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Isles of Scilly
10 - 17 May 2008
Leaders:
Phil Read
Will Wagstaff

DAILY DIARY

Saturday 10 May

Sadly the sea fog between Scilly and the mainland played havoc with our flight arrangements with the end
result that by the end of the day only Anne had reached the islands and attended my Saturday night ‘Wildlife
on Scilly’ slideshow.

Sunday 11 May

The fog was not finished with us yet and remained thick enough to stop the rest of the group reaching Scilly.
A walk around Marazion marsh and a trip to the Lizard peninsular were pleasant and the Honey Buzzard and
Choughs were some compensation.

Anne and I walked around Peninnis Head and had lunch overlooking Old town Bay before wandering through
the Lower Moors Nature trail before heading towards Telegraph then back to Hugh Town around the Golf
Course. We saw Woodchat Shrike and Short-toed Lark on Peninnis along with some Golden Plover and a
very noisy Cuckoo. An immature Iceland Gull was on the Golf Course and a Shelduck was on Porth Loo.
Butterflies were flying well this afternoon with Clouded Yellow and Painted Lady seen along with Holly Blue
and many more.

Monday 12 May

Thankfully the fog had thinned so most of the group reached the islands in time to get to the guest house and
then to the quay for the morning boat to Tresco with Andrew completing the group when he reached Tresco at
lunchtime. We spent the morning walking along the Abbey Drive past the Great and then Abbey Pools.
Chiffchaff, Blackcap and Goldcrest were seen and heard singing in the larger trees. A scattering of ducks and
Mute Swans were on the ponds along with a roosting group of gulls. Close to the Abbey Pool we found a
small

clump of the very rare Orange Birdsfoot flowing in a patch of its more numerous relative the Common
Birdsfoot. We had lunch overlooking Pentle Bay where we added Whimbrel and Dunlin to the bird list.
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The afternoon was spent exploring the world famous Abbey Gardens
in glorious sunshine which was to the liking of the many butterflies
making the most of the abundant flowers. These included a Comma,
a rare species on Scilly.

This evening we set sail on the ‘Shearwater Special’ towards the
west of St Agnes. Some superb summer plumaged Great Northern
Divers showed well as did the more expected Guillemots. We found
Puffins close the island of Melledgan where a small group of Purple
Sandpipers were feeding at the waters edge. Having returned to the
north of Annet on a calm evening we found a small flock of Manx
Shearwaters that eventually showed well in the fading light. A small
group of Common Terns were roosting on one of the buoys as we

returned to Hugh Town after a busy day.

Tuesday 13 May

The morning was spent cruising around the islands looking for the sea and shorebirds of Scilly on the
‘Seabird Special’ boat trip.  We found a wide variety of species from Whimbrels to Turnstones to Puffins and
many more including a distant Marsh Harrier and a pair of Peregrines. The later were seen making a food pass
only a few feet above the boat at one point.

We spent the afternoon on Bryher where Swallows and House Martins were playing in the updrafts only to be
moved on by a passing Hobby that showed very well. The three Tree Pipits we found did not show as well but
at least they did sit in trees! At the southern end of the island we found some Spring Squill in bloom before
searching for and finding some examples of the very rare Dwarf Pansy. This delightful flower is very scarce
this year so four plants was a good total.

Two Turtle Doves we found in the flower fields would not stay still for long as we wandered up the east side
of the island but we did find some good examples of Common Broomrape in the hedgerows.

The boat trip back took us past one of the visiting cruise ships anchored in the bay and we could see a distant
Iceland Gull on the golf course as we neared the harbour.

Wednesday 14 May

St Agnes was our destination today where the islands lone Hooded Crow was found only a few yards from the
quay. A Hobby very nearly caught a Blackbird a few yards in front of us which gave us a superb view of this
elegant falcon. A small group of Swallows flying low over the cricket pitch were joined by the rare Red-

rumped Swallow that had been found recently. This bird showed
very well as it zoomed low over the grass. Western Clover and
Chamomile were soon added to the plant list was we walked
around the pool area.

A small group of Whimbrel were noted close to the campsite and
the male Cuckoo was still singing, later to be seen with another
bird. The birds of the afternoon were the four Cattle Egrets that
were perching in the flower field hedges which we saw from
Wingletang Down. Not far from here we found some more
Orange Birdsfoot growing at our feet whist later in the day a
Peregrine Falcon was circling over the island.
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Thursday 15 May

Having caught the bus to the top of St Mary’s we started our day by exploring the Bronze Age burial
chambers and ancient village at Bant’s Carn. A Whitethroat was singing as we wandered along the coast but
the most fluid song of the day belonged to the male Golden Oriole that we heard at Argimore Pools. We could
not find this elusive species but did see Garden Warbler, Sedge Warbler and Chiffchaff.

Three Little Egrets were on Porth Hellick Pool as we arrived, having walked down through the largest Elms
on Scilly in Holy Vale. We then followed the coast path past the Iron Age Hill fort at Giants Castle where a
kestrel was found roosting and then to Old Town where we found the rare red form of Small-flowered
Catchfly and finally back to Hugh Town via the Lower Moors tail were a Greenshank was feeding in front of
the hide.

Friday 16 May

Soon after landing on St Martins we found a small flock of Sanderling at the waters edge, some which were
staring to show the rich colours of their summer plumage. A male Cuckoo was singing from the high points of
the island above which a group of House Martins were hawking along with the occasional Swift.

Having explored the cultivated side of the island we crossed to the more open, wilder, north side of the island
making our way out onto the Chapel Down. Visiting some of the archaeological sites on the way. We stopped
for a while looking out to sea in case there were some fins to see but had to make do with a scattering of
Fulmars and Kittiwakes on the water below. On the way back to Higher Town a Spotted Flycatcher made a
brief appearance on the flowering Gorse.
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BIRD LIST

Great Northern Diver  Gavia immer One was seen near Tresco on 12th and seven
were seen on the evening boat trip that day.

Northern Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis  Seen offshore or from boat trips on four dates.
Manx Shearwater Puffinus puffinus Eleven were seen from the evening Shearwater

special on 12th.
Northern Gannet Morus bassanus  Seen offshore daily in small numbers
Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Small numbers were noted offshore daily.
Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis  Commonly seen offshore from all islands and

boat trips.
Little Egret Egretta garzet Two were on St Agnes on 14th, three and a

further single were on St Mary’s on 15th.
Cattle Egret Ardeola bubulcu Four were seen on St Agnes on 14th.
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea Singles were on St Agnes on 14th and St Mary’s

on 15th.
Mute Swan Cygnus olor  Several were on Tresco on 12th.
Canada Goose Branta Canadensis  Four were on Tresco on 12th.
Common Shelduck Tadorna tadorna  Small numbers were noted daily on all islands.
Gadwall Anas strepera  Up to six were noted daily on all islands.
Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Common in pairs or small groups on all islands.
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus Two were on St Mary’s on 11th with singles on

St Mary’s on 15th and 16th.
Hobby Falco subbuteo Singles were seen on Bryher on 13th and over St

Agnes on 14th.
Peregrine Falcon Falco peregrinus An immature was on St Mary’s on 11th; a pair

were on Round Island on 13th and an immature
was over St Agnes on 14th.

Western Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus A male was seen over Tean from Seabird boat
trip on 13th.

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus Common on Tresco but also seen or heard on
Bryher and St Mary’s

Golden Pheasant Chrysolophus pictus A male of the introduced population was on
Tresco on 12th.

Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa Several of the recently introduced birds were
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seen on Tresco and Bryher.
Moorhen Gallinula chloropus Seen in small numbers on ponds on all islands

except Bryher and St Agnes.
Coot Fulica atra Common on Tresco on 12th and a few were on St

Mary’s on 15th.
Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus Seen daily on all islands, breeding birds as well

as flocks of non breeders.
Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula Up to two seen on all islands on four dates,

except Tresco.
Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria Four northern birds were on St Mary’s on 11th.
Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus One was on Tresco, five from the seabird rip on

13th and six were on St Agnes on 14th.
Curlew Numenius arquata Thirteen were seen from the Seabird trip on 13th

and four were on St Agnes on 14th.
Greenshank Tringa nebularia One was on Lower Moors, St Mary’s on 15th and

16th.
Sanderling Calidris alba Thirty four were on St Martin’s on 16th.
Purple Sandpiper Calidris maritime Three were on the Western Rocks seen from

evening boat trip on 12th.
Dunlin Calidris alpine One was on Tresco on 12th.
Turnstone Arenaria interpres One was seen on the Seabird trip on 13th, four

were on St Agnes on 14th and one was on St
Martin’s on 16th.

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus Seen in small numbers daily.
Herring Gull Larus argentatus Common, seen daily from all islands.
Iceland Gull Larus glaucoides One of the three birds present around Hugh

Town were seen on 11th, 13th and 16th with two
seen on 14th.

Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus graellsii Common, seen daily from all islands.
Black-headed Gull Larus ridibundus One was on St Agnes on 14th and two were on St

Mary’s on 16th.
Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla Twelve were seen on the Seabird trip on 13th and

a few were seen from St Martins on 16th.
Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis Three were off Tresco on 12th, one off Bryher on

13th and two from St Mary’s on 16th.
Common Tern Sterna hirundo Up to twenty per day were noted around all

islands.
Common Guillemot Uria aalge Ones and twos were noted most days apart from

when breeding rocks visited on 13th.
Razorbill Alca torda Small numbers noted daily between the islands.
Puffin Fratercula arctica Three were seen on evening trip on 12th and one

from seabird trip on 13th.
Stock Dove Columba oenas One was seen in Holy Vale on 15th.
Feral Pigeon Columba liverish Common, seen daily.
Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus Small numbers seen daily on all islands.
Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur Two were on Bryher on 13th.
Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto Common, seen daily in small numbers on all

islands.

Cuckoo Cuculus canorus A maximum of four was seen or heard with birds
noted on five dates.

Swift Apus apus Singles were on Tresco on 12th, Bryher on 13th

with three on St Martin’s on 16th.
Short-toed Lark Calandrella brachydactyla One showed well on Peninnis Head, St Mary’s

on 11th and 13th.
Sand Martin Riparia riparia One was on St Mary’s on 15th.
Swallow Hirundo rustica Seen daily on all islands, some evidence of
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passage as numbers fluctuated during the day.
Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica This great rarity showed well over the cricket

pitch on St Agnes on 14th.
House Martin Delichon urbica Small flocks noted on all islands.
Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis Pairs were noted on St Mary’s on 11th and 13th

with singles noted on 14th and 15th.
Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis Three were on Bryher on 13th and one on St

Mary’s on 15th.
Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus Present around rocky shores on all islands.
White Wagtail Motacilla alba alba Two were on St Mary’s on 15th.
Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba yarrellii Singles were on St Mary’s and Tresco on 12th.
Wren Troglodytes troglodytes Commonly seen and especially heard on all

islands throughout the week.
Dunnock Prunella modularis Present on all islands in small numbers.
Robin Erithacus rubecula Seen or heard in small numbers but absent from

Bryher and St Agnes.
Stonechat Saxicola torquatus Pairs noted daily in suitable habitat.
Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe Up to four noted on the outer heaths or beaches

on four dates.
Blackbird Turdus merula Common, seen daily.
Song Thrush Turdus philomelos Very common and very tame, seen daily.
Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus Heard and seen on four dates in suitable habitat.
Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus Seen and heard on five dates in reedbeds around

the islands pools.
Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla Males were singing in wooded habitat on three

dates and a female was noted on 15th.
Garden Warbler Sylvia borin One was seen at Argimore Pools on 15th.
Common Whitethroat Sylvia communis A male was heard singing on St Mary’s on 15th.
Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus Heard singing on 14th and 15th.
Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita Seen and heard daily.
Goldcrest Regulus regulus Two were on Tresco on 12th and one was heard

in Holy Vale, St Mary’s on 15th.
Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata One was on St Martin’s on 16th.
Great Tit Parus major Small numbers noted on all islands except

Bryher.
Blue Tit Parus caeruleus Less common than previous species, also absent

from Bryher.
Golden Oriole Oriolus oriolus A male was heard singing at Argimore Pools, St

Mary’s on 15th.
Woodchat Shrike Lanius senator An immature male or female was on Peninnis

Head, St Mary’s on 11th.
Carrion Crow Corvus corone Seen daily in low numbers on all islands.
Hooded Crow Corvus cornix The resident bird was on St Agnes on 14th.
Starling Sturnus vulgaris Common on all islands.
House Sparrow Passer domesticus Common on all islands.
Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Noted on all islands except where absent on

Bryher.

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris Seen on all islands except St Agnes but never
common.

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Seen in small numbers on all islands.
Linnet Carduelis cannabina Common, seen daily on all islands.

ANIMALS

Atlantic Grey Seal Haliochoerus grypus
Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus
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AMPHIBIANS

Common Frog Rana temporaria

BUTTERFLIES

Large White Pieris brassicae
Small White Artogeia rapae
Green-veined White Artogeia napi
Clouded Yellow Colias croceus
Small Tortoiseshell Aglais urticae
Comma Polygonia c-album
Red Admiral Vanessa atlanta
Peacock Inachis io
Painted Lady Cynthia cardui
Speckled Wood Pararge aegeria insula
Holly Blue Celastrina argiolus
Common Blue Polyommatus icarus
Small Copper Lycaena phlaeas

DAMSELFLIES AND OTHER INSECTS

Common Blue-tail Ischnura elegans
Oil Beetle Meloe proscarabaeus
Green Tiger Beetle Cicindela campestris

SELECTED PLANT LIST

Royal Fern Osmunda regalis
Bracken Pteridium aquilinum
Maidenhair Fern Adiantum capillus veneris
Lady Fern Athyrium filix-femina
Male Fern Dryopteris filix-mas
Water Fern Azolla filliculoides
Monterey Pine Pinus radiata
Lodge Pole Pine P. contorta
Monterey Cypress Cupressus macrocarpa
Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens
Bulbous Buttercup R. bulbosus
Lesser Spearwort R. flammula subsp. flammula
Seaside Water Crowfoot R. baudoti
Lesser Celandine R. ficaria
Smooth Long-headed Poppy Papava. dubium
Ramping Fumitory Fumaria capreolata
Tall Ramping Fumitory F. bastardii
Few-flowered Fumitory F. muralis ssp. boraei
Common Elm Ulmus procera
Fig Ficus carica
Pellitory of the Wall Parietaria judaica
Mind-your-own-business Soleirolla soleirolii
Common Nettle U. dioica
Common Oak Quercus robur
Hottentot Fig Carprobrutus edulis
Sally-Me-Handsome C. acinaciformis
Sea Beet Beta maritime ssp.maritima
Common Orache Atriplex patula
Halbert-leaved Orache A. prostrate

Spring Beauty Montia perfoliata
English Catchfly Silene gallica
English Catchfly Silene gallica var quinquevulnera
Sea Campion Silene maritima
Red Campion Silene dioica
Common Mouse Ear Cerastium fontanum
Sticky Mouse Ear C. glomeratum
Sea Mouse Ear C. diffusum
Common Chickweed Stellaria media
Greater Chickweed S. neglecta
Sea Sandwort Honkenya peploides
Rock Sea Spurrey Spergularia rupicola
Corn Spurrey S. arvensis
Japanese Knotweed Fallopia japonica
New Zealand Wire Bush Muehlenbeckia complexa
Sheep’s Sorrel Rumex acetosella
Common Sorrel R. acetosa
Curled Dock  Rumex crispus
Broad-leaved Dock R. obtusifolius
Thrift Armeria maritima
Common Mallow Malva sylvestris
Tree Mallow Lavatera arborea
Smaller Tree Mallow Lavatera cretica
Pale Wood Violet Viola reichenbachiana
Heath Dog Violet V. canina
Dwarf Pansy V. kitaibeliana
Tamarisk Tamarix gallica
Grey Sallow Salix cinerea
Wild Radish Raphanus raphanistrum
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Sea Radish R. maritimus
Sea Kale Crambe maritima
Common Scurvy Grass Cochlearia officinalis
Danish (Early) Scurvy Grass C. danica
Lady’s Smock (Cuckoo Flower) Cardamine pratensis
Hedge Mustard Sisymbrium officinale
Rhododendron Rhododendron ponticum
Ling Calluna vulgaris
Bell Heather Erica cinerea
Primrose Primula vulgaris
Scarlet Pimpernel  Anagallis arvensis
Karo Pittosporum crassifolium
Escallonia  Escallonia micrantha
English Stonecrop Sedum anglicum
Wall Pennywort  Umbellicus rupestris
Cliff Pasty Aeonium sp.
Blackberry Rubrus fruticosus
Silverweed Potentilla anserina
Tormentil P. erecta
Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna
Tree Lupin Lupinus arboreus
Common Gorse Ulex europaeus
Broom Sarothamnus scoparius
Spotted Medick Medicago  arabica
Bird’s Foot Fenugreek Trifolium ornithopodoides
Red Clover T. pretense
Hare’s Foot Clover T. arvense
Subterranean Clover T. subterraneum
White Clover T. repens
Western Clover T. occidentale
Hop Trefoil T. campestre
Common Birdsfoot Trefoil Lotus corniculatus
Hairy Birdsfoot Clover L. subbiflorus
Common Birdsfoot Ornithopus perpusillus
Orange Birdsfoot  O. pinnatus
Hairy Tare Vicia hirsute
Common Vetch V. sativa
White Peppermint Gum Eucalyptus pulchella
Euonymus (Evergreen Spindle) Euonymus japonicus
Holly Ilex aquifolium
Portland Spurge Euphorbia portlandica
Sea Spurge E. paralias
Heath Milkwort Polygala serpyllifolia
Common Milkwort P. vulgaris
Sycamore  Acer psuedo-platanus
Fleshy Yellow (Wall) Oxalis Oxalis megalorrhiza
Pink Oxalis O. articulata
Bermuda Buttercup O. pes-caprae
Cut-leaved Cranesbill Geranium dissectum
Dove’s Foot Cranesbill  G. molle
Giant Herb Robert G. Madarense
Common Storksbill Erodium cicutarium
Ivy  Hedera helix
Marsh Pennywort Hydrocotyle vulgaris
Sea Holly  Eryngium maritimum
Cow Parsley Anthriscus sylvestris

Alexanders Smyrnium olusatrum
Fools Watercress Apium inundantum
Pignut Conopodium majus
Rock Samphire Crithmum maritimum
Hemlock Water Dropwort  Oenanthe crocata
Fennel Foeniculum vulgare
Wild Angelica  Angelica sylvestris
Hogweed  Heracleum sphondyllium
Wild Carrot  Daucus carota
Greater Periwinkle Vinca major
Bittersweet (Woody Nightshade) Solanum dulcamera
Sea Bindweed Calystegia soldanella
 (Small) Bugloss Anchusa arvensis
Changing Scorpion Grass Mysotis discolor
Tree Echium E. pininana.
Water Mint Mentha aquatica
Horse Mint M. longifolia
Ground Ivy Glechoma hederacea
Woodsage  Teucrium scorodonia
Great Plantain Plantago major
Ribwort Plantain P. lanceolata
Buck’s Horn Plantain P. coronopus
Wild Privet Ligustrum vulgare
Ivy-leaved Toadflax Cymbalaria muralis
Balm-leaved Figwort Scrophularia scorodonia
Foxglove Digitalis purpurea
Germander Speedwell Veronica chamaedrys
Common Speedwell Veronica persica
Hedge Veronica Hebe x franciscana
Lousewort Pedicularis sylvatica
Eyebright Euphrasia sp.
Common Broomrape Orobranche minor var. maritima
Bear’sbreech Acanthus mollis
Sheep’s Bit Jasione montana
Field Madder Sherardia arvensis
Cleavers  Galium aparine
Tree Bedstraw Coprosma repens
Elder Sambucus nigra
Honeysuckle  Lonicera pericylmenum
Red Valerian  Centranthus ruber
Groundsel  Senecio vulgaris
Hedge Ragwort Brachyglottis repanda
German Ivy  Delairea odorata
Winter Heliotrope Petasites fragrans
Treasureflower Gazania rigens
Mexican Fleabane Erigeron karvinskianus
Daisy  Bellis perennis
New Zealand Daisy Bush  Olearia traversii
Sweet Chamomile Chamaemelum nobile
Scentless Mayweed  Tripleurospermum maritimum
Yarrow Achillea millefolium
Corn Marigold Chrysanthemum segetum
Lesser Burdock Arctium minus
Lesser Hawkbit  Leonotodon. saxatilis
Corn Sowthistle  Sonchus arvensis
Common Dandelion Taraxacum officinale
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Lesser Water Plantain Baldellia rannunculoides
Bog Pondweed Potamogeton polygonifolius
Wild (Italian) Arum Arum italicum ssp neglectum
Arum Lily Zantedeschia aethiopica
Salt Marsh Rush  Juncus gerardii
Toad Rush J. bufonius
Greater Tussock Sedge Carex paniculata
Sand Sedge C. arenaria
Reed Phragmites communis
Marram  Ammophila arenaria
Rhodostachys (Pineapple Plant) Fascicularia
pitcairnifolia
Vernal Squill Scilla verna
Bluebell  Endymion non-scriptus
Spanish Bluebell E. hispanicus
Babbington’s Leek  Allium babbingtonii
Rosy Garlic A. roseum
Three-cornered Leek A. triquetrum
Blue Lily Agapanthus praecox
Stinking Iris (Gladdon) Iris foetidissima
Yellow Flag I. pseudacorus
Montbretia  Croccosmia x crocosmiflora
Whistling Jacks  Gladiolus byzantinus
Chilean Iris Libertia formosa
Tubular Corn Lily  Ixia paniculata
Harlequin Flower Sparaxis grandiflora
New Zealand Flax Phormium tenax

Will Wagstaff, Isles of Scilly
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