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Introduction

Why New Zealand?The long links with the UK andthe transformationof the countryin large part
to a OEuropean@ndscapdbut very definitely with its own specificcharactermakeit an easy
destination.Friendly hard-workingpeople,good food and excellenttourist facilities, from the
simplestto the highestclassmeanitOsvery simplefor a visitor to comeand get straighton with
thingsin a familiar environment.

But sinceNew Zealandbroke awayfrom Gondwanalandgome80 million yearsago,meaningit was
mammal-freea hostof uniquecreatureevolvedon the islands,with the birds of coursebeingthe
largestand possiblymostextraordinaryof these While many havetragically beenlost, including the
mighty moasand HaastOEagle,many still remain,and despitemodernmanOsattemptsto eliminate
them throughthe transformationof the landscapesind introductionof numerousspeciesand
particularly land mammals fortunatelythe majority remainfor the enjoymentof future generations.
Kiwi, kokako,keaandkaka,weka,stitchbird,NZ bellbird, tui, rifleman, whitehead yellowheadanda
long list of othersareall uniqgueendemicbreedingbirds. But manyof theseonly just cling on with
frighteningly small populations,sometimesiow only on small predator-freaéslandsto wherethey
havebeentranslocatedor survival. The battle for survival continuesfor many still, with many
species@opulationsnumberingunder200, and only aggressiveonservatioractionis keepingthem
alive. The action necessaryincluding the use of 1080 poison,so hatedby the hunting fraternity in
particular,may have negativeshort-termeffects, but crucial mid- to long-termsones.LetOsope
that the powersthat be continueto considerthis biodiversity abovecollective interestsand that
moregroupsandindividuals,andaboveall the future generation®f New Zealandersg¢anlike us,
enjoy sucha terrific rangeof the unigueanimalsfound on thesemarvellousislands.

A quick note. The namesusedin the reportare somewhaflexible. Threebasicalternativesfor
namesmay be usedin New Zealandthoughno onesystemis truly correct,in a way! Maori namesare
uniqueandfrequentlyused,but very alien for thosefrom the otherside of the planet,so we tend
towardswhatwe know. Soa world list nameis mostlikely to be used,but this doesnGilwaysreflect
NZ generalusagewhich s obviouslybasedon local birds, e.g.mollymawks,lesserknot, spur-winged
plover, pigeon kingfisherandrobin, etc. So IOveusedwhat| considerto be the bestmiddle groundb
thosenamesmostreadily identifiable and comfortablefor the groupasa whole. Ah, andasno OsO-es
areusedfor pluralsin Maori, all Maori-basechamesremainin the singulare.g.onekiwi/500 kiwi.
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Daily diary

Sunday 16" / Monday 17" November transferfrom Heathrowtowards
Auckland.

Thoseof us going out on the official tour dateschecked-inwell in advanceandactuallyleft ontime
andgot into Hong Kong early. The 3 hoursherewere spentpassinga securitycheck(though
properly packedduty free goodswerethankfully allowedthrough!),sowe could at leasthavea few
walks aroundlooking at the samesort of shopsasyou seeat any internationalairport anywherein
the world. But infinitely betterthana holding roomthough,especiallysincetherewerea few large
butterfliesflopping aroundoutside,looking starkly out of placeby the aircraft and runways.We then
boardedagainandleft c. 45 minuteslate for our next 10-hourhaul...

Tuesday 18" November arrival Auckland,transferto hotelthen
Muriwai.

Brokencloud Auckland+ someshowerson arrival; largely sunnyMuriwai and windy, force 6-ish,
14%C.

Mark met us at the airport after weOdeventuallynegotiatedthe customsand bio-something-or-
othercheck,which consistedof taking CliffOsbootsoff to be pressure-cleaneandtaking Hugh and
KateOdaggageout to checkeverything.Stephencamethroughlate too, but hadbluffed his way
through,since Suehadbroughtthe casekey out with her 15 minutesbefore!

We boardedthe busandwere quite soonat our hotel, despitethe powerregulatoron the engine
keepingus at low speedor muchof the way Bto MarkOslisdainandto our pleasuresincewe could
contemplatemore of the extraordinarilyvariedflora in the vastcity of Auckland!In fact it was
extraordinaryto seesuchtemperateplant speciesasbirchesgrowing herein this subtropicallatitude
alongsidemonkeypuzzlesand a wealth of frost-sensitivespeciesThe cooling effect of the
surroundingoceanis the causewith temperaturesiimostneverrangingbeyondlimits of 12 b 25%C,
allowing year-roundgrowing conditions.

Everyoneelsewasin the hotel foyer whenwe arriveda little beforel p.m., andafter decantinginto
our roomsandevengrabbinga quick shower,we took a snacklunch beforeleavingat 2 for a short
drive to the W coast.Therolling, verdantgreenlandscapewith lush gardenggiving way to
increasinglylarge grasspasturegjaveus aninsightinto whatN islandis like, at leastin part,though
plenty of inter-tidal areasand fringing mangroveprovidedconsiderableontrast. A few birds enroute
includedAustralasiarHarrier, Purple Swamphenor Pukekoin Maori) andLittle Pied Cormorant
amongstmuch more numerousexotic fare.

The wind wasblowing hardjust at the coast,but evenfrom the buswe could seewe werein for a
treat. A healthyandincreasingAustralasianGannetcolony on the little promontoriesat Muriwai was
very active,mostbeingon eggs,with presumablyoungernon-breedingirds alsoscatteredacrossthe
steepslopesaround,including somejust feet away from the railings. Dozenswere constantlycoming
andgoing overheadoo, andtrying to land and planing pastjust feetor a few yardsaway, providing a
stunningspectacleA good colony of White-frontedTern nestsheretoo, thoughit was clear that
with so muchnest-buildingby the gannetswhich rip up the grassfrom the slopes,soleavingit as
baremud, they hadhadto move downthe cliffs a little to thoseeverfewer and smallergrassyareas!
A few breedingpairsof the quite ornateRed-billedGulls were presenttoo, thoughthe only other
seabirdsverea few ever-vigilantKelp Gulls cruisinghigh over, no doubtkeepinga watchfuleyeopen
for unprotectechests,anda Pied Cormorantwhich flew pastlow overthe breakersa little way out.

With the camerasnappingaway constantly time flew by andall too soonwe were on our way
back,with our first Kingfisher on telephonewires, severalAustralasiarHarriersagainin flight over
the short-graspasturesanda stopfor a few PurpleSwamphen#n aroadsidefield alsoallowedviews
backto a White-facedHeron standingon someoneQawn!

Backat five bjustleavingMark with time for the option of trying to getthe full powerof the bus
unleashedor the restof the trip-, thosewhoOdarrived on the morningO$ight were just holding out
still, but would we makeit to, andthroughdinner.....?We did!
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Wednesday 19™ November Tiri Tiri Matangilslandandferry
journeys.
Cloudywith occasionalsunnyspellspm, moderatebreeze 15-21v4C.

After a 7a.m.breakfastwe met at 8 for the shortwalk down to the local jetty to catchthe ferry to
Tiri Tiri Matangiisland. Anne hadgoneon aheadby mistake,but we met herthereandsincetheyOd
changedhe exactspotto catchthe ferry shewasableto putusright! . A few Red-billedGulls
livenedup the wharf area,anda few White-frontedTernsflew over, with a coupleof Pied Shagsalso
beingnoted.We finally left a little after nine, Auckland city centrenow behindus looking impressive
asabackdropto the water.A few birds were noteden routeto the nextstop,including Kelp and Red-
billed Gulls anda few AustralasianGannetsthoughCliffOssharpeyespicked out a group of rather
distantOrcas!A terrific find thoughsadlythey werejust too far for the restof the group.

A stopenroutesawus picking up a hordeof schoolkids, but the gentlecruiseto the mooringsite
flusheda Pacific ReefHeron,andits small dark form waswatchedflying awayfrom usalongthe
shoreuntil it finally disappeare@drounda little headlandA coupleof closeBottle-nosedDolphinsas
we disembarkedn Tiri Tiri Matangiislandwereall too brief too, but perhapsa good omenof things
to come?!

The cloud andstiff cool breezemeantthat birds were hardto seeon the slopescloseto the landing
stage,so we walked alongthe coastalpath,including a shortsectionor two of beach,andthencut
inland. The breezewasfar lesshereandwith the suntrying to peepthrough,the temperaturgose
notably,beingidealin the woodland.The trail turnedinto fantasticboardwalks andwe startedto
enjoy the local birds. Tui andNZ Bellbirds wereabundantput mostly very flighty, but the first of
severalWhiteheadsand Stitchbirdswere greatly appreciatedthe first of the Stitchbirdsbeinga pair
lockedin a fierce battle on the ground,a male hammeringthe other (perhapsa young male?)
occasionallyas they flappednoisily throughthe leaf-litter!

Walking and searchingevealedmore of the same but alsoa few more of the remarkablenumberof
endemicspeciesn theisland,including the ratherdully coloured,but very confiding New Zealand
Robins,including a recentlyfledgedchick, theimpressiveNZ Pigeon,andfinally, towardsthe end of
the walk nearthe lighthouse a seriesof key speciedn quick successionA pair of Red-fronted
Parakeetsttractedour attentionwhenthey droppeddown to feedin the grass,but a chunky bird
lumberingover themalertedMark, andwhenit called, so we walked straightpastthe parakeetgo try
andseea Kokako. It satin the top of a smalltree calling to its nearbymate,its headpoking above
the leaves revealingthe peculiarblue wattlesunderits beak.It soonmovedon though,leavingoneor
two of the party without views...We turnedto return,only to seethe parakeetsagainbriefly, thena
seriesof Tui andNZ Bellbirdsin adjacentlowering flax, andthenfinally, a calling bird haltedus and
we hadgoodviews of the North Islandsubspeciesf Saddlebackindeed,this wasthefirst of several
beforewe left the island.

Time wasreally pressingput aswe walkedtowardslunch andthe lighthouse so calling Kokako
attractedMarkf)attentionagain,so we diverteddown a track in their searchonly to revealmore
Saddlebackswalking backup, the schoolkids were noisily walking down, andshortly afterthemso
wasGreg.This is quite possiblythe mostfamousislander,andso we looked-onin amazemenasthe
Takahewalked purposefullystraightdown the pathandthroughmiddle of the groupBwhichpartedas
he went-, only pausingtowardsthe endfor a few photosbeforemoving on again! An extraordinary
sight!

We finally madeit for lunchin thelittle museumbehindthe gift shop(!), but time hadflown, sowe
wereoff fairly soonafterwardsjn the questfor our last possiblebirds ® Brown Teal and Spotless
Crake.As we setoff, a pair of diminutive Brown Quail wereon the trackin full view nearthe top,
thennearthe bottomwe satdown for alittle vigil. The pondwasvery overgrownaroundthe edges,
sowhile watchingthe anticsof the dabblingandup-endingBrown Teal, we satin the hopesof a crake
appearing..Onceagain,CliffOssharpeyespicked one out, andthentwo more,but sadly,all wereso
brief that no-oneelsecould seethemwith binoculars.As more day-tripperscamedown and either
stoodand/orchattedbehindus, it wasclearly too muchfor themandsadlythey neverreappeared.
Hey-ho!

It was choppieron the return,and apartfrom somedistantunidentified (but almostcertainly
Arctic) skuasvigorously chasingsomeunfortunatevictim way off in the distance anda few odd birds,
mostly Pied ShagandVariable Oystercatchergjothingelsenewwasseen.
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Thursday 20" November Transferto Taupovia Mirandaand RotorualLake area
Largely sunnyand fairly warm, but a cool breeze especiallyat Miranda (c. 15¥C)chilly clear
evening.

Therangeof contrastdan New Zealandwas exemplifiedby the changesn landscapesve sawtoday.
After finally leaving AucklandOsirbansprawlbehind,45 km from the city centre,we suddenly
enteredthe BombayHlills, andthendroppeddown to Miranda, on the First of Thamesfor our first
stop.

Roadsidebirding from the busrevealedour first properWattled Lapwingsand Pied Stilts, but aftera
brief pauseat the seabirdcentre(ostensiblyfor a comfort stop), we parkednearbyandthenwalked
out the few hundredmetresto a hide overlookinga waderroostsite. Despitea few White-faced
Herons, 100+ stilts and a female AustralasiarnShoveleren route, we didnOtawdletoo long sincea
largeflock of small palewaderswasflying around,andlookedtoo interestingto ignore! Indeed,we
werenOwvrong, andwe quickly realisedthatthesewerethe local flock of Wrybills, andsomel40+
were presentandamongthema handful of Sharp-tailedSandpiper@anda coupleof winter plumaged
Red-neckedstints! We concentratedn thesefor sometime asthey movedback andforth andasthe
tide camein, sothe remainingwaders,including largeflocks of Pied OystercatchersasterrBar-
tailed Godwit andRedKnot wereall pushedgraduallycloserto us. Otherbirds on the shell-richbank
in front includeda smallflock of Black-billed Gulls anda CaspianTern, with anadultandimmature
Royal Spoonbillflying in andthenrestingthereaswe watched.Six more of the latter eventuallyflew
in too, beforesettlingto rooston the ridge.

All of thesespeciesplus a flock of over 70 White-frontedTernswere also presenwhenwe
returnedafter lunch,andmanyhad comecloserallowing fine views, thoughour questfor New
ZealandDotterelwasin vain, despitehavingalsotried for themat two otherbeachspotsbefore(a
superb)picnic lunch, but wherewe did seea few Little PiedandPiedShagsanda New ZealandPipit
on the shore.

We finally draggedourselvesaway and startedthe long drive S. A shortstopto walk into the
sheepdodEh?!) at OcorrugatelonOs-villeG:Tirau) left us with little time at Rotorua.But this was
exceptionallFirstly, the steamrising from variousventsringed with densevegetationin the local
parkwasa peculiarsight, but the large numberof birds on the lake itself wasa greatsurprisein
comparisorto the generaldearthof birds elsewhereon good-lookingpoolsandlakes.Flocksof New
ZealandScaup Red-billedGulls andBlack Swansadornedhe water,while the treeson a smallisland
just yardsoffshorewerefestoonedvith breedingLittle Pied Shagswith numeroud.ittle Black Shags
andmassedreedingRed-billedGulls on the ground.This wasa photographer@light! Indeed time
wasrunningon fast,andthe New ZealandDabchickweOdeenasa silhouetteaswe arrived,had
gone...Or soit seemeduntil fortunatelyit reappearedh front of anotherisland, giving greatviews,
andaswe pulled away,two morewereoutin the openwaterin full sun.Terrific!

Our final stopwasat a OboilingnudGite, almoston the roadside This was spectacularwith globules
and spatteringf sticky Omud®eing erratically thrown up into the air asthe gasesrom underneath
finally, andnoisily, burstforth at the surface.Funto watch, but not too goodto dwell for long on
whatelsewashappeningunderground!

We reachedhe hotel at Taupoat 7:30 p.m., with just 15 minutessparebeforewe neededo bein
the restaurantp the road. But this was excellent,and after a filling mealwe walkedbackin chilly
conditionsto a well-earnedsleep,despitea coupleof very bright heavenlybodiesup in a largely clear
sky.

Friday 21* November transferto TongariroN.P. via PureoraForestand
Taupo Lake.
A largely cloudlessday; cool light-moderatebreezethroughout;5%.@t dawnup to ¢.20v4@.m.

We left just before6 a.m.in very chilly conditionsandheadedor the PureoraForestfor sunrise.A
little after,in fact. It waslight evenaswe left, andsomemist andfog slowedour progressput we
arrivedto chilly, but beautifulandstill conditions.The accesdrack wasclearly goodfor someof the
abundantCalifornian Quail, but thesewerelargely ignoredandwe soontuckedinto a superbpicnic
breakfasto the soundsof the forestwhich loomedoff to oneside.A Kokakowasgiving its slightly
eeriecalls from high in somepodocarptrees,but refusedto show, exceptbriefly, andasa silhouette.
This wasaccompaniect variousmomentsby the varioussqueakingtrillings andwhistlings of
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Whiteheads;Tomtits, Yellow-crownedParakeetsNew ZealandRobins,Silvereyesand Grey Warblers,
andon a few occasiondy the moreraucouscalls of Kaka, which flew overon a coupleof occasions.

A shortwalk revealeda numberof birds, including New ZealandPigeonsn flight, afine male
Tomtit and one of a pair of duettingFernbirdswhich turnedout to be the only oneswe saw. Stephen,
whoOadvalkeda little further aheadalsohadpoint blank views at a perchedAustralasiarHarrier. The
sunwasalsopulling out a few insects,including a numberof the boldly patternedNew ZealandMagpie
Moths, one of which wasdeftly caughtby Kate, but thenescapedvhenl tried to help showothers...

We reboardedhe busandafter a shortdrive stoppedfirst for a quick comfort stop,wherea
Whiteheadshowedperfectly, then againnot long after wherethe canopywas ratheropen. Two Kaka
flew pastoverheadbeforewe disembarkedthen continuedcalling noisily from somewheraleepin the
canopy.However,our hopeof seeingNew ZealandFalconwasalsosoonrealised whena calling bird
circled over the canopy,albeit ratherbriefly and distantly,beforedisappearingff. A tiny NZ Blue
butterfly restingon the groundwasalso notedbeforeheadingoff againandstartingwhatfelt like a
seeminglyendlessandrathertortuousroute throughthe foreston tracks! However,more harriers,a
few New ZealandPipits anda lovely pair of California Quail enroutewerewell seenandwe finally
reachedour destination.

A lovely trail goesdeepinto the forestandloopsroundover a small hill. This took about90
minutes,especiallysincewe stoppedso often to admirethe amazingabundancef fernsandtrees,
with innumerabletreeferns (of at least4 specieslandtrunk-coatingfilmy ferns perhapsof most
note, plus severaltowering podocarpstheir parasiticvinesand othertrees,which all admiredand
talkedabout.Mark wasa mine of informationandwhile a simplewalk herewould havebeena delight
in itself, it wassuperbgiven his live commentariesDespitecalling ShiningBronzeCuckoosbeing
heard,they nevershowed,unlike a coupleof pairsof marvellousNZ Fantails,the first of which were
difficult to watch,but thena pair droppeddown low over the back-marker@andgavea stunning
display.

Lunch wasanotherexcellentpicnic undera roastingsun,with plenty of birds, but particularlythe
ever-activeTuis anda few Tomtits and Silvereyesof mostnote.A tiny femaleNew ZealandBlue
Damselfly also attractedattention,thoughonly a few werefortunateto seea New ZealandRed
Admiral.

We finally decidedto moveon, noting increasingnumbersof the attractiveParadiseShelduckin the
fields, and stoppedfor a party of thesein roadsidefields. Thoughwary of usthey only flew whena
smalllorry camenoisily past.The irony beingthatthe lorry windscreenwas emblazonedvith the
word OSheldrake®Ve now put somekilometresbehindus, thoughmadea shortstop on the edgeof
Lake Taupo,which wasvery rewarding.A New ZealandDabchickwasa goodfirst find, but at least14
otherswerealsopresentplus >100Black Swans,a few Little Piedanda singleLittle Black Shag,two
White-facedHeronsanda coupleof distantprobableGrey Duck. The roundedwhite stonesalongthe
edgewerealsoof interest,sincethey werefloating alongthe shoreline!True pumicestone,andit was
amusingto seehow a rock canbob up anddown on the surfacewhenthrown out into deepemwater! A
few largerdragonflieswerealsocruisingaroundin the very warm sun.

The last sectionwas only punctuatedoy a shortstopto take picturesof the threevolcanic peaksof
Tongariro,Ngauruhoeand Ruapehuput with only minimal cloud andvarying amountsof snow, plus_
crystalclearskies,they formeda superbspectacleWe alsofailed to find TimOsunglasseghich heOd
droppedherelast year.

Alice hadagainarrivedin advanceandorganisedhe keys,sowe werequickly in our rooms, with a
little over an hour free beforethe call-overto coverthe pasttwo days.Dinner was not aslengthya
procedureasweOdeenwarned,thoughwith two legsof lamb per servingof lamb shank,thosewhoOd
takenthis option were simply overwhelmed!

We turnedin quite early after a long day andin preparationfor anotherslightly-earlier-than-normal
start...

Saturday 22" November  ManganuioteatRiver, via Wellington, ferry acrossCook Strait to
Picton.

Chilly start at Skotel,then16;C by river up to max.22%Clight-moderatebreezeon land, windy on
ferry.
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A bit of cloud overthe volcanoesdidnObodetoo well, combinedwith a chilly 10%Gtart,but we
soondroppeddown the side of the volcanic plateauand after almostan hour startedto search
sectionsof the Manganuiotealriver below us for Blue Duck. The brilliant sunshineandstiff breeze
meantit wasdifficult viewing, but the temperaturavasexcellentandwe werein andout of the bus
varioustimesin our search A calling ShiningBronzeCuckoosomehowevadedeingseendespite
yelling its headoff. Searchinchard| finally sawa Blue Duck, way off alongtheriver, but by thetime
the scopewasup andall were off the bus,it hadgone...

A few morechecksandfinally, therein theriver wasa duck. The scopewas calledfor again,anda
fine femaleMallard identified. Hm. The scopewas packedup, but thenasthis duck flew off, sotwo
otherducksmysteriouslyappearedn the middle of the river. The scopecameout again,andthere,
feedingin the middle weretwo superbadult Blue Ducks. Thesegaveus good,albeit slightly distant
views, but betterstill, while thosewith a gapthroughthe bushesverewatchingtheseupstreamso a
few otherswere checkingfurther downstreamand found not only anotherpair, but with two
ducklings.And beingright besidea bridge, afterthe shortwalk (or drive for the lessenergetic!)we had
superbviews of all four asthey swam,fed, perchedand preenedn theriver, andin glorioussunshine!

We watchedtheseat leisureasthey finally movedto a largerrock just far enoughawayto be totally
happywith our presenceln fact, we finally startedwalking away,this processspeededip by Mark
who with a few others,waswatchinga singing ShiningBronzeCuckoo.But this left just beforewe
arrived andwe mostly returnedto the ducks,only for one of the cuckoosto shootpastin front
acrosgtheriver andlandin alow bush.Flitting aroundinsideit wasvery hardto see,but fortunately
gaveviews to mostbeforesuddenlyspeedingoff downstreamput only to pitch into the top of a high
treewhereit wasmorevisible in the scope,until suddenlyrushingoff again.A secondbird, appearing
just momentdater, waslessobliging, but again,its brilliant greenupperpartgylowedin the sunasit
spedpast.A coupleof fine New ZealandPigeonsroundedoff herebeforewe decidedit wastime to
leave,thougha brief photo shotof the extraordinarybrokenterrain here(rain erodedmudstone)wvas
madeen route back out of the valley.

A nearbycomfortstoprevealeda few New ZealandRed Damselfliesin a small streamfor Cliff and
I, while a Omaxhalf hourQOcoffee stopturnedinto a 50-minutesaga,thoughthankfully this was
shortenedby a few of the group opting for someextracappuccinosvhich arrivedinsteadof the
hoped-forlattes...

We startedthe long drive S to Wellington, passinga seriesof kitsch landmarks(mostly in the form
of giantfruit andveg alongthe roadside)andcharacterlesgowns,but revellingin the incredible
verdantspringlandscapenonethelessA few birdsincludedWhite-facedHerons,a GreatCormorantin
flight, PurpleSwamphensParadiseShelduckand Wattled Lapwingsaswell asa suite of naturalised
speciesLunchwastakenat a smallroadsidepicnic areawith superbviews downa deepriver valley,
andwith the bright sun,warmair but cooling breezewasabsolutelyideal. And a Grey Warbler
shoutingits headoff at point blank rangeandevena coupleof fly-by dragonflies,it wasa greatplace
to stop.

Apart from anothercomfort stop, the rest of the journey went without incident, the traffic being
fortunatelylighter sinceit wasa Saturdayandwe metAlice at the ferry terminalin Wellington.
After anotherwait there,we finally boardedandwereableto graba quick dinneron board,andalmost
finishedin fact beforeweOdeally evenstartedmoving!

Our first potentialtasteof seabirdsvasin store,so mostof us soonreassembledutsideaswe cruised
out towardsthe Cook Strait. A vicious wind wasblastingthe landwardside, but the more openwater
sidewassufferingfrom a permanentrizzle asthe wind lashedthe bow wavetopsinto a fine spray,
coatingthis side of the boat.But we persistecandwere quite soonrewardedwith an Australasian
Gannetbeforea muchbiggerbird cruisedover the wavesat distance Our first mollymawk! But too
far really to be sureof its ID. We persistedall the way into the soundleadingto Pictonon the other
sideof the Strait, beingrewardedwith a numberof mollymawks,including White-cappedand SalvinOs
Albatrossegforms of the Shy Albatrossgroup),a dark morph Giant Petrel(probablyNorthern),
severalSooty Shearwatersa numberof largervery dark shearwatersvhich were probablyFlesh-
footed,a coupleof areaswith numerousanddelightful Fairy Prions,andwhennearingthe far side,a
few Fluttering Shearwatersieadingtowardsthe shoreshortly beforedusk.

Enteringthe narrowsound,a few dark shapeon the surfacewere poorly seen but suddenlythe
backsof a few tiny dolphinsbrokethe surface,onethenarcingbeautifully out for a few who were
lucky enoughto be looking in the right spotat the time. A small group of Dusky Dolphins, the first
of plenty we wereto enjoy.

[~
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Darknesdfinally envelopedhe ship andwe returnedinsideto chatand/orhaveanothersnack.We
disembarkedn foot, retrievedour casesandwhenMark rapidly appearedvith the OnormalRus,we
loadedup andwere off to our different motels(the original hotel havingbumpedus off aftera double
booking!). However,we soonarrivedandwerequickly in our excellentroomsandgrabbinga good
nightOsleepbeforeour trip out the following morning.

Sunday 23" December QueenCharlotteSoundcruise,thenon to
Kaikoura.

An overcast,deadstill and mild start; very light drizzleturning dry during cruise; very warm, humid
andwindy in salinasarea, thenalmostcalm Kaikoura: 15;C - c. 25;C.

After beingservedbreakfastin our rooms,we were on the streetand packingluggageinto the
vehiclesbetween8 and 8:15 dependingon our motel. Within momentswe werein Picton harbour,
andsoonboardedour boatfor the morningOsruisealongthe entirelength of QueenCharlotteSound.

It wasflat calm, so easyto find birds on the wateror anythingelsebreakingthe surface A super
SpottedShagsaton a beachedrunk on the shore,while the first of a few AustralasianGannetssaton
the water, thenroseto circle around.We hadnOgonevery far whenthe cry of Odolphins@ent up
andwe spedtowardsa small groupwhich hadbeenseenway off. To no avail, sincethey promptly
disappearedynly to resurfacesomeway behindaswe poweredoff, but we quickly startedseeingsmall
numbersof brown-and-whiteFluttering Shearwatershothin flight andsatin smallrafts. A few other
birds were hiding amongsthese,including a few Little Blue Penguinspnly really standingout given
their broadshapeand very low-to-the-waterprofile, andthe first of two dark morph Arctic Skuas.

A slightly largergroupof about10 delightful Dusky Dolphinswasthensighted,unfortunately
coincidingwith the appearancef no lessthanthreeBullerOsShearwatersyhich flew off andsatto
one side, but which then promptly disappearedThe dolphinswere superbthough,comingto the
boat,riding the bow waveandevengiving a little leapoff to the sideon oneoccasion.This wasthe
first of two groupswe enjoyed,andtheir quite bold patternsand playful behaviourmadethemreal
winners!

Draggingourselvesawaywe passednore Fluttering ShearwaterandanotherArctic Skua,thoughwe
now manoeuvredo takea closerlook at a coupleof setsof low cliffs, wherefirst Spottedandthen
King Shagswereroosting,with a fine group of the latter perfectly setoff by a snoozingNew Zealand
Fur Sea-lionon the rocksunderneattandyelling Tui in the scrub!

We pushedon fastto get out asfar aswe could, andfoundthatonly just at the tip of the peninsula
to our sidewastherea swell, causedsimply by the severecurrentshere.Our hopesof finding more
birds wereachievedn somewhaflatter waterbeyondthis, wherea small upwelling of coolerwater
brings nutrientsand planktoniclife to the surface Fluttering Shearwatersvere quite numerouswith a
good sprinkling of the muchlarger Flesh-footedShearwatergruisingamongsthem.We thennoteda
few Fairy Prionshad appearedthoughsuddenly,in somenotablyruffled watera shortway off, a
massof feedingprionswasnoticed.We loopedout andbackinto this areaand cruisedsmackinto the
middle of a massof severalthousandrairy Prions,a truly wonderfulsight asthey swamon the
surface duckingtheir headsunderto almostdabblefor food! Whatwas evenbetterwasthat given
very little breezewe could heartheir quietwickering contactor squabblingcalls. Amazing! A small
numberof the tiny CommonDiving Petrelswere also presentthoughthesewere very elusive,and by
the time anyonehadbeenableto say OThere@meOit hadalreadydived underagain! A few were
howeverseenin flight, asthey whirred-off low overthe surface.

With oneor two facesgoinga little white in the light swell, we startedbackandquickly reachedlat
wateragain,andcruisedbackto Ship Cove (CookO8ay). No soonerwerewe on the jetty than Cliff
had spotteda Wekaworking the rocky shoreline put an adultwith two chicks by the public loos was
typically confiding, asweretwo otheradultswhich wanderedout onto the grassto greetus!

Our returnwas generallyfast, slowing down only briefly for more Dusky Dolphins,small rafts of
shearwateranda few King Shagswhich werenow feedingoutin the water. Anothercoupleof Little
Blue Penguinsverealsonotedandwe concludedhe cruisewith a smallgroupof AustralasianGannets
almostkeepingpacewith us off to oneside.

A simplebut very tastylunch wastakenin a local restaurantand after a quick wanderroundtown,
we were off towardsKaikoura.With a2 _ hourjourneyaheadthough,and plenty of time to spare we
madea few diversionsen routethough.
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Thefirst, to a site for a vagrantGlossylbis wasunsuccessfulthoughwe did seea goodnumberof
roostingRoyal Spoonbills.The second hamperedsomewhaby a strongwind, wasto somesalinas,
whereon a flat muddyareawe found a pair of BandedDotterelanda Wrybill, andaswe left, soa
flock of 7 Little Black Shagsflew past.The next stopwasalongthe coast,andwasa terrific doubleb
onefor the gooddrinks at a lovely location,andthe secondfor the wildlife here,including 1000sof
HuttonOS$hearwaterpassingnorthwardscloseto the shoreline,anda numberof shoreand seabirds,
including a colony of Black-billed Gulls andseveralBandedDotterel. A Monarchbutterfly evenputin
an appearancéor most. Our final stopwasalongthe rocky coastnot far N of Kaikoura,wherea
lookout gaveterrific views of numerousNew ZealandFur Seals(plus we could Oappreciatéeir
aroma...Jandsomeroadsidecliffs aheadsupportedseveralpairsof SpottedShagswo females
standingguardon their respectivenestswith small chicks.A supersight!

We soonreachedKaikouraandthe Alpine View Motel, andgiven our two night staymadegooduse
of time by putting on batchesof washing!With an hour betweenarriving and going off for dinner
(pre-orderedo help speedthingsalong...),the bird list wasagainpostponedbut given the morethan
2-hourdinner (thankfully not 3 like the previousyear!) therewas no time afterwards.The food was
excellentthough!

Our mindswere now firmly on restingwell beforethe morningOboattrip off Kaikourato see
seabirdsWould the seabe asunusuallycalmin the morningasit waswhenwe arrived...?

Monday 24™ November Kaikourabirding pelagica.m.;Peninsulavalk or 2"? pelagic
p.m.

Breezya.m.,but very mild and warm; gale force windsand very light rain suddenlyrising mid-
afternoon.

With galeforce winds forecastfor almostthe whole of NZ, we awoketo find, thankfully, little had
changedrom the previousevening.Indeedit waswonderfully mild andthe watersS of the peninsula
werein the lee of the breezeand so evenbetterthanexpected.

Gary our captainsoonhadus cruisingout on a dolphin-watchingboat,a luxury giventhe closed
lower deckwith plentiful seating but with accesgo the bow andsternoutsidebelow, andsternon the
abovedecktoo. We rapidly hit a coupleof rafts of HuttonOS$hearwatersyith hundredsalsowheeling
around thoughquite soonheadedstraightfor a nearbyfishing boat. This wasamazing sincewe were
immediatelyin the midst of Wandering(mainly GibsonObut also Antipodeantypes),Royal (all of
the dark-wingedNorthernform) and Shy (a few SalvinOsindfewer White-capped)Albatrosses,
NorthernGiant and numerousWestlandBlack Petrelsand abundaniCapePigeons(or Pintado
Petrels).The largerbirds and CapePigeonswere clusteredaroundthe back of the ship asthey filleted
the largegroper(yes,thisis how they usually spellit in NZ!) fish, thoughthe Shy Albatrossedended
to keeptheir distancefrom us.

We finally cruisedoff a way andlet out our frozenchumheldin a meshcasingon arope. This
rapidly attractedmore of the above,thoughthe majority of specieskept their distance exceptwhen
the albatrossesind giant petrelsmovedoff. The oily slick from the chumwas also attractive
Odownstrean#d a good numberof Fairy Prions,to our skipperOsurprise,alsoappearedWe just
watchedin amazemenat the constanto-ings andfro-ings, and squabblingbetweenthem.We
repeatedhis againat the very end of the deep-watercanyon,andthougha coupleof Grey-faced
(=Great-wingedPetrelscruisedpastat the end of our stint there,in the confusion,theywere missed!

A warmingcup of hot chocolateanda few gingerbiscuitsaswe satjust offshorebesidea small stack
with breedingLittle Pied Shagsand White-frontedTernsamongstothers,wasa greatfinale, andwe
finally cruisedbackclosealongthe shoreto take advantagef the minimal swell there.

Lunchwastakenin an excellentrestaurantn town with organicfood, thoughthis wasa little
truncatedfor Cliff andl whoOdlecidedto go backout again!With just the two of us andthe skipper
in a smallerboat,it wasa ratherdifferent affair, but very rewarding,despitenotably rougher
conditions,andthoughwe sawalmostall the samespeciesasbefore,the balancewasdifferent,and
with a greatslice of fortune (or wasthe impendingweatherpushingmorebirds shorewards?yve had
greatviews of a few Flesh-footedBullerOsfind Sooty Shearwatersgwo Grey-facedPetrelsandevena
Black-wingedPetrel.To capit all though,a few dolphinsappearingat high speedoff to onesidewere
strikingly patternedandthe skipperyelled that they were SouthernRight Whale Dolphins. Not only
rarehere,being seenjust oncea yearon averageput the first heOdeenherein 6-7 years!Despite
trying to chasethem and alerting threedolphin-watchingboatsin the vicinity (wheredid they come
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from?!), they weresadlylost in the chopandswell andonly we sawthem.Gary got plenty of stick
from the other skippers,but at leastheOdried!

He alsopickedup a slight changein the weatherandwe startedheadingback. Fortunatelyjust in
time, sincea goodswell suddenlydevelopedandthe increasingwind wasthrowing sprayover the boat
andbackbehindus aswe returnedthe boatevenlifting off onceor twice! Back on land on the
windwardsidethough,a strongwind wasblowing, andwithin the hourwasbasicallygaleforce.

The remainderof the group, whoOdgerhapsmore sensiblystayedon land, took a walk aroundthe
KaikouraPeninsulaand/ora stroll aroundthe town until the wind pickedup to almostgaleforce from
about4 p.m. whenmostreturnedto the motel.

Tuesday 25" November Kaikourawhale-watchingrip or Hinau Walk a.m.,then
transfervia ArthurOgassto Hokitika. .

Windy & dry a.m.; cloud & moderaterain in mountainsnear ArthurOd$ass;windy and cooler
Hokitika.

At 6:30a.m.it wasstill uncertainwhetherthe 5 of the groupwantingto try to seewhaleswould get
out. Indeedevenat the booking office, with the first tour simply cancelledandthe skipperof the
secondrefusingto go out (shouldwe havepaid heed?!) we were perhapssurprisedthat our trip did!
Despitea seeminglyflatter seato the N of the peninsulaandclear conditionsover the sea,the wind
wasvariable,anda forecastfor the winds to increaseto 50 knots, it wastouchandgo. Sowe went!

We cruisedquite quickly out to the underwatercanyon(over 1000mdeep)a few nmiles S of
Kaikoura, but the seawas clearly considerablybiggerthanthe day before.However,we stoppedand
the captainspenta few minuteswith a hydrophondisteningfor whalesbeforeannouncinghata
SpermWhalewasecholocatingaboutl nm to the NE, so off we went. And into a biggerswell.

Stoppingagainherefor sometime, severalof the 42 passengersierenow sea-sickandgivena good
swell andwhite horsesfinding a whale blow wassimply impossible However,a few Wanderingand
single Royal, SalvinOand White-cappedAlbatrossesvent past,alongwith severalCapePigeons,
Fairy Prionsanda few NorthernGiant Petrelsto keepus occupied.We finally movedoff again,but
given no soundon the hydrophoneand a ratherrough sea,the decisionwastakento taketo see
dolphinsinstead.Justaswe startedto move a ratherbrown petrelappearedilongside anda coupleof
us sawa fine Grey-facedPetrelparallelingus, but whaleswereclearly off (unfortunately) We headed
fasttowardsshallowwatersalongthe coastthough,andsuddenlyslowing it wasannouncedhatwe
werewith someDusky Dolphins.In fact, probablyc. 200 of thesedelightful marineacrobatsand for
30 minutesor morewe wereall out watchingtheir antics,including somecrazyrepeatedeapingruns,
groupmanoeuvresindalsoseeinga good numberof smallyoung. It wasdelightful! The returnwasnOt
too bad, despitea coupleof good Onose-ploughstio somelargewave-crestsbut we all arrived safely
backandwere soonclaiming our 80% refundfor not havingseenthe whales!

The remainderof the groupdid the Hinau Walk in forestnearKaikourawith Wynston,noting a few
New ZealandBellbirds amongstothers,thoughthe main aim wasto experiencehis very denseand
dark forest.

We finally left Kaikouraa little late,andheadeddownthe coastoverlookingthe sea.A few Dusky
Dolphinswerejust offshoreheretoo for thosewho hadnObeenOwhaling@We turnedinland and
startedour long transferto the westcoast.Our first main stopwas at the St AnneOsagoon,where
goodnumbersof Grey Teal (including chicks),three AustralasianShovelerandhalf a dozenCommon
Cootwere presentamongNZ Scaup.Lunchwastakenin Rangioratown park, whereamonga notable
arrayof introducedspeciesa (one-footed)Black-billed Gull waspresent.

We startedto enterthe hills, wheretussockgrassesndan array of native bushesstartedto
dominate thoughcloud increasedaswe went, andthenrain too. However,brief stopsfirst at the
roadsideat Klondyke Cornerfor a small group of lovely Black-frontedTerns,thenat Lake Pearson,
where4 fine GreatCrestedGrebeswere presentandfinally at ArthurO$ass(in goodrain), wheretwo
extraordinary(andvery bedraggledKeaswereloafing around,wereall successfullymade.

Pushingon downwe passedivers at burstingpoint andsmallrock falls andlandslipson the road,
showinghow badthe weatherhadbeenjust hoursbefore.Waterpouredoff the hillsidesin placesand
someof the temporarymountainwaterfallslookedlike incredibly long horsestails. Alice safely
negotiatedus down though,andwhenwe turnedon to the much bettercoastalroadfor the lastfew
km, we evenhadthe chanceto seea few scatteredirds, including a singleflying GreatEgret.
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Thedining roomin our hotelin Hokitika wasthe bestto datefor service,beingfast, efficient and
very, very friendly. Now if only all restaurantsvorkedlike this!! The Blue Cod wasalsoexcellent,
evenif too far goneto be countedon the lists!!!

We roundedoff with the speciedists, for the last 4 days sinceno opportunityhad beenpossiblein
this time! But with a relaxedatmospherafter a goodtravel day andno rushto be out early, it was
idealtiming.

Wednesday 26" November Lake Mahinapua Lake lanthe, Whataroa Okarito
(lunch), SentinelRock at FranzJosefGlacier,PeakView underFox Glacier,Moeraki Wilderness
Lodge.

Fine but with a stiff chill breezealong coast,cloud just inland, but warmerwhereno wind; dry.

We awoketo betterconditions,including somesunshineandthe suggestiorof a fine day ahead.
Indeedit stayeddry, despitea chill breezealongthe coast.

After Oraiding®Iocal jade (Pounamuwor Greenston¢o New Zealanders$hop (HokitikaOs
speciality),we were off at 8:30 and startedour transfersouth.Working our way alongthe flat coastal
strip, with forest-cladhills just inland Dmainlyformed from terminal or lateral morainesof the
giganticglacierswhich wereoncehere-we clearly sawjust how differentthis areawasfrom whatweOd
seenbefore.Eventhe treesstartedchanging,with Rimu (Red Pine) giving way to the startof
Kahikatea(White Pine)in the south,andwe crossedhe ObeechjapOwhere SouthernBeechesare
peculiarly absent,apparentlydueto the former effectsof the glaciers.The faster-colonising
Podocarpsadthe upperhandand now form the basisof the tremendousain forestnow cloaking
thesehills.

A quick stopat Lake Mahinapuashowedjust how high the waterlevelswere (after 4 to 5 daysof
rain), thougha Tui feedingon Flax Bcurrentlywith its rosettelargely underwater!- anda singing
WelcomeSwallow werenice to see.The local forestwasquiet, thoughthe stunningarray of fernswe
wereto seeduring the day startedwell here.

Lake lanthenot far awaywas sadlydisturbedby a group of youngkayakersthoughCliff managedo
spotafew distantbirdsincluding a GreatCrestedGrebeanda few New ZealandScaupout on the
water,and mostof the group hadgoodviews of the Southlslandraceof Tomtit andalso Grey
Warbler.A pair of ParadiseShelduckin the top of a deadtreewerea pretty, evenif slightly odd,
sight! Thewarm sunalongshelterecedgewasconduciveto drawingout a few damselanddragonflies,
including both New ZealandBlue andRed Damselfliesanda few yellow-spottedDragonflies,one of
which percheda few timesfor usto seewell, plusa superbNew ZealandRed Admiral for all to admire.

After a slightly longer-than-hoped-focoffee stop at Whataroawe were off again,this time to near
the rivermouthat Okarito. The tide wasjust startingto drop, andthougha pair of Variable
Oystercatcherbeata fairly hastyretreatat our appearancea single Pied Oystercatchestayedput
besidea group of easterrBar-tailedGodwit, which rosefrom a roosting21 up to a moreanimateds1
asmoremud appearean the falling tide. Two Royal Spoonbillsflew past,andjust beforewe left, a
breedingplumagedGreatEgretflew in andlandedwithin rangefor the photographersheforefinally
decidingthat perhapswe weretoo closeand moving just up river to a quieterfishing spot.

With newshavingreachedus at breakfasthat the two dirt roadsto the Fox Glacierhad beenwashed
away in the heavyrains over the last few days(totalling 16-18Cthereovernight!!!) and that even
the car park had gonetoo, we optedto walk up towardsthe viewpoint of the stunningFranzJosef
Glacierinstead.A numberof orchids,mainly epiphytic Obamboo®wchidsandthe spectacular
terrestrialGreenhoodOrchidswerein flower alongthe route,andthe ferns,onceagain,were simply
stunning.The peculiarangled-stemmedéfowering shootsof Tree Tutu (if youOllpardonthe possible
Irish oxymoron!) also caughtour eye,thoughperhapshe mostimpressivething wasto seehow the
glacierdropsso steeplydown into lowland rain forestand how the foresthasreclaimedalmostall the
territory previouslyoccupiedby the glacierduring its spectacularetreat.

Our final stopenroutewasto drive to the PeakViewpoint underthe Fox Glacier,in the hopesof
seeingMount Cook betterthanour glimpseof its peakweOdachievedin the morning, but a pall of
thick cloud hungoverthe tops, blocking our view. At leastpart of the Fox Glacierwasvisible though.

After afinal comfort stopwe wereon our way, reachingthe Moeraki WildernessLodge -undera
hole in the cloud- at just before6 p.m. We reassemble@dgainat 7, thenatefrom a little afterthis
until c. 9, whenwe hadthe call-over. After grabbingextraclothesandrepellent(the sandflieshad
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alreadybeennoteddespitethe chill in the air...), we setoff for a wanderalongthe road ostensiblyto
seethelittle greenishights of the New ZealandGlow-worms.Which we did successfullyandsaw
themin good quantity, thoughlooking for the tiny larvaeof thesefungusgnatswhich glow to try and
attractprey, wasimpossible A coupleof Moreporkscalledin the forest,which was otherwisestill
andsilent, thoughthe more obviousconstellationsvisible part of the night sky (it being partially
cloudy) were explainedby John,the managethere.

Thursday 27" November MoerakiWilderness_odge: Munro andRobinsonCrusoe
Beaches.

An almostperfect,cloudlessday; chilly start and end, but warm mid-afternoon;still exceptfor light
onshorebreeze.

We awoketo beautiful conditions.The more adventurousvent for a gentlepre-breakfaskayaktrip
onto a very placid Lake Moeraki, noting a few birds including calling Long-tailedand ShiningBronze
Cuckoos.

The morningwastakenup with a goodwalk downto Munro Beach,with the aim of trying to see
Fiordland(Crested)Penguinwhich breedsthere,thoughwe took our time to walk throughthis
marvelloustemperaterainforest,simply thick with mossesJiverworts and ferns amongstthe
podocarpsandothertreegiants.A few flowers werealsonoted,including creepingpratia (asat the
FranzJosefGlaciercar park the day before)andthe delightful little New ZealandViolet, andfallen
Obits€dcludeda large mistletoe(one of a numberof NZ species)The forestwasalsorelatively noisy
in places,despiteplenty of this coming from non-nativebirdsong,but we startedoff almost
immediatelywith two greatsightings:a superbmale Tomtit andto our greatdelight, a perchedmale
NZ Falconwhich wasthendisplacedby its mate! We hadgoodviews of this often tricky-to-see
speciessurveyingthe forestfrom nearthe top of a hugeemergentree.

Gettingto the beachwasclearly tricky, with a myriad of ferns,mossesandvinesin particular
castingwonderfulshadowshroughoutthe forestand requiring lots of photographigpausesWith
plenty of singing Silvereyesand Grey Warblers,progressvas perhapsot asfastasnormal,but we
still madegoodtime, especiallywhen escortedby two membersof the Departmeniof Conservation
who were checkingon our behaviourasa group at the penguincolony beach.

The beachitself wasemptywhenwe arrived,apartfrom a few otherwalkersanda few sandflies,
thoughlots of White-frontedTernswere eitherfeedingoffshoreor wheelingaroundthe small stacks
wherethey bredanda goodnumberof Arctic Skuaswerealsopresenoffshoreharassinghem. A
penguinsuddenlyappearedn the surf at the far end of the beach anddespitelanding quite quickly we
werelucky thatit leaptbackin to bob aroundfor c. 10 minutesbeforelandingagainanddashing
(albeitin slightly awkwardpenguinhoppingstyle) up betweenthe hugebouldersandout of sight.

The walk backwasmoredirect, sowe werehappyto soonsit downfor lunch on arrival.

Two of the groupthenleft againat 1:30 p.m. for an optional paid guidedwalk to ORobinsofrusoe
Beach@o seethe larger penguincolony there (and succeededheyondexpectations)while mostof
the remainderof the groupreturnedagainto Munro Beachandthis time, with a muchlower tide, also
saw7 penguinsand muchbetterthanbefore.A superbachievement!

The day was certainly not over though,andat 5 p.m. a numberof the party met at the front door
andwent off on a little freshwaterecology complimentaryactivity, which culminatedin watching
how a numberof long-finnedeelscameup to feedfrom the guideOkand.Quite a sight sincethey
were abouta metrelong and quite thick!

After anotherfine dinnerand call-over,4 of us metoutsideagainundera crystalclearsky at c.
10:15,and Johnthe managercameout to point out a few of the principal starsand constellations,
including of coursethe SouthernCrossandthe two MagellanicClouds,thoughit wasstill a touchtoo
light evenwhenwe turnedin to really appreciatehe enormousiumberof starsvisible underthe S
night sky with suchcleanair.

Friday 28™ November KnightOSBluff, Ship Creek,HaastPassQueensberryl.ake
OhauLodge.

A beautifullargely cloudlessday; chilly start, warming quickly and max.C. 26%2Q@Queensbernarea;
variable light breezes.
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Anotherpeerlessstartto the day, andafter bagswere packedwe wereoff just after our scheduled
8:30 departure We didn«tget too far whenwe pulledinto the QinfamouskKnightOSIuff lookout,
wherethe fearedsandflieswereindeedgood. For them,thatis! But we still peereddown at the large
NZ Fur Sealcolonyto the S andnoticedno lessthan4 Kaka flying aroundover the big podocarps
behind.

With virtually no breeze the car park at Ship Creekwasalsonoticeablyinsecty,but after squinting
down at somelittle tadpoles(probablyWhistling Tree Frogsbasedon wherewe were)in atemporary
pool andthefirst of a few NZ Red Damselflies we found that the walk throughthe coastalswamp
forestb a tiny fragmentof that which wasoncepresenton the W coastb wasinsectfree andwe
revelledin the sightsand soundsof this extraordinaryhabitat.Huge Rimu / Miro treestoweredup
from their hugebuttressedasesdespitebeingsurroundedy apparentlyquite deepwaterandlarge
sphagnumand othermossbeds.Different ferns,mossesandlichensdrapedthe vegetationor formed
tapestrieclimbing up the trees.A NZ Bellbird repeatedts very loud songintermittentlyand Grey
Warblers,the odd NZ Fantailand Tui completedthe scene.The remarkablequality of the boardwalks
we hadusedin NZ wasneverbetterexemplifiedthanhere,andwe were extremelygratefulfor them.

We finished off with alook out to seefrom the beachwherea moderatebreezewasboth refreshing
in the severesunandkeepingthosesandfliesdown! Indeed,our vigil turnedup trumpswith a few
small groupsof the diminutive HectorO®olphinsfeedingout in the blue waterjust beyondthe brown
(wherediscolouredreshwatemwasenteringthe sea)anda fine FiordlandPenguinswampastclose
inshore.A look out to seawith the scopealsorevealeda remarkablenumberof Arctic Skuaswell out,
with up to five at atime visible, mirroring what weOdeenoff Munro Beachthe day before.

We continuedon, soonturning inland and startedthe long ascentup towardsthe HaastPass
alongsidethe HaastRiver. A quick stopfor photoswherethe Landsboroughoins it at Pleasanflat
revealeda wealth of the little biting devils again(no doubtthriving on the constantstreamof fresh
foreign tourist blood!), so we continuedto anothershortstopfor a fine waterfall. After recentrains
this was an excellentexampleof a waterfall cominginto a OhangingalleyOalbeitin miniature.

We reachedhe HaastPassandwalkedout in our questfor Yellowhead.Sadly,despitetwo singing
off in the forestat one point, the groupwas off alonga different track, watchingNZ Fantails,andon
their return, delayedby the first of a numberof the tiny anddelightful Rifleman (including a family
party) andby the time we crossedthe Yellowheadshadfallen silent and stayedthatway. A Ogiant
greenfinch@all wasin fact that of a Long-tailedCuckoo,thoughtrue to form it stayedout of sight!
It wasa lovely patchof Silver Beechforestthoughandvery distinct from what weOdseen bothin
overall heightandinternal structurebit being mucheasierto look and seeinto from the groundup to
canopylevel.

We finally movedon (after a last peekat the Riflemen!) and headedoff for lunch. The air started
to dry andwarm, andoncedown nearQueensberryit wasvery warmandsunny,andmuchdrier.
Indeed,the landscapéhasbeenalmosttotally transformedior andto grazing,andthe moderatehills
gaveit avery different feel from the wet west coastforests.Lunch was a sumptuousaffair, takenat
MarkOsouseandwe werevery gratefulto both he and Elisabethfor inviting us. The barbequed
sausageasll went,asindeeddid mostotherthings,andtherewasonly just enoughspaceeft for our
specialtreatof the day. A pieceof AnneOsbirthday cake! And deliciousit wastoo... A quick wander
roundthe rocky outcropaboveMarkOsouserevealeda coupleof McCannOSkinks anda numberof
tiny Boulder Copperbutterflies,including a coupleof maleswith stunningpurpleiridescenceon their
wings, oneof thesefeedingon the tiny massedyellow flowers on a diminutive grey-leavednat daisy.
A remarkablesightin itself.

We finally draggedourselvesawayandheadedn towardsour final destinationpassingmore
changinglandscapesndincreasingnumbersof opengroundbirds, including plenty of Australasian
Harriers,Wattled Lapwingsand ParadiseShelduckamongstothers,anda few Black-frontedTerns
werenotedon one of the braidedrivers.

Comingovera small brow, the bright blue watersof Lake Ohaucameinto view, andbestof all,
behindit, andjust peekingoverthe top of a looming snow-streakedidge, wasthe purewhite crown
of Mt Cook. Large clumpsof red-floweredMistletoe adorneda few trees,but we ignoredtheseuntil
reachingthe L. Ohaulodge.And thenwe continuedto ignorethem, but to take plenty of picturesof
Mt Cook awayin the distance this evenbeingpossiblefor a few while perchingon the endsof their
beds!
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Our partingview of Mt Cookwaswhenthe sundroppedso low thatit lost directlighting, but asit
musthavegoneround anothermountain,so, for a few minutes,tinted just this peakorangeuntil
droppingbelow the horizon. A lovely sight.

Saturday 29" November L. Ohau,Twizel, L. Poaka,L. Pukaki,HookerValley @ Aoraki Mt
Cook N.P.

A generallyfine day with variable cloud over the mountainsjargely still exceptfor strongwind in the
HookerValley; max.c. 22%Qut a very strongsunp.m.

Away at 8:15, we soonstoppedalongthe L. Ohaushoreto photograptsomeincredibleflowering
clumpsof the NZ mistletoe,simply smotheredwith their tubularred flowers andin stark contrastto
the distantsnow-cladpeaks.

A very brief pausein Twizel allowed a quick comfort stop,thoughnearby,at Lake Poaka(Maori
for Pied Stilt), we quickly found our main bird of the day, a Black Stilt amongplenty of hybrid
brethren!The rings on its legs confirmedit (!), despiteit showingsomepale on the under-tailarea,
while more debateon the very good-lookingGrey Duck-like birds on the back of the samepool gave
usonebird with a greybill, well-markedface,brown tertials,a greenishsheenon the speculumand
greylegs...As goodasonecangetreally! An eclipsemale AustralasianShoveleranda groupof Grey
Tealwerealsoexcellent,aswerea goodnumberof BandedDotterel,a few juvenilesincluded.A pair
of ParadiseShelduckwith stripy ducklings,a Pied Oystercatcheanda White-facedHeronrounded
off an excellentselectionof native birds in near-perfectonditions,aswe looked down on themfrom
the top of a high raisedcanalbank.

The weatherwasstill holding, but we startedto movetowardsAoraki (=Cloud piercer)/ Mount
Cookin caseit changedpausingagain,this time in the lower edgeof Lake Pukaki(whereKaki is
Maori for Black Stilt andweOdestignorethe OpuO...19pstensiblyto take somepictures.A proper
groupphotoincluded,including our birthdaygirl !

Our final stopenrouteto the park wason the edgeof the immenseTasmanRiver gravelbeds(these
being>400mthick in placesasa legacyof the immenseglacierswhich oncescouredout the valley).
Fortunatelywe neverevenhadto getout of the busto seea juvenile Black Stilt roostingin the lee of
a grasstussock,while just alonga streamedgea BandedDotterel pair werelooking after two tiny,
fluffy andvery mobile chicks.

Therestof the day was spentin the park walking up part of the HookerValley. After an early (but
onceagainlarge!) picnic lunch, the fitter and more adventurousvent for the 3-hourreturntrip,
reachingthe upperlake (two little rapidly-meltingicebergsincluded!), while the majority of us
remainedower down, passingthe secondbridgein orderto getviews of Aoraki / Mount Cook ata
bendon the valley. And a terrific sightit wastoo, despitea fierce gustingwind at timestrying to stop
us reachingthere.

The views wereterrific, the cloud nevershroudingthe peakthough,asthe winds were comingin on
a weatherfront, soa cloud archformedandflying saucer-shapedoud Olensesippearedporadically
over the highestpeaks.A few other strangecloud formationsfurther enhancedhe stunningsnowand
ice-cladridgeson andaroundAoraki / Mount Cook, while the valley itself held lots of flowering
plants,despiterelatively low diversity still at this stageof the spring. Mountain Violets got
commonemwith altitude andwe alsocameacrossan areawith plenty of the Mt Cook Lilies (in reality
buttercups)a few of which were sportingtheir lovely largewhite flowers. Plenty of palelilac-
floweredNZ Harebellswerescatteredvertheturf, andall the Snowbellbushesverecoveredin dense
raceme®f globularwhite flowers, alovely sight. EverlastingDaisiesandlargerCelmisiadaisieswere
in flower to varying degreeswhile handsandkneeswererequiredto look at a numberof othertiny
flowering herbsand shrubson the ground,including the odd Pentachondrgpumila A small carrot-
like plantflowering on the rocks nearthe secondbridge was Gingidia montana

After taking the necessarphotosandlooking at one of the native grey mountaingrasshoppersye
turnedaroundand startedback. This wasvery muchhotter, sincewith the wind at our backsanda full
sun,despitecooling air, it felt hot. We enjoyedthe views again,including looking up to wherea few
climbershadbeenup a steepsnowfield andbackagain(presumably}Yo Mueller Hut a tiny-looking,
but 30 bunk refugeperchedway up on arocky coll, but alsonotedhow regularice androckfalls on
this side of the ridge could so easilyleadto tragedy,andit wassoberingto learnthatabout120
mountaineerdavelost their lives in this nationalpark. Tragically in fact, two Japaneselimbers
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startedto scaleAoraki Mount Cook peakthe day we walked up, but only onereturnedalive, they
havingbeentrappednearthe peakin badweatheruntil after our returnto the UK.

We returnedto the big hotel and cafe for a hot drink andrelax beforereturningto Lake Ohaufor
our last night there.We also consumedlenty of alcoholin the processof celebratingSueObirthday
that evening,and seeingout anotherterrific dayin New Zealand! .

Sunday 30™ November Transfervia Moeraki Bouldersto Dunedin;eveningcruise Otago
Peninsula.

An overcastand cool day; wind increasingon coastto force 7+ and mistand light rain towards
dusk.

After exiting the Lake OhaulLodgeat 8:30, shortly after a calling New ZealandFalconhad passed
low over, we took a sedatgourney down towardsthe coast.A shortcomfort stopfound oneor two
amusedy the bagsof penguinandkiwi droppingsavailablein a shop|[l wasjust gladtherewereno
moa offerings!], while our next stopwas by someOarchaeo-graffitip OroclartOA few Maori
imageswerestill left (the best,sadly,hadlong beenchippedoff andtakento different museums
aroundthe country),depictinga few animalsand scenesincluding what may havebeenan albatross
andwhatwasclearly a sailboat,andin orange,the Maori representatiof the sea/ river creature
which is responsibldor taking thosewho capsizeand are neverseenagain.

A little after 11:30we were at the coast,and after a shortwanderdown onto the Moeraki Beachto
seeits famousroundstones boulderswhich wereindeedvery curiousandsurroundedy vastnumbers
of the gorgeoudittle tiaratop shells,we took an early lunchin the restauranthereandthenheaded
southagainto Dunedin.Reachingthe hotel at just before2 p.m. we hadplenty of time to relaxand
do our own thing until meetingagainat 17:30for our eveningexcursionandmealout on a boatin
the large naturalharbour.The more energeticwererun into town by Alice andwent for someretail
therapyor just a simple OmooclaroundGthoughthe stronggustingwinds madeit lessthanideal.

Meetingagainfor our eveningtrip, faceswerea little apprehensiveand morethanonewentback
for waterproofsor more clothing. And a goodideait wastoo! The harbourwasvery choppyaswe
approachedandthe wind, unfortunately,gustingstraightin from its mouth.Howeverit wasall go
andwe wererapidly on boardandquickly cruisingout towardsTaiaroaHead.A few bravedsitting out
on the foredeck,despitethe occasionabkplashingput did seea coupleof closeStewartlsland Shagsas
aresult,andfly-by White-frontedTern, Kelp andRed-billedGulls. A largeflock of waders,
undoubtedlyBar-tailedGodwit wheeledup at one point beforesplitting into two, somedroppingdown
andheadingfor the lee of a largesandspitwhilst a smallergroupspedhigh pasttowardsthe headof
the sound.The wind droppedslightly aswe approachedhe point, with a femaleNZ Sealionon a
sandyshoreto our left, and a colony of SpottedShagson the rocksto the right. Almost at the point,
wherea notableswell stoppedfurther progresswhile a few NorthernRoyal Albatrossescould be seen
archingover the wavesand sometimesover the headlandtself, we couldnOgo out to seato look
backon their breedingsite, but three AustralasianGannetsandlots of passingStewartlslandand
SpottedShagswere a greatsight, the former forming a compactcircular colony with their almost
cylindrical mud nestson a steephillside.

The constantpitching sufferedherewas poor for observationsso we turnedand startedgently back,
now with the wind andswell from behind,and could cruisegently enoughto look atthe NZ Sealion
again,with a NZ Fur Sealcomingclosepastthe boatfor comparisonanda few small groupsof Little
Blue Penguinsverealsopresentasthey approachedhe shoretowardsdusk.We unfurleda small sail
and let this take us back without any needor assistancérom the motors,pulling into a very sheltered
bay for a fine dinner,with hot blue cod or cold salmonor venison,plus mushroomsgreensalad,
potatoesand pumpkin plus feta, andfor the braveborwasit daft?! D a fierce curry sauce Washed
downwith plenty of wine andwith a small gasheateron, it wasreally rathercosy!

Or returnwasthenforeshortened little by the conditions,andwe mooredin a muchquieterlittle
bay alongthe shorethanwhereweOdtarted,and despitelight rain, were off the boateasilyandall
ashoreandsafelybackin the hotel quite quickly.

The misty, windy andrainy conditionswere not looking at all goodfor our plansto visit Stewart
Islandfrom the following evening,but with the wind dueto track roundawayfrom east,thingscould
only potentially get better!
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Monday 1* December Transfervia Catlinsto Invercargill; eveningflight to Stewart
Island.

A dull and very windy start Dunedin,becomingwarmerand stiller the further S we went; overcast
with occasionallight drizzle eveningboattrip, whenalmoststill.

We left Dunedinwith sometrepidation.The neargale force winds continuedto bring misty and
very dampweatherstraightonto the coast,but aswe drove S towardsinvercargill, soit gradually
improved.

A stopfor awalk to NuggetPointlighthousewasterrific, despitea fierce onshorewind blastingup
thecliffs. A smallcolony of Royal Spoonbillsadorneda small coastalstackdirectly below us, with
numerousSpottedShagson the cliffs, andNZ Fur Sealson the rocky shorelinesThefirst of a couple
of dark morph Giant Petrelspassedwhile a good numberof otherpetrelsand shearwatersvere much
more distant,passingor feedingjust out beyondthe Nuggetsstacks.We soonreturned taking note of
variousflowers aswe went, including white-floweredHebebushesand clumpsof a white-flowered
Linum flax, while oncealmostbackat the van, a numberof small narrowgreenspikeswere pushing
up from the turf, andwe were ableto appreciatehe truly diminutive flowers of CommonOnion
Orchid!

Our nextmain stopwasat the PapatowaEstuaryfor lunch, whereit wasdelightfully mild and
almoststill, with Pied OystercatcherPied Stilt, a brief Royal Spoonbill,a flock of White-fronted
TernsandRed-billedandKelp Gulls of mostnotein the estuaryitself, while just offshoretherewas
clearly a concentratiorof smallfish, with the gulls andternsagainpresentplus a few Australian
Gannetlungingin frequentlyandevena coupleof Arctic Skuashasslingthe ternsjust offshore.The
treesherealsoheld showyNZ Bellbirdsanda few Tui, plusafew NZ Pigeonsjncludingtwo balancing
on atelegraphwire aswe left.

Not long after wasa superstopat the small, rocky Curio Bay. The tide wasdown andstill slightly
receding revealinga broadplatform pepperedvith remainsof a fossilisedforest,including numerous
brokenstumps,anda numberof tall thin trunks. However,almostno soonerhadwe arrivedthan
Cliff (again!)noteda penguincomingashoreandin camea gorgeousyellow-eyedPenguin!This
waddledup to the scrubandthenappearedntermittently for sometime. Not muchbeforewe were
dueto leave,in cameanother providing evenbetterviews sincewe had movedsomewhatloser.
This thenstoppedto preenjust shortof the scrub,which is wherewe left it, sincewe werenow
runningjust shortof time.

A little overan hour later we arrivedat Invercargillandsoonreachedhe airport, thoughwith a big
bikersconventionon in the city, we soonfound that the secondplanecarrying half the groupwas
somewhatelayed,sinceit hadleft late earlierin orderto take a numberof themoverto Stewart
Island...In fact whenwe finally arrivedshortly before18:30,lots of bikerswereboozingin front of
the pubwherewe werelodged,but were perfectly pleasant.

Out againshortly beforenine, we were off to the boatfor our eveningcruise.Despitebeinga long
day, conditionswere superb with only a slight swell on the seaandalmoststill, overcastconditions.
Our cruisestartedwith a Little Blue Penguinmanymore of which we sawaswe continuedwhile a
smallgroupof Stewartlsland Shagswereroostingon arock aswe passedA NZ Fur Sealin the water
lookedvery odd with a crookedflipper wavingin the air, but this wasall largely forgottenaswe were
ferried off the boatvia aninflatable onto a small beach just beforedusk. After a shortchat,we
troopedsilently andsinglefile throughsomeforestbeforefinally emergingonto a long wide beach,
simply called OceanBeach.And there,immediately,wasa SouthlslandKiwi wanderingstraight
towardsus. Althoughit could seeusto somedegree aswe movedseawarddo let it pass,t walked
pastwithout veering,probinginto the sandandkelp asit went, eventuallydisappearingip into the
tussockgrassat the back of the beach!This wasamazing!lts shortbut remarkablythick legsandtoes
were extraordinary and immediatelyhad us thinking of a commonancestomwith the moaswhich
onceroamedNew Zealand Walking almostthe full lengthof the beachwe found another which also
walkedpast,andthenallowedusto follow andparallelit, beforewe finally left it in peaceandwalked
aheadof it. Theseterrific views werethe directresultof perfectgroupbehaviourwith barelya sound
beingmadeandthe groupshouldbe applaudedor this!

We returnedthroughthe forest,againwithout seeingany more,andoncebackon the boatmulled
overtheviews andmadeusrealisejust how lucky werehadbeen.The severewind andswell of the
night beforehad madeconditionsvery much more uncomfortableandwe werevery gratefulit had
beenso straightforward. But it wasnot over yet. With a big lamp flood-lighting the back deck,
flickering white shapesuddenlyappearedverheadpetrelsin the light-, mainly being Fairy Prions,
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but with a dark-belliedMottled Petreljust momentsafter we startedcruising,anda whirring diving-
petrelshortly afterwards Most of the restof the cruiseback sawus accompaniedby up to four prions
at a time, with somealmostcrashinginto the light, but the rotating radarfortunatelyseemedo put
them off.

We turnedin late, towards1 a.m.,but happyboth at our observationsandalsoin the knowledge
thatwe didnOhaveto be backon the boatuntil 9:30in the morning!

Tuesday 2"’ December Stewartlslandboattrip including Ulva
Islandyvisit.

Light breezeto start, almostdeadstill in forest,fining up and wind increasingfrom SW; chilly at sea
but warm on land.

After our long previousevening,it was7 a.m.onwardsfor cold breakfasts8 a.m.for hot onesanda
9:30departureon the boatfor Ulva Island.Marvellous! A few Little Blue Penguins Stewartisland
ShagsandNZ (Eared)Fur Seal(Sealion)s would | evergetthis nameright?! Blivenedup theroute
out, but we weresoonpulling in to moor at Ulva Island.

After a brief introduction,a Wekawhich cameout to inspectus, and separatiorinto two groupsb
sinceour total numberwas greaterthanthat permittedfor one group ® we headedoff in OoppositeO
directionsto seewhatwe could find. The nativeforestwasalive with the soundsof Tui, Bellbirds,
Kaka, Red-frontedParakeetsT omtits, Fantails,Robinsand even,especiallytowardsthe endwhen
the suncameout, Brown Creepersandwe lookedand searchedor anddelightedin themall. The
fernsweregreat,the orchidsevenbetter- with lots of dwarf SpiderOrchidsanda few little groupsof
GreenHood Orchidsin patcheson the forestfloor and evena coupleof epiphyticBambooOrchids
anda single LadyOsSlipper Orchid (but very unlike thatin Europe!)in flower. Another pair of Weka
hadtwo chicks, while WynstonOgroup also had the greatOfortune@anksto WynstonOfine
knowledgeof courselto find two calling Yellowheadswhich despitea later searchby the others,
steadfastlyrefusedto reappear.

All too soonour time herewasover, so backon boardwe ate our lunchesasthe boatstartedto
cruiseout towardssomeof the islandsandislets (Whero & Benchlslands)off the mouthof the
Patersonnlet. A gorgeousWhite-cappedAlbatrossappearedbut the sight of over a dozenon the
waterbehinda vesselfrom which a party of schoolkids wasfishing wasamazing!And we sawmore
andmoreaswe cruised,plus smallnumbersof Little Blue Penguinsanda coupleof Cape/ Pintado
Pigeons/ Petrels.

We sloweddown aswe passednerocky islet pepperedNith smartStewartlsland Shagsandstopped
briefly off the next, which hada large colony of the same giving fine views. Steeringfor another
rocky islet the skipper,Philip also appearedn deck and promptly threw someObitsOver the back
of the boatin the hopesof enticinga Brown Skua,which wasup on the skyline,down. But | guessit
wasfull, soit wasnOantil the nextislet thata pair of thesepiratescamedown, eitherlandingon the
waterto feedor making passeslongthe leewardside of the vesselasthey keptan eye on the chum
provider!

The albatrossesroundseemedininterestechowever(andl guessare lesshabituatedhanat
Kaikoura),so we continuedon, with somedistantSooty Shearwateralso notedover opensea,while
the large coloniesof NZ Fur Sealson the intertidal zonerocks of one of the Bunkerlslandswere
particularlyimpressive put a ratherskittish Yellow-eyedPenguingiving us the run-around(is that
possibleon a boat?!)asit movedaboutunderneatlsomelarge Tree Daisy bushessimply adornedwith
flowers.

We finally took a shortrun into more openwaterlooking for a few seabirdswith hundredsof
(mostly distant) Sooty Shearwatersisible, anda coupleof very distantRoyal/ Wandering
Albatrossesbut with a fresheningSW wind, we soonturned.But fortunatelythis just gaveustime to
seea few CommonDiving-petrelswhirring acrossthe wavesanda small rathergreyishbird fly pastat
speedwhich WynstonOexperiencedkyewasableto determinewasa Broad-billedPrion!

We ploughedbackinto the swell andwind towardsOban,followed occasionallyby the odd White-
cappedAlbatross,but the heavyspraybeingblown back overthe sternwaslessthanideal for being
out, andapartfrom a few more Sooty Shearwaterst the start,we sawno new birds. The conditions
suddenlysmoothedsomewhatindwhennearlybackin dock we stoppedto watcha lovely little group
of four Little Blue Penguindloating and preeningon the surface A superbend.
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Or wasit? In fact, after a deliciousdinnerbself-cookedby sometat a local restaurantthe waitress
told usto walk downto her garden(the first one beyondour accommodationandwalk in to view the
Kakas. In fact, havinghadan early dinner,we were out at the perfecttime to watcha numberof
thesenoisy and surprisinglycolourful parrotsand sawand heardseveralbeforeevenreachingthe
bottom of the hill. A groupof morethanten NZ Pigeonsalsoexplodedout of a densetreejust to add
more colour at one point! But the gardenspectaclavasa treat. About 10 or more of theseraucous
andamusingcreaturesvereloitering in the gardenin the hopesof somefood. One or two eventook
to rolling around,on their backs,on the lawn, clearly purely for fun! The houseownercameout,
showingus just how tamethesebirds are Dseverabf the party got within inchesbandwasclearly
delightedwith them,despitethemappearingo wearhob-nailbootsasthey landedand walked about
on the corrugatedin roof andshreddingthe stemsof someof the gardenbushes!As Grahamputiit,
Olmay haverobinsin the garden but this is somethingelse!OThis really wasa superbendto a
remarkable24 hours!

Wednesday 3™ December Returnflights to Invercargill, thenvia Te Anauto Te Anau Downs
hotel.

Stewartlsland: breezyand intermittentrain until 8:00; almoststill and dry, but overcast
Invercargill; largely cloudy but changeabldn Fiordland rain shadow;window Te Anau Downs,with
light rain later.

A 7 a.m.continentalbreakfasta surprisefor our restauran(!) wasfollowed by us meetingby 8 to
wait for the airstrip transfer,which camealmost15 minuteslater. This at leastallowed us to
contemplatelying and calling Variable Oystercatchergthoughthey were completelyblack feathered
here)anda high-flying Kakawasnoticedby a few.

The group split into threeto fly back,with one 10-seateiandtwo six-seateraircraft
accommodatinghe whole group plus a coupleof other peoplereturningto the mainland.Despite
thick black cloud andlight rain (someof which madeit throughthe door sealsonto the passengers!),
almostassoonasweQOdlearedthe endof the runwayit startedto brightennoticeablyandwe hada
surprisinglysmoothflight back.Biggles(l jest, all our pilots wereexcellent)in the last planedecided
to pushit to bring usin secondsowe misseda coupleof gannetsoticedby Kate a thousandeet
below usjust overthe waves!The Invercargillwindsockwasverticalaswe camein to land andit was
a smoothtouch-downtoo. Terrific!

Bagswerequickly retrievedandloadedon boardandwe wereoff in goodtime. We headednto town
wherea visit to the local museumawaited,ostensiblyto seethe extraordinaryTuataralizardson
displaytherein largeterrariums but alsowith sometime to browsevariousexhibits,including the
extinct birds sectionand that of the ORoaringt0sO.

We alsosadlybadeour farewellsto Alice here,who wascatchinga bushomewith a few daysfree
beforeher graduationceremony but thankedher greatlyfor the terrific job sheOdone(driving,
picnics,logistics,goodhumour,etc.) andwishedher all the best.

We didnOget much further before stoppingagainin the town, this time for a Ofour-minutestopO,
but sinceWynstonwasnow on his own andout-numberedit wasconsiderablyjongeraswe looked
throughwhatwason offer in a merinowool shop!

Anotherlittle stopin a town wasfor loos, andthenthe restof the day was spenten routeto our
accommodatiorat Te Anau Downswith a few stopsenroute:to look at a river for somebirds, for a
superblunchin alittle roadsidecafZ,for a Little Owl crouchingjustin the lee of the wind on the side
of alittle building, to look overthe endof ariver junction whereover a 1000 Black-billed Gulls were
apparentlynestingand a few Greatanda single Little Pied Cormorantwererestingon a shinglebank,
andthenfinally in Te Anaufor an hour-longstopfor refuelling and stockingup on suppliesfor the
following day. This wasa greatplacefor retail therapyanda lucky few found time for eithergood
coffeesand/ or icecreams!

We arrivedat Te Anau Downs quite early, but with anotherlarge coachgrouparriving not too long
afterwardswhenwe wentfor dinnerwe were considerablydelayed thoughthis gaveustime to do the
checklistfor the first time in 4 days!It wastricky in the noisy foyer, but we did it!

Our lastfull daylay ahead sowe turned-infairly earlyto befit andreadyfor our lastexcursions,
andwith the rain falling outside,this we hopedwould getthe waterfallsflowing...
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Thursday 4™ December CascadeCreekwalk, Homer Tunnel, Milford Soundcruise,Mirror
Lakes.

Very wet and rainy until after midday,thenmostlydry; cool a.m.,cold and windy Homer Tunnel
area, thenrelatively mild and windy Milford Sound;still and cool end,thensunshineTe Anau
Downs.

It wasraining whenwe awoke,during breakfastandindeedfor almostthe entire morning. Non-stop.
This certainlydidnOstop us from taking a walk in the primarily Red Beechforestat CascadeCreek
however,which beingtemperateainforestwasin its element!The incredibleabundancef mosses
andlichens,smotheringeverythinglike a verdantcoatwasamazingto see,thoughclearly the birds,
despitesingingon occasionswerethin on the ground,or indeedin the understoreyBetweenus we
noteda coupleof Grey Warblers,a pair of Rifleman,a pair of Fantails,singingNZ Robinanda NZ
Bellbird, but it wasslim pickings.A Yellow-crownedParakeetalledbut disappeareavithout revealing
its location. The plantswere great,with closelooks at Red, Silver and Mountain Beechespoth
Omorpho-speciesfOSpearleafind a few othermontanetree and shrubs,someof which were
highlightedby explanatorysignsalongthe trails. A little group of GreenHood orchidslookedlike a
ratheruncommonspeciesn New Zealand.

A ratherbedraggled-lookingKeain a smallroadsidecar park wasnotedbut we continuedon.
Reachingthe HomerTunnelnot long afterwardswe stoppedagain,with a coupleof Keasflying
around,but despitea few holesappearingn the cloud, revealingimmenserock walls flanking the
valley stripedwith innumerablenarrowwaterfallsfalling thousand®of feetfrom well abovewherewe
could see,the rain occasionallycontinuedto fall, andwith a keencold wind, madebirding conditions
difficult. Someheavycoaxingsawusfinally donall the waterproofsandcold weathergearwe could
musterandtrudgeup into the scrubandboulderfield. A few plantswerebeginningto flower, including
somelovely Mt Cook Lilies, muchappreciatedby Cathamongstothers,sincesheOdnissedthoseon
their Ohomeountain,but birds wereall but absentA Silvereyein the scrubgavea brief flutter of
hope,but we eventuallydecidedit wasstill too poorto persistandso returneddown the way weOd
comeandtook our picnic lunchin adry little building with loos. At leasta few sandflieshadlunch
too, but fortunately not many!

The weatherhadjust lifted a fraction more by the time weOdinished, so we returnedfor another
goodlook at the boulders.. Spreadingout alongthe track, it wasa youngcouplewalking up who
spookeda smallbird out nearCliff, anda few of us hadour first looks at a delightful Rock Wren. But
it very quickly disappeare@nd mostwereleft peeringout into birdlesshabitat.| thenwalkedbackto
the oppositeend only to havetwo suddenlyappearup on rocks at closerange,but no-onewith me!
Fortunately Julie appearedaind summoninga few others,camerunning.And justin time, with a few
othersnow seeingone, albeit briefly. This wasnow likely to turn into a tricky gamebmoveandfind
oneon your own, or standit out until one appearedn front. Fortunately,Wynstonstoodit out and
afterwhat seemedike anage,two cameout in front, while a third poppedout for just a moment
below...Fortunately all thosewhoOdtayedsawat leastone,andwe headedackto the buswith ideal
time to getto the Milford Soundboatwith a little time to spare.

Pulling into the queuefor the tunnel, WynstonO®Excusene! ItOsllegal to feedthe Keas!Chadthe
desiredresponsewith the offenderleapingbackinto his vehicleleaving8 or 9 Keason andaround
the vehicleandroadin his wake.Or wasit perhapshis drawinganimaginarycut-throatline acrosshis
throat?!Who cares?t worked a treat!!!

The valley sideswere streakedwith water,still pouringoff the peaks,andwe shudderedo think how
thosecreatingthe tunnelhad sufferedin the processlt wasevenalmostunbelievablego considerhow
a Opostmart@dusedto walk over the saddleand down a seeminglyimpossiblerockfaceoncea week
to deliver mail to Milford Soundbeforethe tunnelwascompleted.

Steppingout at Milford it wasrelatively warm, andwith very little wind. After noting a few Green
Hood Orchidsin the flower borders(!) we soonboardedandweretakenon the boatalongthe length
of the southernflank the sound,with the waterfalls,hangingvalleys and mountainspointedout aswe
went. The former wereterrific, someof the upperones,asin the valley aroundthe Homer Tunnel,
neverevenfalling, beforebeingblastedsidewaysor upwardsby the wind anddissipatingin mid-air. A
few shagsandKelp Gulls werethe only birds, but afterturningin the mouthwe passeddSeaRockO
andits NZ Fur Sealcolony, andabouthalf-way backa small pod of the local Bottle-nosedDolphins
swamaquietly past,almosttouchingthe ship, but stayingindependenbf it. Only a coupleof very
light showershadfallen too, despitethe tunnelling effect of the sound(really a fiord) makingit very
windy at times, but the samemorning,the winds had peakedat 105 knotsin a horrendousswell!
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While the freshwaterenteringherelies on the surfaceof the fiord, andis normally about2.5 m deep,
todayit wassome7 m deepin places,testamento the rain.

We returnedin generallydry, thoughstill overcastconditions,andthe aptly namedmirror lakes
werenow only disturbedby waterdripping from the trees.It wasstill andwarmertoo andthe birds
hadrespondedandin just a few minuteswe notedTui, NZ Bellbird, Grey Warbler, Tomtit, Rifleman,
FantailandNZ Scaupbetweerus. A terrific finale!

Droppingout of the valley, the sungreetedus at Te Anau Downsandfor the first time sincethe
Moeraki WildernessLodge a coupleof us out later were ableto contemplatesomethingof the night
sky.

Friday 5™ December Transfervia Te Anau, Goreand Clinton to Dunedin;then
onwards...

Chilly, breezyand sunnystart, scatteredcloud throughout,but very windy at times,warmer Dunedin
to Auckland.

Our final day wasa simpledrive from Te Anau Downsto Dunedinfor our respectivedlights. Except
for Hugh andKate though,to whom we badeour farewellsandthenleft in Te Anau on the startof
their extendedstayin New Zealand.ReachingAucklandvia Christchurchwe thensaid goodbyeto
Gill, Barbaraand Rex. The remaindemeadednto the bowelsof Aucklandairport,andtook our
respectiveflights onwards(between8:30 p.m. and 1:10 a.m.), reachingCanadaor the UK on the 6.

Thiswasamarvellodgp, enablingsto visitsomanyifferensitesandandscaptstat timest seemed
impossiblEhevarietyof weatheweexperiencédite.gmissingheb dayof sometimegrentiatainsufferedn
theW coasbf Sislandustbeforevearrivedjustaddedb this. Thaencrediblearityof manyfthespeciesjanyf
whichweenjoyesowellonthistrip, andthesometimabnostiesperateeasuresingindertaken consertkem
wastruly broughthoméo us aswastheterriblémpacimarnashadontheNewZealandountrysidiuringhebrief
timehehaseemhereTheextraordinarigxtensiienowledge ourguideandtheirwillingnes® shard,
frequenthywith humouandeveraftersomguitdongslayswereénstrumental this,andwethankthengreatlyor
sharingomuctwith us.Theorganisationaspectasaanlikesilk,allowingisthemaximunimein thefield(or
everoccasionallydulgingn someetailtherapyputnotwithoutnotabl@hysicaffortandagairthishaso be
thankedyothto ourguideandto NatureQuesNZ. | wouldalsdiketo thankthenfor castingineyevethetrip
reporandroningutafewerrorsAnythatremaiaredefinitelynyown!

Welookforwardo seeingouagairona Travellin§laturaliseand/otimosadolidaysour,andwishto thankyou
for helpingnakehissuclarewardingoliday.

Very best wishédahn Muddemd@nww.iberianwildlife.comn)

SPECIES LISTS

Beforereading,pleasenotethat the bird namesandlist follow the taxonomyand namesusedby F.
Gill andM. Wright. 2006.Birds of the World: RecommendeBnglish Names PrincetonUniversity
Press.This differs significantly in order,but only slightly in the commonand scientific namesused
whencomparedo mostfield guidescurrentlyin use.Most significantnamechangesarealsoincluded
to avoid confusion.

BIRDS - AVES

Southern Brown Kiwi Apteryxaustralis Two of the Stewartlslandform on OceanBeachon 1st.

California Quail Callipeplacalifornica 20+ PureoraForestandareaon 21st& 1 HinauWalk on 25th.

10



The Travelling Naturalist & Limosa Holidays New Zealand, November-December 08 Trip Report

Wild Turkey Meleagrisgallopavo A flock anda coupleof singlesenrouteon 20th,2 enrouteon 21st,6 en
routeon 28th.

Chukar Partridge Alectorischukar Two, probablythis speciesnrouteon 28th (Cliff).
Brown/Swamp Quail Coturnixypsilophora 2 pairsTiritiri Matangion 19th.
Common Pheasant Phasianuscolchicus Oneenroute(Cliff) on 18thanda maleenrouteon 21st.

Cape Barren Goose Cereopsiovaehollandiae A pair + a chick St Anne'sLagoonon 25th.
Greylag Goose Anseranser A few flew overthe busenrouteon 20th (Harold).

[Greater] Canada Goose Brantacanadensis 12+enrouteon 23rd,c.25downfrom Arthur'sPassenrouteon
25thand 10+ varioussiteson 29th.

Black Swan Cygnusatratus Notedon 8 days,with max. 35+ on variouslakesandpoolson 20th, 100+ Taupo
Lake on 21st,plentyon the coastenrouteon 25thandplenty enrouteon 5th.

Blue Duck Hymenolaimusnalacorhynchos 5 ads+ 2 ducklingsManganuioteadriver on 22nd.

Paradise Shelduck Tadornavariegata Noteddaily excepton 24thand27th, max.80-100enrouteon 21st,
70+ varioussiteson 23rd, Oheapsin 26th, plentiful on 28th, 50+ varioussiteson 30th, plenty en
routeon 1standplenty enrouteon 3rd.

Mallard Anasplatyrhynchos Noteddaily andwidely in variablenumberexcepton 24th.

Pacific Black Duck / Grey Duck Anassuperciliosa Birds showinggoodcharacteristicef the speciesvereseen
on 2 days,with 2 Lake Taupoon 21stand1 Lake Poakaon 29th.

Australasian Shoveler Anasrhynchotis Seenon 6 days:two singlefemalesMirandaon 20th, afemaleenroute
on 23rd, 3+ St Anne'sLagoonon 25th, a maleLake Poakaon 29th, 1 in flight enrouteon 1st,and
6+ enrouteon 3rd.

Grey Teal Anasgracilis About 20 including chicksSt Anne'sLagoonon 25th, 15-20Lake Poakaon 29thanda
few enrouteon 30th.

Auckland [Brown] Teal Anasaucklandica 1 Tiritiri Matangion 19th.

New Zealand Scaup AythyanovaeseelandiaeQuite commonandwidespreadnotedon 13 days,including 150+
Rotoruaon 20th, c. 20 St Anne'sLagoonon 25th, 15-20varioussiteson 29th and 150+ enrouteon
30th.

Fiordland [Crested] Penguin Eudyptepachyrhynchus7 Monro Beach& 21+ RobinsonCrusoeBeachon
27th, plus 1 swimmingpastShip Creekbeachon 28th.

Yellow-eyed Penguin Megadyptesntipodes Two Curio Bay on 1st,andoneskittish bird Bunkerlslandon
2nd.

Fairy/Little/Blue Penguin Eudyptulaminor Seenon 6 days:2 Tiritiri Matangion 19th,6-7 QueenCharlotte
Soundon 23rd, 7-8 OtagoPeninsulaon 30th, 15-20Stewartlslandon 1st, c.10on the Stewartlsland
pelagicon 2ndand1 Obanon 3rd.

Royal Albatross Diomedeaepomophora At Kaikoura3-4a.m.& 4-5p.m.were,unusuallyall of the northern
form, sanfordi on 24th, 1 alsoa Northernform on the whale-watchingrip thereon 25th,andmore
normally,4-5 adultsflying nearthe colony TaiaroaHeadon 30th.

[Gibson's] Wandering Albatross Diomedeaexulansgibsoni Notedon 4 days:at Kaikoura,atleast9 a.m.and
7 p.m.on 24th,5+ whale-watchingrip thereon 25th,and2, probablyWanderingratherthan
SoutherrRoyalin the FoveauxStraitfrom the aircrafton 1st,and 1-2 distantlybut alsoprobablythis
specien the Stewartlslandpelagicon 2nd. A ringedbird at Kaikourain the afternoon.

[Antipodean] Wandering Albatross Diomedeaexulansantipodensis Two Kaikouraa.m.on 24thwerenotably
browner than the above.

Black-browed Albatross Thalassarchenelanophrys An adultandanimmaturea.m.andanimmaturep.m. at
Kaikoura on 24th were all of the sub-Antaratielanophrysace.

[White-capped] Shy Albatress Thalassarcheautacauta Oneor two Cook Straiton 22nd,3 botha.m.and
p.m.at Kaikourawerelovely on 24th, 1 thereon the whale-watchingrip on 25th,and30-40adults
onthe Stewartlslandpelagicon 2nd.
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[Salvin's] Shy Albatross Thalassarcheautasalvini Severalin the Cook Straiton 22nd,and2 a.m.but at
least7 p.m.weresuperbbirdsat Kaikouraon 24th& 1 whale-watchingdrip thereon 25th.

Northern/Hall's Giant Petrel Macronectedalli Giantpetrelswerenotedon 6 days:all specificallyidentified at
KaikourawereNorthernswhile therestareassumedo bethis speciesonedarkmorphCook Strait
on 22nd,c. 25 botha.m.andp.m. Kaikouraon 24th, 10+ whale-watchingrip thereon 25th, 2+
MonroesBeachon 27th, 5+ dark birds nearor pastthe NuggetPointlighthouseon 1st,anda few
distantbirds on the Stewartlslandpelagicon 2nd.

Cape/Pintado Petrel Daptioncapense OneCook Straiton 22nd,c. 60 a.m.butonly c. 15 p.m. Kaikoura,but
includingone S racebird on 24th, 20+ whale-watchingrip thereon 25th, at leasttwo of the northern
form on the Stewartislandpelagicon 2nd.

Broad-billed Prion Pachyptilavittata A singlespedpastthe boaton the Stewartlslandpelagicon 2nd.

Fairy Prion Pachyptilaturtur Seenon5 days:manydozensCook Straiton 22nd,2-3000QueenCharlotte
Soundon 23rd,60-80a.m.and 35-45p.m. Kaikouraon 24th, 10+ whale-watchingrip thereon 25th,
andplentyfrom the backof the boatafterdark Stewartislandon 1st.

Great-winged / Grey-faced Petrel Pterodromamacroptera/ gouldi Two a.m.Kaikouraeludedthe group,but 2
p.m.therefortunatelydid not on 24th, nor 1 on whale-watchingrip on 25th. Althoughthe world list
we use includes the endemic New Zealand-breeaghnggi within great-winged petrel, many authors
consider it is a separate species.

Mottled Petrel Pterodromainexpectata Onebriefly from thebackof theboatafterdark Stewartislandon 1st.
Black-winged Petrel Pterodromanigripennis Onefrom p.m.Kaikourapelagicon 24th.
White-chinned Petrel Procellariaaequinoctialis Two-threea.m.Kaikouraon 24th.

Westland [Black] Petrel Procellaria westlandica 60+ a.m.and40+ p.m.Kaikouraon 24th, 15+ whale-
watchingtrip thereon 25th,anda few very dark petrels probablythis specieffshorefrom Nugget
Pointlighthouseon 1st.

Buller's Shearwater Puffinusbulleri ThreeQueenCharlotteSoundon 23rd werepoorly seenaswas1 a.m.
Kaikouraon 24th,but 3 therep.m. thatday gaveterrific views.

Fluttering Shearwater Puffinusgavia 6-7 Cook Straiton 22nd,100sQueenCharlotteSoundon 23rd.

Hutton's Shearwater Puffinushuttoni Many 1000senrouteto Kaikouraon 23rd,2000+Kaikouraa.m.and
100+therep.m.on 24th, 30+ whale-watchingrip thereon 25th,and10-15shearwatersffshorefrom
the NuggetPointlighthouseon 1stwereprobablythis species.

Sooty Shearwater Puffinusgriseus 4-5 Cook Straiton 22nd,2 p.m. Kaikouraon 24th, severahundred mostly
distant,but a goodnumberfairly closetoo, on the Stewartlslandpelagicon 2nd.

Flesh-footed Shearwater Puffinuscarneipes 10+largedarkshearwatergresumedo bethis speciesCook
Straiton 22nd, 7-8 QueenCharlotteSoundalsopresumedo be this specieson 23rd,but 2 a.m.and
3 p.m.Kaikouraweredefinitely this specieson 24th.

Common Diving-petrel Pelecanoidesirinatrix Max. 10 QueenCharlotteSoundon 23rd,a diving petrel,
probablythis speciesfrom the boatin the dark Stewartlslandon 1st,and4-5 on the Stewartisland
pelagicon 2nd.

New Zealand Grebe/Dabchick Poliocephalugufopectus 3 Rotoruaon 20th, 15+ TaupolLakeon 21st.
Great Crested Grebe Podicep<ristatus 4 LakePearsoron 25th,1 Lake lantheon 26th.

Royal Spoonbill Platalearegia Seenon 7 days:8 Mirandaon 20th, 8 in flight Wellington on 22nd,50+ en
routeon 23rd, 2 Okaritoon 26th, 5 in estuarieenrouteon 30th,12 in colony NuggetPoint
lighthouseandanotherlO+in estuarieenrouteon 1st, 6+ enrouteon 3rd.

Great [White] Egret Ardeaalba Onein flight nr Hokitika on 25th, 1 enroute& 3 Okaritoon 26th,and1 en
route (Julie) on 29th.
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White-faced Heron Egrettanovaehollandiae Quite commonandrecordedon 12 days,with max.100+Miranda
& areaon 20thand25+enrouteon 1st.

Pacific Reef Heron Egrettasacra 1 in flight enrouteto Tiritiri Matangion 19th.

Australasian Gannet Morusserrator 2000+Muriwai on 18th,20-30Tiritiri Matangion 19th, at least4 Cook
Straiton 22nd,15-20QueenCharlotteSoundandl1 enrouteto Kaikouraon 23rd, 1 nearKaikouraen
routeon 25th, 1 Hokitika on 26th, 3 adultsnearTaiaroaHeadon 30th, 6+ from shoreat lunch
Papatowaon 1st,andafew from planeenroutebackon 3rd (Kate).

Little Pied Cormorant / Little Shag Phalacrocoraxmelanoleucos Quitecommonandwidespreadn small
number;notedon 15 dayswith max. severalMirandaand100+ Rotoruaon 20th.

Little Black Cormorant/Shag Phalacrocoraxsulcirostris Ratherocal; seenon5 dayswith 1 enroute(Anne)
on 19th, 7 Mirandaand50+ Rotoruaon 20th, 1 TaupoLake on 21st,2 Wellington Harbouron 22nd
and?7 salinasenrouteon 23rd.

Australian Pied Cormorant/Shag Phalacrocoraxvarius Quitecommonandwidespreadandseenon 11 days,
with max.25+ enroute+ Tiritiri Matangion 19th, plenty MirandaandRotoruaon 20th,10-15
QueenCharlotteSoundon 23rd and 20+ Kaikouraon 24th.

Great Cormorant Phalacrocoraxcarbo Only in smallnumberson 4 days:1 in flight enrouteon 22nd,1
MoerakiWildernesd.odge+ 1 MonroesBeachon 27th,5+ enrouteon 3rd and1 Milford Soundon
4th.

Spotted Shag Leucocarbopunctatus Notedon 7 days:max. 10+ QueenCharlotteSoundand 30+ inc chicksen
routeto Kaikouraon 23rd, lots OtagoPeninsulaon 30th, lots NuggetPointlighthouseareaon 1st
andplentyon the Stewartlslandpelagicon 2nd.

Rough-faced Shag / NZ King Shag Leucocarbocarunculatus ¢.60 QueenCharlotteSoundincludedjuveniles
on 23rdis anexcellenttotal for this extremelyrareendemic.

Stewart Island/Bronze Shag Leucocarbachalconotus Notedon 3 days:150+ TaiaroaHeadon 30th,5-6
eveningcruiseStewartlslandon 1st,andlots, includinga largecolony on anoffshoreislet, on the
Stewartlslandpelagicon 2nd.

New Zealand Falcon Falco novaeseelandiaeSeenon 3 days:1 PureoraForeston 21st,a superpair Moeraki
Wildernesd_odgeon 27th,and1 Lake OhauLodgeon 30th (Sue).

Swamp/Australasian Harrier Circusapproximans Common,widespreacandseenon 16 days,with max. 15+
varioussiteson 21st,12+ enrouteon 25th, 15-20varioussiteson 26th, 20+ enrouteon 28th, 10-15
varioussiteson 29th and 15+ enrouteon 30th.

Weka Gallirallus australis Fouradults+ 2 chicks QueenCharlotteSoundon 23rd, andtwo singleadults,a
pair plus 2 chicksandanadultplus 1 chick on Ulva Islandon 2nd.

Spotless Crake Porzanatabuensis 2-3 Tiritiri Matangion 19th (Cliff & Kate)wereall too brief.

Purple Swamphen Porphyrioporphyrio Quitecommonandwidespreadn lowland pasturesseenon 10 days
with max. 25+ varioussiteson 18th, 30+ varioussiteson 20th, plenty enroute on 25th, lots en
routeon 26th, plenty enrouteon 28thand 15+ enrouteon 1st.

Takahe Porphyriohochstetteri 1 (calledGreg!)on Tiritiri Matangion 19thwasour only record.
Eurasian/Common Coot Fulicaatra Only seen2 days:6 St Anne'sLagoonon 25th, 1 enrouteon 26th.

South Island [Pied] Oystercatcher Haematopusinschi Quitecommonandwidespreadeveninlandin S
Island.Notedon 12 dayswith max.200-300Mirandaon 20th, 25+ enrouteon 25thandplentyen
routeon 3rd.

Variable Oystercatcher Haematopusinicolor Also widespreadut coastalNotedon 12 dayswith max12+en
route+ Tiritiri Matangion 19th, 2-3 pairsMirandaon 20th, severalvarioussiteson 26th,2 Monroes
Beach& 4+ RobinsonCrusoeBeachon 27th,and20+ alongcoastandeveningcruiseStewartisland
on 1st.While morepiedin the N, all wereblackin the S.
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Australian/White-headed/Pied Stilt Himantopudeucocephalus Quitecommonandwidespreadindseenon 10
days.Max. 200+Mirandaon 20th, 20+ Lake Grasmeresalinasenrouteon 23rd, 10 including
hybridson 29thand8-10enrouteon 30th.

Black Stilt Himantopushovaezelandiael immatureLake Poaka& 1 juvenile TasmarRiver on 29th.

Masked Lapwing / NZ Spur-winged Plover Vanellusmiles Commonandvery widespreadespeciallyin
pasturesNotedon 15 dayswith max.20+enrouteon 21st,22ndand?23rd, pluslots enrouteon
25th, 26th, 28th, 29th, 30th, 1st, 3rd, and 5th.

Double-banded Plover / Banded Dotterel Charadriusbicinctus Seenon5 days:a pair atthe salinasand5+ on
the shoreenrouteto Kaikouraon 23rd, 3 Kaikoura(Cliff) on 24th,10+Lake Poaka& 3 adults+ 2
chicksTasmarRiver on 29th, 4+ Stewartlslandairstripon 1st,andanadult+ ajuvenilethereon
3rd.

Wrybill Anarhynchudrontalis About 140 Mirandaon 20th,and1 in the salinasenrouteon 23rd.

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosalapponica 1500-2000Mirandaon 20th,51 Okarito on 26th,and2-300in flight
OtagoPeninsulgKate) on 30th.

Red Knot Calidris canutus 300+ Mirandaon 20this our only record.
Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis 2 Mirandaon 20this our only record.
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper Calidris acuminata A minimum of 9 Mirandaon 20this our only record.

Kelp Gull Larusdominicanus The mostwidespreadyull, andseendaily in low B moderatenumber.

Red-billed Gull Larusscopulinus The mostabundanshorelinegull. Notedon 15 days100sbreedingRotorua
on 20th, 100sin Cook StraitandMarlboroughSoundon 22nd,abundantarioussiteson 23rd and
Kaikouraon 24t, and 25th, plentiful Dunedinand OtagoPeninsulaon 30th, alongthe coaston 1st,
on the Stewartlslandpelagicon 2nd,andenrouteon 3rd.

Black-billed Gull Larusbulleri Theinland, freshwatergull. Notedon 8 dayswith 35+ Mirandaon 20th, c. 30
enrouteto Kaikouraon 23rd, 1 Rangaioraon 25th, 10+ Okarito on 26th, 7 enrouteon 28th, a few
enrouteon 30th, 1000+enrouteon 3rd, and 100s,mainly in onegoodcolony, enrouteon 5th.

Caspian Tern Hydroprognecaspia A pair Tiritiri Matangion 19thand7 Mirandaon 20th.

White-fronted Tern Sternastriata The commoncoastatern.Notedon 12 dayswith 50+ Muriwai on 18th,
25+ Tiritiri Matangi+on 19th, 70+ Mirandaon 20th, c. 30 enrouteto Kaikouraon 23rd, 30+ in
colony Barney'sRock, Kaikouraon 24th, plenty Kaikouraon 25th, 2 Hokitika on 26th, plenty
MonroesBeachon 27th, plenty Ship Creekon 28th, a few OtagoPeninsulaon 30th, 45+ lunch
Papatowaestuaryand25+ eveningcruiseStewartlslandon 1s,andplenty on the Stewartlsland
pelagicon 2nd.

Black-fronted Tern Chlidoniasalbostriata Theinlandfreshwatettern; notedon 5 dayswith c. 10 Klondyke
Corneron 25th, 5-6 Ahururi River valley on 28th, 10+ varioussiteson 29th, 1 enroutenearLake
OhaulLodgeon 30thanda few enrouteon 5th.

Subantarctic/Brown Skua Stercorariusantarcticus At least8 differentbirdson or aroundthe Benchand
Bunkerlsletson the Stewartlslandpelagicon 2nd.

Arctic Skua / Parasitic Jaeger Stercorariusparasiticus Notedon 5 days,with 2 darkmorphjuvenilesQueen
CharlotteSoundon 23rd, singledark andintermediatenorphsa.m.anda light morphp.m. Kaikoura
on 24th, 5+ MonroesBeachon 27th, plenty Ship Creekon 28thand2 chasingternsoffshoreat lunch
Papatowaestuaryon 1st.

Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon Columbalivia Commonandwidespreadn townsandafew cliff areasFeralpigeons
werenotedon 14 days.

Spotted Dove Streptopeliachinensis Oneflew overenrouteon 18th.
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New Zealand Pigeon HemiphaganovaeseelandiaeCommonandwidespreadn goodforest.Seenon 13 days
especiallythe MoerakiWildernesd odgeon 27thandUlva and Stewartislandson 2nd and3rd.

Kea Nestornotabilis Recordedn 5 days:2 Arthur's Passon 25th, 1 SentinelRock, FranzJosefGlacier& 1
Moeraki Wilderness Lodge on 26th, 1 Moeraki Wilderness Lodge + several heard Monro Beach walk
on 27th,1 Mt Cookon 29th,anda min. of 7 HomerTunnelon 4th.

New Zealand Kaka Nestormeridionalis Notedon 6 days:6-7 PureoraForeston 21st,heardMonro Beachwalk
and2 seenp.m.on 27th,4 KaikouraPeninsuleon 28th, severalStewartlslandon 1st,severalthere
againand6+ Ulva Islandon 2ndand1+ Obanon 3rd.

Yellow-crowned Parakeet Cyanoramphuguriceps Notedon 5 dayswith 4-8 PureoraForeston 21st,2
ManganuiotealRiver (John)on 22nd,a parakeetprobablythis sp. QueensberryCliff) on 28th,1
Stewartlsland(Sue)on 2nd,andheardMirror Lakeson 4th.

Red-fronted Parakeet Cyanoramphusiovaezelandiae6+ Tiritiri Matangion 19thand8-10Ulva Islandon 2nd.

Long-tailed Cuckoo/Koel Urodynamistaitensis HeardMoerakiWildernesd.odgeon 27th,andheardHaast
Passon 28th.

Shining Bronze Cuckoo Chrysococcyiucidus Two heardPureoraForeston 21st,2 seenandothersheard
ManganuioteaRiver plus 1 enrouteon 22nd,heardMoerakiWildernesd_odgeon 27th,oneflew
overat breakfasiStewartlslandon 2nd,and1 very briefly enrouteon 3rd.

Little Owl Athenenoctua 1 enrouteon 3rd.

Morepork NinoxnovaeseelandiaeAt least2 heardMoerakiWildernesd.odgeon 27th.

Sacred Kingfisher Todiramphussanctus Uncommonin the N andvery uncommonin the S: 1 nearMuriwai on
18th, 3-4 Tiritiri Matangion 19th, 1 enrouteon 20th, 1 PureoraForeston 21st,3+ enrouteon
22nd,1 enrouteon 1standl Ulva Island (Anne) on 2nd.

Rifleman Acanthisittachloris 5-7 HaastPasson 28th,a pair Mt Cookon 29th, a pair Ulva Islandon 2nd anda
pair Cascade Creek & a female Mirror Lakes on 4th.

New Zealand/South Island Rockwren Xenicusgilviventris 3 HomerTunnelon 4th.

Stitchbird Notiomystiscincta 12+ Tiritiri Matangion 19th.

New Zealand Bellbird Anthornismelanura Notedon 10 days:e.g.abundanfTiritiri Matangion 19th, plenty
MoerakiWildernesd odge+on 27thandplentiful Ulva Islandon 2nd.

Tui ProsthemaderamovaeseelandiaeVery commonin nativeforestandnotedon 13 days.AbundantTiritiri
Matangion 19th, lots PureoraForeston 21st,plenty ManganuioteatRiver on 22nd, lots various
siteson 26th, lots Moeraki Wilderness.odgeon 27th, plenty varioussiteson 28th,abundantilva
Islandon 2ndandseveralStewartislandon 3rd.

Grey Gerygone / Warbler Gerygondgata QuitecommonandwidespreadNotedon 11 daysat numeroussites,
andtheir lovely warbling songbecameguite familiar.

Yellowhead Mohouaochrocephala Oneseenwell HaastPasqAnne)on 28th,andtwo seenwell by half the
groupUlva Islandon 2nd.

Whitehead Mohouaalbicilla 8+ Tiritiri Matangion 19th, a few PureoraForestincluding juvenileson 21stand
afew heardsingingManganuioteatRiver on 22nd.

Pipipi / New Zealand Brown Creeper FinschianovaeseelandiaeTwo MoerakiWildernesd.odgeon 27thand
10-12Ulva Islandon 2nd.

Kokako Callaeascinereus 1-2 pairsTiritiri Matangion 19th,and1 seenandanotheralsoheardPureora-orest
on 21st.
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Saddleback Philesturnuscarunculatus 10+ of the N raceon Tiritiri Matangion 19thand5-6 of the South
Island race Ulva Island on 2nd.

Australian Magpie Gymnorhinatibicen An introducedspecieswvidespreadn smallnumberalmostthroughout;
notedon 14 days.

New Zealand Fantail Rhipidurafuliginosa Not very commonandonly frequentin the S. Notedon 8 dayswith
1 enroute(Cliff) on 18th,4+ PureoraForeston 21st,1 SentinelRock, FranzJosefGlacieron 26th, 3
MoerakiWildernesd odgeon 27th,3 Ship Creek& 5+ HaastPasson 28th,afew seenandplenty
heardUlva Islandon 2nd, 1 Lake Mistletoe (Kate) on 3rd and5 varioussiteson 4th.

Rook Corvusfrugilegus c.20Mirandaon 20thand2 enrouteon 21st.

Tomtit Petroicamacrocephala Seenon 8 days:6+ PureoraForeston 21st,a few varioussiteson 26th, 2-3
MoerakiWildernesd.odgeon 27th,afew enroutevarioussiteson 28th,a maleMt Cookon 29th,a
few seenandplenty heardUlva islandon 2nd, 3 Lake Mistletoe(Kate) on 3rd,and2 enroute& 1
Mirror Lakeson 4th.

New Zealand Robin Petroicaaustralis Notedon 4 days:7+ Tiritiri Matangion 19thand1 PureoraForeston
21stwereof thedrabbemM race,while brighterS racebirdswerecommonon Ulva Islandon 2nd, plus
1 seen& othersheardCascade&reekon 4th.

Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena Commonandwidespreadn smallbmoderatenumber,andnotedon 16
daysat numeroussites.

Eurasian/Common Skylark Alaudaarvensis Abundantandwidespreadn grasslandsNotedon 15 days.

New Zealand Fernbird Megaluruspunctatus Justl seenandits mateheardPureoraForeston 21st.

Silvereye Zosteropdateralis Quite commonandwidespreadut ratherelusive;seenon 9 days,mostlyin South
andStewartislands.

Common/Indian Myna Acridotheredristis Notedon 4 daysin N Island.Plentyenrouteon 18th, plenty
Tiritiri Matangion 19th, commonthroughouton 20th, andlots varioussiteson 21st.

Common/European Starling Sturnusvulgaris Abundantwidespreadcindseendaily throughout.

Common Blackbird Turdusmerula Common,widespreachndseendaily except24th.
Song Thrush Turdusphilomelos Commonb abundantwidespreadand seendaily.

House Sparrow Passerdomesticus Common widespreadaindseendaily aroundtownsin smallbmoderate
number.

Dunnock / Hedge Accentor Prunellamodularis Quite common,widespreadindnotedon 13 days,but under-
recorded.

New Zealand Pipit AnthusnovaeseelandiaeNotedon 5 days:1 Mirandaon 20th,5-6 PureoraForeston 21st,2
enrouteon 22nd,1 TasmarRiver on 29thand1 Te AnauDownson 3rd.

Common Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Becomingabundantn the S; widespreadandnoteddaily excepton 19th.
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European Greenfinch Carduelischloris Widespreadn generallysmallnumber;notedon 15 days.
European Goldfinch Cardueliscarduelis Also widespreadn small-moderat@umber;notedon 15 days.

Lesser Redpoll Carduelis[flammea]cabaret Remarkablycommonandwidespreadtonsideringhe UK status.
Notedon 13 days,commonestin S. Birds seemedo showplumagetypesmoresimilar to British
andC EuropearlLesserghanCommon/ Mealy Redpolls.

Yellowhammer Emberizacitrinella Also remarkablycommonandwidespreadonsideringhe UK statusNoted
on 14 days,beingcommonestn the S.

MAMMALS - MAMMALIA

Common Brushtail Possum Trichosurusvulpecula A terrible pestto nativeforests,a few nearthefront of the
groupwereOlucky€ seea live onewhile walking to OceanBeachat night on 1st, otherwisealmost
daily roadkill.

European Rabbit Oryctolaguscuniculus Also a major pest,notedon 8 days,especiallyin thedrier C partsof
SIslands.

Brown/European Hare Lepuseuropaeus 1 LakePoaka,l enroute& 3+ roadkillson 29th.

New Zealand Fur Seal Arctocephaludorsteri Quite commonaroundrocky coastsput especiallyin the S.
Notedon 10 days,with max. of abundanbn coastenrouteto Kaikouraon 23rd,abundanKaikoura
on 24th and 25th, 30-40KnightO$oint on 28th, abundantlong coast,especiallyNuggetPointon
1st,abundanbn rocky coastsStewartlslandpelagicon 2nd,and45-40Milford Soundon 4th.

Hooker's/New Zealand Sealion Phocarctoshookeri A femaleOtagoPeninsuleon 30th.

Stoat Mustelaerminea Anotherterrible pest.Oneranacrossheroadenrouteon 5th.
Ferret Mustelafuro Oneroadkill on 22ndis our only record.

Western Hedgehog Erinaceuseuropaeus A numberof roadkillsnotedon severaldaysin S Island.

Killer Whale / Orca Orcinusorca A distantmale& 3+ femalesenrouteto Tiritiri Matangion 19thwasa
brilliant find by CIiff.

(Common) Bottle-nosed Dolphin Tursiopstruncatus 3+ justof Tiritiri Matangion 19thwereseenby afew, as
werethe 5-6 Milford Soundon 4th.

Dusky Dolphin Lagenorhynchusbscurus Thesedelightful andattractiveanimalswereseenon 4 days:3
Marlboroughsoundentranceon 22nd,c. 20 QueenCharlotteSoundon 23rd, notedbotha.m.and
p.m. Kaikouraon 24th,andlots from the whale-watchingpoatandalongthe coasten routefrom
Kaikouraon 25th.

Southern Right Whale Dolphin Lissodelphigperonii 3-4 at Kaikoura(Cliff) werea very unexpectedonus
p.m.,giventhattheyareseenapproximatelyoncea yearat Kaikouraandhadn'tbeenseenby our
skipper there for 6-7 years! [And never by our guides, to their chagrin!]

Hector's Dolphin Cephalorhynchusectori 10-12Ship Creekon 28thwereafine, if somewhatistantsight.

REPTILES & AMPHIBIANS - REPTILIA & AMPHIBIA
McCann's Skink Oligosomamccanni Two Queensberrpn 28this our only record.
Whistling/Brown Tree Frog Litoria ewingi 15+ tadpolesprobablyof this speciesShip Creekon 28th.

BUTTERFLIES - LEPIDOPTERA
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Small White Pierisrapae Not uncommornin warmweatherNotedon 7 dayswith afew Mirandaon 20th, a few
PureoraForeston 21st,severalvarioussiteson 23rd, 1 Lake lantheon 26th,a few enrouteon 28th,
severaknrouteon 1st,andlots enrouteon 3rd.

Common Copper Lycaenasalustius OneMonroesBeachon 27this our only record.

Boulder Copper Lycaena=Bouldenaria] boldenarum A few, probablythis speciesMirandaon 20th,afew
HinauWalk on 25th, 6+ Queensberryn 28th,andabundantvit Cook on 29th.

Common Grass Blue / NZ Common Blue Zizinalabradus Justoneor two Mirandaon 20thand1 Pureora
Foreston 21st.

NZ Southern Blue Zizina[labradus] oxleyi OneMt Cookon 29this our only record.

Monarch Danausplexippus Onealongcoastenrouteto Kaikouraon 23rd.

New Zealand Red Admiral Vanessajonerilla Seenonb5 days:1 PureoraForeston 21st,1 Lake lantheon
26th, 3-4 RobinsonCrusoeBeachon 27th, a few varioussiteson 28th,and2 Mt Cook on 29th.

Black Mountain Ringlet Percnodaimommerula Two (seenby alucky few) Mt Cookon 29th.

MOTHS - LEPIDOPTERA

New Zealand Magpie-moth Nyctemeraamica Lots PureoraForeston 21st,1 Twizel on 29th, 1 Dunedinhotel
on 30th.

DAMSELFLIES & DRAGONFLIES - ODONATA

New Zealand Blue Damselfly Austrolestegolensonis 2 PureoraForeston 21st& 1 Lake lantheon 26th.

New Zealand Red Damselfly Xanthocnemigealandica Notedon 6 days:1 PureoraForeston 21st,plentyen
routeon 22nd,plenty St Anne'sLagoonon 25th, 2+ Lake lantheon 26th, 1 MoerakiWilderness
Lodgeon 27th,andplenty Ship Creekon 28th.

Red Percher Diplacodesbipunctata A few RobinsonCrusoeBeachon 27th (Cliff) is ouronly record.

Devil's Darning-needle / Bush Giant Uropetalacarovei A few TaupoLakeon21standl lunchenroute
(Cliff) on22nd.

‘Yellow-spotted’ Dragonfly Procorduliagrayi Assumingall theidentificationsarecorrect(unlikely basedon
brief views of mostandcouldbeeitherP. grayi or smithii) 1 PureoraForest& afew TaupoLakeon
21st,afew lunchenrouteon 22ndand3-4 (definitely grayi basedon photos)Lake lantheon 26th.

Interestingsourceonthe D of thegroupcanbefoundat http://www.nzetc.org/tm/scholarly/tei-Bio25Tuat01-t1-
body-d3.htmi(seep. 19; but this is actuallyat oddswith modernphotosandIDs) andthe wonderfulphotosof a
few speciesat http://photombo.net/gallery/dragonfly-wrl.htnilhe on-line paperat
http://rsnz.natlib.govt.nz/volume/rsnz_85/rsnz_85_02_002020dunfirmsthe ID beyonddoubt.

OTHER SELECTED INSECTS - INSECTA

Southern Tussock Grasshopper Sigausaustralis A few grasshoppergrobablyof this speciesat Mt Cookon
209th.

White-tailed Bumblebee Bombuducorum Abundantandwidespreadnotedon 11 days.
Manuka Beetle Pyronotafestiva Two Mt Cookon 29th.
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Huhu Beetle Prionoplusreticularis A superbadultflew to thelight on the backof the boatafterthe kiwi walk
on 1st.Well knownasits hugegrubsarea potentialfood sourcein desperatsituations!

Sand Fly Austrosimuliumsp. Theinfamoussandfly...Felt on 9 dayswith Plenty QueenCharlotteSoundon
23rd,varioussitesMoeraki Wildernesd_odgeon 26th, 100sMoeraki Wildernesd_odgeon 27th,
100sShip Creek+on 28th,afew Mt Cookon 29th, severalOceanBeachsite on 1st,a few Ulva
Islandon 2nd, Stewartlslandon 3rd andplenty on 4th.

New Zealand Glow-worm Arachnocampduminosa PlentyMoerakiWildernesd.odgeon 26th.

OTHER SELECTED TAXA
Burrowing Mud Crab Helicecrassa AbundantMirandaon 20th.

New Zealand Mussel Pernacanaliculus If thisis the correctspecies?!Plentyof their enormousgcolourful
shellsat Mirandaon 20th.

SELECTED FISH - PISCES
Rainbow Trout Oncorhynchusnykiss SeveraMoerakiWildernesd.odgeon 27this our only record.
Long-finned Eel Anguillareinhardtii OTen-ish®loerakiWilderness.odgeon 27this our only record.
Whitebait Galaxiid sp. Plenty Ship Creekon 28this our only record.

PLANTS

Thisis just a selectedist of thosethat| remembeme saw,thoughwe sawmore.Therearea coupleof good
websitedor NZ flowers,including http://www.hebesoc.org/nz_plants_atoz/nz_plants_atozahtin
http://www.nzplantpics.comihich arefun to browse.

Kauri Agathisaustralis

Mountain Toatoa / Mountain Celery Pine Phyllocladusalpinus
Miro Prumnopityderruginea

Kahikatea / White Pine Dacrycarpusdacrydioides

Rimu / RedPine Dacrydiumcupressinum

Silver Pine / Manoao Manoaocolensoi

Mamaku Cyatheamedullaris

Ponga / Silver Tree Fern Cyatheadealbata
Katote / Soft Tree Fern Cyatheasmithii
Wheki Dicksoniasquarrosa

Cabbage Tree / Ti Kauka Cordylineaustralis
Tree Tutu Coriaria arborea

Southern Rata Metrosiderosumbellata
Stinkwood Coprosmafoetidissima
Lancewood Pseudopanaferox

Ngiao Myoporumlaetum

Rewarewa Knightia excelsa

Tree Fuchsia / Kotukutuku Fuchsiaexcorticata
Silver Beech Nothofaguamenziesii

Red Beech Nothofaguscxx
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Black Beech Nothofagus«xx

Mountain Beech Nothofagussolandrivar. cliffortioides
Rangiora Brachyglottisrepanda

Heketara Oleariarani

Mangrove / Manawa Avicenniamarina

Manuka Leptospermunscoparium

Supplejack / Kareao Ripogonunscandens
Puawhananga Clematispaniculata

Bush Lawyer / Tataramoa Rubuscissoides
Mistletoe Peraxillatetrapetala

‘Bamboo’ orchid / Peka-a-waka Earina mucronata SentinelRock, FranzJosefGlacieron 26th,andUlva
Islandon 2nd.

‘Bamboo’ orchid Earina autumnalis Not in flower at varioussites.
Lady’s Slipper Orchid Winika (=Dendrobiun) cunninghamii Ulva Islandon 2nd.

Greenhood Orchid / Tutukiwi Pterostyliscf banksii SentinelRock, FranzJosefGlacieron 26th, Ulva Island
on 2nd,andMilford Soundon 4th.

Greenhood Orchid sp. Pterostyliscf cardiostigma CascadéCreekon 4th.

A terrestrialspeciegrowingasanepiphyte! Chiloglottis cornuta SentinelRock, FranzJosefGlacieron 26th.
Common Onion Orchid Microtis unifolia agg. NuggetPointon 1st.

Spider Orchid Corybusoblongus Ulva Islandon 2nd.

Star Herb Libertia pulchella MonroesBeachon 27th.

Hookgrass Uncinia uncinata
Snow / Tussock Grass spp. Chionochloaspp.

Crown Fern Blechnumdiscolor
Hen and Chickens Fern Aspleniumbulbiferum
Kidney Fern Trichomanegeniforme

Creeping Pratia / Panakenake Pratia ungulate MonroesBeachon 27th.
NZ Violet Viola lyalli MonroesBeachon 27th.

Mountain Violet Viola cunninghamii

Mt Cook Lily Ranunculudyallii

Montane umbellifer sp. Gingidia montana

Montane daisy sp. Celmisiasp.

NZ Harebell Wahlenbergiaalbomarginata

Fragrant Hebe Hebecf odora

Wild Irishman / Matagouri Discaria toumatou

Speargrass / Wild Spaniard Aciphyllaspp.including lyallii

Snowbell Gaultheriacrassa

Shortmatplantwith tiny semi-transpareritibularflowers Pentachondrgumila
Giant Viper’s bugloss Echiumsp.
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Scabweed / Mat Daisy Raouliasp. possiblyGolden Scabweed Raouliaaustralis Queensberrpn 28th.

FUNGI
Bracket Fungus Unknownsp. SeveralMoerakiWildernesd odgeon 27thandShip Creekon 28th.
Stinkhorn Fungus Aseroerubra RobinsonCrusoeBeach(Cliff & John)on 27this our only record.

See separate file for photos
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