slowly across slightly closer, calling as it 
went, for us to watch at pleasure.  We then noticed another 2 Egyptian plovers on the shore on the 
opposite side to the first, and then another 3 on the road itself!  Thankfully, the latter appeared to be very 
adept at avoiding the fast traffic!  Around 40 collared pratincoles flew over, wheeling round to land 
amongst a much larger flock of around 200 settled in the water alongside remarkable numbers of African 
wattled lapwings and Senegal thick-knees. 
 
However, there was still lots more to see (and distance to cover!), including highly enjoyable stops at a 
couple of water holes during the heat of the afternoon.  First, two stunning male Sahel paradise whydahs 
bounced across the road in counter-display flight, before dropping down to drink.  A few more were also 
seen coming in to drink, but seemingly knowing just how obvious they are to predators with their 
extravagant tails, were frustratingly quick.  Numbers of the ever-impressive northern red bishops rubbed 
shoulders with our first red quelea, a cinnamon-breasted bunting kept a low profile as it drank, as did a 
rather drab female bush petronia, though a dapper Namaqua dove was striking.  A pair of stone partridge, 
so difficult to see except at dawn and dusk, even fed in the shadows above one pool, though were tricky to 
spot. 
 
The second really good pool was when a large vulture came down to land close to the road a little behind 
us, and after reversing, a patient wait was well rewarded with terrific views of 4 Eurasian griffon, 4 or 5 
African white-backed and a streaky young Rüppell’s vulture standing head and shoulders above the more 
numerous hooded vultures at the side of the water.  A wonderful sight! 
 
Our final planned stop was near a small sand quarry, where a short walk took us to an area of scrub and 
trees in grassland, simply hooching with bee-eaters!  The most abundant by far were the amazing Red-
throated, but the gorgeous green and a few large northern carmine were enjoyed as well.  A juvenile 
African cuckoo and our first grey-headed kingfisher were also present for extra interest!  It delayed us even 
further, but was a superb birdwatching finale during a long day! 
 
We then took the Georgetown Ferry, and the hotel was literally just round the corner over the other side. 
The town was unusually busy and was thronged with people at dusk. A very tasty dinner was greatly 
welcomed. 
 
Saturday 14th November  
Prisoner’s Rice Fields, Bansang Quarry, Baobalong East Track, lunch Baobalong Annex, Baobalong W 
Track p.m. 
Having had a long transfer and having seen both Egyptian plover and northern carmine bee-eater, we made 
a group decision to skip going further upriver to Basse, and to concentrate around the Janjanbureh area 
instead.  Roadside cattle had attracted a few yellow-billed oxpeckers, rather than the donkey-peckers we’d 
seen before   A prolonged stop on a bridge produced a smart male black-headed weaver around a small 
colony, but the heavy traffic made it noisy. So we walked into the adjacentrice fields, where apart from a  
fabulous display of two types of water lilies, a few swamp flycatchers were quickly found, then during a 
particularly memorable wait, a range of fabulous dragon and damselflies, plus grey-headed kingfisher, fly-
by malachite kingfisher, yellow-throated leaflove, noisy brown babblers and a pair of oriole warblers, all 
appeared close beside us.  A strange long fish, rather like a lungfish also came along a channel before 
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sinking into the muddy depths again.  We wondered what on earth else lurked in the muddy depths of the 
Gambia River and its channels...?! 
 
Next stop, after passing through a couple of more vigilant than normal, but still courteous or even openly 
friendly, military and police road controls, was the famous Bansang Quarry, where David Attenborough 
filmed the antics of the amazing red-throated bee-eater colony for The Life of Birds.  Hundreds of birds 
were present, many even clinging to the walls of the sand quarry at the nest holes even though breeding 
was now over, making a magnificent sight!  It wasn’t just the bee-eaters that caught our attention however, 
with up to four shikras in the air at once, a Fork-tailed drongo and several ever-impressive noisy pied 
kingfishers vying for attention.  Dembo suddenly alerted us to the calls coming from a nearby tree, and a 
colourful male Vieillot’s baarbet sat out in full view (when not confused at a glance with the odd bee-eater), 
which then pulled off a good-sized fruit and offered it to its mate, which suddenly appeared beside it.  
Wonderful! 
 
It was getting hot again, so we returned in the bus towards base, and diverted off to take a short final walk 
at Baobalong east.  However, despite some lovely butterflies, this was rapidly cut short as the hot sun 
meant bird activity had fallen to near zero, so we returned for a pre-lunch drink before a long siesta.   
 
Leaving again at five, it was humid, but the sun was visibly less strong, and the Baobalong West track was 
just alive with birds!  Apart from hundreds of dragonflies constantly continually wheeling around to distract 
(wheeling glliders amongst them!), a noisy pearl-spotted owlet flew into nearby trees at Dembo’s 
prompting, and we witnessed the most extraordinary and nearly violent reaction of a pair of stone 
partridge to playback.  Within seconds, a pair came rushing through the undergrowth, vocal sacs pulsating 
with their incredibly loud calls, before skidding to a halt and rushing up a tree for a better look at us!  They 
then whirred across to the next patch of cover, before rushing out once again when prompted again!  A 
flock of calling white-throated bee-eaters then grabbed Dembo’s attention and again, thanks to playback, 
this wandering group turned around, flew past and came back to perch in a tall baobab for us to enjoy 
these beautifully marked birds in the scopes.  Glossy starlings were massing before going to roost, passing 
over in large noisy flocks and scattering at one point as a an African Hobby breezed through, then 
incredibly, even two African sea-eagles responded to the tape with a fly-past!  A truly remarkable short 
session! 
 
Sunday 15th November  
Marabou Storks, Jakhaly Rice Fields, Brikama Ba, Baobalong E track 
Rising for our 7 a.m. breakfast, it was delayed which gave us time to catch up with Jo’s bearded barbet 
she’d found briefly the morning before, and in the same tree!  However, she then set another challenge by 
spotting a brief passing Levaillant’s cuckoo!  A large green praying mantis on the underside of the bar roof 
was cool enough to allow being gently handled and we got some good pictures! 
 
We left a little later than hoped, but made good time as we headed towards the Jakhaly rice fields, stopping 
en route for a fine adult dark chanting goshawk on a roadside pole and then, for a wonderful short session, 
to look at a marabou stork colony.  The interest in seeing these (frankly rather/very ugly) birds at quite long 
range on their nests high in a huge baobab was vastly outweighed though by the crowd of small beautifully 
behaved children in the village (as there’s no school on Sundays), that quickly gathered around us.  A 
wonderful fun session ensued combining wildlife watching while rubbing shoulders with the villagers, 
especially when Gill took a photo of many of them and then almost disappeared under a tsunami of 
children wanting to see themselves on the back of her camera! 
 
The Jakhaly Rice fields were rather warmer than hoped under the clearing skies, and partly flooded tracks  
meant we were forced to take a diversion, but a gorgeous display of water lilies was further enlivened by 
numerous birds.  African jacanas, single gabar goshawk that were seen passing close by twice, massed 
weavers were present in a tremendous noisy colony, flocks of flighty red-billed queleas whizzed over, a fun 
few minutes were spent watching hordes of a stripe-finned catfish in a channel, two black crakes scurried 
across the floating vegetation in another and a shy malachite kingfisher remained motionless on a reed, 
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and so invisible to most, until it suddenly sped off in a flash of colour.  We even spent a few minutes having 
fun with some of the locals with their donkey cart, especially as Dembo wanted a picture to remind him of 
his childhood days! 
 
The main plan for the day was to try to see large vultures at a feeding site though, which is where we 
headed next.  A ‘vulture nut’ in Spain, who’s been feeding griffons and lammergeiers for nearly 40 years in 
the pre-Pyrenees has set up a feeding station upriver in an area rich in large vultures. This is the Occipitalis 
Station, using local villager Mike as the warden / organiser.  However, and bizarre as it may seem, the 
Gambian president’s presence upriver even affected seeing them!  Close to a small village we drive out and 
took a short walk up onto a low hill, where a large clearing had been prepared, complete with shallow 
water pool, and a rough hide under the excellent shade of a tree.  A hooded vulture came down shortly 
after we arrived, raising our already high hopes, but then not a bird appeared close over the next 2 hours!  
Indeed, we called it a day at 2 p.m. –fortunately made more than bearable by a stiff breeze blowing across 
the hilltop–, and despite then seeing a few vultures cruising high over, they showed no signs of interest, 
even in the water which they normally come down to daily to drink, and by 2 p.m...  It appeared that large 
numbers of the local cattle were being slaughtered to cater for the greatly enhanced numbers of people 
around and presumably the birds were more than satiated with that food.  
 
We tried walking the Baobalong East track again, this time late afternoon walk, which was far more 
productive.  A few superb birds were present kicking off with a group of 4 breeding-plumaged male and 
several female pin-tailed whydahs adorning a treetop, then we enjoyed great views over the river when we 
came across a new lodge in construction with river frontage, and were invited in.  The far bank held 
perched osprey and three or four young Black-crowned Night Herons, while as we watched a passing spur-
winged goose, just as it disappeared upriver, so we glimpsed four sandgrouse crossing low to our side 
nearby.  The resulting short walk unwittingly flushed two close birds before we could see them properly, 
but Dembo persisted, and we used the wait to look at a couple of calling double-spurred francolins on a 
wall and even another ‘crazy’ calling stone partridge, that flew close past like a rocket and then sped across 
the ground from one patch of cover to another to our amusement.  We just started returning when 
suddenly, four sandgrouse cartwheeled in low overhead and pitched into the grass in a nearby field.  
Creeping along, we suddenly found a superb pair of four-banded sandgrouse in full view on the track in 
front, and despite using their extraordinarily cryptic plumage to hide intermittently behind tufts of grass 
and low shrubs, we enjoyed wonderful close views.  This was only bettered when a different male suddenly 
popped out onto the track in front at half the distance, and then another pair, which dropped in as well...!  
Six finally flew off when it was too dark to take pictures, though another 9 took off from nearby fields and 
flew overhead on the walk back to the bus, while three passing yellow-winged bats briefly provided an 
interesting sight, seemingly glowing in the dark as they passed in the half-light. 
 
Monday 16th November  
Baobalong, Brikama Ba, South Bank Road, Buiba Wetland, Tendaba Camp 
We departed after removing three large praying mantises from around the lights (hoping they’d have a 
better time in the hotel grounds) and headed for the South Bank Road and the transfer westwards.  Apart 
from odds and ends along the roadside, we headed straight for the vulture feeding station again, though 
being so early just one hooded vulture was present, and after staring at the dead sheep for nearly 45 
minutes we decided it was a dead loss (sorry for the pun...), and moved on. 
 
The journey was once again punctuated by various stops for roadside birds, especially at a couple of 
wetlands (especially near Buiba), plus for fuel, soft drinks and bananas, and included a fine haul of birds.  
These included another stunning adult bateleur circling overhead, a small group of roosting, but very shy  
spotted thick-knees, a lovely marsh sandpiper, distant African darter, and both marabou storks and great 
white pelicans were also noted in flight as we passed.  Gorgeous Abyssinian rollers continued to be 
common on the roadside wires, while single African harrier-hawk, osprey, dark chanting goshawk and a few 
grey kestrels were all enjoyed too. 
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After lunch under a huge roadside mahogany tree, where we discovered that it was still a quite common 
tree in The Gambia thanks to strict no felling laws (later we even saw a naturally fallen one left to rot), we 
made good time to the Tendaba Camp. Taking a walk at a walk at 1715h, a good trail cut through the high 
grass and scrub nearby revealed plenty of birds were present, ranging from vitelline masked and numerous 
village weavers, and through black-rumped waxbills to the prize find, a gorgeous erubru perched high in a 
tree, and showing well.  An all too brief lanner falcon cruised past overhead going to roost, and we 
returned in good light to ensure we could negotiate our way safely down the rather stony path back to 
camp. 
 
Tuesday 17th November  
Mangrove boat trip, Tendaba Camp, Kiang West, night drive 
We had organised an 0630h breakfast to be away on a boat trip an hour later, and soon we were on the 
boat, off across the slightly choppy Gambia River in lovely cool and overcast conditions. 
 
Entering into the mangrove on the far side, Dembo suddenly jumped and got the boatman to throttle back 
and we sat looking hard for a calling African blue flycatcher, a rather shy and elusive bird, which refused to 
show other than as a flitting shape amongst the dense foliage, despite singing back.  Another, shortly 
ahead, did the same, though a third did at least show it itself a little more, just enough for some to see it.  
And just in time as the non-birding passengers on the boat were looking a little bemused by the whole 
proceeding!  They certainly livened up later however, when we showed them some of the larger and even 
more colourful species around! 
 
The cruise was fantastic, as we chugged slowly up a series of ever-narrowing channels, occasionally coming 
out to remarkably wide flat areas covered in a mat of a very short salt-tolerant shrub, only to return to 
dense mangrove forest, sometimes elevated high on their ‘tripod’ root systems.  Spur-winged geese 
appeared in a few spots or flew over, gorgeous blue-breasted kingfishers and Abyssinian rollers adorned 
dead stumps, a flock of blue-cheeked and white-throated bee-eaters wheeled out in aerial pursuit of their 
prey, plus later, our first colourful European bee-eaters graced the treetops.  Western reef egrets rubbed 
shoulders with grey herons, great white egrets, whimbrels and, as we moved further from the river, ever 
increasing numbers of the peculiar ‘snake bird’ or African darter.  The amusing escape route for a number 
of these was an ungainly and loud headfirst plunge into the river, unlike the much smaller long-tailed 
cormorants that took off easily and motored off upstream.  A few enormous pink-backed pelicans loafed 
around, while a feeding frenzy of around a hundred just beyond our final point was impressive.  Three 
hadada ibis flew off calling just like Dembo, or was it the other way round?!  A fine adult African sacred ibis 
picked around in the saltmarsh too, while overhead we racked up super sightings of African hobby and a 
stunning adult palm-nut vulture, which respectively comprised the start and finale to the mangrove cruise.  
A couple of very special denizens of this peculiar habitat were noted too, with a few tiny mangrove 
sunbirds around their woven ball nests, just above the water, a pair of the very shy adult white-backed 
night herons, plus a single adult with two fluffy chicks at another nest!  And a huge colony of lovely lucidus 
great cormorants, formerly (and appropriately) known as white-breasted cormorants, kept us busy with the 
cameras as they flew in with all manner of twigs for the nests, as well as standing by the mostly now quite 
large chicks on their surprisingly small nests. 
 
We returned in the sun, with the temperature going up fast, but even so took a short walk above the camp 
along cleared trails, where a singing brown-rumped bunting (what a boring name for a lovely bird!) kept us 
in suspense, and finally refused to appear at all!  The brubru (what a great name!) sang again, while 
vitelline masked weavers built their wonderful nests and a few butterflies included tiny orange-tips!  
Indeed, butterflies had been a major feature, with a massive visible migration of caper whites underway  
the whole time we were present, and undoubtedly millions of individuals involved in The Gambia overall, 
but up to 30 or more were simultaneously visible in every single binocular view on any scan of the sky 
above us...  And all were heading down towards the coast.  We did not experience the “butterfly blizzard” 
experienced on the coast, but back by the rooms, both before and after lunch, the flowers in the weedy 
bare areas were hooching with butterflies, and while these were mainly dozens and dozens of tiny African 
grass blues, orange acraeas, common and small grass yellows, caper whites and African emigrants, also 
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included a leaden ciliate blue, a gorgeous zebra blue species, various skippers including Zeller’s and an 
African grizzled skipper species, guineafowl butterflies, creamy small white, tiny and large orange-tips and a 
lovely zebra white. 
 
We gathered again at 1630h we were off again in the bus to the nearby Kiang West reserve, where a pause 
en route for part of a huge pink-backed pelican colony was tremendous, with impressive numbers of these 
enormous birds filling the crowns of several baobabs, but a ‘purple patch’ in the forest just afterwards was 
a treat.  In just 100m we achieved good sightings first of a couple of stunning red-shouldered cuckoo-
shrikes, then a pair of flighty black scimitarbills, plus a singing white-winged black tit perched in full view.  
Dembo was really excited, and quite rightly so, but when a woodland kingfisher then appeared on top of a 
tree calling, and then at the arrival of a second bird, splayed its wings up and out in a showy arc in an 
extraordinary repeated mechanical fashion, he was overjoyed.  However, when a gorgeous male brown-
rumped bunting then sat in a leafless tree and sang at us, he was ecstatic!  It had been one after the next in 
a wonderful series! 
 
The day wasn’t even rounded off until after dark.  Settling up our picnic order for the following day, we 
went for torches and binoculars and headed to the bus.  A very slow drive up and down the local road 
unfortunately produced no birds, but a fine scorpion was watched running around on the tarmac and a 
couple of tremendous mottled-winged ant-lions, with glowing reflective purple eyes, were a curious find.  
We’ll just have to leave that nightjar for next time! 
 
Wednesday 18th November  
Tendaba airfield, SBR, Kiang West, Raptor Bridge, Senegambia Hotel 
We began our transfer back towards the coast with a quick look at the Tendaba ‘airfield’, which was largely 
under very shallow water!  Plenty of pink-backed pelicans and a fine Caspian tern were of most note, but 
there was little else, despite some interesting wasps and beetles in the wet and cold tall grass we moved 
out of the way to walk more comfortably along a short track.  As we progressed a long-crested eagle flew 
off from adjacent to the roadside and was seen by a lucky few, though couldn’t be relocated, plus a fine 
pair of gorgeous bearded barbets in a treetop prompted another quick stop. 
 
We returned to the Kiang West track, but continued until much further on than the evening before, almost 
screeching to a halt when a very large black bird was spotted up a tree at the back of the adjacent field.  A 
female Abyssinian ground hornbill!  The even bigger male was on the other side of the tree too!  This was 
THE bird to see for one or two group members and we stood for a long time just enjoying these imposing 
birds preening or moving about a little in the tree, before we finally moved on.  Apparently they often pop 
up the trees early morning when the grass is wet from dew...  Large flocks of glossy starlings were present 
too, including greater blue-eared, purple and a bronze-tailed or two, while another pair of stunning 
bearded barbets fed in a tree alongside equally colourful Bruce’s green pigeons!  Even the local herd of 
cattle was home to a yellow-billed oxpecker or two.  What a great spot! 
 
Birds were relatively difficult to see in the dry savannah forest however, and while no roosting nightjars 
could be found (needle in a haystack job!), a noisy group of African yellow white-eyes and a spanking male 
variable sunbird graced one tree, and at least one small flock of noisy Four-banded sandgrouse was flushed 
on a couple of occasions and seen by most of the group.  A superb grasshopper buzzard peered back at us 
from its dead tree as it dismembered and demolished a large.... grasshopper, of course!  A very small group 
of chestnut-crowned sparrow-weavers were our final bird, their scruffy nest being a far cry from the 
immaculate vitelline masked weaver’s just over on the other side.  But, I couldn’t resist looking at the  
butterflies and dragonflies again, especially when a wonderful phantom flutterer also fluttered (of course!) 
very gently past us and stopped in the adjacent scrub, was photographed, and then caught by hand to show 
it off.  The outer parts of the wings are particularly translucent, given it a highly distinctive appearance, but 
in the hand in direct sunlight we could also appreciate the reflective coppery shine to the large black basal 
wing patches.  A stunning little beast! 
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We returned to the bus and started the long journey back to the coast, stopping periodically for military or 
police controls, bananas for dessert, charcoal and wood for Baba and Dembos’ families and even lunch at 
“Raptor Bridge”.  This was pretty good around 1 pm and after noting a lanner on arrival, adding a few close 
African harrier-hawks coming into the local palms as well, the numerous passing hooded vultures –now 
abundant again as we approached the coast – meant we kept a close eye on the sky to see what might be 
amongst them!  A pair of green woodhoopoes and a gorgeous male African golden oriole added to the 
excitement. 
 
One final stop took us on a walk through some watermelon and sesame fields, with a close grey kestrel, 
blue-bellied roller, two stunning male black-winged red bishops (amongst the commoner northerns), a 
Levaillant’s cuckoo, Senegal coucal, yellow-fronted canary, and beautiful sunbirds fed in abundance in the 
sesame fields, where a male splendid sunbird unfortunately refused to show!  At least a singing singing 
cisticola sat out in full view to be admired in the scope! 
 
Thursday 19th November  
Makasutu Community reserve, Senegambia hotel 
Our last full day and all but one of us made a visit to the Makasutu Cultural Reserve, established in the 
1980s, and now basically covering 7 villages and 1000 ha in size.  ‘Chaperoned’ throughout, mainly due to 
the presence of numerous largely fascinating Guinea baboons, we took a long walk through the forest, cool 
at first and then warming markedly under suddenly clearing skies.  The whole experience here is based 
around the fact that Makasutu means Holy Forest (Maka = Mecca and sutu is Mandinka for forest) and has 
been protected to preserve the cultural and ecological interest of the site.  Being largely dry forest 
bordering mangroves, it is a fascinating site, though the number of birds is relatively small, despite small 
flocks occasionally appearing.  Indeed, the first of these was a small group of grey-headed bristle-bills, 
which hung around for some time and finally gave us all excellent views, while another included a couple of 
rufous-bellied paradise flycatchers plus a northern crombec or two, and the last a small group of lavender 
waxbills amongst others.  Despite the latter being common in The Gambia, they had been remarkably 
elusive, probably, as for so many other species, due to the incredibly lush vegetation almost everywhere 
following the extended rainy season this year. 
 
Several short chats by our cultural guide explained the origin and uses of the forest, including the 
production of “Jungle Juice”, the local palm sap, which can be drunk unfermented, as we did –though it’s 
not for those with a nut allergy or, indeed, to the taste of many as we discovered!– or left to ferment and 
then sold for its low alcoholic content to the non-Muslim part of the population. Further ethnobotanical 
information was provided about the roots of a couple of other trees we passed, with suffusions of their 
roots being taken either to aid digestion or to supposedly strengthen muscles and increase virility, we 
watched the white sap of rubber trees oozing from any cut veins of their twigs and leaves, while we also 
felt the abrasive power of the local white fig, or sandpaper tree as we dubbed it, indeed used by the locals 
for finishing off woodwork or, as children, for cleaning their boards of chalk writing!  Watching the local 
palm tapper ascend the trunk we could appreciate the work involved, though at least he gave us a smile 
and allowed us to take a photo (and try climbing the palm ourselves), unlike the tapper we’d seen on the 
golf course on the first day. 
 
With an abundance of butterflies and dragonflies too, the walk took a little longer than planned, especially 
with stops for African Pied Hornbill and White-throated Bee-eaters as we went, but as soon as we returned 
to the lunch area walked straight down to the jetty to take a paddled canoe down the creek (sounds better 
than up it!), though the high sun, rising tide and heat meant very few birds were recorded at all.  That said,  
nearly 20 Senegal thick-knees watched us pass at just a few yards range, plus a few spur-winged and 
African wattled lapwings, common greenshank and common redshank also sat calmly as we passed in near 
silence. 
 
A tasty leisurely lunch was taken along with other visitors to the reserve and their respective guides, with a 
close eye kept by the forest guides on the numerous Guinea baboons present, which while seemingly 
simply loafing around, were clearly interested in the possibility of snatch and run tactics!  It was great fun 
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to watch their social behaviour though, with a minor, but still noisy fight thankfully off to one side among 
three large males, plenty of mutual grooming activity and of course the antics of the feisty youngsters.  A 
fabulous splendid sunbird male appeared a few times on a lovely flowering Thunbergia vine, while 
throughout we were accompanied by the lovely sounds of a local musician, playing wonderful traditional 
melodies on a 21-string kora.  A huge relative of the European goat moth, resting on one of the posts of the 
lunch shelter, turned out to be a new species for The Gambia, and a significant range extension for the 
species.  Unfortunately, the local women dancers were in mourning following a death in a local village and 
couldn’t come, so after a quick look at the local craftsmen’s’ stands we returned early to the hotel. 
 
This allowed us time to enjoy the last few hours of light at leisure, most taking a short walk or two around 
the grounds to look at the local wildlife, which included a stunning Nile monitor, a mother, ‘teenage’ and 
playful young red colobus monkey, at least six white-crowned robin-chats, black-capped and brown 
babblers, a pair of fabulous yellow-crowned gonoleks, the odd broad-billed roller and masses of migrant 
dragonflies, amongst the most notable!  Not bad for a gentle stroll!! 
 
Friday 20th November  
Pirang Ecoforest Reserve, Senegambia Hotel, Gatwick 
Our last day, and after a 7 a.m. breakfast those who wanted were away 45 minutes later.  Dembo had a 
surprise in store….The Pirang Eco-forest Reserve holds some lively habitat and very special birds, and we 
hoped to see one or two of them! 
 
We walked in with a sharp-eyed guide, plus Dembo’s extraordinary hearing capacity and after trying once 
for the tiny green crombec, were successful in seeing at least one of a pair flitting around high in some 
vines.  The green “Hillier” (AKA Hylia) refused to show, despite calling loudly and close on occasions though, 
while I was the only one lucky to see an Ahanta francolin as it sped off from beside the track as I paused for 
a bush break.  Several others were calling however from deep in the ground cover of this fantastic bit of 
dense forest.  Quite a long walk ensued as we searched for more birds, though little was to prepare us just 
around one turn of the track, with the sight of around 25 people huddled tightly together, ‘armed to the 
teeth’ with cameras and scopes as a local guide whistled continuously to attract one of the rarer denizens 
of the site.  As luck would have it, we didn’t disturb this bird as we stayed slightly off to one side, and as 
further luck would have it, Penny and I even watched it through a hole in the vegetation, standing for a few 
seconds in a patch of sunlit dry leaves as it paused under cover while working its way cautiously towards 
the whistler!  However, no sooner had we seen it, than the group reacted, and between rustling clothes, 
dry leaves crackling underfoot and even a flashgun going off, than it sped off back into deep cover...  Sadly, 
it then only reappeared some time later, and adjacent to sunlit patches well behind where it had been 
before, and while I saw it well twice more, it was no more than a silhouette for most. 
 
The clock was ticking on and with time necessary back at the hotel to pack all the gear, we pulled ourselves 
away and headed back, allowing a few moments for those returning to the their rooms adjacent to the 
main open grassy area of the hotel grounds to contemplate the effects of the hooded vulture feeding which 
goes on there, including attracting in plenty of green vervet and a few red colobus monkeys. 
 
A relaxing tasty last lunch was organised at the hotel for us before an hour or more's rest before we 
boarded the “Bababus” with Dembo as well and made the short journey to the airport.  Biding farewells, 
we handed them a well-earned tip, which they were keen to insist would go towards the children’s 
education, and we disappeared into the airport lounge. 
 
With a speedy passage through, despite digital scanning of fingertips and eyes for some of us, we had time 
to kill, so had a ‘think tank’ session on the numerous highlights of the tour, as well as me finding a 
moribund Convolvulus hawkmoth when going searching for a large brown butterfly that had flown past 
inside!  All this while tremendous numbers of western cattle egrets, yellow-billed kites and pied crows fed 
on the open ground outside among the workings of the airport expansion underway. 
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The flight went well, and despite arriving back with light sleet falling, all went on our ways after saying 
goodbyes. 
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SPECIES LISTS 

 
BIRDS – AVES (H/h = heard only) 

 

NEW WORLD QUAIL - Odontophoridae 

Stone Partridge  Ptilopachus petrosus  :  2 North Bank Road on 13th, 2 Baobalong West Track on 14th, 1 + h  
Baobalong East Track on 15th, 2h Makasutu Forest on 19th. 

GROUSE, PHEASANTS & allies - Phasianidae 

Ahanta Francolin  Pternistis ahantensis  :  Heard in Pirang Ecoforest Reserve on 20th. 
Double-spurred Francolin  Pternistis bicalcaratus  :  1 + h Kotu Golf on 7th, h Lamin Rice fields on 8th, 1+ h  
Marakissa Savannah on 9th, h Brufut Forest on 10th, 2+ h Kaolak Road & 1 + h Missirah Road on 12th, h en  
route on 13th, 1 en route + h various sites on 14th, 2 Baobalong East Track + h various sites on 15th, plenty  
heard various sites on 16th, 7 + h Kiang West+ on 17th, plenty heard various sites on 18th, h Makasutu  
Forest on 19th, and 1 en route on 20th. 

GEESE, SWANS & DUCKS - Anatidae 

White-faced Whistling Duck  Dendrocygna viduata  :  15 Marakissa Lodge bridge on 9th, c.25 Missirah Road  
on 12th, and 11 Baobalong East Track on 15th. 
Spur-winged Goose  Plectropterus gambensis  :  7 Prisoner's Rice Fields on 14th, 1 Baobalong East Track on  
15th, and 30+ Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 

GREBES - Podicipedidae 

Little Grebe  Tachybaptus ruficollis  :  7-8 Kotu Pools on 7th. 

STORKS - Ciconiidae 

Yellow-billed Stork  Mycteria ibis  :  Just 5 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Black Stork  Ciconia nigra  :  5 Kaolak Road on 12th. 
Woolly-necked Stork  Ciconia episcopus  :  12 Kaolak Road on 12th, 3+ Kiang West on 13th, 12+ Tendaba  
Mangrove Cruise on 17th, and 2-3 en route on 18th. 
Marabou Stork  Leptoptilos crumeniferus  :  3 MSC on 15th, and 6+ en route on 16th. 

IBISES & SPOONBILLS - Threskiornithidae 

African Sacred Ibis  Threskiornis aethiopicus  :  1 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Hadada Ibis  Bostrychia hagedash  :  3 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Eurasian Spoonbill  Platalea leucorodia  :  12 Kaolak Road on 12th, plus a group of 6 spoonbills of uncertain  
species distantly Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
African Spoonbill  Platalea alba  :  1 Kaolak Road on 12th. 

HERONS & BITTERNS - Ardeidae 

White-backed Night Heron  Gorsachius leuconotus  :  1 Abuko Reserve on 8th, and 3 adults + 2 chicks  
Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Black-crowned Night Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax  :  1 juvenile Marakissa Lodge on 9th, 3 Baobalong East  
Track on 15th, and 1 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Striated Heron  Butorides striata  :  1 Abuko Reserve + 1 Lamin Rice fields on 8th, 2 Marakissa Lodge area  
on 9th, 1 Cape Creek on 10th, 1 Kaolak Road on 12th, 1 Baobalong East Track on 15th, and 2 Tendaba  
Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Squacco Heron  Ardeola ralloides  :  3 Abuko Reserve + 3+ Lamin Rice fields on 8th, 1 Marakissa Savannah  
on 9th, 5+ Cape Creek on 10th, a few en route on 13th, a few Prisoner's Rice Fields on 14th, lots Jakhaly  
Rice Fields on 15th, several various sites on 16th, and 5+ Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Western Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis  :  Noted widely and daily, except on 18th, and often in large number. 
Grey Heron  Ardea cinerea  :  One to a few noted daily from 7th to 16th, with max 15+ Tendaba Mangrove  
Cruise on 17th. 
Black-headed Heron  Ardea melanocephala  :  1 en route on 13th, 1 Baobalong East Track on 15th, and 2+  
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various sites on 16th. 
Purple Heron  Ardea purpurea  :  1 Lamin Rice fields on 8th, 1 juvenile Marakissa Lodge on 9th, 1 Cape  
Creek on 10th, 1 juvenile Kiang West on 13th, 1 juvenile Jakhaly Rice Fields on 15th, and 1 Tendaba  
Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Great [White] Egret  Ardea alba  :  Common, widespread and seen in small number daily from 7th to 18th;  
max 20+ Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Yellow-billed/Intermediate Egret  Egretta intermedia  :  10+ en route on 13th, and 5 Tendaba Mangrove  
Cruise on 17th. 
Black Heron  Egretta ardesiaca  :  Just 1 in flight Lamin Rice fields on 8th. 
Little Egret  Egretta garzetta  :  1 Kotu Bridge on 7th, a few Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th, 6+ Kaolak Road on  
12th, a few various sites on 13th, and 1+ Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Western Reef Heron  Egretta gularis  :  6 Kotu Bridge+ on 7th, plenty KL+ on 8th, 1 Cape Creek on 10th,  
100s Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th, plenty Kaolak Road on 12th, plenty various sites on 13th, a few various  
sites on 16th, and 30+ Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 

HAMERKOP - Scopidae 

Hamerkop  Scopus umbretta  :  Quite common and widespread, seen daily from 7th, except on 11th and  
12th; max. 30+ on 13th. 

PELICANS - Pelecanidae 

Great White Pelican  Pelecanus onocrotalus  :  100+ Kaolak Road on 12th, and plenty various sites on 16th. 
Pink-backed Pelican  Pelecanus rufescens  :  1 Cape Creek on 10th, 1 Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th, 1 Kaolak  
Road on 12th, 4-5 en route on 13th, 300+ Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th, and 200+ Kiang West+ on  
18th. 

CORMORANTS - Phalacrocoracidae 

Reed/Long-tailed Cormorant  Phalacrocorax africanus  :  1+ Kotu Bridge on 7th, 1 Lamin Rice fields on 8th,  
1 Cape Creek on 10th, 20+ Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th, lots Kaolak Road on 12th, plenty various sites on  
13th, plenty Jakhaly Rice Fields on 15th, a few various sites on 16th, lots Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th,  
and 1 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo  :  3 Toubacouta + 1 Kiang West on 13th, and abundant Tendaba  
Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 

ANHINGAS / DARTERS - Anhingidae 

African Darter  Anhinga [melanogaster] rufa  :  1 en route on 13th, 1 Prisoner's Rice Fields on 14th, 1 South  
Bank Road on 16th, 40 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th, and 1 en route on 18th. 

OSPREYS - Pandionidae 

Western Osprey  Pandion haliaetus  :  1 Kotu Pools on 7th, 1 Cape Creek on 10th, 2 Keur Saloum Cruise on  
11th, 1 Baobalong East Track on 15th, 1 South Bank Road on 16th, 2 TC+ on 17th, and 1 en route on 18th. 

HAWKS, EAGLES & allies - Accipitridae 

Black-winged/-shouldered Kite  Elanus caeruleus  :  1 Lamin Lodge on 8th. 
Scissor-tailed Kite  Chelictinia riocourii  :  70-80 Kaolak Road on 12th. 
Black Kite  Milvus migrans  :  1 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Yellow-billed Kite  Milvus aegyptius/parasitus  :  Abundant, widespread and seen daily in generally large  
number, except on 15th. 
African Fish Eagle  Haliaeetus vocifer  :  2 Baobalong West Track on 14th. 
Palm-nut Vulture  Gypohierax angolensis  :  1 ad Bijilo Forest on 7th, 1 ad + 1 juvenile AS plus 2 ad Lamin  
Rice fields on 8th, 1 ad Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th, 1 Baobalong Camp on 14th, 1 ad Tendaba Mangrove  
Cruise on 17th, 1 en route on 18th, and an imm Pirang Ecoforest Reserve on 20th. 
Hooded Vulture  Necrosyrtes monachus  :  Abundant, widespread and seen daily in generally large number,  
especially near the coast. 
White-backed Vulture  Gyps africanus  :  4 en route on 13th, c.10 various sites on 14th, and 3+ en route on  
15th. 
Rüppell's Vulture  Gyps rueppellii  :  1 juvenile en route on 13th, and 2 Baobalong Camp on 14th. 
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Griffon Vulture  Gyps fulvus  :  4 en route on 13th, and 2 various sites on 14th. 
Beaudouin's Snake Eagle  Circaetus beaudouini  :  2 North Bank Road on 13th, 3 various sites on 14th, 1  
South Bank Road on 16th, and 1 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Brown Snake Eagle  Circaetus cinereus  :  2 North Bank Road on 13th, and 2 South Bank Road on 16th. 
Bateleur  Terathopius ecaudatus  :  1 North Bank Road on 13th, 1 South Bank Road on 16th, 1 ad en route  
on 18th, and 1 en route on 19th. 
[Western] Marsh Harrier  Circus aeruginosus  :  2 airport on 6th, 1 Kotu Bridge on 7th, 1 Marakissa Lodge  
on 9th, 2 North Bank Road on 13th, 2 various sites on 14th, 1 Jakhaly Rice Fields on 15th, 1 South Bank  
Road on 16th, 1 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th, and 1 en route on 18th. 
African Harrier-Hawk / Gymnogene  Polyboroides typus  :  1 Abuko Reserve on 8th, 1 ad Marakissa Lodge  
on 9th, 1 Berendi area on 11th, 2 Kaolak Road on 12th, 6+ various sites on 13th, 1 en route on 14th, 1  
Baobalong East Track on 15th, 1 South Bank Road on 16th, 6+ en route on 18th, and h Makasutu Forest on  
19th. 
Dark Chanting Goshawk  Melierax metabates  :  1 en route on 11th, 6 Kaolak Road on 12th, 2 North Bank  
Road on 13th, 1 en route on 15th, and 1 South Bank Road on 16th. 
Gabar Goshawk  Micronisus gabar  :  1 or 2 Jakhaly Rice Fields on 15th. 
Shikra  Accipiter badius  :  2 Kotu Golf on 7th, 1 Berendi area on 11th, 1 Missirah Road on 12th, 1 GF on  
13th, 4 Bansang Quarry on 14th, 1 Kiang West on 18th, and 1 en route on 19th. 
Lizard Buzzard  Kaupifalco monogrammicus  :  1 Kotu Pools on 7th, 1 Lamin Rice fields on 8th, and 2+  
Marakissa Savannah on 9th. 
Grasshopper Buzzard  Butastur rufipennis  :  1 North Bank Road on 13th, 2 en route on 14th, 1 Tendaba  
Camp on 17th, and 3-4 Kiang West+ on 18th. 
Wahlberg's Eagle  Hieraaetus wahlbergi  :  1 dark morph Marakissa Savannah on 9th, 1 Berendi area on  
11th, 2 various sites on 14th, 6+ en route on 18th. 
Long-crested Eagle  Lophaetus occipitalis  :  1 briefly Tendaba Airfield on 18th. 
FALCONS & allies - Falconidae 
Lesser Kestrel  Falco naumanni  :  1 male Kaolak Road on 12th. 
Common/Eurasian Kestrel  Falco tinnunculus  :  2 Kotu Pools on 7th. 
Grey Kestrel  Falco ardosiaceus  :  1 Senegambia Hotel + 1 Marakissa Savannah on 9th, 4-5 Kaolak Road +  
Missirah Road on 12th, 2 en route on 13th, 1 en route on 14th, 1 en route on 15th, 3 South Bank Road on  
16th, and 3+ en route on 18th. 
Red-necked Falcon  Falco chicquera  :  1 probable over Senegambia on 7th. 
African Hobby  Falco cuvierii  :  1 Baobalong West Track on 14th, 1 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th, and  
1 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Lanner Falcon  Falco biarmicus  :  1 Missirah Road on 12th, 1 Tendaba Camp on 16th, 2-3 various sites on  
18th, and 1 en route on 19th. 

BUSTARDS - Otidae 

Saville’s Bustard  Lophotis savilei  :  1 seen + 4+ h Kaolak Road on 12th. 

FLUFFTAILS - Sarothruridae 

White-spotted Flufftail  Sarothrura pulchra  :  1 Pirang Ecoforest Reserve on 20th. 

RAILS, CRAKES & COOTS - Rallidae 

Black Rail  Laterallus jamaicensis  :  2 North Bank Road on 13th, and 2 Jakhaly Rice Fields on 15th. 

CRANES - Gruidae 

Black Crowned Crane  Balearica pavonina  :  3 Kiang West on 13th. 

STONE-CURLEWS / THICK-KNEES - Burhinidae 

Senegal Thick-knee  Burhinus senegalensis  :  7 Kotu Bridge on 7th, 7+ Marakissa Lodge on 9th, 7 Cape  
Creek Road on 10th, 3 Toubacouta + 5+ Missirah Road on 12th, 70+ Kiang West+ on 13th, 1 Baobalong East  
Track on 15th, 2 South Bank Road on 16th, 2 Tendaba airfield on 18th, and 19 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Spotted Thick-knee/Dikkop  Burhinus capensis  :  4+ South Bank Road on 16th. 
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OYSTERCATCHERS - Haematopidae 

Eurasian Oystercatcher  Haematopus ostralegus  :  4+ Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th. 

STILTS & AVOCETS - Recurvirostridae 

Black-winged Stilt  Himantopus himantopus  :  Plenty Kotu Bridge+ on 7th, 1 Marakissa Lodge on 9th,  
plenty Kaolak Road on 12th, plenty Kiang West+ on 13th, a few South Bank Road on 16th, and 2 Tendaba  
Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Pied Avocet  Recurvirostra avosetta  :  12 North Bank Road on 13th. 

PLOVERS & LAPWINGS - Charadriidae 

Spur-winged Lapwing/Plover  Vanellus spinosus  :  Abundant, widespread and in seen in moderate to large  
number daily, except on 6th, 11th and 20th. 
Black-headed Lapwing  Vanellus tectus  :  C.20 Kaolak Road on 12th, and 2 North Bank Road on 13th. 
African Wattled Lapwing  Vanellus senegallus  :  10+ Kotu Bridge on 7th, 1 Marakissa Savannah on 9th, 4  
Cape Creek on 10th, lots Kiang West on 13th, a few Baobalong West Track on 14th, and 4 Makasutu Forest  
on 19th. 
Grey/Black-bellied Plover  Pluvialis squatarola  :  1 Kotu Bridge on 7th, and 1 Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th. 
Common Ringed Plover  Charadrius hiaticula  :  Plenty Kaolak Road on 12th. 
Little Ringed Plover  Charadrius dubius  :  Several Kaolak Road on 12th. 

EGYPTIAN PLOVER - PLUVIANIDAE 

Egyptian Plover  Pluvianus aegyptius  :  6 Kiang West on 13th. 

PAINTED-SNIPES - Rostratulidae 

Greater Painted Snipe  Rostratula benghalensis  :  1 male Marakissa Lodge Bridge on 9th. 

JACANAS - Jacanidae 

African Jacana  Actophilornis africanus  :  4 Abuko Reserve on 8th, 3 Marakissa Lodge on 9th, 2 Bansang  
Quarry+ on 14th, abundant Jakhaly Rice Fields on 15th, and 1+ Baobalong area on 16th. 

SANDPIPERS, SNIPES & allies - Scolopacidae 

Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica  :  1 Cape Creek Road on 10th, and 1 Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th. 
[Eurasian] Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus  :  Abundant Kotu Bridge on 7th, plenty heard Lamin Rice fields  
on 8th, 3+ Cape Creek Road on 10th, a few Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th, plenty various sites on 12th, 2  
North Bank Road on 13th, abundant Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th, and 2 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Eurasian Curlew  Numenius arquata  :  H Kotu Bridge on 7th, h Lamin Rice fields on 8th, h Cape Creek Road  
on 10th, and h Missirah Road+ on 12th. 
Spotted Redshank  Tringa erythropus  :  1 Kaolak Road on 12th. 
Common Redshank  Tringa totanus  :  2 Kotu Bridge on 7th, 1 Cape Creek Road on 10th, plenty various sites  
on 12th, 1 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th, and 2 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Marsh Sandpiper  Tringa stagnatilis  :  1 Kaolak Road on 12th, and 1 South Bank Road on 16th. 
Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia  :  7 Kotu Bridge on 7th, 1 Cape Creek Road on 10th, 2 Keur Saloum  
Cruise on 11th, several Kaolak Road on 12th, 1 North Bank Road on 13th, 1 South Bank Road on 16th, 1  
Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th, plenty heard Tendaba airfield on 18th, and 1 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Green Sandpiper  Tringa ochropus  :  1 Kotu Pools on 7th, 1 Kaolak Road on 12th, and 3 South Bank Road on  
16th. 
Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola  :  1 Kotu Pools on 7th, 1 Kaolak Road on 12th, 1 Kiang West on 13th, and  
5 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos  :  6+ Kotu Pools on 7th, singles Marakissa Savannah + Marakissa  
Lodge on 9th, 1 Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th, a few Kaolak Road on 12th, 2 Kiang West on 13th, plenty  
Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th, and 1 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Ruff  Philomachus pugnax  :  4 Kaolak Road on 12th. 

COURSERS & PRATINCOLES - Glareolidae 

Collared Pratincole  Glareola pratincola  :  40 Kiang West on 13th, and abundant Tendaba Mangrove Cruise  
on 17th 
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GULLS, TERNS & SKIMMERS - Laridae 

Slender-billed Gull  Chroicocephalus genei  :  200+ Kaolak Road on 12th. 
Black-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus ridibundus  :  1 Cape Creek Road on 10th. 
Grey-hooded/-headed Gull  Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus  :  3 over lunch on 7th, plentiful Cape Creek  
Road on 10th, lots Barra Ferry on 11th, and a few Kiang West+ on 13th. 
Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus  :  Several Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th. 
Gull-billed Tern  Gelochelidon nilotica  :  1 Barra Ferry + 20 Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th, and several Kaolak  
Road on 12th. 
Caspian Tern  Hydroprogne caspia  :  Lots Cape Creek Road on 10th, plenty Barra Ferry on 11th, 1 Tendaba  
Airfield on 18th. 
Royal Tern  Thalasseus maximus  :  Lots Barra Ferry on 11th. 
Sandwich Tern  Thalasseus sandvicensis  :  Several Keur Saloum Cruise and also Barra Ferry on 11th. 

SKUAS - Stercorariidae 

Pomarine Skua  Stercorarius pomarinus  :  1 Barra Ferry on 11th. 
Arctic Skua / Parasitic Jaeger  Stercorarius parasiticus  :  10+ Barra Ferry on 11th. 

SANDGROUSE - Pteroclididae 

Four-banded Sandgrouse  Pterocles quadricinctus  :  15 Baobalong East Track on 15th, and 3+ Kiang West  
on 18th  

PIGEONS & DOVES - Columbidae 

Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon  Columba livia  :  Common, widespread and seen daily except on 11th and 16th. 
Speckled Pigeon  Columba guinea  :  Common, widespread and seen daily in sometimes large number. 
[African] Mourning Collared Dove  Streptopelia decipiens  :  Common, especially upriver, widespread and  
noted on 7th, 9th and daily from 12th. 
Red-eyed Dove  Streptopelia semitorquata  :  Simply overlooked on some days, but noted on 14th, and  
again on 19th. 
Vinaceous Dove  Streptopelia vinacea  :  Also overlooked amongst the abundant doves, but recorded on  
10th, and again on 17th. 
Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis  :  Abundant and seen in large number daily from 7th. 
Black-billed Wood Dove  Turtur abyssinicus  :  After singles Abuko Reserve and Lamin Rice fields on 8th,  
and 2 Brufut Forest on 10th, plus a few on 12th, and plenty on 13th, 14th, 17th and 18th. 
Blue-spotted Wood Dove  Turtur afer  :  6 Bijilo Forest on 7th, plenty various sites on 8th, and Marakissa  
Savannah on 9th, a few various sites on 11th, and several Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Namaqua Dove  Oena capensis  :  A male en route on 11th, 2 males North Bank Road on 13th, 1 male  
Tendaba Camp on 17th, and 1 Kiang West on 18th. 
Bruce's Green Pigeon  Treron waalia  :  20+ Kaolak Road & 5+ Missirah Road on 12th, 2 Baobalong East  
Track on 14th, 2 Marabou Stork colony on 15th, and 6 Kiang West on 18th. 
African Green Pigeon  Treron calvus  :  8+ Marakissa Savannah on 9th. 

PARROTS & allies - Psittacidae 

Rose-ringed/Ring-necked Parakeet  Psittacula krameri  :  Relatively common and widespread, with 2 Kotu  
Pools on 7th, and then daily in small to moderate number from 10th to 19th. 
Senegal Parrot  Poicephalus senegalus  :  Also quite common and widespread, and seen daily from 7th to  
19th, except on 9th. 

TURACOS - Musophagidae 

Guinea Turaco  Tauraco persa  :  Two Abuko Reserve were an excellent find on 8th. 
Violet Turaco  Musophaga violacea  :  Three+ Abuko Reserve on 8th, and 1 Marakissa Lodge on 9th. 
Western Plantain-eater  Crinifer piscator  :  Abundant, widespread and noted daily from 7th. 

CUCKOOS - Cuculidae 

Senegal Coucal  Centropus senegalensis  :  Ones and twos noted daily from 7th until 18th, except on 16th;  
max. 6+ on 12th. 
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Levaillant's Cuckoo  Clamator levaillantii  :  1 Brufut Forest on 10th, 2 North Bank Road on 13th, 1  
Baobalong Camp on 15th, and 1 en route on 18th. 
Diederik Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx caprius  :  Singles Marakissa Savannah on 9th, and Baobalong Camp on 15th. 
Klaas's Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx klaas  :  Singles Marakissa Savannah on 9th, and en route on 11th. 
African Cuckoo  Cuculus gularis  :  2 Wasu Quarry en route on 13th, and 1 en route on 14th. 

OWLS - Strigidae 

Verreaux's Eagle-Owl  Bubo lacteus  :  1 Brufut Forest on 10th. 
Pearl-spotted Owlet  Glaucidium perlatum  :  1 + h Kotu Golf on 7th, h Marakissa Savannah on 9th, 1+ h  
Baobalong West Track on 14th, and heard Baobalong East Track on 15th. 

NIGHTJARS - Caprimulgidae 

Long-tailed Nightjar  Caprimulgus climacurus  :  1 Brufut Forest on 10th was great! 

SWIFTS - Apodidae 

Mottled Spinetail  Telacanthura ussheri  :  5 on 11th, 2 North Bank Road on 13th, 2 Bansang Quarry on  
14th, 1 Kiang West on 17th, and 2 en route on 18th. 
African Palm Swift  Cypsiurus parvus  :  Common, widespread and seen in variable number on 10 days. 
Pallid Swift  Apus pallidus  :  2 Barra Ferry on 11th, and several Tendaba Camp on 17th. 
Little Swift  Apus affinis  :  Common, widespread and noted daily from 7th, except on 12th. 

ROLLERS - Coraciidae 

Purple/Rufous-crowned Roller  Coracias naevius  :  1 North Bank Road on 13th, 1 en route on 15th, 2 South  
Bank Road on 16th, several en route on 18th, and 1 en route on 20th. 
Abyssinian Roller  Coracias abyssinicus  :  1 en route on 6th, 12+ various sites on 12th, 50+ North Bank  
Road on 13th, plenty en route on 14th, 21 various sites on 15th, dozens South Bank Road on 16th, and  
again various sites on 17th, and on 18th, and a few Makasutu Forest+ on 19th. 
Blue-bellied Roller  Coracias cyanogaster  :  2 Kotu Golf on 7th, 3 Abuko Reserve + 3 Lamin Rice fields on  
8th, 2+ en route on 9th, 4+ Brufut Forest on 10th, 1 North Bank Road on 13th, 2 en route on 18th, and  
several en route on 19th. 
Broad-billed Roller  Eurystomus glaucurus  :  Noted at the Senegambia Hotel on 6th, and again, plus other  
sites on 7th, lots various sites on 8th, 1 Senegambia Hotel on 9th, 1 Cape Creek on 10th, 10 North Bank  
Road on 13th, several en route on 18th, a few various sites on 19th, and 1 en route on 20th. 

KINGFISHERS - Alcedinidae 

Grey-headed Kingfisher  Halcyon leucocephala  :  1 quarry en route on 13th, and 2 Prisoner's Rice Fields on  
14th. 
Striped Kingfisher  Halcyon chelicuti  :  2 Kiang West on 17th. 
Blue-breasted Kingfisher  Halcyon malimbica  :  1 Bijilo Forest on 7th, 1 Abuko Reserve on 8th, 1 Brufut  
Forest on 10th, and 4-5 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 
Woodland Kingfisher  Halcyon senegalensis  :  2 Kotu Pools on 7th, and 1 Kaolak Road on 12th. 
African Pygmy Kingfisher  Ispidina picta  :  1 MLB on 9th, 2 Brufut Forest on 10th, and 1 Missirah Road on  
12th. 
Malachite Kingfisher  Alcedo cristata  :  Singles Kotu Bridge and Bijilo Forest on 7th, Abuko Reserve on 8th,  
Marakissa Lodge on 9th, Prisoner's Rice Fields on 14th, and Jakhaly Rice Fields on 15th. 
Giant Kingfisher  Megaceryle maxima  :  1 Abuko Reserve on 8th, and 1-2 Marakissa Lodge on 9th. 
Pied Kingfisher  Ceryle rudis  :  Plenty Kotu Bridge+ on 7th, lots various sites and then daily in variable  
number except on 15th and 20th. 

BEE-EATERS - Meropidae 

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater  Merops hirundineus  :  4+ Bijilo Forest on 7th, 1 Brufut Forest on 10th, and 1  
North Bank Road on 13th. 
Little Bee-eater  Merops pusillus  :  10+ Kotu Golf and Bijilo Forest on 7th, plenty Lamin Mangroves on 8th,  
plenty BF+ on 10th, 2 Toubacouta on 12th, and a few North Bank Road on 13th. 
Red-throated Bee-eater  Merops bulocki  :  Abundant quarry en route on 13th, 100s Bansang Quarry on  
14th, and 6 Baobalong East Track on 15th. 
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White-throated Bee-eater  Merops albicollis  :  C. 20 Baobalong West Track on 14th, lots at several on 17th,  
and c.10 Makasutu Forest and 20 Senegambia Hotel on 19th. 
Green Bee-eater  Merops orientalis  :  4+ quarry en route on 13th, and heard Occipitalis vulture feeding  
station on 15th. 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater  Merops persicus  :  8+ Cape Creek on 10th, h Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th, 4  
Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th, and h Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
European Bee-eater  Merops apiaster  :  3 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise and 10+ Kiang West on 17th. 
Northern Carmine Bee-eater  Merops nubicus  :  3 quarry en route on 13th. 

WOODHOOPOES - Phoeniculidae 

Green/Red-billed Woodhoopoe  Phoeniculus purpureus  :  Lots Kotu Golf on 7th, 1 Toubacouta on 13th,  
and 2 Raptor Bridge on 18th. 
Black Scimitarbill  Rhinopomastus aterrimus  :  2 Kiang West on 17th. 

HORNBILLS - Bucerotidae 

African Pied Hornbill  Tockus fasciatus  :  1 Marakissa Savannah on 9th, 1 Brufut Forest on 10th, 2  
Makasutu Forest on 19th, and 1 Pirang Ecoforest Reserve on 20th. 
African Grey Hornbill  Tockus nasutus  :  Common, widespread and seen daily from 7th. 
Red-billed Hornbill  Tockus erythrorhynchus  :  Abundant, widespread and seen daily from 7th. 

GROUND HORNBILLS - Bucorvidae 

Abyssinian Ground Hornbill  Bucorvus abyssinicus  :  A fantastic pair Kiang West on 18th. 

TOUCANS & BARBETS  - Ramphastidae 

Yellow-fronted Tinkerbird  Pogoniulus chrysoconus  :  Single males Kotu Golf on 7th, Brufut Forest on 10th,  
and heard singing North Bank Road on 13th, Bansang Quarry on 14th, South Bank Road on 16th, also on  
17th, and on 18th, and also Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Vieillot's Barbet  Lybius vieilloti  :  1 Keur Saloum Cruise on 11th, a pair Bansang Quarry on 14th, and 1  
Tendaba Camp on 17th. 
Bearded Barbet  Lybius dubius  :  Singles Baobalong Camp on 14th, and again on 15th, a pair Tendaba Camp  
on 16th, 2 Tendaba Camp on 17th, and 3 Kiang West on 18th. 

HONEYGUIDES - Indicatoridae 

Lesser Honeyguide  Indicator minor  :  1 Marakissa Savannah on 9th. 
Greater Honeyguide  Indicator indicator  :  2 Brufut Forest on 10th, and 1 Kiang West on 18th. 

WOODPECKERS - Picidae 

Fine-spotted Woodpecker  Campethera punctuligera  :  1 Kotu Pools on 7th, and 1 Brufut Forest on 10th. 
African Grey Woodpecker  Dendropicos goertae  :  1 Bijilo Forest on 7th, a male Abuko Reserve on 8th, 1  
Brufut Forest on 10th, 2+ females Missirah Road on 12th, and 1 Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 

WATTLE-EYES & BATISES - Platysteiridae 

Brown-throated Wattle-eye  Platysteira cyanea  :  3+ Abuko Reserve on 8th. 

HELMETSHRIKES, BUSHSHRIKES - Malaconotidae 

Grey-headed Bushshrike  Malaconotus blanchoti  :  2 Marakissa Savannah on 9th. 
Orange-breasted Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus  :  H Brufut Forest on 10th. 
Black-crowned Tchagra  Tchagra senegalus  :  1 Brufut Forest on 10th, and h Kiang West on 18th. 
Northern Puffback  Dryoscopus gambensis  :  1 male Kotu Golf on 7th. 
Yellow-crowned Gonolek  Laniarius barbarus  :  2 Bijilo Forest on 7th, h Baobalong West Track on 14th, 1  
Jakhaly Rice Fields on 15th, h en route on 18th, 2 Senegambia Hotel on 19th, and h Pirang Ecoforest  
Reserve on 20th. 
Brubru  Nilaus afer  :  1 male Tendaba Camp on 16th, and h there on 17th. 

CUCKOOSHRIKES - Campephagidae 

Red-shouldered Cuckooshrike  Campephaga phoenicea  :  2 Kiang West on 17th. 
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SHRIKES - Laniidae 

Yellow-billed Shrike  Corvinella corvina  :  1 Kotu Golf on 7th, 2 Lamin Rice fields on 8th, 3-4 Senegambia  
Hotel on 10th, 2 Kaolak Road on 12th, 5 North Bank Road on 13th, 4+ South Bank Road on 16th, plenty on  
17th, and again on 18th, and 2 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 

OLD WORLD ORIOLES - Oriolidae 

African Golden Oriole  Oriolus auratus  :  1 male Missirah Road on 12th, and 1 male Raptor Bridge on 18th. 

DRONGOS - Dicruridae 

Fork-tailed Drongo  Dicrurus adsimilis  :  2 Kotu Golf on 7th, 1 Missirah Road on 12th, singles Bansang  
Quarry and Baobalong West Track on 14th, 1 South Bank Road on 16th, and a few various sites on 17th,  
and again on 18th. 

MONARCH-FLYCATCHERS - Monarchidae 

Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher  Terpsiphone rufiventer  :  1 Abuko Reserve on 8th, 1 Marakissa Savannah  
on 9th, a male Brufut Forest on 10th, and 2 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 

CROWS, JAYS & MAGPIES - Corvidae 

Piapiac  Ptilostomus afer  :  Plenty Kotu Golf on 7th, lots various sites on 8th, a few several on 10th, plenty  
Kaolak Road on 12th, abundant en route on 19th, and 3 airport on 20th. 
Pied Crow  Corvus albus  :  Abundant, widespread and noted daily. 

TITS & CHICKADEES - Paridae 

White-winged Black Tit  Melaniparus leucomelas  :  1 Kiang West on 17th. 

SWALLOWS & MARTINS - Hirundinidae 

Fanti Saw-wing  Psalidoprocne obscura  :  1 Bijilo Forest on 7th, plenty Abuko Reserve on 8th, plenty  
Marakissa Savannah on 9th, and 4 BS on 10th. 
Sand Martin / Bank Swallow  Riparia riparia  :  Just 1+ Bansang Quarry on 14th. 
Red-chested Swallow  Hirundo lucida  :  2 Kotu Golf on 7th, and 8+ Barra Ferry on 11th. 
Wire-tailed Swallow  Hirundo smithii  :  Plenty various sites on 7th, plenty Marakissa Savannah+ on 9th,  
plenty Cape Creek on 10th, 2 Missirah Road on 12th, and 1 Raptor Bridge on 18th. 
Pied-winged Swallow  Hirundo leucosoma  :  3 Kotu Golf on 7th, and 3+ Lamin Mangroves on 8th. 
[Common] House Martin  Delichon urbicum  :  C. 20 Bansang Quarry on 14th. 
Red (Rufous)-breasted Swallow  Cecropis semirufa  :  Several noted on 12th, and 2 Bansang Quarry on  
14th. 
Mosque Swallow  Cecropis senegalensis  :  1 North Bank Road on 12th. 
Red-rumped Swallow  Cecropis daurica  :  Plenty North Bank Road on 12th, plenty Jakhaly Rice Fields+ on  
15th, abundant various sites on 16th, and noted again on 17th. 

LARKS - Alaudidae 

Crested Lark  Galerida cristata  :  1 Kaolak Road on 12th. 
Chestnut-backed Sparrow-Lark / Finch-lark  Eremopterix leucotis  :  A pair North Bank Road on 12th. 

CISTICOLAS & allies - Cisticolidae 

Singing Cisticola  Cisticola cantans  :  1 Brufut Forest on 10th, 2 Berendi area on 11th, and h South Bank  
Road on 16th. 
Whistling Cisticola  Cisticola lateralis  :  H Kotu Golf on 7th. 
Winding Cisticola  Cisticola marginatus  :  1 en route on 18th. 
Zitting Cisticola  Cisticola juncidis  :  H Cape Creek Road on 10th, and 1 en route on 19th. 
Tawny-flanked Prinia  Prinia subflava  :  1 + h Kotu Golf on 7th, 3+ Marakissa Savannah on 9th, 2 Brufut  
Forest on 10th, 2 Berendi area on 11th, plenty heard Kaolak Road on 12th, h South Bank Road on 16th, h  
TC+ on 17th, h en route on 18th, and again on 19th. 
Red-winged Warbler  Heliolais erythropterus  :  2+ Brufut Forest on 10th. 
Yellow-breasted Apalis  Apalis flavida  :  2+ Abuko Reserve on 8th, and h Marakissa Savannah on 9th. 
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Oriole Warbler  Hypergerus atriceps  :  2 Bijilo Forest on 7th, h Abuko Reserve on 8th, a pair Prisoner's Rice  
Fields on 14th, h Baobalong East Track on 15th, and h Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Grey-backed Camaroptera  Camaroptera brevicaudata  :  Given its tiny size and canopy-dwelling habits,  
always difficult to see, and only h, at Bijilo Forest on 7th, Abuko Reserve on 8th, Brufut Forest on 10th, and  
Baobalong East Track on 15th. 

BULBULS - Pycnonotidae 

Common Bulbul  Pycnonotus barbatus  :  Abundant, widespread and seen daily from 7th. 
Little Greenbul  Andropadus virens  :  3 Abuko Reserve on 8th, h Marakissa Savannah on 9th, and h again  
Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Yellow-throated Leaflove  Chlorocichla flavicollis  :  3+ Marakissa Savannah on 9th, and 1 Prisoner's Rice  
Fields on 14th. 
Grey-headed Bristlebill  Bleda canicapillus  :  6+ Makasutu Forest on 19th. 

FAMILY UNCERTAIN - Incertae sedis 

African Blue Flycatcher  Elminia longicauda  :  1 seen + 2 h Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th. 

OLD WORLD WARBLERS - Sylviidae 

[Eurasian] Reed Warbler  Acrocephalus scirpaceus  :  H Cape Creek on 10th. 
Western Olivaceous Warbler  Hippolais opaca  :  Normally abundant, only h Baobalong East Track on 14th. 
Melodious Warbler  Hippolais polyglotta  :  1 Berendi area on 11th, h Missirah Road on 12th, and h OVS on  
15th. 
Green Hylia  Hylia prasina  :  H Pirang Ecoforest Reserve on 20th. 
Willow Warbler  Phylloscopus trochilus  :  1 Kaolak Road on 12th, h Occipitalis vulture feeding station on  
15th, 1 noted on 17th, and 1 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Senegal Eremomela  Eremomela pusilla  :  2 quarry en route on 13th. 
Northern Crombec  Sylvietta brachyura  :  2 Marakissa Savannah on 9th, and 2 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Green Crombec  Sylvietta virens  :  Two Pirang Ecoforest Reserve were a great find on 20th. 
Subalpine Warbler  Sylvia cantillans  :  1 Kiang West on 13th. 

BABBLERS & PARROTBILLS - Timaliidae 

Blackcap Babbler  Turdoides reinwardtii  :  Abundant Bijilo Forest on 7th, 3+ Abuko Reserve on 8th, 1+  
Brufut Forest on 10th, h Missirah Road on 12th, and 4 Senegambia Hotel on 19th. 
Brown Babbler  Turdoides plebejus  :  Several Bijilo Forest on 7th, plenty Senegambia+ on 8th, abundant  
Senegambia Hotel on 10th, plenty various sites on 14th, h Baobalong Camp on 16th, plenty Tendaba Camp  
on 17th, and again on 18th, and 5 Senegambia Hotel on 19th. 

WHITE-EYES - Zosteropidae 

African Yellow White-eye  Zosterops senegalensis  :  Plenty Kiang West on 17th, and 5+ there on 18th. 

STARLINGS - Sturnidae 

Greater Blue-eared [Glossy] Starling  Lamprotornis chalybaeus  :  Generally very common and widespread,  
especially upriver, and noted on 10 days. 
Bronze-tailed [Glossy] Starling  Lamprotornis chalcurus  :  1 Baobalong Camp on 16th, and a few Kiang  
West on 18th. 
Purple [Glossy] Starling  Lamprotornis purpureus  :  1 Baobalong Camp on 15th, 5+ South Bank Road on  
16th, and abundant Kiang West on 18th. 
Long-tailed [Glossy] Starling  Lamprotornis caudatus  :  The commonest and most widespread glossy  
starling, being noted daily in moderate to large number from 8th - 19th. 
Chestnut-bellied Starling  Lamprotornis pulcher  :  1 BC on 11th. 
Yellow-billed Oxpecker  Buphagus africanus  :  2 Kaolak Road and 3 Missirah Road on 12th, 4 Prisoner's  
Rice Fields on 14th, c. 10 various sites on 15th, and 5 Kiang West on 18th. 

THRUSHES - Turdidae 

African Thrush  Turdus pelios  :  3+ Bijilo Forest on 7th, 1 Abuko Reserve on 8th, 1 Marakissa Savannah on  
9th, and a few Senegambia+ on 10th. 
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OLD WORLD CHATS & FLYCATCHERS - Muscicapidae 

Common Nightingale  Luscinia megarhynchos  :  H Missirah Road on 12th. 
Snowy-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha niveicapilla  :  3+ Bijilo Forest on 7th, 2 Abuko Reserve on 8th, and 1  
Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
White-crowned Robin-Chat  Cossypha albicapilla  :  3 Senegambia Hotel on 6th, 2 Senegambia Hotel + 2  
Bijilo Forest on 7th, 4 Senegambia Hotel on 8th, 2 Marakissa Lodge + 4 Senegambia Hotel on 9th, 2+  
Senegambia Hotel on 10th, 2 LNR on 11th, 2 Toubacouta on 12th, h Baobalong West Track on 14th, 6+  
Senegambia Hotel on 19th, and 2 Pirang Ecoforest Reserve + 3+ Senegambia Hotel on 20th. 
Common Redstart  Phoenicurus phoenicurus  :  1 male Toubacouta on 12th, and h Baobalong West Track on  
14th. 
[Northern] Anteater Chat  Myrmecocichla aethiops  :  5+ Berendi area on 11th, 3 Kaolak Road on 12th, and  
2 North Bank Road on 13th. 
Northern Black Flycatcher  Melaenornis edolioides  :  3 Senegambia Hotel + 1 Bijilo Forest on 7th, 1 Brufut  
Forest on 10th, and noted en route on 15th. 
Swamp Flycatcher  Muscicapa aquatica  :  3 Prisoner's Rice Fields on 14th. 

SUNBIRDS - Nectariniidae 

Mangrove Sunbird  Anthreptes gabonicus  :  Several Tendaba Mangrove Cruise on 17th, and h Makasutu  
Forest on 19th. 
Pygmy Sunbird  Hedydipna platura  :  Just 1 male Kaolak Road on 12th. 
Scarlet-chested Sunbird  Chalcomitra senegalensis  :  Only h Marakissa Savannah on 9th. 
Beautiful Sunbird  Cinnyris pulchellus  :  Abundant, widespread and noted on 12 days from 7th. 
Splendid Sunbird  Cinnyris coccinigastrus  :  2 males MRF on 8th, lots various sites on 9th, plenty Brufut  
Forest on 10th, and Berendi area on 11th, plus 1 male Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Variable Sunbird  Cinnyris venustus  :  1 male Lamin Mangroves on 8th, 1 Marakissa Savannah on 9th, 1  
male Brufut Forest on 10th, and 1 Kiang West on 18th. 

OLD WORLD SPARROWS & allies - Passeridae 

Chestnut-crowned Sparrow-Weaver  Plocepasser superciliosus  :  3 Kiang West on 18th. 
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus  :  Several Barra Ferry on 11th. 
Northern Grey-headed Sparrow  Passer griseus  :  2 Kotu Pools on 7th, 2+ Marakissa Lodge on 9th, a few  
Kaolak Road on 12th, plenty North Bank Road on 13th, and also in the Prisoner's Rice Fields on 14th. 
Bush Petronia  Gymnoris dentata  :  1 female North Bank Road on 13th, and several various sites on 16th. 

WEAVERS & WIDOWBIRDS - Ploceidae 

White-billed Buffalo Weaver  Bubalornis albirostris  :  Abundant and widespread near the coasts, their  
huge nests a real roadside feature; noted daily from 6th - 13th and again 18th - 20th. 
Little Weaver  Ploceus luteolus  :  2 males Berendi area on 11th, and 1 male Kaolak Road on 12th. 
Black-necked Weaver  Ploceus nigricollis  :  1 male Bijilo Forest on 7th, several Abuko Reserve on 8th, and  
plenty Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Vitelline Masked Weaver  Ploceus vitellinus  :  1 male Lamin Mangroves on 8th, 1 Brufut Forest on 10th, 1  
Berendi area on 11th, 1 North Bank Road on 13th, several Tendaba Camp on 16th, and lots on 17th, and  
again on 18th. 
Village/Spotted-backed Weaver  Ploceus cucullatus  :  Abundant, widespread and seen in often huge  
number daily from 7th - 18th. 
Black-headed Weaver  Ploceus melanocephalus  :  3 males North Bank Road on 13th, and a few Prisoner's  
Rice Fields on 14th. 
Red-billed Quelea  Quelea quelea  :  Several North Bank Road on 13th, and plenty Bansang Quarry on 14th. 
Yellow-crowned/Golden Bishop  Euplectes afer  :  1 male Lamin Mangroves on 8th, and 1 male + 2 females  
Cape Creek on 10th. 
Black-winged Red Bishop  Euplectes hordeaceus  :  6+ Lamin Mangroves on 8th, 5+ Marakissa Savannah on  
9th, 2 males en route on 18th, and 1 Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Northern Red Bishop  Euplectes franciscanus  :  Much commoner, with many still breeding and in stunning  
plumage, and noted in generally small number daily from 8th - 19th, except on 9th. 
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WAXBILLS, MUNIAS & allies - Estrildidae 

Western Bluebill  Spermophaga haematina  :  1 Abuko Reserve on 8th. 
Red-billed Firefinch  Lagonosticta senegala  :  Quite common and widespread and noted on 11 days. 
Red-cheeked Cordonbleu  Uraeginthus bengalus  :  8+ Marakissa Savannah on 9th, plenty Brufut Forest on  
10th, 2 Toubacouta on 12th, plenty North Bank Road on 13th, 2 Kiang West on 18th and plenty Makasutu  
Forest on 19th. 
Lavender Waxbill  Estrilda caerulescens  :  4+ Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Orange-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda melpoda  :  A pair Abuko Forest on 8th and 2 Marakissa Savannah on 9th. 
Black-rumped Waxbill  Estrilda troglodytes  :  Several North Bank Road on 13th, plenty Baobalong West  
track on 14th and several Tendaba Camp on 16th. 
African Silverbill  Lonchura cantans  :  2 Kaolak Road on 12th and 2 North Bank Road on 13th. 
Bronze Mannikin  Lonchura cucullata  :  Moderate numbers daily from 7th - 10th and then 12+ Tendaba  
Camp on 16th. 

INDIGOBIRDS & WHYDAHS - Viduidae 

Village Indigobird  Vidua chalybeata  :  4+ Lamin village on 8th, plenty Bansang Quarry on 14th, 2 various  
sites on 15th and 1 Kiang West on 17th. 
Pin-tailed Whydah  Vidua macroura  :  One male quarry en route on 13th and 10 Baobalong East track on  
15th. 
Sahel Paradise Whydah  Vidua orientalis  :  6 North Bank Road on 13th. 

WAGTAILS & PIPITS - Motacillidae 

Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla flava  :  2 Kaolak Road on 12th. 
White Wagtail  Motacilla alba  :  3+ Barra Ferry on 11th and 1 en route on 15th. 

FINCHES & allies - Fringillidae 

Yellow-fronted Canary  Crithagra mozambica  :  1 male North Bank Road on 13th, several Tendaba Camp  
on 17th and a few Kiang West on 18th. 

BUNTINGS, NEW WORLD SPARROWS & allies - Emberizidae 

Cinnamon-breasted Bunting  Emberiza tahapisi  :  1 North Bank Road on 13th. 
Brown-rumped Bunting  Emberiza affinis  :  Heard singing Tendaba Camp, then 1 seen Kiang West on 17th. 
 
 
MAMMALS - MAMMALIA 

SQUIRRELS - Sciuridae 

Striped Ground Squirrel  Xerus erythropus  :  1 Marakissa Lodge on 9th and 1 Berendi area on 11th. 
Gambian Sun Squirrel  Heliosciurus gambianus  :  1 Kotu Golf on 7th, 4+ Abuko Reserve on 8th, 1 Marakissa  
Savannah on 9th, 2 Tendaba Camp on 16th, singles Kiang West on 17th and 18th and a male Pirang  
Ecoforest Reserve on 20th. 

OLD WORLD FRUIT-BATS - Pteropodidae 

Gambian Epauletted Fruit Bat  Epomorphorus gambianus  :  Common at the Senegambia Hotel 6th - 8th  
and again Keur Saloum Delta area 11th - 13th. 
Yellow-winged Bat  Lavia frons  :  3 Baobalong East on 15th. 

OLD WORLD MONKEYS - Cercopithecidae 

Western Red Colobus  Piliocolobus badius  :  Plenty Bijilo Forest on 7th, 3 Abuko Forest on 8th, 3  
Senegambia Hotel on 19th and 2 there on 20th. 
Guinea Baboon  Papio papio  :  50+ South Bank Road on 15th, and abundant Makasutu Forest on 19th. 
Green/Callithrix Monkey  Chlorocebus [aethiops] sabaeus  :  Common, widespread and seen on 10 days. 
Patas Monkey  Erythrocebus patas  :  3 Kaolak Road on 12th and 4-5 North Bank Road on 13th. 
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REPTILES - REPTILIA 

West African Mud Turtle  Pelusios castaneus  :  1 Marakissa Lodge on 9th. 

Agamas - Agamidae 

Yellow-headed Agama  Agama agama  :  Widespread in generally small number and seen on 11 days. 

Geckos - Gekkonidae 

Brook's House Gecko  Hemidactylus brookii  :  1 Toubacouta on 11th. 
Banded Gecko  Hemidactylus fasciatus  :  1 Senegambia Hotel on 11th and one Keur Saloum delta on 12th. 
Daytime / Ugandan Dwarf Gecko  Lygodactylus gutturalis  :  1-2 at the Senegambia Hotel on 7th, 8th and  
18th, plus 1 Lamin Lodge on 8th and 2 Tendaba Camp on 17th. 

Skinks - Scincidae 

Orange-flanked Skink  Trachycephalus (=Mabuya) perotetii  :  Singles en route on 11th and Kiang West on  
17th. 

Monitor Lizards - Varanidae 

Nile Monitor  Varanus niloticus  :  Singles Kotu Golf and Bijilo Forest on 7th, 2 Abuko Reserve on 8th, 3+  
Marakissa lodge on 9th, 1 Missirah Road on 12th, 1 Baobalong West track on 14th and 1 Senegambia Hotel  
on 18th and 19th. 

Crocodiles - Crocodylidae 

West African Crocodile  Crocodylus suchus  :  Singles Abuko Reserve on 8th, Marakissa Lodge on 9th, 4  
Cape Creek on 10th and 1 Tendaba Mangrove cruise on 17th. 
 
 
AMPHIBIANS - AMPHIBIA 

African Toad  Ameitophrynus (=Bufo) regularis  :  1 Senegambia hotel on 7th, 1 Baobalong Camp on 12th, 5  
there on 13th and lots on 14th and 15th, plus 1 Tendaba Camp on 16th. 
Striped Spiny Reed Frog  Afrixalus vittiger  :  Noted by John Senegambia Hotel almost daily. 
Galam White-lipped Frog  Anmnirana galamensis  :  1 noted by John Senegambia Hotel on 7th. 
 
 
BUTTERFLIES - LEPIDOPTERA 

Awls, Awlets & Policemen - subf: Coeliadinae 

Striped Policeman  Coeliades forestan  :  1 Brufut Forest on 10th. 

Grizzled & Spreadwing Skippers - subf: Pyrginae 

Clouded Flat  Tagiades flesus 
African Marbled or Mallow Skipper  Gomalia elma 
Grey Elfin  Sarangesa laelius 
Common Grizzled Skipper  Spialia spio 
Dwarf Skipper  Prosopalpus styla 
Zeller’s Skipper / Olive-haired Swift  Borbo borbonica 
Twin Swift  Borbo gemella 
Small Swift  Borbo perobscura 
Hottentot Skipper  Gegenes hottentota 

Chequered & Grass Skippers - subf: Hesperiinae 

Greater Millet Skipper  Pelopidas thrax 
Lesser Millet Skipper  Pelopidas mathias 

SWALLOWTAILS & allies - Papilionidae 

White Lady Swallowtail  Graphium angolanus baronis 
Citrus Swallowtail  Papilio demodocus 
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Chequered Swallowtail / Lime Butterfly  Papilio demoleus 
Narrow-banded Green Swallowtail  Papilio nireus 

Typical Whites - subf: Pierinae 

Common Dotted Border  Mylothris chloris 
Tiny Orange-tip  Colotis evagore antigone 
Scarlet-tip  Colotis danae 
Large Orange Tip  Colitis antevippe 
Creamy Small White  Dixeia orbona 
Caper / Brown-veined White  Belenois aurota 
African Spirit / Wood White sp.  Leptosia alcesta 
Zebra White  Pinacopteryx eriphia 
African Emigrant  Catopsilia florella 
Small / Broad-bordered Grass-yellow  Eurema brigitta 
Common / Large Grass-yellow  Eurema hecabe 

Coppers - subf: Lycaeninae 

Checkered Gem  Zeritis neriene  :  The first for The Gambia at Marakissa Savannah on 9th. 

Blues & Opals - subf: Polyommatinae 

Leaden Ciliate Blue  Anthene amarah 
Common Bush Blue  Cacyreus lingeus 
White-tipped Blue  Eichochrysops hippocrates 
Common Zebra Blue  Leptotes pirithous 
African Grass Blue  Zizeeria knysna 

Monarchs & allies - subf:  Danainae 

Plain Tiger / Lesser Wanderer / African Monarch  Danaus chrysippus 

Pashas & (Tailed) Emperors - subf:  Charaxinae 

Pearl Charaxes  Charaxes varanes 
Bush Charaxes  Charaxes achaemenes 
Sahel / Cream-bordered Charaxes  Charaxes epijasius 

Admirals & Gliders - subf:  Limenitinae 

Guineafowl (Butterfly)  Hamanumida daedalus 
River Sailor  Neptis serena 

Vanessids & smaller Fritillaries - subf:  Nymphalinae 

Painted Lady  Vanessa cardui 
Darker Commodore  Precis antilope 
Mimic / Diadem / Danaid Eggfly  Hypolimnas misippus 
Dark Blue Pansy  Junonia oenone 
Yellow Pansy  Junonia hierta 
Blue Pansy  Junonia orithya 

Browns - subf:  Satyrinae 

Common Evening Brown  Melanitis leda 

Glasswings - subf:  Acraeinae 

Orange Acraea  Acraea serena 
Elegant Acraea  Acraea egina 
Westwood’s Acraea  Acraea pseudegina 
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MOTHS - LEPIDOPTERA 

TIGER MOTHS & Allies - ARCTIIDAE 

Maiden sp  Thyretes sp.  :  One photographed Baobalong Annex may be new for science! 

LEOPARD & GOAT MOTHS - COSSIDAE 

Large goat moth sp  Strigocossus crassus 

HAWK-MOTHS - SPHINGIDAE 

Convolvulus Hawkmoth  Agrius convolvuli 
Oriental Bee Hawkmoth  Cephonodes hylas 
 
 
DAMSELFLIES & DRAGONFLIES - ODONATA 

EMERALD DAMSELFLIES - Lestidae 

Pallid Spreadwing  Lestes pallidus 

BLUE-TAILED & RED DAMSELFLIES - Coenagrionidae 

Sahel Wisp  Agriocnemis cf zerafica 
Common Citril  Ceriagrion glabrum 
Tropical Bluetail  Ischnura senegalensis 
Swarthy Sprite  Pseudagrion hamoni 
Bluetail Sprite  Pseudagrion nubicum 

DRAGONFLIES - ANISOPTERA 

Vagrant Emperor  Anax ephippiger 
Blue Emperor  Anax imperator 
Lesser Emperor  Anax parthenope 
Two-banded Cruiser  Phyllomacromia contumax 

CHASERS, SKIMMERS & DARTERS - Libellulidae 

Stout Pintail  Acisoma inflatum 
Pygmy Basker  Aethriamanta rezia 
Northern Banded Groundling  Brachythemis impartita 
Red Rockdweller  Bradinopyga strachani 
Inspector  Chalcostephia flavifrons 
Rock Scarlet  Crocothemis divisa 
Broad Scarlet  Crocothemis erythraea 
Black Percher  Diplacodes lefebvrii 
African Piedspots  Hemistigma albipunctum 
Many-celled Skimmer  Orthetrum angustiventre 
Banded Skimmer  Orthetrum brachiale 
Epaulet Skimmer  Orthetrum chrysostigma 
Spectacled Skimmer  Orthetrum icteromelas 
Julia Skimmer  Orthetrum julia 
Bold Skimmer  Orthetrum stemmale 
Deceptor Widow  Palpopleura deceptor 
Portia Widow  Palpopleura portia 
Wandering Glider  Pantala flavescens 
Phantom Flutterer  Rhyothemis semihyalina 
Keyhole Glider  Tramea basilaris 
Ferruginous Glider  Tramea limbata 
Violet Dropwing  Trithemis annulata 
Red-veined Dropwing  Trithemis arteriosa 
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Red Basker  Urothemis assignata 
Blue Basker  Urothemis edwardsii 
 
 
OTHER SELECTED TAXA - . 

Ant-lion sp.  Myrmelionidae 
Scarab Beetle sp.  Scarabaeidae 
Praying Mantis  Mantis cf religiosa 
Praying Mantis sp.  Mantidae 
Forest-spider spp.  Nephila senegalensis + another unknown 
West African Fiddler Crab  Uca tangeri 
Atlantic Mudskipper  Periophthalmus barbarus 
 

 


