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New Zealand
16th November – 6th December 2008

Leaders
Alice Hanger  (to Invercargill)

Mark Hanger  (to Kaikoura)

Wynston Cooper  (from Kaikoura)

John Muddeman  (The Travelling Naturalist & Limosa)

Introduction
  Why New Zealand? The long links with the UK and the transformation of the country in large part
to a ÔEuropeanÕ landscape (but very definitely with its own specific character) make it an easy
destination. Friendly hard-working people, good food and excellent tourist facilities, from the
simplest to the highest class mean itÕs very simple for a visitor to come and get straight on with
things in a familiar environment.

  But since New Zealand broke away from Gondwanaland some 80 million years ago, meaning it was
mammal-free, a host of unique creatures evolved on the islands, with the birds of course being the
largest and possibly most extraordinary of these. While many have tragically been lost, including the
mighty moas and HaastÕs Eagle, many still remain, and despite modern manÕs attempts to eliminate
them through the transformation of the landscapes and introduction of numerous species, and
particularly land mammals, fortunately the majority remain for the enjoyment of future generations.
Kiwi, kokako, kea and kaka, weka, stitchbird, NZ bellbird, tui, rifleman, whitehead, yellowhead and a
long list of others are all unique endemic breeding birds. But many of these only just cling on with
frighteningly small populations, sometimes now only on small predator-free islands to where they
have been translocated for survival. The battle for survival continues for many still, with many
speciesÕ populations numbering under 200, and only aggressive conservation action is keeping them
alive. The action necessary, including the use of 1080 poison, so hated by the hunting fraternity in
particular, may have negative short-term effects, but crucial mid- to long-terms ones. LetÕs hope
that the powers that be continue to consider this biodiversity above collective interests and that
more groups and individuals, and above all the future generations of New Zealanders, can like us,
enjoy such a terrific range of the unique animals found on these marvellous islands.

  A quick note. The names used in the report are somewhat flexible. Three basic alternatives for
names may be used in New Zealand, though no one system is truly correct, in a way! Maori names are
unique and frequently used, but very alien for those from the other side of the planet, so we tend
towards what we know. So a world list name is most likely to be used, but this doesnÕt always reflect
NZ general usage, which is obviously based on local birds, e.g. mollymawks, lesser knot, spur-winged
plover, pigeon, kingfisher and robin, etc. So IÕve used what I consider to be the best middle ground Ð
those names most readily identifiable and comfortable for the group as a whole. Ah, and as no ÒsÓ-es
are used for plurals in Maori, all Maori-based names remain in the singular e.g. one kiwi/500 kiwi.
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Daily diary

Sunday 16th / Monday 17th November          transfer from Heathrow towards
Auckland.
  Those of us going out on the official tour dates checked-in well in advance and actually left on time
and got into Hong Kong early. The 3 hours here were spent passing a security check (though
properly packed duty free goods were thankfully allowed through!), so we could at least have a few
walks around looking at the same sort of shops as you see at any international airport anywhere in
the world. But infinitely better than a holding room though, especially since there were a few large
butterflies flopping around outside, looking starkly out of place by the aircraft and runways. We then
boarded again and left c. 45 minutes late for our next 10-hour haul...

Tuesday 18th November              arrival Auckland, transfer to hotel then
Muriwai.
Broken cloud Auckland + some showers on arrival; largely sunny Muriwai and windy, force 6-ish,
14¼C.

  Mark met us at the airport after weÕd eventually negotiated the customs and bio-something-or-
other check, which consisted of taking CliffÕs boots off to be pressure-cleaned and taking Hugh and
KateÕs baggage out to check everything. Stephen came through late too, but had bluffed his way
through, since Sue had brought the case key out with her 15 minutes before!

  We boarded the bus and were quite soon at our hotel, despite the power regulator on the engine
keeping us at low speed for much of the way Ð to MarkÕs disdain and to our pleasure, since we could
contemplate more of the extraordinarily varied flora in the vast city of Auckland! In fact it was
extraordinary to see such temperate plant species as birches growing here in this subtropical latitude
alongside monkey puzzles and a wealth of frost-sensitive species! The cooling effect of the
surrounding ocean is the cause, with temperatures almost never ranging beyond limits of 12 Ð 25¼C,
allowing year-round growing conditions.

  Everyone else was in the hotel foyer when we arrived a little before 1 p.m., and after decanting into
our rooms and even grabbing a quick shower, we took a snack lunch before leaving at 2 for a short
drive to the W coast. The rolling, verdant green landscape, with lush gardens giving way to
increasingly large grass pastures gave us an insight into what N island is like, at least in part, though
plenty of inter-tidal areas and fringing mangrove provided considerable contrast. A few birds en route
included Australasian Harrier, Purple Swamphen (or Pukeko in Maori) and Little Pied Cormorant
amongst much more numerous exotic fare.

  The wind was blowing hard just at the coast, but even from the bus we could see we were in for a
treat. A healthy and increasing Australasian Gannet colony on the little promontories at Muriwai was
very active, most being on eggs, with presumably younger non-breeding birds also scattered across the
steep slopes around, including some just feet away from the railings. Dozens were constantly coming
and going overhead too, and trying to land and planing past just feet or a few yards away, providing a
stunning spectacle. A good colony of White-fronted Tern nests here too, though it was clear that
with so much nest-building by the gannets, which rip up the grass from the slopes, so leaving it as
bare mud, they had had to move down the cliffs a little to those ever fewer and smaller grassy areas!
A few breeding pairs of the quite ornate Red-billed Gulls were present too, though the only other
seabirds were a few ever-vigilant Kelp Gulls cruising high over, no doubt keeping a watchful eye open
for unprotected nests, and a Pied Cormorant which flew past low over the breakers a little way out.

  With the cameras snapping away constantly, time flew by and all too soon we were on our way
back, with our first Kingfisher on telephone wires, several Australasian Harriers again in flight over
the short-grass pastures, and a stop for a few Purple Swamphens in a roadside field also allowed views
back to a White-faced Heron standing on someoneÕs lawn!

  Back at five Ðjust leaving Mark with time for the option of trying to get the full power of the bus
unleashed for the rest of the trip-, those whoÕd arrived on the morningÕs flight were just holding out
still, but would we make it to, and through dinner.....?! We did!
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Wednesday 19th November         Tiri Tiri Matangi Island and ferry
journeys.
Cloudy with occasional sunny spells pm, moderate breeze, 15-21¼C.

  After a 7a.m. breakfast we met at 8 for the short walk down to the local jetty to catch the ferry to
Tiri Tiri Matangi island. Anne had gone on ahead by mistake, but we met her there and since theyÕd
changed the exact spot to catch the ferry she was able to put us right ! . A few Red-billed Gulls
livened up the wharf area, and a few White-fronted Terns flew over, with a couple of Pied Shags also
being noted. We finally left a little after nine, Auckland city centre now behind us looking impressive
as a backdrop to the water. A few birds were noted en route to the next stop, including Kelp and Red-
billed Gulls and a few Australasian Gannets, though CliffÕs sharp eyes picked out a group of rather
distant Orcas! A terrific find though sadly they were just too far for the rest of the group.

  A stop en route saw us picking up a horde of school kids, but the gentle cruise to the mooring site
flushed a Pacific Reef Heron, and its small dark form was watched flying away from us along the
shore until it finally disappeared around a little headland. A couple of close Bottle-nosed Dolphins as
we disembarked on Tiri Tiri Matangi island were all too brief too, but perhaps a good omen of things
to come?!

  The cloud and stiff cool breeze meant that birds were hard to see on the slopes close to the landing
stage, so we walked along the coastal path, including a short section or two of beach, and then cut
inland. The breeze was far less here and with the sun trying to peep through, the temperature rose
notably, being ideal in the woodland. The trail turned into fantastic board walks and we started to
enjoy the local birds. Tui and NZ Bellbirds were abundant, but mostly very flighty, but the first of
several Whiteheads and Stitchbirds were greatly appreciated, the first of the Stitchbirds being a pair
locked in a fierce battle on the ground, a male hammering the other (perhaps a young male?)
occasionally as they flapped noisily through the leaf-litter!

  Walking and searching revealed more of the same, but also a few more of the remarkable number of
endemic species on the island, including the rather dully coloured, but very confiding New Zealand
Robins, including a recently fledged chick, the impressive NZ Pigeon, and finally, towards the end of
the walk near the lighthouse, a series of key species in quick succession. A pair of Red-fronted
Parakeets attracted our attention when they dropped down to feed in the grass, but a chunky bird
lumbering over them alerted Mark, and when it called, so we walked straight past the parakeets to try
and see a Kokako. It sat in the top of a small tree calling to its nearby mate, its head poking above
the leaves, revealing the peculiar blue wattles under its beak. It soon moved on though, leaving one or
two of the party without views... We turned to return, only to see the parakeets again briefly, then a
series of Tui and NZ Bellbirds in adjacent flowering flax, and then finally, a calling bird halted us and
we had good views of the North Island subspecies of Saddleback. Indeed, this was the first of several
before we left the island.

  Time was really pressing, but as we walked towards lunch and the lighthouse, so calling Kokako
attracted MarkÕs attention again, so we diverted down a track in their search, only to reveal more
Saddlebacks. Walking back up, the school kids were noisily walking down, and shortly after them so
was Greg. This is quite possibly the most famous islander, and so we looked-on in amazement as the
Takahe walked purposefully straight down the path and through middle of the group Ðwhich parted as
he went-, only pausing towards the end for a few photos before moving on again! An extraordinary
sight!

  We finally made it for lunch in the little museum behind the gift shop (!), but time had flown, so we
were off fairly soon afterwards, in the quest for our last possible birds Ð Brown Teal and Spotless
Crake. As we set off, a pair of diminutive Brown Quail were on the track in full view near the top,
then near the bottom we sat down for a little vigil. The pond was very overgrown around the edges,
so while watching the antics of the dabbling and up-ending Brown Teal, we sat in the hopes of a crake
appearing... Once again, CliffÕs sharp eyes picked one out, and then two more, but sadly, all were so
brief that no-one else could see them with binoculars. As more day-trippers came down and either
stood and/or chatted behind us, it was clearly too much for them and sadly they never reappeared.
Hey-ho!

  It was choppier on the return, and apart from some distant unidentified (but almost certainly
Arctic) skuas vigorously chasing some unfortunate victim way off in the distance, and a few odd birds,
mostly Pied Shag and Variable Oystercatchers, nothing else new was seen.
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Thursday 20th November Transfer to Taupo via Miranda and Rotorua Lake area
Largely sunny and fairly warm, but a cool breeze, especially at Miranda (c. 15¼C); chilly clear
evening.

  The range of contrasts in New Zealand was exemplified by the changes in landscapes we saw today.
After finally leaving AucklandÕs urban sprawl behind, 45 km from the city centre, we suddenly
entered the Bombay Hills, and then dropped down to Miranda, on the First of Thames for our first
stop.

  Roadside birding from the bus revealed our first proper Wattled Lapwings and Pied Stilts, but after a
brief pause at the seabird centre (ostensibly for a comfort stop), we parked nearby and then walked
out the few hundred metres to a hide overlooking a wader roost site. Despite a few White-faced
Herons, 100+ stilts and a female Australasian Shoveler en route, we didnÕt dawdle too long since a
large flock of small pale waders was flying around, and looked too interesting to ignore! Indeed, we
werenÕt wrong, and we quickly realised that these were the local flock of Wrybills, and some 140+
were present, and among them a handful of Sharp-tailed Sandpipers and a couple of winter plumaged
Red-necked Stints! We concentrated on these for some time as they moved back and forth and as the
tide came in, so the remaining waders, including large flocks of Pied Oystercatchers, eastern Bar-
tailed Godwit and Red Knot were all pushed gradually closer to us. Other birds on the shell-rich bank
in front included a small flock of Black-billed Gulls and a Caspian Tern, with an adult and immature
Royal Spoonbill flying in and then resting there as we watched. Six more of the latter eventually flew
in too, before settling to roost on the ridge.

  All of these species, plus a flock of over 70 White-fronted Terns were also present when we
returned after lunch, and many had come closer allowing fine views, though our quest for New
Zealand Dotterel was in vain, despite having also tried for them at two other beach spots before (a
superb) picnic lunch, but where we did see a few Little Pied and Pied Shags and a New Zealand Pipit
on the shore.

  We finally dragged ourselves away and started the long drive S. A short stop to walk into the
sheepdog (Eh?!) at Ôcorrugated ironÕs-villeÕ (=Tirau) left us with little time at Rotorua. But this was
exceptional! Firstly, the steam rising from various vents ringed with dense vegetation in the local
park was a peculiar sight, but the large number of birds on the lake itself was a great surprise in
comparison to the general dearth of birds elsewhere on good-looking pools and lakes. Flocks of New
Zealand Scaup, Red-billed Gulls and Black Swans adorned the water, while the trees on a small island
just yards offshore were festooned with breeding Little Pied Shags, with numerous Little Black Shags
and massed breeding Red-billed Gulls on the ground. This was a photographerÕs delight! Indeed, time
was running on fast, and the New Zealand Dabchick weÕd seen as a silhouette as we arrived, had
gone... Or so it seemed, until fortunately it reappeared in front of another island, giving great views,
and as we pulled away, two more were out in the open water in full sun. Terrific!

  Our final stop was at a Ôboiling mudÕ site, almost on the roadside. This was spectacular, with globules
and spatterings of sticky ÔmudÕ being erratically thrown up into the air as the gases from underneath
finally, and noisily, burst forth at the surface. Fun to watch, but not too good to dwell for long on
what else was happening underground!

  We reached the hotel at Taupo at 7:30 p.m., with just 15 minutes spare before we needed to be in
the restaurant up the road. But this was excellent, and after a filling meal we walked back in chilly
conditions to a well-earned sleep, despite a couple of very bright heavenly bodies up in a largely clear
sky.

Friday 21st November     transfer to Tongariro N.P. via Pureora Forest and
Taupo Lake.
A largely cloudless day; cool light-moderate breeze throughout;5¼C at dawn up to c.20¼C p.m.

  We left just before 6 a.m. in very chilly conditions and headed for the Pureora Forest for sunrise. A
little after, in fact. It was light even as we left, and some mist and fog slowed our progress, but we
arrived to chilly, but beautiful and still conditions. The access track was clearly good for some of the
abundant Californian Quail, but these were largely ignored and we soon tucked into a superb picnic
breakfast to the sounds of the forest which loomed off to one side. A Kokako was giving its slightly
eerie calls from high in some podocarp trees, but refused to show, except briefly, and as a silhouette.
This was accompanied at various moments by the various squeaking, trillings and whistlings of
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Whiteheads, Tomtits, Yellow-crowned Parakeets, New Zealand Robins, Silvereyes and Grey Warblers,
and on a few occasions by the more raucous calls of Kaka, which flew over on a couple of occasions.

  A short walk revealed a number of birds, including New Zealand Pigeons in flight, a fine male
Tomtit and one of a pair of duetting Fernbirds, which turned out to be the only ones we saw. Stephen,
whoÕd walked a little further ahead also had point blank views at a perched Australasian Harrier. The
sun was also pulling out a few insects, including a number of the boldly patterned New Zealand Magpie
Moths, one of which was deftly caught by Kate, but then escaped when I tried to help show others...

  We reboarded the bus and after a short drive stopped first for a quick comfort stop, where a
Whitehead showed perfectly, then again not long after where the canopy was rather open. Two Kaka
flew past overhead before we disembarked, then continued calling noisily from somewhere deep in the
canopy. However, our hope of seeing New Zealand Falcon was also soon realised, when a calling bird
circled over the canopy, albeit rather briefly and distantly, before disappearing off. A tiny NZ Blue
butterfly resting on the ground was also noted before heading off again and starting what felt like a
seemingly endless and rather tortuous route through the forest on tracks! However, more harriers, a
few New Zealand Pipits and a lovely pair of California Quail en route were well seen, and we finally
reached our destination.

  A lovely trail goes deep into the forest and loops round over a small hill. This took about 90
minutes, especially since we stopped so often to admire the amazing abundance of ferns and trees,
with innumerable tree ferns (of at least 4 species) and trunk-coating filmy ferns perhaps of most
note, plus several towering podocarps, their parasitic vines and other trees, which all admired and
talked about. Mark was a mine of information and while a simple walk here would have been a delight
in itself, it was superb given his live commentaries. Despite calling Shining Bronze Cuckoos being
heard, they never showed, unlike a couple of pairs of marvellous NZ Fantails, the first of which were
difficult to watch, but then a pair dropped down low over the back-markers and gave a stunning
display.

  Lunch was another excellent picnic under a roasting sun, with plenty of birds, but particularly the
ever-active Tuis and a few Tomtits and Silvereyes of most note. A tiny female New Zealand Blue
Damselfly also attracted attention, though only a few were fortunate to see a New Zealand Red
Admiral.

  We finally decided to move on, noting increasing numbers of the attractive Paradise Shelduck in the
fields, and stopped for a party of these in roadside fields. Though wary of us they only flew when a
small lorry came noisily past. The irony being that the lorry windscreen was emblazoned with the
word ÒSheldrakeÓ! We now put some kilometres behind us, though made a short stop on the edge of
Lake Taupo, which was very rewarding. A New Zealand Dabchick was a good first find, but at least 14
others were also present, plus >100 Black Swans, a few Little Pied and a single Little Black Shag, two
White-faced Herons and a couple of distant probable Grey Duck. The rounded white stones along the
edge were also of interest, since they were floating along the shoreline! True pumice stone, and it was
amusing to see how a rock can bob up and down on the surface when thrown out into deeper water! A
few larger dragonflies were also cruising around in the very warm sun.

  The last section was only punctuated by a short stop to take pictures of the three volcanic peaks of
Tongariro, Ngauruhoe and Ruapehu, but with only minimal cloud and varying amounts of snow, plus
crystal clear skies, they formed a superb spectacle. We also failed to find TimÕs sunglasses which heÕd
dropped here last year.

  Alice had again arrived in advance and organised the keys, so we were quickly in our rooms , with a
little over an hour free before the call-over to cover the past two days. Dinner was not as lengthy a
procedure as weÕd been warned, though with two legs of lamb per serving of lamb shank, those whoÕd
taken this option were simply overwhelmed!

  We turned in quite early after a long day and in preparation for another slightly-earlier-than-normal
start...

Saturday 22nd November Manganuioteau River, via Wellington, ferry across Cook Strait to
Picton.
Chilly start at Skotel, then 16¡C by river up to max. 22¼C; light-moderate breeze on land, windy on
ferry.
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  A bit of cloud over the volcanoes didnÕt bode too well, combined with a chilly 10¼C start, but we
soon dropped down the side of the volcanic plateau and after almost an hour started to search
sections of the Manganuioteau River below us for Blue Duck. The brilliant sunshine and stiff breeze
meant it was difficult viewing, but the temperature was excellent and we were in and out of the bus
various times in our search. A calling Shining Bronze Cuckoo somehow evaded being seen, despite
yelling its head off. Searching hard I finally saw a Blue Duck, way off along the river, but by the time
the scope was up and all were off the bus, it had gone...

  A few more checks and finally, there in the river was a duck. The scope was called for again, and a
fine female Mallard identified. Hm. The scope was packed up, but then as this duck flew off, so two
other ducks mysteriously appeared in the middle of the river. The scope came out again, and there,
feeding in the middle were two superb adult Blue Ducks. These gave us good, albeit slightly distant
views, but better still, while those with a gap through the bushes were watching these upstream, so a
few others were checking further downstream, and found not only another pair, but with two
ducklings. And being right beside a bridge, after the short walk (or drive for the less energetic!) we had
superb views of all four as they swam, fed, perched and preened in the river, and in glorious sunshine!

  We watched these at leisure as they finally moved to a larger rock just far enough away to be totally
happy with our presence. In fact, we finally started walking away, this process speeded up by Mark
who with a few others, was watching a singing Shining Bronze Cuckoo. But this left just before we
arrived and we mostly returned to the ducks, only for one of the cuckoos to shoot past in front
across the river and land in a low bush. Flitting around inside it was very hard to see, but fortunately
gave views to most before suddenly speeding off downstream, but only to pitch into the top of a high
tree where it was more visible in the scope, until suddenly rushing off again. A second bird, appearing
just moments later, was less obliging, but again, its brilliant green upperparts glowed in the sun as it
sped past. A couple of fine New Zealand Pigeons rounded off here before we decided it was time to
leave, though a brief photo shot of the extraordinary broken terrain here (rain eroded mudstone) was
made en route back out of the valley.

  A nearby comfort stop revealed a few New Zealand Red Damselflies in a small stream for Cliff and
I, while a Òmax half hourÓ coffee stop turned into a 50-minute saga, though thankfully this was
shortened by a few of the group opting for some extra cappuccinos which arrived instead of the
hoped-for lattes...

  We started the long drive S to Wellington, passing a series of kitsch landmarks (mostly in the form
of giant fruit and veg along the roadside) and characterless towns, but revelling in the incredible
verdant spring landscape nonetheless. A few birds included White-faced Herons, a Great Cormorant in
flight, Purple Swamphens, Paradise Shelduck and Wattled Lapwings as well as a suite of naturalised
species. Lunch was taken at a small roadside picnic area with superb views down a deep river valley,
and with the bright sun, warm air but cooling breeze, was absolutely ideal. And a Grey Warbler
shouting its head off at point blank range and even a couple of fly-by dragonflies, it was a great place
to stop.

  Apart from another comfort stop, the rest of the journey went without incident, the traffic being
fortunately lighter since it was a Saturday, and we met Alice at the ferry terminal in Wellington.
After another wait there, we finally boarded and were able to grab a quick dinner on board, and almost
finished in fact before weÕd really even started moving!

  Our first potential taste of seabirds was in store, so most of us soon reassembled outside as we cruised
out towards the Cook Strait. A vicious wind was blasting the landward side, but the more open water
side was suffering from a permanent drizzle as the wind lashed the bow wave tops into a fine spray,
coating this side of the boat. But we persisted and were quite soon rewarded with an Australasian
Gannet, before a much bigger bird cruised over the waves at distance. Our first mollymawk! But too
far really to be sure of its ID. We persisted all the way into the sound leading to Picton on the other
side of the Strait, being rewarded with a number of mollymawks, including White-capped and SalvinÕs
Albatrosses (forms of the Shy Albatross group), a dark morph Giant Petrel (probably Northern),
several Sooty Shearwaters, a number of larger very dark shearwaters which were probably Flesh-
footed, a couple of areas with numerous and delightful Fairy Prions, and when nearing the far side, a
few Fluttering Shearwaters heading towards the shore shortly before dusk.

  Entering the narrow sound, a few dark shapes on the surface were poorly seen, but suddenly the
backs of a few tiny dolphins broke the surface, one then arcing beautifully out for a few who were
lucky enough to be looking in the right spot at the time. A small group of Dusky Dolphins, the first
of plenty we were to enjoy.
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  Darkness finally enveloped the ship and we returned inside to chat and/or have another snack. We
disembarked on foot, retrieved our cases and when Mark rapidly appeared with the ÔnormalÕ bus, we
loaded up and were off to our different motels (the original hotel having bumped us off after a double
booking!). However, we soon arrived and were quickly in our excellent rooms and grabbing a good
nightÕs sleep before our trip out the following morning.

Sunday 23rd December         Queen Charlotte Sound cruise, then on to
Kaikoura.
An overcast, dead still and mild start; very light drizzle turning dry during cruise; very warm, humid
and windy in salinas area, then almost calm Kaikoura: 15¡C - c. 25¡C.

  After being served breakfast in our rooms, we were on the street and packing luggage into the
vehicles between 8 and 8:15 depending on our motel. Within moments we were in Picton harbour,
and soon boarded our boat for the morningÕs cruise along the entire length of Queen Charlotte Sound.

  It was flat calm, so easy to find birds on the water or anything else breaking the surface. A super
Spotted Shag sat on a beached trunk on the shore, while the first of a few Australasian Gannets sat on
the water, then rose to circle around. We hadnÕt gone very far when the cry of ÒdolphinsÓ went up
and we sped towards a small group which had been seen way off. To no avail, since they promptly
disappeared, only to resurface some way behind as we powered off, but we quickly started seeing small
numbers of brown-and-white Fluttering Shearwaters, both in flight and sat in small rafts. A few other
birds were hiding amongst these, including a few Little Blue Penguins, only really standing out given
their broad shape and very low-to-the-water profile, and the first of two dark morph Arctic Skuas.

  A slightly larger group of about 10 delightful Dusky Dolphins was then sighted, unfortunately
coinciding with the appearance of no less than three BullerÕs Shearwaters, which flew off and sat to
one side, but which then promptly disappeared. The dolphins were superb though, coming to the
boat, riding the bow wave and even giving a little leap off to the side on one occasion. This was the
first of two groups we enjoyed, and their quite bold patterns and playful behaviour made them real
winners!

  Dragging ourselves away we passed more Fluttering Shearwaters and another Arctic Skua, though we
now manoeuvred to take a closer look at a couple of sets of low cliffs, where first Spotted and then
King Shags were roosting, with a fine group of the latter perfectly set off by a snoozing New Zealand
Fur Sea-lion on the rocks underneath and yelling Tui in the scrub!

  We pushed on fast to get out as far as we could, and found that only just at the tip of the peninsula
to our side was there a swell, caused simply by the severe currents here. Our hopes of finding more
birds were achieved in somewhat flatter water beyond this, where a small upwelling of cooler water
brings nutrients and planktonic life to the surface. Fluttering Shearwaters were quite numerous, with a
good sprinkling of the much larger Flesh-footed Shearwaters cruising amongst them. We then noted a
few Fairy Prions had appeared, though suddenly, in some notably ruffled water a short way off, a
mass of feeding prions was noticed. We looped out and back into this area and cruised smack into the
middle of a mass of several thousand Fairy Prions, a truly wonderful sight as they swam on the
surface, ducking their heads under to almost dabble for food! What was even better was that given
very little breeze, we could hear their quiet wickering contact or squabbling calls. Amazing! A small
number of the tiny Common Diving Petrels were also present, though these were very elusive, and by
the time anyone had been able to say ÒThereÕs oneÓ, it had already dived under again! A few were
however seen in flight, as they whirred-off low over the surface.

  With one or two faces going a little white in the light swell, we started back and quickly reached flat
water again, and cruised back to Ship Cove (CookÕs Bay). No sooner were we on the jetty than Cliff
had spotted a Weka working the rocky shoreline, but an adult with two chicks by the public loos was
typically confiding, as were two other adults which wandered out onto the grass to greet us!

  Our return was generally fast, slowing down only briefly for more Dusky Dolphins, small rafts of
shearwaters and a few King Shags, which were now feeding out in the water. Another couple of Little
Blue Penguins were also noted and we concluded the cruise with a small group of Australasian Gannets
almost keeping pace with us off to one side.

  A simple but very tasty lunch was taken in a local restaurant, and after a quick wander round town,
we were off towards Kaikoura. With a 2 _ hour journey ahead though, and plenty of time to spare, we
made a few diversions en route though.
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  The first, to a site for a vagrant Glossy Ibis was unsuccessful, though we did see a good number of
roosting Royal Spoonbills. The second, hampered somewhat by a strong wind, was to some salinas,
where on a flat muddy area we found a pair of Banded Dotterel and a Wrybill, and as we left, so a
flock of 7 Little Black Shags flew past. The next stop was along the coast, and was a terrific double Ð
one for the good drinks at a lovely location, and the second for the wildlife here, including 1000s of
HuttonÕs Shearwaters passing northwards close to the shoreline, and a number of shore and seabirds,
including a colony of Black-billed Gulls and several Banded Dotterel. A Monarch butterfly even put in
an appearance for most. Our final stop was along the rocky coast not far N of Kaikoura, where a
lookout gave terrific views of numerous New Zealand Fur Seals (plus we could ÔappreciateÕ their
aroma...) and some roadside cliffs ahead supported several pairs of Spotted Shags, two females
standing guard on their respective nests with small chicks. A super sight!

  We soon reached Kaikoura and the Alpine View Motel, and given our two night stay made good use
of time by putting on batches of washing! With an hour between arriving and going off for dinner
(pre-ordered to help speed things along...), the bird list was again postponed, but given the more than
2-hour dinner (thankfully not 3 like the previous year!) there was no time afterwards. The food was
excellent though!

  Our minds were now firmly on resting well before the morningÕs boat trip off Kaikoura to see
seabirds. Would the sea be as unusually calm in the morning as it was when we arrived...?

Monday 24th November            Kaikoura birding pelagic a.m.; Peninsula walk or 2n d pelagic
p.m.
Breezy a.m., but very mild and warm; gale force winds and very light rain suddenly rising mid-
afternoon.

  With gale force winds forecast for almost the whole of NZ, we awoke to find, thankfully, little had
changed from the previous evening. Indeed it was wonderfully mild and the waters S of the peninsula
were in the lee of the breeze and so even better than expected.

  Gary our captain soon had us cruising out on a dolphin-watching boat, a luxury given the closed
lower deck with plentiful seating, but with access to the bow and stern outside below, and stern on the
above deck too. We rapidly hit a couple of rafts of HuttonÕs Shearwaters, with hundreds also wheeling
around, though quite soon headed straight for a nearby fishing boat. This was amazing, since we were
immediately in the midst of Wandering (mainly GibsonÕs but also Antipodean types), Royal (all of
the dark-winged Northern form) and Shy (a few SalvinÕs and fewer White-capped) Albatrosses,
Northern Giant and numerous Westland Black Petrels and abundant Cape Pigeons (or Pintado
Petrels). The larger birds and Cape Pigeons were clustered around the back of the ship as they filleted
the large groper (yes, this is how they usually spell it in NZ!) fish, though the Shy Albatrosses tended
to keep their distance from us.

  We finally cruised off a way and let out our frozen chum held in a mesh casing on a rope. This
rapidly attracted more of the above, though the majority of species kept their distance, except when
the albatrosses and giant petrels moved off. The oily slick from the chum was also attractive
ÔdownstreamÕ and a good number of Fairy Prions, to our skipperÕs surprise, also appeared. We just
watched in amazement at the constant to-ings and fro-ings, and squabbling between them. We
repeated this again at the very end of the deep-water canyon, and though a couple of Grey-faced
(=Great-winged) Petrels cruised past at the end of our stint there, in the confusion, they were missed!

  A warming cup of hot chocolate and a few ginger biscuits as we sat just offshore beside a small stack
with breeding Little Pied Shags and White-fronted Terns amongst others, was a great finale, and we
finally cruised back close along the shore to take advantage of the minimal swell there.

  Lunch was taken in an excellent restaurant in town with organic food, though this was a little
truncated for Cliff and I whoÕd decided to go back out again! With just the two of us and the skipper
in a smaller boat, it was a rather different affair, but very rewarding, despite notably rougher
conditions, and though we saw almost all the same species as before, the balance was different, and
with a great slice of fortune (or was the impending weather pushing more birds shorewards?) we had
great views of a few Flesh-footed, BullerÕs and Sooty Shearwaters, two Grey-faced Petrels and even a
Black-winged Petrel. To cap it all though, a few dolphins appearing at high speed off to one side were
strikingly patterned and the skipper yelled that they were Southern Right Whale Dolphins. Not only
rare here, being seen just once a year on average, but the first heÕd seen here in 6-7 years! Despite
trying to chase them and alerting three dolphin-watching boats in the vicinity (where did they come
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from?!), they were sadly lost in the chop and swell and only we saw them. Gary got plenty of stick
from the other skippers, but at least heÕd tried!

  He also picked up a slight change in the weather and we started heading back. Fortunately just in
time, since a good swell suddenly developed, and the increasing wind was throwing spray over the boat
and back behind us as we returned, the boat even lifting off once or twice! Back on land on the
windward side though, a strong wind was blowing, and within the hour was basically gale force.

  The remainder of the group, whoÕd perhaps more sensibly stayed on land, took a walk around the
Kaikoura Peninsula and/or a stroll around the town until the wind picked up to almost gale force from
about 4 p.m. when most returned to the motel.

Tuesday 25th November Kaikoura whale-watching trip or Hinau Walk a.m., then
transfer via ArthurÕs pass to Hokitika.
Windy & dry a.m.; cloud & moderate rain in mountains near ArthurÕs Pass; windy and cooler
Hokitika.

  At 6:30 a.m. it was still uncertain whether the 5 of the group wanting to try to see whales would get
out. Indeed even at the booking office, with the first tour simply cancelled and the skipper of the
second refusing to go out (should we have paid heed?!), we were perhaps surprised that our trip did!
Despite a seemingly flatter sea to the N of the peninsula, and clear conditions over the sea, the wind
was variable, and a forecast for the winds to increase to 50 knots, it was touch and go. So we went!

  We cruised quite quickly out to the underwater canyon (over 1000m deep) a few nmiles S of
Kaikoura, but the sea was clearly considerably bigger than the day before. However, we stopped and
the captain spent a few minutes with a hydrophone listening for whales before announcing that a
Sperm Whale was echolocating about 1 nm to the NE, so off we went. And into a bigger swell.

  Stopping again here for some time, several of the 42 passengers were now sea-sick, and given a good
swell and white horses, finding a whale blow was simply impossible. However, a few Wandering and
single Royal, SalvinÕs and White-capped Albatrosses went past, along with several Cape Pigeons,
Fairy Prions and a few Northern Giant Petrels to keep us occupied. We finally moved off again, but
given no sound on the hydrophone, and a rather rough sea, the decision was taken to take to see
dolphins instead. Just as we started to move a rather brown petrel appeared alongside, and a couple of
us saw a fine Grey-faced Petrel paralleling us, but whales were clearly off (unfortunately). We headed
fast towards shallow waters along the coast though, and suddenly slowing it was announced that we
were with some Dusky Dolphins. In fact, probably c. 200 of these delightful marine acrobats, and for
30 minutes or more we were all out watching their antics, including some crazy repeated leaping runs,
group manoeuvres and also seeing a good number of small young. It was delightful! The return wasnÕt
too bad, despite a couple of good Ônose-ploughsÕ into some large wave-crests, but we all arrived safely
back and were soon claiming our 80% refund for not having seen the whales!

  The remainder of the group did the Hinau Walk in forest near Kaikoura with Wynston, noting a few
New Zealand Bellbirds amongst others, though the main aim was to experience this very dense and
dark forest.

  We finally left Kaikoura a little late, and headed down the coast overlooking the sea. A few Dusky
Dolphins were just offshore here too for those who hadnÕt been ÔwhalingÕ! We turned inland and
started our long transfer to the west coast. Our first main stop was at the St AnneÕs Lagoon, where
good numbers of Grey Teal (including chicks), three Australasian Shoveler and half a dozen Common
Coot were present among NZ Scaup. Lunch was taken in Rangiora town park, where among a notable
array of introduced species, a (one-footed) Black-billed Gull was present.

  We started to enter the hills, where tussock grasses and an array of native bushes started to
dominate, though cloud increased as we went, and then rain too. However, brief stops, first at the
roadside at Klondyke Corner for a small group of lovely Black-fronted Terns, then at Lake Pearson,
where 4 fine Great Crested Grebes were present, and finally at ArthurÕs Pass (in good rain), where two
extraordinary (and very bedraggled) Keas were loafing around, were all successfully made.

  Pushing on down we passed rivers at bursting point and small rock falls and landslips on the road,
showing how bad the weather had been just hours before. Water poured off the hillsides in places and
some of the temporary mountain waterfalls looked like incredibly long horses tails. Alice safely
negotiated us down though, and when we turned on to the much better coastal road for the last few
km, we even had the chance to see a few scattered birds, including a single flying Great Egret.
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  The dining room in our hotel in Hokitika was the best to date for service, being fast, efficient and
very, very friendly. Now if only all restaurants worked like this!! The Blue Cod was also excellent,
even if too far gone to be counted on the lists!!!

  We rounded off with the species lists, for the last 4 days, since no opportunity had been possible in
this time! But with a relaxed atmosphere after a good travel day and no rush to be out early, it was
ideal timing.

Wednesday 26th November          Lake Mahinapua, Lake Ianthe, Whataroa, Okarito
(lunch), Sentinel Rock at Franz Josef Glacier, Peak View under Fox Glacier, Moeraki Wilderness
Lodge.
Fine but with a stiff chill breeze along coast, cloud just inland, but warmer where no wind; dry.

  We awoke to better conditions, including some sunshine, and the suggestion of a fine day ahead.
Indeed it stayed dry, despite a chill breeze along the coast.

  After ÔraidingÕ a local jade (Pounamu or Greenstone to New Zealanders) shop (HokitikaÕs
speciality), we were off at 8:30 and started our transfer south. Working our way along the flat coastal
strip, with forest-clad hills just inland Ðmainly formed from terminal or lateral moraines of the
gigantic glaciers which were once here- we clearly saw just how different this area was from what weÕd
seen before. Even the trees started changing, with Rimu (Red Pine) giving way to the start of
Kahikatea (White Pine) in the south, and we crossed the Ôbeech gapÕ, where Southern Beeches are
peculiarly absent, apparently due to the former effects of the glaciers. The faster-colonising
Podocarps had the upper hand and now form the basis of the tremendous rain forest now cloaking
these hills.

  A quick stop at Lake Mahinapua showed just how high the water levels were (after 4 to 5 days of
rain), though a Tui feeding on Flax Ðcurrently with its rosette largely under water!- and a singing
Welcome Swallow were nice to see. The local forest was quiet, though the stunning array of ferns we
were to see during the day started well here.

  Lake Ianthe not far away was sadly disturbed by a group of young kayakers, though Cliff managed to
spot a few distant birds including a Great Crested Grebe and a few New Zealand Scaup out on the
water, and most of the group had good views of the South Island race of Tomtit and also Grey
Warbler. A pair of Paradise Shelduck in the top of a dead tree were a pretty, even if slightly odd,
sight! The warm sun along sheltered edge was conducive to drawing out a few damsel and dragonflies,
including both New Zealand Blue and Red Damselflies and a few yellow-spotted Dragonflies, one of
which perched a few times for us to see well, plus a superb New Zealand Red Admiral for all to admire.

  After a slightly longer-than-hoped-for coffee stop at Whataroa we were off again, this time to near
the rivermouth at Okarito. The tide was just starting to drop, and though a pair of Variable
Oystercatchers beat a fairly hasty retreat at our appearance, a single Pied Oystercatcher stayed put
beside a group of eastern Bar-tailed Godwit, which rose from a roosting 21 up to a more animated 51
as more mud appeared on the falling tide. Two Royal Spoonbills flew past, and just before we left, a
breeding plumaged Great Egret flew in and landed within range for the photographers, before finally
deciding that perhaps we were too close and moving just up river to a quieter fishing spot.

  With news having reached us at breakfast that the two dirt roads to the Fox Glacier had been washed
away in the heavy rains over the last few days (totalling 16-18Ó there overnight!!!) and that even
the car park had gone too, we opted to walk up towards the viewpoint of the stunning Franz Josef
Glacier instead. A number of orchids, mainly epiphytic ÔbambooÕ orchids and the spectacular
terrestrial Greenhood Orchids were in flower along the route, and the ferns, once again, were simply
stunning. The peculiar angled-stemmed flowering shoots of Tree Tutu (if youÕll pardon the possible
Irish oxymoron!) also caught our eye, though perhaps the most impressive thing was to see how the
glacier drops so steeply down into lowland rain forest and how the forest has reclaimed almost all the
territory previously occupied by the glacier during its spectacular retreat.

  Our final stop en route was to drive to the Peak Viewpoint under the Fox Glacier, in the hopes of
seeing Mount Cook better than our glimpse of its peak weÕd achieved in the morning, but a pall of
thick cloud hung over the tops, blocking our view. At least part of the Fox Glacier was visible though.

  After a final comfort stop we were on our way, reaching the Moeraki Wilderness Lodge -under a
hole in the cloud- at just before 6 p.m. We reassembled again at 7, then ate from a little after this
until c. 9, when we had the call-over. After grabbing extra clothes and repellent (the sandflies had
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already been noted despite the chill in the air...), we set off for a wander along the road ostensibly to
see the little greenish lights of the New Zealand Glow-worms. Which we did successfully, and saw
them in good quantity, though looking for the tiny larvae of these fungus gnats which glow to try and
attract prey, was impossible. A couple of Moreporks called in the forest, which was otherwise still
and silent, though the more obvious constellations visible part of the night sky (it being partially
cloudy) were explained by John, the manager here.

Thursday 27th November          Moeraki Wilderness Lodge: Munro and Robinson Crusoe
Beaches.
An almost perfect, cloudless day; chilly start and end, but warm mid-afternoon; still except for light
onshore breeze.

  We awoke to beautiful conditions. The more adventurous went for a gentle pre-breakfast kayak trip
onto a very placid Lake Moeraki, noting a few birds including calling Long-tailed and Shining Bronze
Cuckoos.

  The morning was taken up with a good walk down to Munro Beach, with the aim of trying to see
Fiordland (Crested) Penguin which breeds there, though we took our time to walk through this
marvellous temperate rainforest, simply thick with mosses, liverworts and ferns amongst the
podocarps and other tree giants. A few flowers were also noted, including creeping pratia (as at the
Franz Josef Glacier car park the day before) and the delightful little New Zealand Violet, and fallen
ÔbitsÕ included a large mistletoe (one of a number of NZ species). The forest was also relatively noisy
in places, despite plenty of this coming from non-native birdsong, but we started off almost
immediately with two great sightings: a superb male Tomtit and to our great delight, a perched male
NZ Falcon which was then displaced by its mate! We had good views of this often tricky-to-see
species surveying the forest from near the top of a huge emergent tree.

  Getting to the beach was clearly tricky, with a myriad of ferns, mosses and vines in particular
casting wonderful shadows throughout the forest and requiring lots of photographic pauses. With
plenty of singing Silvereyes and Grey Warblers, progress was perhaps not as fast as normal, but we
still made good time, especially when escorted by two members of the Department of Conservation
who were checking on our behaviour as a group at the penguin colony beach.

  The beach itself was empty when we arrived, apart from a few other walkers and a few sandflies,
though lots of White-fronted Terns were either feeding offshore or wheeling around the small stacks
where they bred and a good number of Arctic Skuas were also present offshore harassing them. A
penguin suddenly appeared in the surf at the far end of the beach, and despite landing quite quickly we
were lucky that it leapt back in to bob around for c. 10 minutes before landing again and dashing
(albeit in slightly awkward penguin hopping style) up between the huge boulders and out of sight.

  The walk back was more direct, so we were happy to soon sit down for lunch on arrival.

  Two of the group then left again at 1:30 p.m. for an optional paid guided walk to ÔRobinson Crusoe
BeachÕ to see the larger penguin colony there (and succeeded beyond expectations), while most of
the remainder of the group returned again to Munro Beach and this time, with a much lower tide, also
saw 7 penguins and much better than before. A superb achievement!

  The day was certainly not over though, and at 5 p.m. a number of the party met at the front door
and went off on a little freshwater ecology complimentary activity, which culminated in watching
how a number of long-finned eels came up to feed from the guideÕs hand. Quite a sight since they
were about a metre long and quite thick!

  After another fine dinner and call-over, 4 of us met outside again under a crystal clear sky at c.
10:15, and John the manager came out to point out a few of the principal stars and constellations,
including of course the Southern Cross and the two Magellanic Clouds, though it was still a touch too
light even when we turned in to really appreciate the enormous number of stars visible under the S
night sky with such clean air.

Friday 28th November KnightÕs Bluff, Ship Creek, Haast Pass, Queensberry, Lake
Ohau Lodge.
A beautiful largely cloudless day; chilly start, warming quickly and max. C. 26¼C Queensberry area;
variable light breezes.
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  Another peerless start to the day, and after bags were packed we were off just after our scheduled
8:30 departure. We didn«t get too far when we pulled into the ÔinfamousÕ KnightÕs Bluff lookout,
where the feared sandflies were indeed good. For them, that is! But we still peered down at the large
NZ Fur Seal colony to the S and noticed no less than 4 Kaka flying around over the big podocarps
behind.

  With virtually no breeze, the car park at Ship Creek was also noticeably insecty, but after squinting
down at some little tadpoles (probably Whistling Tree Frogs based on where we were) in a temporary
pool and the first of a few NZ Red Damselflies, we found that the walk through the coastal swamp
forest Ð a tiny fragment of that which was once present on the W coast Ð was insect free and we
revelled in the sights and sounds of this extraordinary habitat. Huge Rimu / Miro trees towered up
from their huge buttressed bases, despite being surrounded by apparently quite deep water and large
sphagnum and other moss beds. Different ferns, mosses and lichens draped the vegetation or formed
tapestries climbing up the trees. A NZ Bellbird repeated its very loud song intermittently and Grey
Warblers, the odd NZ Fantail and Tui completed the scene. The remarkable quality of the boardwalks
we had used in NZ was never better exemplified than here, and we were extremely grateful for them.

  We finished off with a look out to see from the beach, where a moderate breeze was both refreshing
in the severe sun and keeping those sandflies down! Indeed, our vigil turned up trumps with a few
small groups of the diminutive HectorÕs Dolphins feeding out in the blue water just beyond the brown
(where discoloured freshwater was entering the sea) and a fine Fiordland Penguin swam past close
inshore. A look out to sea with the scope also revealed a remarkable number of Arctic Skuas well out,
with up to five at a time visible, mirroring what weÕd seen off Munro Beach the day before.

  We continued on, soon turning inland and started the long ascent up towards the Haast Pass
alongside the Haast River. A quick stop for photos where the Landsborough joins it at Pleasant Flat
revealed a wealth of the little biting devils again (no doubt thriving on the constant stream of fresh
foreign tourist blood!), so we continued to another short stop for a fine waterfall. After recent rains
this was an excellent example of a waterfall coming into a Ôhanging valleyÕ, albeit in miniature.

  We reached the Haast Pass and walked out in our quest for Yellowhead. Sadly, despite two singing
off in the forest at one point, the group was off along a different track, watching NZ Fantails, and on
their return, delayed by the first of a number of the tiny and delightful Rifleman (including a family
party) and by the time we crossed, the Yellowheads had fallen silent and stayed that way. A Ôgiant
greenfinchÕ call was in fact that of a Long-tailed Cuckoo, though true to form it stayed out of sight!
It was a lovely patch of Silver Beech forest though and very distinct from what weÕd seen, both in
overall height and internal structure Ð it being much easier to look and see into from the ground up to
canopy level.

  We finally moved on (after a last peek at the Riflemen!) and headed off for lunch. The air started
to dry and warm, and once down near Queensberry, it was very warm and sunny, and much drier.
Indeed, the landscape has been almost totally transformed for and to grazing, and the moderate hills
gave it a very different feel from the wet west coast forests. Lunch was a sumptuous affair, taken at
MarkÕs house, and we were very grateful to both he and Elisabeth for inviting us. The barbequed
sausages all went, as indeed did most other things, and there was only just enough space left for our
special treat of the day. A piece of AnneÕs birthday cake! And delicious it was too... A quick wander
round the rocky outcrop above MarkÕs house revealed a couple of McCannÕs Skinks and a number of
tiny Boulder Copper butterflies, including a couple of males with stunning purple iridescence on their
wings, one of these feeding on the tiny massed yellow flowers on a diminutive grey-leaved mat daisy.
A remarkable sight in itself.

  We finally dragged ourselves away and headed on towards our final destination, passing more
changing landscapes and increasing numbers of open ground birds, including plenty of Australasian
Harriers, Wattled Lapwings and Paradise Shelduck amongst others, and a few Black-fronted Terns
were noted on one of the braided rivers.

  Coming over a small brow, the bright blue waters of Lake Ohau came into view, and best of all,
behind it, and just peeking over the top of a looming snow-streaked ridge, was the pure white crown
of Mt Cook. Large clumps of red-flowered Mistletoe adorned a few trees, but we ignored these until
reaching the L. Ohau lodge. And then we continued to ignore them, but to take plenty of pictures of
Mt Cook away in the distance, this even being possible for a few while perching on the ends of their
beds!
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  Our parting view of Mt Cook was when the sun dropped so low that it lost direct lighting, but as it
must have gone round another mountain, so, for a few minutes, tinted just this peak orange until
dropping below the horizon. A lovely sight.

Saturday 29th November L. Ohau, Twizel, L. Poaka, L. Pukaki, Hooker Valley @ Aoraki Mt
Cook N.P.
A generally fine day with variable cloud over the mountains, largely still except for strong wind in the
Hooker Valley; max. c. 22¼C but a very strong sun p.m.

  Away at 8:15, we soon stopped along the L. Ohau shore to photograph some incredible flowering
clumps of the NZ mistletoe, simply smothered with their tubular red flowers and in stark contrast to
the distant snow-clad peaks.

  A very brief pause in Twizel allowed a quick comfort stop, though nearby, at Lake Poaka (Maori
for Pied Stilt), we quickly found our main bird of the day, a Black Stilt among plenty of hybrid
brethren! The rings on its legs confirmed it (!), despite it showing some pale on the under-tail area,
while more debate on the very good-looking Grey Duck-like birds on the back of the same pool gave
us one bird with a grey bill, well-marked face, brown tertials, a greenish sheen on the speculum and
grey legs... As good as one can get really! An eclipse male Australasian Shoveler and a group of Grey
Teal were also excellent, as were a good number of Banded Dotterel, a few juveniles included. A pair
of Paradise Shelduck with stripy ducklings, a Pied Oystercatcher and a White-faced Heron rounded
off an excellent selection of native birds in near-perfect conditions, as we looked down on them from
the top of a high raised canal bank.

  The weather was still holding, but we started to move towards Aoraki (=Cloud piercer) / Mount
Cook in case it changed, pausing again, this time in the lower edge of Lake Pukaki (where Kaki is
Maori for Black Stilt and weÕd best ignore the ÔpuÕ...!), ostensibly to take some pictures. A proper
group photo included, including our birthday girl !

  Our final stop en route to the park was on the edge of the immense Tasman River gravel beds (these
being >400m thick in places as a legacy of the immense glaciers which once scoured out the valley).
Fortunately we never even had to get out of the bus to see a juvenile Black Stilt roosting in the lee of
a grass tussock, while just along a stream edge a Banded Dotterel pair were looking after two tiny,
fluffy and very mobile chicks.

  The rest of the day was spent in the park walking up part of the Hooker Valley. After an early (but
once again large!) picnic lunch, the fitter and more adventurous went for the 3-hour return trip,
reaching the upper lake (two little rapidly-melting icebergs included!), while the majority of us
remained lower down, passing the second bridge in order to get views of Aoraki / Mount Cook at a
bend on the valley. And a terrific sight it was too, despite a fierce gusting wind at times trying to stop
us reaching there.

  The views were terrific, the cloud never shrouding the peak though, as the winds were coming in on
a weather front, so a cloud arch formed and flying saucer-shaped cloud ÔlensesÕ appeared sporadically
over the highest peaks. A few other strange cloud formations further enhanced the stunning snow and
ice-clad ridges on and around Aoraki / Mount Cook, while the valley itself held lots of flowering
plants, despite relatively low diversity still at this stage of the spring. Mountain Violets got
commoner with altitude and we also came across an area with plenty of the Mt Cook Lilies (in reality
buttercups), a few of which were sporting their lovely large white flowers. Plenty of pale lilac-
flowered NZ Harebells were scattered over the turf, and all the Snowbell bushes were covered in dense
racemes of globular white flowers, a lovely sight. Everlasting Daisies and larger Celmisia daisies were
in flower to varying degrees, while hands and knees were required to look at a number of other tiny
flowering herbs and shrubs on the ground, including the odd Pentachondra pumila. A small carrot-
like plant flowering on the rocks near the second bridge was Gingidia montana.

  After taking the necessary photos and looking at one of the native grey mountain grasshoppers, we
turned around and started back. This was very much hotter, since with the wind at our backs and a full
sun, despite cooling air, it felt hot. We enjoyed the views again, including looking up to where a few
climbers had been up a steep snow field and back again (presumably) to Mueller Hut a tiny-looking,
but 30 bunk refuge perched way up on a rocky coll, but also noted how regular ice and rockfalls on
this side of the ridge could so easily lead to tragedy, and it was sobering to learn that about 120
mountaineers have lost their lives in this national park. Tragically in fact, two Japanese climbers
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started to scale Aoraki Mount Cook peak the day we walked up, but only one returned alive, they
having been trapped near the peak in bad weather until after our return to the UK.

  We returned to the big hotel and cafe for a hot drink and relax before returning to Lake Ohau for
our last night there. We also consumed plenty of alcohol in the process of celebrating SueÕs birthday
that evening, and seeing out another terrific day in New Zealand ! .

Sunday 30th November       Transfer via Moeraki Boulders to Dunedin; evening cruise Otago
Peninsula.
An overcast and cool day; wind increasing on coast to force 7+ and mist and light rain towards
dusk.

  After exiting the Lake Ohau Lodge at 8:30, shortly after a calling New Zealand Falcon had passed
low over, we took a sedate journey down towards the coast. A short comfort stop found one or two
amused by the bags of penguin and kiwi droppings available in a shop [I was just glad there were no
moa offerings!], while our next stop was by some Ôarchaeo-graffitiÕ or Ôrock artÕ. A few Maori
images were still left (the best, sadly, had long been chipped off and taken to different museums
around the country), depicting a few animals and scenes, including what may have been an albatross
and what was clearly a sailboat, and in orange, the Maori representation of the sea / river creature
which is responsible for taking those who capsize and are never seen again.

  A little after 11:30 we were at the coast, and after a short wander down onto the Moeraki Beach to
see its famous round stones / boulders, which were indeed very curious and surrounded by vast numbers
of the gorgeous little tiara top shells, we took an early lunch in the restaurant there and then headed
south again to Dunedin. Reaching the hotel at just before 2 p.m. we had plenty of time to relax and
do our own thing until meeting again at 17:30 for our evening excursion and meal out on a boat in
the large natural harbour. The more energetic were run into town by Alice and went for some retail
therapy or just a simple Ômooch aroundÕ, though the strong gusting winds made it less than ideal.

  Meeting again for our evening trip, faces were a little apprehensive, and more than one went back
for waterproofs or more clothing. And a good idea it was too! The harbour was very choppy as we
approached, and the wind, unfortunately, gusting straight in from its mouth. However it was all go
and we were rapidly on board and quickly cruising out towards Taiaroa Head. A few braved sitting out
on the foredeck, despite the occasional splashing, but did see a couple of close Stewart Island Shags as
a result, and fly-by White-fronted Tern, Kelp and Red-billed Gulls. A large flock of waders,
undoubtedly Bar-tailed Godwit wheeled up at one point before splitting into two, some dropping down
and heading for the lee of a large sandspit, whilst a smaller group sped high past towards the head of
the sound. The wind dropped slightly as we approached the point, with a female NZ Sealion on a
sandy shore to our left, and a colony of Spotted Shags on the rocks to the right. Almost at the point,
where a notable swell stopped further progress, while a few Northern Royal Albatrosses could be seen
arching over the waves and sometimes over the headland itself, we couldnÕt go out to sea to look
back on their breeding site, but three Australasian Gannets and lots of passing Stewart Island and
Spotted Shags were a great sight, the former forming a compact circular colony with their almost
cylindrical mud nests on a steep hillside.

  The constant pitching suffered here was poor for observations, so we turned and started gently back,
now with the wind and swell from behind, and could cruise gently enough to look at the NZ Sealion
again, with a NZ Fur Seal coming close past the boat for comparison, and a few small groups of Little
Blue Penguins were also present as they approached the shore towards dusk. We unfurled a small sail
and let this take us back without any need or assistance from the motors, pulling into a very sheltered
bay for a fine dinner, with hot blue cod or cold salmon or venison, plus mushrooms, green salad,
potatoes and pumpkin plus feta, and for the brave Ðor was it daft?! Ð a fierce curry sauce. Washed
down with plenty of wine and with a small gas heater on, it was really rather cosy!

  Or return was then foreshortened a little by the conditions, and we moored in a much quieter little
bay along the shore than where weÕd started, and despite light rain, were off the boat easily and all
ashore and safely back in the hotel quite quickly.

  The misty, windy and rainy conditions were not looking at all good for our plans to visit Stewart
Island from the following evening, but with the wind due to track round away from east, things could
only potentially get better!
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Monday 1st December Transfer via Catlins to Invercargill; evening flight to Stewart
Island.
A dull and very windy start Dunedin, becoming warmer and stiller the further S we went; overcast
with occasional light drizzle evening boat trip, when almost still.

  We left Dunedin with some trepidation. The near gale force winds continued to bring misty and
very damp weather straight onto the coast, but as we drove S towards Invercargill, so it gradually
improved.

  A stop for a walk to Nugget Point lighthouse was terrific, despite a fierce onshore wind blasting up
the cliffs. A small colony of Royal Spoonbills adorned a small coastal stack directly below us, with
numerous Spotted Shags on the cliffs, and NZ Fur Seals on the rocky shorelines. The first of a couple
of dark morph Giant Petrels passed, while a good number of other petrels and shearwaters were much
more distant, passing or feeding just out beyond the Nuggets stacks. We soon returned, taking note of
various flowers as we went, including white-flowered Hebe bushes and clumps of a white-flowered
Linum flax, while once almost back at the van, a number of small narrow green spikes were pushing
up from the turf, and we were able to appreciate the truly diminutive flowers of Common Onion
Orchid!

  Our next main stop was at the Papatowai Estuary for lunch, where it was delightfully mild and
almost still, with Pied Oystercatcher, Pied Stilt, a brief Royal Spoonbill, a flock of White-fronted
Terns and Red-billed and Kelp Gulls of most note in the estuary itself, while just offshore there was
clearly a concentration of small fish, with the gulls and terns again present, plus a few Australian
Gannets plunging in frequently and even a couple of Arctic Skuas hassling the terns just offshore. The
trees here also held showy NZ Bellbirds and a few Tui, plus a few NZ Pigeons, including two balancing
on a telegraph wire as we left.

  Not long after was a super stop at the small, rocky Curio Bay. The tide was down and still slightly
receding, revealing a broad platform peppered with remains of a fossilised forest, including numerous
broken stumps, and a number of tall thin trunks. However, almost no sooner had we arrived than
Cliff (again!) noted a penguin coming ashore, and in came a gorgeous Yellow-eyed Penguin! This
waddled up to the scrub and then appeared intermittently for some time. Not much before we were
due to leave, in came another, providing even better views since we had moved somewhat closer.
This then stopped to preen just short of the scrub, which is where we left it, since we were now
running just short of time.

  A little over an hour later we arrived at Invercargill and soon reached the airport, though with a big
bikers convention on in the city, we soon found that the second plane carrying half the group was
somewhat delayed, since it had left late earlier in order to take a number of them over to Stewart
Island... In fact when we finally arrived shortly before 18:30, lots of bikers were boozing in front of
the pub where we were lodged, but were perfectly pleasant.

  Out again shortly before nine, we were off to the boat for our evening cruise. Despite being a long
day, conditions were superb, with only a slight swell on the sea and almost still, overcast conditions.
Our cruise started with a Little Blue Penguin, many more of which we saw as we continued, while a
small group of Stewart Island Shags were roosting on a rock as we passed. A NZ Fur Seal in the water
looked very odd with a crooked flipper waving in the air, but this was all largely forgotten as we were
ferried off the boat via an inflatable onto a small beach, just before dusk. After a short chat, we
trooped silently and single file through some forest before finally emerging onto a long wide beach,
simply called Ocean Beach. And there, immediately, was a South Island Kiwi wandering straight
towards us. Although it could see us to some degree, as we moved seawards to let it pass, it walked
past without veering, probing into the sand and kelp as it went, eventually disappearing up into the
tussock grass at the back of the beach! This was amazing! Its short but remarkably thick legs and toes
were extraordinary, and immediately had us thinking of a common ancestor with the moas which
once roamed New Zealand. Walking almost the full length of the beach we found another, which also
walked past, and then allowed us to follow and parallel it, before we finally left it in peace and walked
ahead of it. These terrific views were the direct result of perfect group behaviour, with barely a sound
being made and the group should be applauded for this!

  We returned through the forest, again without seeing any more, and once back on the boat mulled
over the views and made us realise just how lucky were had been. The severe wind and swell of the
night before had made conditions very much more uncomfortable and we were very grateful it had
been so straight forward. But it was not over yet. With a big lamp flood-lighting the back deck,
flickering white shapes suddenly appeared overhead -petrels in the light-, mainly being Fairy Prions,
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but with a dark-bellied Mottled Petrel just moments after we started cruising, and a whirring diving-
petrel shortly afterwards. Most of the rest of the cruise back saw us accompanied by up to four prions
at a time, with some almost crashing into the light, but the rotating radar fortunately seemed to put
them off.

  We turned in late, towards 1 a.m., but happy both at our observations and also in the knowledge
that we didnÕt have to be back on the boat until 9:30 in the morning!

Tuesday 2nd December         Stewart Island boat trip including Ulva
Island visit.
Light breeze to start, almost dead still in forest, fining up and wind increasing from SW; chilly at sea
but warm on land.

  After our long previous evening, it was 7 a.m. onwards for cold breakfasts, 8 a.m. for hot ones and a
9:30 departure on the boat for Ulva Island. Marvellous! A few Little Blue Penguins, Stewart Island
Shags and NZ (Eared) Fur Seal(Sealion)s - would I ever get this name right?! Ð livened up the route
out, but we were soon pulling in to moor at Ulva Island.

  After a brief introduction, a Weka which came out to inspect us, and separation into two groups Ð
since our total number was greater than that permitted for one group Ð we headed off in ÔoppositeÕ
directions to see what we could find. The native forest was alive with the sounds of Tui, Bellbirds,
Kaka, Red-fronted Parakeets, Tomtits, Fantails, Robins and even, especially towards the end when
the sun came out, Brown Creepers, and we looked and searched for and delighted in them all. The
ferns were great, the orchids even better - with lots of dwarf Spider Orchids and a few little groups of
Green Hood Orchids in patches on the forest floor and even a couple of epiphytic Bamboo Orchids
and a single LadyÕs Slipper Orchid (but very unlike that in Europe!) in flower. Another pair of Weka
had two chicks, while WynstonÕs group also had the great ÔfortuneÕ (thanks to WynstonÕs fine
knowledge of course!) to find two calling Yellowheads, which despite a later search by the others,
steadfastly refused to reappear.

  All too soon our time here was over, so back on board we ate our lunches as the boat started to
cruise out towards some of the islands and islets (Whero & Bench Islands) off the mouth of the
Paterson Inlet. A gorgeous White-capped Albatross appeared, but the sight of over a dozen on the
water behind a vessel from which a party of school kids was fishing was amazing! And we saw more
and more as we cruised, plus small numbers of Little Blue Penguins and a couple of Cape / Pintado
Pigeons / Petrels.

  We slowed down as we passed one rocky islet peppered with smart Stewart Island Shags, and stopped
briefly off the next, which had a large colony of the same, giving fine views. Steering for another
rocky islet the skipper, Philip also appeared on deck and promptly threw some ÔbitsÕ over the back
of the boat in the hopes of enticing a Brown Skua, which was up on the skyline, down. But I guess it
was full, so it wasnÕt until the next islet that a pair of these pirates came down, either landing on the
water to feed or making passes along the leeward side of the vessel as they kept an eye on the chum
provider!

  The albatrosses around seemed uninterested however (and I guess are less habituated than at
Kaikoura), so we continued on, with some distant Sooty Shearwaters also noted over open sea, while
the large colonies of NZ Fur Seals on the intertidal zone rocks of one of the Bunker Islands were
particularly impressive, but a rather skittish Yellow-eyed Penguin giving us the run-around (is that
possible on a boat?!) as it moved about underneath some large Tree Daisy bushes simply adorned with
flowers.

  We finally took a short run into more open water looking for a few seabirds, with hundreds of
(mostly distant) Sooty Shearwaters visible, and a couple of very distant Royal / Wandering
Albatrosses, but with a freshening SW wind, we soon turned. But fortunately this just gave us time to
see a few Common Diving-petrels whirring across the waves and a small rather greyish bird fly past at
speed, which WynstonÕs experienced eye was able to determine was a Broad-billed Prion!

  We ploughed back into the swell and wind towards Oban, followed occasionally by the odd White-
capped Albatross, but the heavy spray being blown back over the stern was less than ideal for being
out, and apart from a few more Sooty Shearwaters at the start, we saw no new birds. The conditions
suddenly smoothed somewhat and when nearly back in dock we stopped to watch a lovely little group
of four Little Blue Penguins floating and preening on the surface. A superb end.
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  Or was it? In fact, after a delicious dinner Ðself-cooked by someÐ at a local restaurant, the waitress
told us to walk down to her garden (the first one beyond our accommodation) and walk in to view the
Kakas. In fact, having had an early dinner, we were out at the perfect time to watch a number of
these noisy and surprisingly colourful parrots and saw and heard several before even reaching the
bottom of the hill. A group of more than ten NZ Pigeons also exploded out of a dense tree just to add
more colour at one point! But the garden spectacle was a treat. About 10 or more of these raucous
and amusing creatures were loitering in the garden in the hopes of some food. One or two even took
to rolling around, on their backs, on the lawn, clearly purely for fun! The house owner came out,
showing us just how tame these birds are Ðseveral of the party got within inchesÐ, and was clearly
delighted with them, despite them appearing to wear hob-nail boots as they landed and walked about
on the corrugated tin roof and shredding the stems of some of the garden bushes! As Graham put it,
ÒI may have robins in the garden, but this is something else!Ó This really was a superb end to a
remarkable 24 hours!

Wednesday 3rd December Return flights to Invercargill, then via Te Anau to Te Anau Downs
hotel.
Stewart Island: breezy and intermittent rain until 8:00; almost still and dry, but overcast
Invercargill; largely cloudy but changeable in Fiordland rain shadow; window Te Anau Downs, with
light rain later.

  A 7 a.m. continental breakfast, a surprise for our restaurant (!) was followed by us meeting by 8 to
wait for the airstrip transfer, which came almost 15 minutes later. This at least allowed us to
contemplate flying and calling Variable Oystercatchers (though they were completely black feathered
here) and a high-flying Kaka was noticed by a few.

  The group split into three to fly back, with one 10-seater and two six-seater aircraft
accommodating the whole group plus a couple of other people returning to the mainland. Despite
thick black cloud and light rain (some of which made it through the door seals onto the passengers!),
almost as soon as weÕd cleared the end of the runway it started to brighten noticeably and we had a
surprisingly smooth flight back. Biggles (I jest, all our pilots were excellent) in the last plane decided
to push it to bring us in second, so we missed a couple of gannets noticed by Kate a thousand feet
below us just over the waves! The Invercargill windsock was vertical as we came in to land and it was
a smooth touch-down too. Terrific!

  Bags were quickly retrieved and loaded on board and we were off in good time. We headed into town
where a visit to the local museum awaited, ostensibly to see the extraordinary Tuatara lizards on
display there in large terrariums, but also with some time to browse various exhibits, including the
extinct birds section and that of the ÒRoaring 40sÓ.

  We also sadly bade our farewells to Alice here, who was catching a bus home with a few days free
before her graduation ceremony, but thanked her greatly for the terrific job sheÕd done (driving,
picnics, logistics, good humour, etc.) and wished her all the best.

  We didnÕt get much further before stopping again in the town, this time for a Òfour-minute stopÓ,
but since Wynston was now on his own and out-numbered, it was considerably longer as we looked
through what was on offer in a merino wool shop !

  Another little stop in a town was for loos, and then the rest of the day was spent en route to our
accommodation at Te Anau Downs with a few stops en route: to look at a river for some birds, for a
superb lunch in a little roadside cafŽ, for a Little Owl crouching just in the lee of the wind on the side
of a little building, to look over the end of a river junction where over a 1000 Black-billed Gulls were
apparently nesting and a few Great and a single Little Pied Cormorant were resting on a shingle bank,
and then finally in Te Anau for an hour-long stop for refuelling and stocking up on supplies for the
following day. This was a great place for retail therapy and a lucky few found time for either good
coffees and / or icecreams!

  We arrived at Te Anau Downs quite early, but with another large coach group arriving not too long
afterwards, when we went for dinner we were considerably delayed, though this gave us time to do the
checklist for the first time in 4 days! It was tricky in the noisy foyer, but we did it!

  Our last full day lay ahead, so we turned-in fairly early to be fit and ready for our last excursions,
and with the rain falling outside, this we hoped would get the waterfalls flowing...
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Thursday 4th December          Cascade Creek walk, Homer Tunnel, Milford Sound cruise, Mirror
Lakes.
Very wet and rainy until after midday, then mostly dry; cool a.m., cold and windy Homer Tunnel
area, then relatively mild and windy Milford Sound; still and cool end, then sunshine Te Anau
Downs.

  It was raining when we awoke, during breakfast and indeed for almost the entire morning. Non-stop.
This certainly didnÕt stop us from taking a walk in the primarily Red Beech forest at Cascade Creek
however, which being temperate rainforest was in its element! The incredible abundance of mosses
and lichens, smothering everything like a verdant coat was amazing to see, though clearly the birds,
despite singing on occasions, were thin on the ground, or indeed in the understorey! Between us we
noted a couple of Grey Warblers, a pair of Rifleman, a pair of Fantails, singing NZ Robin and a NZ
Bellbird, but it was slim pickings. A Yellow-crowned Parakeet called but disappeared without revealing
its location. The plants were great, with close looks at Red, Silver and Mountain Beeches, both
Ômorpho-speciesÕ of Spearleaf and a few other montane tree and shrubs, some of which were
highlighted by explanatory signs along the trails. A little group of Green Hood orchids looked like a
rather uncommon species in New Zealand.

  A rather bedraggled-looking Kea in a small roadside car park was noted but we continued on.
Reaching the Homer Tunnel not long afterwards we stopped again, with a couple of Keas flying
around, but despite a few holes appearing in the cloud, revealing immense rock walls flanking the
valley striped with innumerable narrow waterfalls falling thousands of feet from well above where we
could see, the rain occasionally continued to fall, and with a keen cold wind, made birding conditions
difficult. Some heavy coaxing saw us finally don all the waterproofs and cold weather gear we could
muster and trudge up into the scrub and boulder field. A few plants were beginning to flower, including
some lovely Mt Cook Lilies, much appreciated by Cath amongst others, since sheÕd missed those on
their ÔhomeÕ mountain, but birds were all but absent. A Silvereye in the scrub gave a brief flutter of
hope, but we eventually decided it was still too poor to persist and so returned down the way weÕd
come and took our picnic lunch in a dry little building with loos. At least a few sandflies had lunch
too, but fortunately not many!

  The weather had just lifted a fraction more by the time weÕd finished, so we returned for another
good look at the boulders... Spreading out along the track, it was a young couple walking up who
spooked a small bird out near Cliff, and a few of us had our first looks at a delightful Rock Wren. But
it very quickly disappeared and most were left peering out into birdless habitat. I then walked back to
the opposite end only to have two suddenly appear up on rocks at close range, but no-one with me!
Fortunately, Julie appeared and summoning a few others, came running. And just in time, with a few
others now seeing one, albeit briefly. This was now likely to turn into a tricky game Ðmove and find
one on your own, or stand it out until one appeared in front. Fortunately, Wynston stood it out and
after what seemed like an age, two came out in front, while a third popped out for just a moment
below... Fortunately, all those whoÕd stayed saw at least one, and we headed back to the bus with ideal
time to get to the Milford Sound boat with a little time to spare.

  Pulling into the queue for the tunnel, WynstonÕs ÒExcuse me! ItÕs illegal to feed the Keas!Ó had the
desired response, with the offender leaping back into his vehicle leaving 8 or 9 Keas on and around
the vehicle and road in his wake. Or was it perhaps his drawing an imaginary cut-throat line across his
throat?! Who cares? It worked a treat!!!

  The valley sides were streaked with water, still pouring off the peaks, and we shuddered to think how
those creating the tunnel had suffered in the process. It was even almost unbelievable to consider how
a ÔpostmanÕ had used to walk over the saddle and down a seemingly impossible rockface once a week
to deliver mail to Milford Sound before the tunnel was completed.

  Stepping out at Milford it was relatively warm, and with very little wind. After noting a few Green
Hood Orchids in the flower borders (!) we soon boarded and were taken on the boat along the length
of the southern flank the sound, with the waterfalls, hanging valleys and mountains pointed out as we
went. The former were terrific, some of the upper ones, as in the valley around the Homer Tunnel,
never even falling, before being blasted sideways or upwards by the wind and dissipating in mid-air. A
few shags and Kelp Gulls were the only birds, but after turning in the mouth we passed ÒSeal RockÓ
and its NZ Fur Seal colony, and about half-way back a small pod of the local Bottle-nosed Dolphins
swam quietly past, almost touching the ship, but staying independent of it. Only a couple of very
light showers had fallen too, despite the tunnelling effect of the sound (really a fiord) making it very
windy at times, but the same morning, the winds had peaked at 105 knots in a horrendous swell!
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While the freshwater entering here lies on the surface of the fiord, and is normally about 2.5 m deep,
today it was some 7 m deep in places, testament to the rain.

  We returned in generally dry, though still overcast conditions, and the aptly named mirror lakes
were now only disturbed by water dripping from the trees. It was still and warmer too and the birds
had responded, and in just a few minutes we noted Tui, NZ Bellbird, Grey Warbler, Tomtit, Rifleman,
Fantail and NZ Scaup between us. A terrific finale!

  Dropping out of the valley, the sun greeted us at Te Anau Downs and for the first time since the
Moeraki Wilderness Lodge a couple of us out later were able to contemplate something of the night
sky.

Friday 5th December       Transfer via Te Anau, Gore and Clinton to Dunedin; then
onwards...
Chilly, breezy and sunny start, scattered cloud throughout, but very windy at times, warmer Dunedin
to Auckland.

  Our final day was a simple drive from Te Anau Downs to Dunedin for our respective flights. Except
for Hugh and Kate though, to whom we bade our farewells and then left in Te Anau on the start of
their extended stay in New Zealand. Reaching Auckland via Christchurch we then said goodbye to
Gill, Barbara and Rex. The remainder headed into the bowels of Auckland airport, and took our
respective flights onwards (between 8:30 p.m. and 1:10 a.m.), reaching Canada or the UK on the 6th.

  This was a marvellous trip, enabling us to visit so many different sites and landscapes that at times it seemed
impossible. The variety of weather we experienced, but e.g. missing the 5 days of sometimes torrential rain suffered on
the W coast of S Island just before we arrived, just added to this.  The incredible rarity of many of the species, many of
which we enjoyed so well on this trip, and the sometimes almost desperate measures being undertaken to conserve them
was truly brought home to us, as was the terrible impact man has had on the New Zealand countryside during the brief
time he has been there. The extraordinarily extensive knowledge of our guides and their willingness to share it,
frequently with humour and even after some quite longs days, were instrumental in this, and we thank them greatly for
sharing so much with us. The organisational aspects also ran like silk, allowing us the maximum time in the field (or
even occasionally indulging in some retail therapy), but not without notable physical effort and again this has to be
thanked, both to our guides and to Nature Quest NZ. I would also like to thank them for casting an eye over the trip
report and ironing out a few errors. Any that remain are definitely my own !

  We look forward to seeing you again on a Travelling Naturalist and/or Limosa Holidays tour, and wish to thank you
for helping make this such a rewarding holiday.

Very best wishes,John Muddeman  (www.iberianwildlife.com)

SPECIES LISTS

  Before reading, please note that the bird names and list follow the taxonomy and names used by F.
Gill and M. Wright. 2006. Birds of the World: Recommended English Names. Princeton University
Press. This differs significantly in order, but only slightly in the common and scientific names used
when compared to most field guides currently in use. Most significant name changes are also included
to avoid confusion.

BIRDS - AVES
KIWIS - Apterygidae

Southern Brown Kiwi   Apteryx australis   Two of the Stewart Island form on Ocean Beach on 1st.

NEW WORLD QUAIL - Odontophoridae

California Quail   Callipepla californica   20+ Pureora Forest and area on 21st & 1 Hinau Walk on 25th.

GROUSE, PHEASANTS & allies - Phasianidae
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Wild Turkey   Meleagris gallopavo   A flock and a couple of singles en route on 20th, 2 en route on 21st, 6 en
route on 28th.

Chukar Partridge   Alectoris chukar   Two, probably this species en route on 28th (Cliff).

Brown/Swamp Quail   Coturnix ypsilophora   2 pairs Tiritiri Matangi on 19th.

Common Pheasant   Phasianus colchicus   One en route (Cliff) on 18th and a male en route on 21st.

GEESE, SWANS & DUCKS - Anatidae

Cape Barren Goose   Cereopsis novaehollandiae   A pair + a chick St Anne's Lagoon on 25th.

Greylag Goose   Anser anser   A few flew over the bus en route on 20th (Harold).

[Greater] Canada Goose   Branta canadensis   12+ en route on 23rd, c.25 down from Arthur's Pass en route on
25th and 10+ various sites on 29th.

Black Swan   Cygnus atratus   Noted on 8 days, with max. 35+ on various lakes and pools on 20th, 100+ Taupo
Lake on 21st, plenty on the coast en route on 25th and plenty en route on 5th.

Blue Duck   Hymenolaimus malacorhynchos   5 ads + 2 ducklings Manganuioteau River on 22nd.

Paradise Shelduck   Tadorna variegata   Noted daily except on 24th and 27th, max. 80-100 en route on 21st,
70+ various sites on 23rd, ÔheapsÕ on 26th, plentiful on 28th, 50+ various sites on 30th, plenty en
route on 1st and plenty en route on 3rd.

Mallard   Anas platyrhynchos   Noted daily and widely in variable number except on 24th.

Pacific Black Duck / Grey Duck   Anas superciliosa   Birds showing good characteristics of the species were seen
on 2 days, with 2 Lake Taupo on 21st and 1 Lake Poaka on 29th.

Australasian Shoveler   Anas rhynchotis   Seen on 6 days: two single females Miranda on 20th, a female en route
on 23rd, 3+ St Anne's Lagoon on 25th, a male Lake Poaka on 29th, 1 in flight en route on 1st, and
6+ en route on 3rd.

Grey Teal   Anas gracilis   About 20 including chicks St Anne's Lagoon on 25th, 15-20 Lake Poaka on 29th and a
few en route on 30th.

Auckland [Brown] Teal   Anas aucklandica   1 Tiritiri Matangi on 19th.

New Zealand Scaup   Aythya novaeseelandiae   Quite common and widespread: noted on 13 days, including 150+
Rotorua on 20th, c. 20 St Anne's Lagoon on 25th, 15-20 various sites on 29th and 150+ en route on
30th.

PENGUINS - Spheniscidae

Fiordland [Crested] Penguin   Eudyptes pachyrhynchus   7 Monro Beach & 21+ Robinson Crusoe Beach on
27th, plus 1 swimming past Ship Creek beach on 28th.

Yellow-eyed Penguin   Megadyptes antipodes   Two Curio Bay on 1st, and one skittish bird Bunker Island on
2nd.

Fairy/Little/Blue Penguin   Eudyptula minor   Seen on 6 days: 2 Tiritiri Matangi on 19th, 6-7 Queen Charlotte
Sound on 23rd, 7-8 Otago Peninsula on 30th, 15-20 Stewart Island on 1st, c.10 on the Stewart Island
pelagic on 2nd and 1 Oban on 3rd.

ALBATROSSES - Diomedeidae

Royal Albatross   Diomedea epomophora   At Kaikoura 3-4 a.m. & 4-5 p.m. were, unusually, all of the northern
form, sanfordi. on 24th, 1 also a Northern form on the whale-watching trip there on 25th, and more
normally, 4-5 adults flying near the colony Taiaroa Head on 30th.

[Gibson's] Wandering Albatross   Diomedea exulans gibsoni   Noted on 4 days: at Kaikoura, at least 9 a.m. and
7 p.m. on 24th, 5+ whale-watching trip there on 25th, and 2, probably Wandering rather than
Southern Royal in the Foveaux Strait from the aircraft on 1st, and 1-2 distantly but also probably this
species on the Stewart Island pelagic on 2nd. A ringed bird at Kaikoura in the afternoon.

[Antipodean] Wandering Albatross   Diomedea exulans antipodensis   Two Kaikoura a.m. on 24th were notably
browner than the above.

Black-browed Albatross   Thalassarche melanophrys   An adult and an immature a.m. and an immature p.m. at
Kaikoura on 24th were all of the sub-Antarctic melanophrys race.

[White-capped] Shy Albatross   Thalassarche cauta cauta   One or two Cook Strait on 22nd, 3 both a.m. and
p.m. at Kaikoura were lovely on 24th, 1 there on the whale-watching trip on 25th, and 30-40 adults
on the Stewart Island pelagic on 2nd.
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[Salvin's] Shy Albatross   Thalassarche cauta salvini   Several in the Cook Strait on 22nd, and 2 a.m. but at
least 7 p.m. were superb birds at Kaikoura on 24th & 1 whale-watching trip there on 25th.

PETRELS & SHEARWATERS - Procellariidae

Northern/Hall's Giant Petrel   Macronectes halli   Giant petrels were noted on 6 days: all specifically identified at
Kaikoura were Northerns, while the rest are assumed to be this species: one dark morph Cook Strait
on 22nd, c. 25 both a.m. and p.m. Kaikoura on 24th, 10+ whale-watching trip there on 25th, 2+
Monroes Beach on 27th, 5+ dark birds near or past the Nugget Point lighthouse on 1st, and a few
distant birds on the Stewart Island pelagic on 2nd.

Cape/Pintado Petrel   Daption capense   One Cook Strait on 22nd, c. 60 a.m. but only c. 15 p.m. Kaikoura, but
including one S race bird on 24th, 20+ whale-watching trip there on 25th, at least two of the northern
form on the Stewart Island pelagic on 2nd.

Broad-billed Prion   Pachyptila vittata   A single sped past the boat on the Stewart Island pelagic on 2nd.

Fairy Prion   Pachyptila turtur   Seen on 5 days: many dozens Cook Strait on 22nd, 2-3000 Queen Charlotte
Sound on 23rd, 60-80 a.m. and 35-45 p.m. Kaikoura on 24th, 10+ whale-watching trip there on 25th,
and plenty from the back of the boat after dark Stewart Island on 1st.

Great-winged / Grey-faced Petrel   Pterodroma macroptera / gouldi   Two a.m. Kaikoura eluded the group, but 2
p.m. there fortunately did not on 24th, nor 1 on whale-watching trip on 25th. Although the world list
we use includes the endemic New Zealand-breeding gouldi within great-winged petrel, many authors
consider it is a separate species.

Mottled Petrel   Pterodroma inexpectata   One briefly from the back of the boat after dark Stewart Island on 1st.

Black-winged Petrel   Pterodroma nigripennis   One from p.m. Kaikoura pelagic on 24th.

White-chinned Petrel   Procellaria aequinoctialis   Two-three a.m. Kaikoura on 24th.

Westland [Black] Petrel   Procellaria westlandica   60+ a.m. and 40+ p.m. Kaikoura on 24th, 15+ whale-
watching trip there on 25th, and a few very dark petrels, probably this species offshore from Nugget
Point lighthouse on 1st.

Buller's Shearwater   Puffinus bulleri   Three Queen Charlotte Sound on 23rd were poorly seen, as was 1 a.m.
Kaikoura on 24th, but 3 there p.m. that day gave terrific views.

Fluttering Shearwater   Puffinus gavia   6-7 Cook Strait on 22nd, 100s Queen Charlotte Sound on 23rd.

Hutton's Shearwater   Puffinus huttoni   Many 1000s en route to Kaikoura on 23rd, 2000+ Kaikoura a.m. and
100+ there p.m. on 24th, 30+ whale-watching trip there on 25th, and 10-15 shearwaters offshore from
the Nugget Point lighthouse on 1st were probably this species.

Sooty Shearwater   Puffinus griseus   4-5 Cook Strait on 22nd, 2 p.m. Kaikoura on 24th, several hundred, mostly
distant, but a good number fairly close too, on the Stewart Island pelagic on 2nd.

Flesh-footed Shearwater   Puffinus carneipes   10+ large dark shearwaters, presumed to be this species, Cook
Strait on 22nd, 7-8 Queen Charlotte Sound also presumed to be this species on 23rd, but 2 a.m. and
3 p.m. Kaikoura were definitely this species on 24th.

DIVING-PETRELS - Pelecanoididae

Common Diving-petrel   Pelecanoides urinatrix   Max. 10 Queen Charlotte Sound on 23rd, a diving petrel,
probably this species, from the boat in the dark Stewart Island on 1st, and 4-5 on the Stewart Island
pelagic on 2nd.

GREBES - Podicipedidae

New Zealand Grebe/Dabchick   Poliocephalus rufopectus    3 Rotorua on 20th, 15+ Taupo Lake on 21st.

Great Crested Grebe   Podiceps cristatus   4 Lake Pearson on 25th, 1 Lake Ianthe on 26th.

IBISES & SPOONBILLS - Threskiornithidae

Royal Spoonbill   Platalea regia   Seen on 7 days: 8 Miranda on 20th, 8 in flight Wellington on 22nd, 50+ en
route on 23rd, 2 Okarito on 26th, 5 in estuaries en route on 30th, 12 in colony Nugget Point
lighthouse and another 10+ in estuaries en route on 1st, 6+ en route on 3rd.

HERONS & BITTERNS - Ardeidae

Great [White] Egret   Ardea alba   One in flight nr Hokitika on 25th, 1 en route & 3 Okarito on 26th, and 1 en
route (Julie) on 29th.



The Travelling Naturalist & Limosa Holidays   New Zealand, November-December 08 Trip Report

22

White-faced Heron   Egretta novaehollandiae   Quite common and recorded on 12 days, with max. 100+ Miranda
& area on 20th and 25+ en route on 1st.

Pacific Reef Heron   Egretta sacra   1 in flight en route to Tiritiri Matangi on 19th.

GANNETS & BOOBIES - Sulidae

Australasian Gannet   Morus serrator   2000+ Muriwai on 18th, 20-30 Tiritiri Matangi on 19th, at least 4 Cook
Strait on 22nd, 15-20 Queen Charlotte Sound and 1 en route to Kaikoura on 23rd, 1 near Kaikoura en
route on 25th, 1 Hokitika on 26th, 3 adults near Taiaroa Head on 30th, 6+ from shore at lunch
Papatowai on 1st, and a few from plane en route back on 3rd (Kate).

CORMORANTS - Phalacrocoracidae

Little Pied Cormorant / Little Shag   Phalacrocorax melanoleucos   Quite common and widespread in small
number; noted on 15 days with max. several Miranda and 100+ Rotorua on 20th.

Little Black Cormorant/Shag   Phalacrocorax sulcirostris   Rather local; seen on 5 days with 1 en route (Anne)
on 19th, 7 Miranda and 50+ Rotorua on 20th, 1 Taupo Lake on 21st, 2 Wellington Harbour on 22nd
and 7 salinas en route on 23rd.

Australian Pied Cormorant/Shag   Phalacrocorax varius   Quite common and widespread, and seen on 11 days,
with max. 25+ en route + Tiritiri Matangi on 19th, plenty Miranda and Rotorua on 20th, 10-15
Queen Charlotte Sound on 23rd and 20+ Kaikoura on 24th.

Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo   Only in small numbers on 4 days: 1 in flight en route on 22nd, 1
Moeraki Wilderness Lodge + 1 Monroes Beach on 27th, 5+ en route on 3rd and 1 Milford Sound on
4th.

Spotted Shag   Leucocarbo punctatus   Noted on 7 days: max. 10+ Queen Charlotte Sound and 30+ inc chicks en
route to Kaikoura on 23rd, lots Otago Peninsula on 30th, lots Nugget Point lighthouse area on 1st
and plenty on the Stewart Island pelagic on 2nd.

Rough-faced Shag / NZ King Shag   Leucocarbo carunculatus   c.60 Queen Charlotte Sound included juveniles
on 23rd is an excellent total for this extremely rare endemic.

Stewart Island/Bronze Shag   Leucocarbo chalconotus   Noted on 3 days: 150+ Taiaroa Head on 30th, 5-6
evening cruise Stewart Island on 1st, and lots, including a large colony on an offshore islet, on the
Stewart Island pelagic on 2nd.

FALCONS & allies - Falconidae

New Zealand Falcon   Falco novaeseelandiae   Seen on 3 days: 1 Pureora Forest on 21st, a super pair Moeraki
Wilderness Lodge on 27th, and 1 Lake Ohau Lodge on 30th (Sue).

HAWKS, EAGLES & allies - Accipitridae

Swamp/Australasian Harrier   Circus approximans   Common, widespread and seen on 16 days, with max. 15+
various sites on 21st, 12+ en route on 25th, 15-20 various sites on 26th, 20+ en route on 28th, 10-15
various sites on 29th and 15+ en route on 30th.

RAILS, CRAKES & COOTS - Rallidae

Weka   Gallirallus australis   Four adults + 2 chicks Queen Charlotte Sound on 23rd, and two single adults, a
pair plus 2 chicks and an adult plus 1 chick on Ulva Island on 2nd.

Spotless Crake   Porzana tabuensis   2-3 Tiritiri Matangi on 19th (Cliff & Kate) were all too brief.

Purple Swamphen   Porphyrio porphyrio   Quite common and widespread in lowland pastures; seen on 10 days
with max. 25+ various sites on 18th, 30+ various sites on 20th, plenty en route on 25th, lots en
route on 26th, plenty en route on 28th and 15+ en route on 1st.

Takahe   Porphyrio hochstetteri   1 (called Greg!) on Tiritiri Matangi on 19th was our only record.

Eurasian/Common Coot   Fulica atra   Only seen 2 days: 6 St Anne's Lagoon on 25th, 1 en route on 26th.

OYSTERCATCHERS - Haematopidae

South Island [Pied] Oystercatcher   Haematopus finschi   Quite common and widespread, even inland in S
Island. Noted on 12 days with max. 200-300 Miranda on 20th, 25+ en route on 25th and plenty en
route on 3rd.

Variable Oystercatcher   Haematopus unicolor   Also widespread but coastal. Noted on 12 days with max 12+ en
route + Tiritiri Matangi on 19th, 2-3 pairs Miranda on 20th, several various sites on 26th, 2 Monroes
Beach & 4+ Robinson Crusoe Beach on 27th, and 20+ along coast and evening cruise Stewart island
on 1st. While more pied in the N, all were black in the S.
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STILTS & AVOCETS - Recurvirostridae

Australian/White-headed/Pied Stilt   Himantopus leucocephalus   Quite common and widespread and seen on 10
days. Max. 200+ Miranda on 20th, 20+ Lake Grasmere salinas en route on 23rd, 10 including
hybrids on 29th and 8-10 en route on 30th.

Black Stilt   Himantopus novaezelandiae   1 immature Lake Poaka & 1 juvenile Tasman River on 29th.

PLOVERS & LAPWINGS - Charadriidae

Masked Lapwing / NZ Spur-winged Plover   Vanellus miles   Common and very widespread, especially in
pastures. Noted on 15 days with max. 20+ en route on 21st, 22nd and 23rd, plus lots en route on
25th, 26th, 28th, 29th, 30th, 1st, 3rd, and 5th.

Double-banded Plover / Banded Dotterel   Charadrius bicinctus   Seen on 5 days: a pair at the salinas and 5+ on
the shore en route to Kaikoura on 23rd, 3 Kaikoura (Cliff) on 24th, 10+ Lake Poaka & 3 adults + 2
chicks Tasman River on 29th, 4+ Stewart Island airstrip on 1st, and an adult + a juvenile there on
3rd.

Wrybill   Anarhynchus frontalis   About 140 Miranda on 20th, and 1 in the salinas en route on 23rd.

SANDPIPERS, SNIPES & allies - Scolopacidae

Bar-tailed Godwit   Limosa lapponica   1500-2000 Miranda on 20th, 51 Okarito on 26th, and 2-300 in flight
Otago Peninsula (Kate) on 30th.

Red Knot   Calidris canutus   300+ Miranda on 20th is our only record.

Red-necked Stint   Calidris ruficollis   2 Miranda on 20th is our only record.

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper   Calidris acuminata   A minimum of 9 Miranda on 20th is our only record.

GULLS, TERNS & SKIMMERS - Laridae

Kelp Gull   Larus dominicanus   The most widespread gull, and seen daily in low Ð moderate number.

Red-billed Gull   Larus scopulinus   The most abundant shoreline gull. Noted on 15 days 100s breeding Rotorua
on 20th, 100s in Cook Strait and Marlborough Sound on 22nd, abundant various sites on 23rd and
Kaikoura on 24t, and 25th, plentiful Dunedin and Otago Peninsula on 30th, along the coast on 1st,
on the Stewart Island pelagic on 2nd, and en route on 3rd.

Black-billed Gull   Larus bulleri   The inland, freshwater gull. Noted on 8 days with 35+ Miranda on 20th, c. 30
en route to Kaikoura on 23rd, 1 Rangaiora on 25th, 10+ Okarito on 26th, 7 en route on 28th, a few
en route on 30th, 1000+ en route on 3rd, and 100s, mainly in one good colony, en route on 5th.

Caspian Tern   Hydroprogne caspia   A pair Tiritiri Matangi on 19th and 7 Miranda on 20th.

White-fronted Tern   Sterna striata   The common coastal tern. Noted on 12 days with 50+ Muriwai on 18th,
25+ Tiritiri Matangi+ on 19th, 70+ Miranda on 20th, c. 30 en route to Kaikoura on 23rd, 30+ in
colony Barney's Rock, Kaikoura on 24th, plenty Kaikoura on 25th, 2 Hokitika on 26th, plenty
Monroes Beach on 27th, plenty Ship Creek on 28th, a few Otago Peninsula on 30th, 45+ lunch
Papatowai estuary and 25+ evening cruise Stewart Island on 1s, and plenty on the Stewart Island
pelagic on 2nd.

Black-fronted Tern   Chlidonias albostriata   The inland freshwater tern; noted on 5 days with c. 10 Klondyke
Corner on 25th, 5-6 Ahururi River valley on 28th, 10+ various sites on 29th, 1 en route near Lake
Ohau Lodge on 30th and a few en route on 5th.

SKUAS - Stercorariidae

Subantarctic/Brown Skua   Stercorarius antarcticus   At least 8 different birds on or around the Bench and
Bunker Islets on the Stewart Island pelagic on 2nd.

Arctic Skua / Parasitic Jaeger   Stercorarius parasiticus   Noted on 5 days, with 2 dark morph juveniles Queen
Charlotte Sound on 23rd, single dark and intermediate morphs a.m. and a light morph p.m. Kaikoura
on 24th, 5+ Monroes Beach on 27th, plenty Ship Creek on 28th and 2 chasing terns offshore at lunch
Papatowai estuary on 1st.

PIGEONS & DOVES - Columbidae

Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon   Columba livia   Common and widespread in towns and a few cliff areas. Feral pigeons
were noted on 14 days.

Spotted Dove   Streptopelia chinensis   One flew over en route on 18th.
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New Zealand Pigeon   Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae   Common and widespread in good forest. Seen on 13 days
especially the Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 27th and Ulva and Stewart Islands on 2nd and 3rd.

PARROTS & allies - Psittacidae

Kea   Nestor notabilis   Recorded on 5 days: 2 Arthur's Pass on 25th, 1 Sentinel Rock, Franz Josef Glacier & 1
Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 26th, 1 Moeraki Wilderness Lodge + several heard Monro Beach walk
on 27th, 1 Mt Cook on 29th, and a min. of 7 Homer Tunnel on 4th.

New Zealand Kaka   Nestor meridionalis   Noted on 6 days: 6-7 Pureora Forest on 21st, heard Monro Beach walk
and 2 seen p.m. on 27th, 4 Kaikoura Peninsula on 28th, several Stewart Island on 1st, several there
again and 6+ Ulva Island on 2nd and 1+ Oban on 3rd.

Yellow-crowned Parakeet   Cyanoramphus auriceps   Noted on 5 days with 4-8 Pureora Forest on 21st, 2
Manganuioteau River (John) on 22nd, a parakeet, probably this sp. Queensberry (Cliff) on 28th, 1
Stewart Island (Sue) on 2nd, and heard Mirror Lakes on 4th.

Red-fronted Parakeet   Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae   6+ Tiritiri Matangi on 19th and 8-10 Ulva Island on 2nd.

CUCKOOS - Cuculidae

Long-tailed Cuckoo/Koel   Urodynamis taitensis   Heard Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 27th, and heard Haast
Pass on 28th.

Shining Bronze Cuckoo   Chrysococcyx lucidus   Two heard Pureora Forest on 21st, 2 seen and others heard
Manganuioteau River plus 1 en route on 22nd, heard Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 27th, one flew
over at breakfast Stewart Island on 2nd, and 1 very briefly en route on 3rd.

OWLS - Strigidae

Little Owl   Athene noctua   1 en route on 3rd.

Morepork   Ninox novaeseelandiae   At least 2 heard Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 27th.

KINGFISHERS - Alcedinidae

Sacred Kingfisher   Todiramphus sanctus   Uncommon in the N and very uncommon in the S: 1 near Muriwai on
18th, 3-4 Tiritiri Matangi on 19th, 1 en route on 20th, 1 Pureora Forest on 21st, 3+ en route on
22nd, 1 en route on 1st and 1 Ulva Island (Anne) on 2nd.

NEW ZEALAND WRENS - Acantisittidae

Rifleman   Acanthisitta chloris   5-7 Haast Pass on 28th, a pair Mt Cook on 29th, a pair Ulva Island on 2nd and a
pair Cascade Creek & a female Mirror Lakes on 4th.

New Zealand/South Island Rockwren   Xenicus gilviventris   3 Homer Tunnel on 4th.

HONEYEATERS - Meliphagidae

Stitchbird   Notiomystis cincta   12+ Tiritiri Matangi on 19th.

New Zealand Bellbird   Anthornis melanura   Noted on 10 days: e.g. abundant Tiritiri Matangi on 19th, plenty
Moeraki Wilderness Lodge+ on 27th and plentiful Ulva Island on 2nd.

Tui   Prosthemadera novaeseelandiae   Very common in native forest and noted on 13 days. Abundant Tiritiri
Matangi on 19th, lots Pureora Forest on 21st, plenty Manganuioteau River on 22nd, lots various
sites on 26th, lots Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 27th, plenty various sites on 28th, abundant Ulva
Island on 2nd and several Stewart Island on 3rd.

AUSTRALASIAN WARBLERS - Acanthizidae

Grey Gerygone / Warbler   Gerygone igata   Quite common and widespread. Noted on 11 days at numerous sites,
and their lovely warbling song became quite familiar.

Yellowhead   Mohoua ochrocephala   One seen well Haast Pass (Anne) on 28th, and two seen well by half the
group Ulva Island on 2nd.

Whitehead   Mohoua albicilla   8+ Tiritiri Matangi on 19th, a few Pureora Forest including juveniles on 21st and
a few heard singing Manganuioteau River on 22nd.

Pipipi / New Zealand Brown Creeper   Finschia novaeseelandiae   Two Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 27th and
10-12 Ulva Island on 2nd.

WATTLED-CROWS - Callaeatidae

Kokako   Callaeas cinereus   1-2 pairs Tiritiri Matangi on 19th, and 1 seen and another also heard Pureora Forest
on 21st.
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Saddleback   Philesturnus carunculatus   10+ of the N race on Tiritiri Matangi on 19th and 5-6 of the South
Island race Ulva Island on 2nd.

BUTCHERBIRDS & allies - Cracticidae

Australian Magpie   Gymnorhina tibicen   An introduced species widespread in small number almost throughout;
noted on 14 days.

FANTAIL-FLYCATCHERS - Rhipiduridae

New Zealand Fantail   Rhipidura fuliginosa   Not very common and only frequent in the S. Noted on 8 days with
1 en route (Cliff) on 18th, 4+ Pureora Forest on 21st, 1 Sentinel Rock, Franz Josef Glacier on 26th, 3
Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 27th, 3 Ship Creek & 5+ Haast Pass on 28th, a few seen and plenty
heard Ulva Island on 2nd, 1 Lake Mistletoe (Kate) on 3rd and 5 various sites on 4th.

CROWS, JAYS & MAGPIES - Corvidae

Rook   Corvus frugilegus   c.20 Miranda on 20th and 2 en route on 21st.

AUSTRALASIAN ROBINS - Petroicidae

Tomtit   Petroica macrocephala   Seen on 8 days: 6+ Pureora Forest on 21st, a few various sites on 26th, 2-3
Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 27th, a few en route various sites on 28th, a male Mt Cook on 29th, a
few seen and plenty heard Ulva island on 2nd, 3 Lake Mistletoe (Kate) on 3rd, and 2 en route & 1
Mirror Lakes on 4th.

New Zealand Robin   Petroica australis   Noted on 4 days: 7+ Tiritiri Matangi on 19th and 1 Pureora Forest on
21st were of the drabber N race, while brighter S race birds were common on Ulva Island on 2nd, plus
1 seen & others heard Cascade Creek on 4th.

SWALLOWS & MARTINS - Hirundinidae

Welcome Swallow   Hirundo neoxena   Common and widespread in small Ð moderate number, and noted on 16
days at numerous sites.

LARKS - Alaudidae

Eurasian/Common Skylark   Alauda arvensis   Abundant and widespread in grasslands. Noted on 15 days.

OLD WORLD WARBLERS - Sylviidae

New Zealand Fernbird   Megalurus punctatus   Just 1 seen and its mate heard Pureora Forest on 21st.

WHITE-EYES - Zosteropidae

Silvereye   Zosterops lateralis   Quite common and widespread but rather elusive; seen on 9 days, mostly in South
and Stewart Islands.

STARLINGS - Sturnidae

Common/Indian Myna   Acridotheres tristis   Noted on 4 days in N Island. Plenty en route on 18th, plenty
Tiritiri Matangi on 19th, common throughout on 20th, and lots various sites on 21st.

Common/European Starling   Sturnus vulgaris   Abundant, widespread and seen daily throughout.

THRUSHES - Turdidae

Common Blackbird   Turdus merula   Common, widespread and seen daily except 24th.

Song Thrush   Turdus philomelos   Common Ð abundant, widespread and seen daily.

OLD WORLD SPARROWS & allies - Passeridae

House Sparrow   Passer domesticus   Common, widespread and seen daily around towns in small Ð moderate
number.

ACCENTORS - Prunellidae

Dunnock / Hedge Accentor   Prunella modularis   Quite common, widespread and noted on 13 days, but under-
recorded.

WAGTAILS & PIPITS - Motacillidae

New Zealand Pipit   Anthus novaeseelandiae   Noted on 5 days: 1 Miranda on 20th, 5-6 Pureora Forest on 21st, 2
en route on 22nd, 1 Tasman River on 29th and 1 Te Anau Downs on 3rd.

FINCHES & allies - Fringillidae

Common Chaffinch   Fringilla coelebs   Becoming abundant in the S; widespread and noted daily except on 19th.
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European Greenfinch   Carduelis chloris   Widespread in generally small number; noted on 15 days.

European Goldfinch   Carduelis carduelis   Also widespread in small-moderate number; noted on 15 days.

Lesser Redpoll   Carduelis [flammea] cabaret   Remarkably common and widespread considering the UK status.
Noted on 13 days, commonest in S. Birds seemed to show plumage types more similar to British
and C European Lessers than Common / Mealy Redpolls.

BUNTINGS, NEW WORLD SPARROWS & allies - Emberizidae

Yellowhammer   Emberiza citrinella   Also remarkably common and widespread considering the UK status. Noted
on 14 days, being commonest in the S.

MAMMALS - MAMMALIA

CUSCUSES & BRUSHTAIL POSSUMS - Phalangeridae

Common Brushtail Possum   Trichosurus vulpecula   A terrible pest to native forests, a few near the front of the
group were ÔluckyÕ to see a live one while walking to Ocean Beach at night on 1st, otherwise almost
daily roadkill.

RABBITS & HARES - Leporidae

European Rabbit   Oryctolagus cuniculus   Also a major pest, noted on 8 days, especially in the drier C parts of
S Islands.

Brown/European Hare   Lepus europaeus   1 Lake Poaka, 1 en route & 3+ roadkills on 29th.

SEALIONS / EARED SEALS - Otariidae

New Zealand Fur Seal   Arctocephalus forsteri   Quite common around rocky coasts, but especially in the S.
Noted on 10 days, with max. of abundant on coast en route to Kaikoura on 23rd, abundant Kaikoura
on 24th and 25th, 30-40 KnightÕs Point on 28th, abundant along coast, especially Nugget Point on
1st, abundant on rocky coasts Stewart Island pelagic on 2nd, and 45-40 Milford Sound on 4th.

Hooker's/New Zealand Sealion   Phocarctos hookeri   A female Otago Peninsula on 30th.

WEASELS & allies - Mustelidae

Stoat   Mustela erminea   Another terrible pest. One ran across the road en route on 5th.

Ferret   Mustela furo   One roadkill on 22nd is our only record.

MOONRATS & HEDGEHOGS - Erinaceidae

Western Hedgehog   Erinaceus europaeus   A number of roadkills noted on several days in S Island.

MARINE DOLPHINS - Delphinidae

Killer Whale / Orca   Orcinus orca   A distant male & 3+ females en route to Tiritiri Matangi on 19th was a
brilliant find by Cliff.

(Common) Bottle-nosed Dolphin   Tursiops truncatus   3+ just of Tiritiri Matangi on 19th were seen by a few, as
were the 5-6 Milford Sound on 4th.

Dusky Dolphin   Lagenorhynchus obscurus   These delightful and attractive animals were seen on 4 days: 3
Marlborough sound entrance on 22nd, c. 20 Queen Charlotte Sound on 23rd, noted both a.m. and
p.m. Kaikoura on 24th, and lots from the whale-watching boat and along the coast en route from
Kaikoura on 25th.

Southern Right Whale Dolphin   Lissodelphis peronii   3-4 at Kaikoura (Cliff) were a very unexpected bonus
p.m., given that they are seen approximately once a year at Kaikoura and hadn't been seen by our
skipper there for 6-7 years! [And never by our guides, to their chagrin!]

Hector's Dolphin   Cephalorhynchus hectori   10-12 Ship Creek on 28th were a fine, if somewhat distant sight.

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS - REPTILIA & AMPHIBIA

McCann's Skink   Oligosoma mccanni   Two Queensberry on 28th is our only record.

Whistling/Brown Tree Frog   Litoria ewingi   15+ tadpoles probably of this species Ship Creek on 28th.

BUTTERFLIES - LEPIDOPTERA
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Typical Whites - subf: Pierinae

Small White   Pieris rapae   Not uncommon in warm weather. Noted on 7 days with a few Miranda on 20th, a few
Pureora Forest on 21st, several various sites on 23rd, 1 Lake Ianthe on 26th, a few en route on 28th,
several en route on 1st, and lots en route on 3rd.

Coppers - subf: Lycaeninae

Common Copper   Lycaena salustius   One Monroes Beach on 27th is our only record.

Boulder Copper   Lycaena [=Bouldenaria] boldenarum   A few, probably this species, Miranda on 20th, a few
Hinau Walk on 25th, 6+ Queensberry on 28th, and abundant Mt Cook on 29th.

Blues & Opals - subf: Polyommatinae

Common Grass Blue / NZ Common Blue   Zizina labradus   Just one or two Miranda on 20th and 1 Pureora
Forest on 21st.

NZ Southern Blue   Zizina [labradus] oxleyi   One Mt Cook on 29th is our only record.

Monarchs & allies - subf:  Danainae

Monarch   Danaus plexippus   One along coast en route to Kaikoura on 23rd.

Vanessids & smaller Fritillaries - subf:  Nymphalinae

New Zealand Red Admiral   Vanessa gonerilla   Seen on 5 days: 1 Pureora Forest on 21st, 1 Lake Ianthe on
26th, 3-4 Robinson Crusoe Beach on 27th, a few various sites on 28th, and 2 Mt Cook on 29th.

Black Mountain Ringlet   Percnodaimon merula   Two (seen by a lucky few) Mt Cook on 29th.

MOTHS - LEPIDOPTERA

TIGER, ERMINE, FOOTMAN MOTHS & allies - ARCTIIDAE

New Zealand Magpie-moth   Nyctemera amica   Lots Pureora Forest on 21st, 1 Twizel on 29th, 1 Dunedin hotel
on 30th.

DAMSELFLIES & DRAGONFLIES - ODONATA

BLUE-TAILED & RED DAMSELFLIES - Coenagrionidae

New Zealand Blue Damselfly   Austrolestes colensonis   2 Pureora Forest on 21st & 1 Lake Ianthe on 26th.

New Zealand Red Damselfly   Xanthocnemis zealandica   Noted on 6 days: 1 Pureora Forest on 21st, plenty en
route on 22nd, plenty St Anne's Lagoon on 25th, 2+ Lake Ianthe on 26th, 1 Moeraki Wilderness
Lodge on 27th, and plenty Ship Creek on 28th.

CHASERS, SKIMMERS & DARTERS - Libellulidae

Red Percher   Diplacodes bipunctata   A few Robinson Crusoe Beach on 27th (Cliff) is our only record.

Devil's Darning-needle / Bush Giant   Uropetala carovei   A few Taupo Lake on 21st and 1 lunch en route
(Cliff) on 22nd.

‘Yellow-spotted’ Dragonfly   Procordulia grayi   Assuming all the identifications are correct (unlikely based on
brief views of most and could be either P. grayi or smithii) 1 Pureora Forest & a few Taupo Lake on
21st, a few lunch en route on 22nd and 3-4 (definitely grayi based on photos) Lake Ianthe on 26th.

Interesting sources on the ID of the group can be found at http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/tei-Bio25Tuat01-t1-
body-d3.html (see p. 19; but this is actually at odds with modern photos and IDs) and the wonderful photos of a
few species at http://photombo.net/gallery/dragonfly-wrl.html. The on-line paper at
http://rsnz.natlib.govt.nz/volume/rsnz_85/rsnz_85_02_002020.html confirms the ID beyond doubt.

OTHER SELECTED INSECTS - INSECTA

Southern Tussock Grasshopper   Sigaus australis   A few grasshoppers, probably of this species at Mt Cook on
29th.

White-tailed Bumblebee   Bombus lucorum   Abundant and widespread; noted on 11 days.

Manuka Beetle   Pyronota festiva   Two Mt Cook on 29th.
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Huhu Beetle   Prionoplus reticularis   A superb adult flew to the light on the back of the boat after the kiwi walk
on 1st. Well known as its huge grubs are a potential food source in desperate situations!

Sand Fly   Austrosimulium sp.   The infamous sandfly... Felt on 9 days with Plenty Queen Charlotte Sound on
23rd, various sites Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 26th, 100s Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 27th,
100s Ship Creek+ on 28th, a few Mt Cook on 29th, several Ocean Beach site on 1st, a few Ulva
Island on 2nd, Stewart Island on 3rd and plenty on 4th.

New Zealand Glow-worm   Arachnocampa luminosa   Plenty Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 26th.

OTHER SELECTED TAXA

Burrowing Mud Crab   Helice crassa   Abundant Miranda on 20th.

New Zealand Mussel   Perna canaliculus   If this is the correct species?!; Plenty of their enormous, colourful
shells at Miranda on 20th.

SELECTED FISH - PISCES

Rainbow Trout   Oncorhynchus mykiss   Several Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 27th is our only record.

Long-finned Eel   Anguilla reinhardtii   ÒTen-ishÓ Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 27th is our only record.

Whitebait   Galaxiid sp.   Plenty Ship Creek on 28th is our only record.

PLANTS

This is just a selected list of those that I remember we saw, though we saw more. There are a couple of good
websites for NZ flowers, including http://www.hebesoc.org/nz_plants_atoz/nz_plants_atoz.htm and
http://www.nzplantpics.com/ which are fun to browse.

Podocarps & other conifers

Kauri   Agathis australis

Mountain Toatoa / Mountain Celery Pine   Phyllocladus alpinus

Miro   Prumnopitys ferruginea

Kahikatea / White Pine   Dacrycarpus dacrydioides

Rimu / Red Pine  Dacrydium cupressinum

Silver Pine / Manoao   Manoao colensoi

Tree Ferns

Mamaku   Cyathea medullaris

Ponga / Silver Tree Fern   Cyathea dealbata

Katote / Soft Tree Fern   Cyathea smithii

Wheki   Dicksonia squarrosa

Flowering Trees & Shrubs

Cabbage Tree / Ti Kauka   Cordyline australis

Tree Tutu   Coriaria arborea

Southern Rata   Metrosideros umbellata

Stinkwood   Coprosma foetidissima

Lancewood   Pseudopanax ferox

Ngiao   Myoporum laetum

Rewarewa   Knightia excelsa

Tree Fuchsia / Kotukutuku   Fuchsia excorticata

Silver Beech   Nothofagus menziesii

Red Beech   Nothofagus xxx



The Travelling Naturalist & Limosa Holidays   New Zealand, November-December 08 Trip Report

29

Black Beech   Nothofagus xxx

Mountain Beech   Nothofagus solandri var. cliffortioides

Rangiora   Brachyglottis repanda

Heketara   Olearia rani

Mangrove / Manawa   Avicennia marina

Manuka   Leptospermum scoparium

Vines, Epiphytes & Mistletoes

Supplejack / Kareao   Ripogonum scandens

Puawhananga   Clematis paniculata

Bush Lawyer / Tataramoa   Rubus cissoides

Mistletoe   Peraxilla tetrapetala

Orchids

‘Bamboo’ orchid / Peka-a-waka    Earina mucronata  Sentinel Rock, Franz Josef Glacier on 26th, and Ulva
Island on 2nd.

‘Bamboo’ orchid   Earina autumnalis   Not in flower at various sites.

Lady’s Slipper Orchid   Winika (=Dendrobium) cunninghamii   Ulva Island on 2nd.

Greenhood Orchid / Tutukiwi   Pterostylis cf banksii   Sentinel Rock, Franz Josef Glacier on 26th, Ulva Island
on 2nd, and Milford Sound on 4th.

Greenhood Orchid sp.   Pterostylis cf cardiostigma   Cascade Creek on 4th.

A terrestrial species growing as an epiphyte!   Chiloglottis cornuta   Sentinel Rock, Franz Josef Glacier on 26th.

Common Onion Orchid   Microtis unifolia agg.   Nugget Point on 1st.

Spider Orchid   Corybus oblongus   Ulva Island on 2nd.

Iridaceae

Star Herb   Libertia pulchella   Monroes Beach on 27th.

Grasses & sedges

Hookgrass   Uncinia uncinata

Snow / Tussock Grass spp.   Chionochloa spp.

Ferns

Crown Fern   Blechnum discolor

Hen and Chickens Fern   Asplenium bulbiferum

Kidney Fern   Trichomanes reniforme

Other species

Creeping Pratia / Panakenake   Pratia ungulate   Monroes Beach on 27th.

NZ Violet   Viola lyallii    Monroes Beach on 27th.

Mountain Violet   Viola cunninghamii

Mt Cook Lily   Ranunculus lyallii

Montane umbellifer sp.    Gingidia montana

Montane daisy sp.   Celmisia sp.

NZ Harebell   Wahlenbergia albomarginata

Fragrant Hebe   Hebe cf odora

Wild Irishman / Matagouri   Discaria toumatou

Speargrass / Wild Spaniard   Aciphylla spp. including lyallii

Snowbell   Gaultheria crassa

Short mat plant with tiny semi-transparent tubular flowers   Pentachondra pumila

Giant Viper’s bugloss   Echium sp.
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Scabweed / Mat Daisy   Raoulia sp.  possibly Golden Scabweed  Raoulia australis   Queensberry on 28th.

FUNGI

Bracket Fungus   Unknown sp.   Several Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 27th and Ship Creek on 28th.

Stinkhorn Fungus   Aseroe rubra   Robinson Crusoe Beach (Cliff & John) on 27th is our only record.

See separate file for photos
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