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Saturday 21 October 2017 
Three of the group had arrived in Grantown-on-Spey the previous evening and after a leisurely breakfast, 
we set off out locally to find some wildlife.  However, having heard there was a craft fair in Boat of Garten 
village hall, a brief visit was first on the agenda.  Having made a few purchases there, we headed for Loch 
Garten RSPB reserve.  As we drew into the car park there were a couple of other cars there and someone 
was feeding the birds.  We tried the same thing and within a few minutes we had lots of coal tits feeding 
from Mike’s hand.  We then walked out to the reserve’s visitor centre where there were many more coal 
tits willing to feed from the hand as well as a couple of crested tits, a few chaffinches, one or two Eurasian 
robins and a winter wren.  A bank vole was also scurrying about picking up food dropped by the birds and 
two red squirrels were playing three-dimensial ‘chase’ on some nearby Scots pines.  
 
We then drove out towards the Lochindorb road seeing a common kestrel as we went.  Two or three red 
Grouse could be seen from the place we stopped for a cuppa and as we stood there, gradually more 
appeared amongst the heather, some were quite close.  Out on the loch itself there were seven tufted 
ducks visible from this location.  As we left, we had hardly gone a couple of hundred yards when a bird was 
seen perched on a skyline rock.  This turned out to be a peregrine and everyone had good ‘scope views.  
Further on we saw a few rabbits including one black individual and then as we headed onwards, a couple of 
roe deer were noted. 
 
Back at the hotel we met up with the rest of the group and set off for a little more wildlife watching.  At the 
nearby River Spey a female goosander was seen, and then close to Nethybridge there were two or three 
roe deer out in the fields.  Along the road out towards Broomhill Bridge a common buzzard flew off into the 
trees as it was being mobbed by a corvid.  There was a flock of perhaps 250 rooks and jackdaws here too.  
Close to the bridge we could view the river and here we could see occasional salmon leaping, a grey heron 
flying away from us and there were three more roe deer in one of the fields.  During the journey back to 
Grantown-on-Spey we did get a brief view of a couple of mistle thrushes on some overhead wires. 
 
This completed our days wildlife watching so back at the hotel we had time to rest before a typically good 
Grant Arms choice of evening meals. 
 



 
 

Sunday 22 October 2017 
A 7.30am pre breakfast walk to Anagach Woods produced an array of common birds such as wren, robin, 
blackbird and chaffinch as well as great, blue and coal tits.  At the woodland ‘squirrel feeder’ we thought 
we heard the lid of the feeder ‘clunk’ a few times but there was no squirrel present!  Eventually a red 
squirrel actually emerged from the feeder.  It had been hiding and feeding inside! 
 
After breakfast we headed out to Strathdearn.  As we left the A9, one red grouse and four red-legged 
partridges were seen, along with a few redwings.  In the early part of the valley itself we were soon 
encountering lots of common pheasants, blackbirds and occasional wood pigeons then as we came close to 
the Findhorn River, a white-throated dipper was feeding along the opposite bank.  More pheasants were 
seen and some seemed to have suicidal tendencies as they walked along the road and were indecisive on 
whether to go off left or right.  A group of about ten red-legged partridges knew that the top of the dry-
stone wall or beyond the sheep fence was safe from passing vehicles. 
 
At our first major stopping point, a grey heron was standing on the bridge railings, at least five common 
buzzards appeared over the ridge with a common kestrel as a good size comparison.  Red deer could be 
heard roaring occasionally and a few were seen high up on the ridges where six feral goats were feeding.  
At least three goldcrests were in the nearby conifers beneath which were a few species of fungi including 
larch bolete and false saffron milkcap. 
 
At the end of the valley car parking area we were the only vehicle; most unusual but no doubt caused by 
the lack of good weather that the local forecast had promised.  From here we did see more common 
buzzards in various, mostly distant, parts of the valley, perhaps a dozen in total.  A golden eagle also put in 
a brief appearance, as did a red kite and a peregrine falcon.  At least four ravens flew along the southern 
ridge and a few more red deer were added but the cold breeze kept us close to or actually inside the 
minibus especially during lunch. 
 
With no improvement in the weather we decided on a drive up over the mountain road to Farr.  As we 
climbed up through some conifer woodland a female sika deer was spotted.  A little further on we reached 
open moorland at first very little was seen.  Later though, numerous red grouse put in an appearance as did 
a couple of red kites.  We turned towards, Errogie and along the valley road there were many more suicidal 
common pheasants as well as three more red kites and a couple more common buzzards.  At Errogie we 
overlooked Loch Mhor where we found seven whooper swans, 3 female goldeneyes, four little grebes plus 
a few common teal and many Eurasian wigeon and mallard.  While we watched the wildfowl a couple of 
groups of redwings flew past totalling about 16 birds overall. 
 
We returned to Strathdearn via the mountain road seeing more red grouse, ravens and a common buzzard,  
and a glimpse of sunshine produced a rainbow as the ‘wet stuff’ was now falling! 
 
In Strathdearn we found a male black grouse and a couple of brown hares as well as some of the species we 
had noted earlier.  Later, in Tomatin we saw a total of four red squirrels as we left the area and headed 
back to Grantown.  A brief stop before we reached the A9 produced 35 more redwings and some welcome 
‘cuppas’.  The rest of the journey produced little of note except three roe deer and a couple of common 
buzzards on fence posts. 
 
Monday 23 October 2017 
We set off for the coast at 9am and saw little of interest until we reached Findhorn Bay.  Here there were 
literally thousands of birds present or flying out to daytime feeding locations.  Skeins of pink-footed geese 
were flying inland against a cloudy sky with a bright patch were the sun should be!  Other pink-feet flew 
around and landed back on the estuary mud.  Overall there were perhaps 8-10,000 of these geese.  Among 
the shrubs and bushes there were a few yellowhammers and chaffinches, plus one or two wrens, dunnocks 
and robins.  Our attention returned to the estuary mud and the waders.  These included about 120 golden 
plovers, some curlews, redshanks, dunlins and oystercatchers.  Ducks included plenty of wigeon and a few 



 
 

northern pintails, while the numerous gulls included greater black-backed, black-headed, herring and a few 
common gulls. Best bird noted here however was a common kingfisher which gave good but rather brief 
‘scope views.  At Findhorn Beach we noted goldfinches and a female stonechat as we drove into the car 
park.  Off shore there was a great northern diver which was visible throughout our stay.  Beyond the 
outflow of the River Findhorn there were a couple of groups of roosting Eurasian oystercatchers totalling 
perhaps 200 birds.  In the sea a few grey seals were mostly ‘bottling’ and a couple were hauled out on a 
sandbank where 20+ cormorants were resting.  Common scoters, long-tailed ducks and red-breasted 
mergansers were seen in fair numbers and occasional northern gannets flew past, some almost at the limit 
of identifiable range.  One lone common guillemot also flew past. 
 
During the drive to Roseisle we saw a good flock of pink-footed geese obviously feeding in a distant stubble 
field and there were perhaps 15-20 pied wagtails feeding close to some cattle.  The road out to Roseisle car 
park was driven at a slow pace and this paid off when a redwing and a mistle thrush were seen.  A short 
walk through the pine woodlands produced a few fungi and then as we overlooked the sea we found more 
red-breasted mergansers, common scoters and long-tailed ducks.  There were also a few common eiders 
present.  During lunch within the woodland we noted a couple of goldcrests, six long-tailed tits and a 
treecreeper as well as a few more fungi including crab brittlegill, yellow field cap and pinewood gingertail 
and two red admiral butterflies. 
 
There were a couple more grey seals in Burghead Harbour, 21 redshanks and one ruddy turnstone were 
roosting away the high tide and there were at least five rock pipits amount the mooring chains.  We then 
moved to the sheltered side of the headland from where we saw passing great cormorants, shags, one red-
throated diver, ten+ long-tailed ducks and a lone kittiwake.  Two ruddy turnstones and a male eider also 
flew past, the latter in the company of another long-tailed duck.  Some distant offshore the quantity of 
feeding northern gannets gradually increased and a lone northern fulmar was also noted.  Closer to us, but 
still quite a long way off, a skein of pink-footed geese seemed to be heading for Udale Bay, grey seals 
bobbed in the waves while a rock pipit flew past and about a dozen twite fed among the grass slopes.   A 
few plants were noted including thrift, sea and buckshorn plantain.  As we began the journey back towards 
Grantown, we took a short detour and managed to find the feeding flock of pink-footed geese we had 
noted on the outward journey.  In one field we estimated there might have been around 8,500 individuals. 
 
Our final stop of the day took us along the Lochindorb road.  At the turning from the ‘A’ road we saw two 
roe deer and a short way along the road we found seven red-legged partridges right on the roadside.  As we 
approached the loch there were three or four red grouse in the heather while on the water there were a 
few pairs and groups of mallard.  The largest gathering of the latter species was in the lee of the ruined 
castle on the island.  Roadside fields held a good number of rabbits, two roe deer and five more red-legged 
partridges while the far end of the loch saw three goldeneyes and a few tufted ducks bobbing about on the 
water.  A brief pause by the bridge produced seven more red grouse and a few fungi including wood 
blewitt, dog tooth lichen and golden waxcap.  However, the cold wind encouraged an early retreat to the 
minibus.  As we drove back along the same road to get to Grantown, the rabbits in the field had increased 
to 20-25 individuals including two black ones. 
 
Tuesday 24 October 2017 
We set off after breakfast and made our first ‘stop’ beside the nearby River Spey.  Blackbirds and robins 
were seen on this riverside drive as were a female goosander and a white-throated dipper.  We then 
headed for Loch Garten seeing half a dozen mistle thrushes and a meadow pipit together on overhead 
wires.  On Loch Garten itself there was a group of 30+ greylag geese while in the car park were lots of coal 
Tits, a couple of crested tits and at least two goldcrests as well as one or two blue and great tits.  Growing 
on the trunk of a silver birch we found a red-belted bracket fungi.  Along the trail towards the visitor centre 
feeders there were many more coal tits and two more crested tits.  Also here were two treecreepers and 
another goldcrest plus three or four chaffinches, a wren and a robin.   Plants noted included bilberry and 
cowberry. 
 



 
 

On the feeder at the Centre there was a red squirrel feeding quite happily despite our approach.  Also in 
the area were more coal and crested tits, a great spotted woodpecker, a greenfinch and out in the more 
open area was a male stonechat.  The other mammal species noted here was bank vole of which there 
were at least three individuals. 
 
We then drove a few miles from Loch Garten to a more open location for our picnic lunch and during that 
time the sun began to shine.  This encouraged a few raptors to take to the air and these included two 
common buzzards and a kestrel.  Just before we left, an adult white-tailed eagle flew overhead showing its 
true ‘barn door’ description!   We then returned to the Loch Garten reserve and ventured out on the Loch 
Mallachie trail.  With Anne in the wheelchair, the going was a little tough but at times but we persevered 
and Graham did a great job of pushing Anne all of the way tfhere and back!  As we neared Loch Mallachie 
we found a few coal tits and two crested tits that had not heard about the free food hand-outs at the car 
park and visitor centre.  There was also a goldcrest or two in this area too and a treecreeper was heard.  
The views over and around Loch Mallachie were superb in the afternoon sunshine.  Many photos were 
taken here before we set off back through the lovely ancient Caledonian pine forest to the car park.  We 
then drove to Loch Pityoulish for the views but by now cloud had increased and capped the distant 
mountains.  However, there were a few gulls present and half a dozen mallards out on the open water.  We 
returned to Grantown via Aviemore with time for a relax before another fine Grant Arms evening meal. 
 
Wednesday 25 October 2017 
We left the hotel at 9am and set off towards the Black Isle.  Along the A9 towards Inverness we saw a 
common kestrel. Back out on the A9 we headed over Kessock Bridge and then drove down to North 
Kessock to look for wildlife.  There were gulls along the water’s edge and out over the incoming tidal race 
and there was a group of great cormorants and European shags on a small island over the far side of the 
water.  As we left, the tide had begun to cover many of the feeding areas favoured by the birds and they 
had been driven in close to the road. There must have been a dozen close redshanks and a similar number 
of Eurasian wigeon.  After a brief stop for loos, we took the road towards then through Culbokie seeing a 
common buzzard, 60+ redwings, a few fieldfares and a lone meadow pipit in one area and lots of gulls and 
some distant skeins of pink-footed geese as we went. 
 
At Newhall Point we scanned the sea around the oil rigs in for repair etc. and found a Slavonian grebe, a 
few red-breasted mergansers and at least five common eiders.  Along the muddy shoreline there were 
many waders feeding including curlews, redshanks, oystercatchers, knots and bar-tailed godwits. A little 
further along the road we also identified a lone black-tailed godwit.   
 
At the Udale Bay RSPB hide there were thousands of birds to be seen.  Despite the fact that most of the 
pink-footed geese were elsewhere feeding, there were still somewhere in the region of 1,500 out on the 
mud including some bathing in the freshwater stream just in front of the hide.  Standing just beyond the 
stream was a lone barnacle goose.  There were flocks of oystercatchers and northern lapwings standing not 
too far away.  Occasionally the lapwings would rise in unison showing white undersides and dark 
uppersides in a twinkling flock-flight.  On one occasion a lone kestrel flew across the area and was instantly 
mobbed by the lapwing flock.  Other waders on the mud including 10-15 golden plovers plus many 
redhsanks, knots, dunlins, bar-tailed godwits and one or two distant ringed plovers.  The far tide line held a 
few thousand Eurasian wigeon and a lone adult whooper swan.  As the tide rose they all gradually moved 
closer and the standing flock of oystercatchers began walking to higher mud to avoid getting their feet wet.  
After eating our lunch in the comfort of the hide we began driving towards Cromarty but paused just 
beyond the village of Jemimaville to overlook the Firth.   Here we immediately saw a flock of 200-250 
greater scaup and then much further out there was a straggling group of 700-800 more.  An amazing 
concentration of this diving duck species.  Further along the road there were red-breasted mergansers, 
eiders, a couple of long-tailed ducks plus a family group of two adult and three young mute swans. 
 
After a brief stop in Cromarty we headed to Chanonry Point on the Moray Firth where we saw two ringed 
plovers and four dunlins dash past, a common guillemot out on the sea among a few ‘bottling’ grey seals 



 
 

and a few skeins of pink-footed geese over the distant fields and headlands.  In the shrubs by the housing 
there were the usual robins, wrens and dunnocks.  Sadly the hoped for bottlenose dolphins failed to put in 
an appearance.  A few plants were noted and these included sea buckthorn and Rosa rugosa. 
 
We then returned to Udale Bay where the tide was now at its highest.  Many birds were now crammed on 
to the grassy area including most of the wigeon that had earlier been too far out to really recognise.  
Diligent searching through this flock eventually revealed an American wigeon that had been reported 
earlier.  Groups of pink-footed geese, lapwings, oystercatchers and gulls added to the spectacle of the high 
tide roost; it was a fabulous sight and experience.  As we watched, a common skylark flew over calling; 
another new species to add to our growing list. 
 
As we left the Black Isle to head back towards Grantown, a red kite was seen and further on we noted one 
or two roe deer and four more whooper swans on a small lochan. 
 
Thursday 26 October 2017 
We left the hotel at 9am and drove directly to the lower car park on Cairngorm seeing four roe deer and 
one common buzzard during the journey.  We saw nothing except a busy helicopter coming and going with 
goods from the upper part of the mountain.  On the way to the upper car park we looked over the reindeer 
enclosures and could see somewhere in the region of 50 individual animals.  Most of the group walked out 
on to the slopes of Cairngorm in the hope of finding ptarmigan but unfortunately it seemed that the 
weather was too mild to bring them down to ‘our level’ of exploration.  However, we did see about ten red 
grouse and saw and heard a few meadow pipits. Also noted were a couple of lichen, namely gog tooth and 
devil’s matchstick. We managed to make it back to the vehicle just before the forecast rain began;  
excellent organisation by the Travelling Naturalist of course!!  On the way down to Loch Morlich there were 
a couple of goldfinches feeding on some roadside thistle seeds but they flew off as we approached. 
 
During lunch beside Loch Morlich we were joined by about 15 mallards, many of which appeared to be 
young of the year, and these were happy to be fed remnants of our sandwiches.  Out on the loch itself 
there were three female and one male goldeneye.  Rain continued throughout much of the lunchtime stop 
so we paid a visit to the Rothiemurchus visitor centre for some ‘retail therapy’. 
 
From here we drove to the Insh Marshes car park with a brief excursion into Glen Feshie but perhaps 
because of the continuing bad weather, little was seen except for a few common blackbirds, numerous 
pheasants and a couple of chaffinches.   At the RSPB reserve we headed to the shelter of the excellent hide 
as the rain continued.  However, viewing here was rather difficult due to the rain-splattered windows.  That 
having been said, we did manage to see a female hen harrier and a common buzzard, as well as three or 
four roe deer.  On the feeders just below the hide there were numerous coal, great and blue tits and a 
robin, and one or two blackbirds could be seen feeding on the ground below.  Eventually the rain stopped 
and we were able to head up to the viewing platform for much clearer views.  From here we were able to 
bring the total of visible roe deer up to 12 individuals.  There were also many mallards out on the 
marshland pools and a pair of common teal took off and immediately flew off around the corner and out of 
sight.   Sadly the harrier was not seen again but a flight of 26 whooper swans flew along the valley and all 
but one kept going.  The odd one individual peeled off and flew back towards Loch Insh. 
 
After a cup of tea in the car park, during which time we saw a second common buzzard and a few redwings, 
we began our journey back towards Grantown.  Down on the meadows below Ruthven Barracks there was 
a group of feeding greylag geese and much closer to our hotel a brown hare was seen as well as a few 
rabbits to complete our day’s viewing. 
 
Friday 27 October 2017 
Whilst some of the group availed themselves of the shops in Grantown-on-Spey a barn swallow was noted 
flying low along the High Street; a very late sighting for this species so far north.   
 



 
 

On the way back to the Black Isle, a couple of red kites and a jay were worthy of note.  We paused at Tore 
for the services were mistle thrush, pied and grey wagtails were among the birds seen.  On the ‘inner’ 
Cromarty Firth (south-west of the Kessock Bridge) we located a flock of about 60 mixed finches including 
mainly linnets and goldfinches with a couple of yellowhammers too.  Along the exposed estuarine mud 
were curlews, oystercatchers, wigeon and teal and a few pink-footed geese.  From here we drove to 
Newhall Point where we found many similar species to our previous visit including long-tailed duck, eiders 
and red-breasted mergansers out on the sea and three grey herons plus numerous bar-tailed godwits, 
curlews, redshanks and oystercatchers along the shoreline. 
 
s we headed towards the hide overlooking Udale Bay we saw a small group of rRedwings in some hawthorn 
bushes and a good quantity of pink-footed geese in flight.  Also a finch flock contained linnets and 
greenfinches.  From the hide we could see many of the wader species that we had seen on our previous 
visit (lapwings, oystercatchers, knots, dunlins, bar-tailed godwits and a couple of ringed plovers) but there 
were now 13 barnacle geese present.  While we were having lunch these birds flew off in a south-westerly 
direction; perhaps going to feed or perhaps completing their journey to winter on the Solway shores.  
There were also about 1,500 pink-footed geese, hundreds of wigeon and a couple of common teal and 
shelducks.  A common buzzard was seen over a nearby hillside and a sparrowhawk flew low across the 
mudflats and disappeared somewhere near the church. 
 
After lunch we drove to Cromarty seeing about 700 greater scaups, five mute swans plus a few eiders, long-
tailed ducks and red-breasted mergansers as we went.  Between Cromarty and Chanonry Point we saw a 
large flock of 2,000-3,000 pink-footed geese feeding in a stubble field plus one common buzzard and a red 
kite further along.  There was again no sign of the bottlenose dolphins and very few seabirds about, but on 
the groyne by the parking area a lone purple sandpiper was feeding quite happily.  As we drove off of the 
Black Isle there was another field with hundreds of pink-footed geese.  We drove across the Kessock Bridge 
at Inverness then found a parking area below the bridge on the southern side and after looking for about 
20 minutes, an otter put in a brief appearance as it made its way quickly towards the harbour area. 
 
We then drove to some woods near Grantown and went for a short walk.  Here we caught a brief view of a 
common crossbill that may well have been flying off to its roost as the light was just beginning to fade.  We 
then drove the short distance back to the hotel in good time to do some packing in preparation for our 
homeward journey the following day. 
 
Saturday 28 October 2017 
After breakfast at the usual time, we loaded cases and picnics into the minibus, bade our farewells to the 
hotel staff and drove to the nearby woodland.  Here we saw three common crossbills (all fly-bys 
unfortunately) as well as coal tits, goldcrest, robin, wren and blackbird.  A few plants were noted including 
spear thistle, hard fern, bilberry and cowberry.  From deep within the woods we could see enough clear sky 
to see eight passing whooper swans. 

 
We returned to the hotel and then drove to Carrbridge and northwards to Strathdearn.  Driving into the 
valley a couple of red squirrels were glimpsed and pheasants were duly avoided as they strolled off of the 
road and into adjacent fields and woods.  Many pheasants had not been so lucky!  We drove to the car park 
at the end of the valley but the cold wind kept us inside the vehicle or sheltering behind it.  Common 
buzzard, red deer and wild goats were seen from here as was a hovering kestrel and a passing peregrine.  
We then parked near the bridge and saw more of most of the previous species bringing our totals to: five 
buzzards, 13 goats and nearly 100 red deer. As we began the journey back towards the A9 another 
peregrine and another kestrel or two were added to the list, as was a magnificent adult golden eagle. Two 
or three other large raptors were seen but before they could be identified, they disappeared over the ridge 
and were not re-found.  We paused beside some shallows in the Findhorn River and could see at least a 
dozen spawning salmon and in the same area son our previous visit a male black grouse was our final bird. 
 



 
 

We bade our farewells to Anne and Graham at Carrbridge as they wanted to make an early start on their 
journey while the remaining group drove south and paused overlooking Loch Insh to eat our picnic lunches.  
Here we saw two distant whooper swans, two female goldeneye, at least six tufted ducks, a sparrowhawk 
being mobbed by a crow and another common kestrel.  This completed the tour and we then headed south 
too. 

 
  



 
 

SPECIES LIST: 
 
BIRDS 

 
Barnacle goose  Branta leucopsis One at Udale Bay on 25Oct then 13 there on 27Oct. 
Greylag goose Anser anser At least 30 on 24Oct, then seen on the following 

three days. 
Pink-footed goose Anser brachyrhynchus About 85 seen flying north at Loch Garten on 21Oct 

then at least 8,500 seen near Roseisle on 23Oct.  
Smaller numbers seen on the Black Isle on 25Oct 
and 27Oct with perhaps 5,000 – 6,000 seen on the 
latter day. 

Mute swan Cygnus olor Two adults and three juveniles seen near Cromarty 
on 25Oct and 27Oct. 

Whooper swan Cygnus cygnus Seven seen at Loch Mhor near Errogie on 22Oct 
then seen every day except 24Oct.  The largest 
quantity seen together was of 26 flying south along 
the Spey Valley at Loch Insh on 26Oct. 

Common shelduck Tadorna tadorna Seen at Findhorn Bay on 23Oct and two at Udale 
Bay on 27Oct plus a further eight on the way 
towards Cromarty that day. 

Eurasian wigeon Anas penelope At least 50 seen at Loch Mhor near Errogie on 22Oct 
then hundreds seen at Findhorn Bay on 23Oct and 
at Udale Bay on 25Oct and 27Oct. 

American wigeon Anas americana A male was seen at Udale Bay on our second visit to 
the hide area on 25Oct when the tide was high.  It 
was feeding with many of its European cousins on 
the grassland. 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Noted every day of the tour. 
Northern pintail Anas acuta A few were seen at Findhorn Bay on 23Oct. 
Eurasian (common) teal Anas crecca First seen on 22Oct at Findhorn Bay then noted on a 

further four days of the holiday. 
Tufted duck Aythya fuligula  A few were on Lochindorb on 21Oct and one was 

seen near Croachy the following day.  There were 
also a few at Lochindorb on 23Oct. 

Greater scaup Aythya marila As many as 1,000 were between Jemimaville and 
Cromarty on 25Oct but this had reduced to about 
700 two days later. 

Common eider Somateria mollissima Small numbers seen on each of our 3 visits to the 
coast.  The mild weather seems to have reduced 
their numbers compared to 2016. 

Common  scoter Melanitta nigra A few were seen off the Findhorn Beach on 23Oct 
and also from Roseisle later the same day. 

Long-tailed duck Clangula hyemalis Small numbers seen at Findhorn and Burghead on 
23Oct and at Udale Bay/Cromarty on 25Oct and 
27Oct. 

Common goldeneye Bucephala clangula Three on Loch Mhor at Errogie on 22Oct then also 
seen on 23Oct, 26Oct and 28Oct. 

Common merganser/ goosander Mergus merganser First seen on the River Spey at Grantown on 21Oct 
then noted there or on the Findhorn River on 23Oct 
and 24Oct. 

Red-breasted merganser Mergus serrator Small numbers seen at the coast on 23Oct, 25Oct 
and 27Oct. 

Black grouse Tetrao tetrix A single male was seen in Strathdearn on 22Oct and 
presumably the same bird was in the same area on 
28Oct. 



 
 

Willow ptarmigan/red grouse Lagopus lagopus Common on the moorlands where special 
management takes place for this species.  Especially 
noted near Lochindorb and in Strathdearn. 

Red-legged partridge Alectoris rufa Four seen on our way to Strathdearn on 22Oct then 
a further ten seen in the valley later the same day.  
Also, two groups of five were seen near Lochindorb 
on 23Oct. 

Common pheasant Phasianus colchicus Common.  Seen every day of the tour. 
Great northern loon Gavia immer One seen off the Findhorn Beach on 23Oct. 
Red-throated diver Gavia stellata The only sighting was a single bird flying past 

Burghead on 23Oct. 
Little grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis A single bird seen on the River Spey at Broomhill on 

21Oct then four seen the following day at Loch 
Mhor near Errogie. 

Horned/Slavonian grebe Podiceps auritus Two or more seen on the Cromarty Firth on 25Oct. 
Grey heron Ardea cinerea Small numbers seen most days with nine on various 

parts of the Black Isle on 27Oct being the largest 
day total. 

Northern fulmar  Fulmarus glacialis One very distant bird seen from Burghead on 23Oct. 
Northern gannet Sula bassana A gathering of perhaps 80 birds seen a long way  
  offshore on 23Oct With a few seen more closely in 
  the Moray Firth and also seen on 27Oct. 
European shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis Noted on each of the 3 coastal days. 
Great cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Good numbers seen on each of the three coastal 
  days and also a single bird noted flying over Loch 
  Insh on 28Oct. 
Golden eagle Aquila chrysaetos Two distant birds seen on 22Oct and much better 

views of another on 28Oct all in Strathdearn. 
Red kite Milvus milvus Half a dozen birds seen on 22Oct (one in 

Strathdearn, two along the Farr Road and three 
along the Errogie road) then a single bird seen on 
the Black Isle on 25Oct and four there on 27Oct. 

Eurasian sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus One seen low over Udale Bay on 27Oct and another 
seen being mobbed by crows over Loch Insh the 
following day during our lunch stop. 

Hen (northern) harrier Circus cyaneus One female seen through a rain splattered window 
at the Insh Marshes hide 0n 26Oct. 

White-tailed eagle Haliaeetus albicilla A single bird well seen during lunch on 24Oct and 
were any of the three large raptors seen in 
Strathdearn on 28Oct of this species? Judging by 
the brief views gained it is quite possible that one 
was. 

Common Buzzard Buteo buteo Seen every day of the tour with perhaps 16 or more 
in Strathdearn and other areas visited on 22Oct. 

Eurasian oystercatcher Himantopus ostralegus Over 200 noted at Findhorn Bay and beach on 
26Oct and more than twice that number during 
high tide on 25Oct at Udale Bay.  Good numbers at 
the latter location on 27Oct too. 

Northern lapwing Vanellus vanellus Perhaps as many as 250 at Udale Bay on 25Oct and 
good numbers also there on 27Oct. 

European golden plover Pluvialis apricaria About 80 at Findhorn Bay on 23Oct and just 10 – 15 
birds also seen at Udale Bay on 25Oct.  

Common ringed plover Charadrius hiaticula One on 25Oct at Udale Bay and 4 flew past 
Chanonry Point later that same day.  A further two 
seen at Udale Bay on 27Oct. 

Eurasian curlew Numenius arquata Good numbers seen at Findhorn Bay on 23Oct and 
at Udale Bay on 25Oct & 27Oct with the best views 
of a group in a stubble field as we approached 
Newall also on 25Oct & 27Oct. 



 
 

Bar-tailed godwit Limosa lapponica At least 50 at Udale bay on 25Oct & 27Oct. 
Black-tailed godwit Limosa limosa A single bird of this species was seen between 

Newall Point and the Udale Bay hide on 25Oct. 
Ruddy turnstone Arenaria interpres One seen roosting with Redshanks at Burghead 

Harbour then two seen flying past the Burghead 
headland all on 23Oct. 

Red knot Calidris canutus 70 – 100 seen at Udale Bay on 25Oct and 27Oct. 
Dunlin Calidris alpina Seen at Udale Bay on 25Oct and 27Oct and also in 

Findhorn Bay on 23Oct. 
Purple sandpiper Calidris maritima A single bird seen at Chanonry Point on 27Oct. 
Common redshank Tringa totanus Many seen at Findhorn Bay on 23Oct and at Udale 

Bay on 25Oct and 27Oct. 
Black-legged kittiwake  Rissa tridactyla One seen from Findhorn Beach on 23Oct. 
Black-headed gull Larus ridibundus Noted on each of our three coastal days. 
Common (mew) gull Larus canus Seen on our three coastal days and also on 24Oct 

beside the River Spey. 
Great black-backed Gull Larus marinus Small numbers seen on our three coastal days and 

also inland at Loch Garten on 24Oct. 
European herring gull Larus argentatus Common.  Noted in large numbers at the coast on 

23Oct, 25Oct and 27Oct. 
Common  murre/guillemot Uria aalge One at Findhorn Beach on 23Oct and better views 

of another off Newall Point on 25Oct. 
Rock Dove (feral pigeon) Columba livia Seen every day except 22Oct mainly in Grantown-

on-Spey. 
Common wood pigeon Columba oenas Small numbers seen every day. 
Eurasian collared dove Streptopelia decaocto Noted every day. 
Common kingfisher Alcedo atthis One seen at Findhorn Bay on 23Oct was a very 

pleasant surprise find. 
Great spotted woodpecker Dendrocopos major Singles seen on 21Oct and 24Oct both at the Loch 

Garten centre. 
Common (Eurasian) kestrel Falco tinnunculus Noted on five days of the tour in widely separated 

locations. 
Peregrine falcon Falco peregrinus One was sat on a skyline rock near Lochindorb on 

21Oct then one in Strathdearn on 22Oct then two in 
the same area on 28Oct. 

Eurasian jay Garrulus glandarius Single birds seen in flight on 21Oct, 23Oct and 
27Oct. 

Eurasian magpie Pica pica Only seen on 21Oct near Loch Garten and also on 
23Oct along various parts of the coast from Forres 
to Burghead. 

Western jackdaw Coloeus monedula Common.  Seen every day. 
Rook Corvus frugilegus Common.  Seen every day. 
Carrion crow Corvus corone Common.  Seen every day.   
Hooded crow Corvus cornix Pure looking ‘hoodies’ were seen at Burghead on 

23Oct and Udale Bay on 25Oct & 27Oct. 
Northern (common) raven Corvus corax At least six in Strathdearn on 22Oct then also seen 

on 23Oct and 28Oct. 
Goldcrest Regulus regulus Much more numerous than in previous years with 

sightings on six days.  Perhaps there has been a 
recent arrival from the continent. 

Coal tit Periparus ater Noted on six days with especially good numbers 
seen at the Loch Garten car park and feeders. 

Crested tit Parus cristatus Two seen at the Loch Garten feeders on 21Oct and 
four there on 24Oct with two more along the trail 
to Loch Mallachie  later the same day.  Also heard 
close to Grantown on 27Oct. 

Blue tit Cyanistes caeruleus Noted on five days. 
Great tit Parus major Noted on five days. 



 
 

Eurasian skylark Alauda arvensis One seen on 25Oct at Udale Bay and two seen 
during a journey on the Black Isle on 27Oct. 

Barn swallow Hirundo rustica One seen flying low along Grantown high street by 
one member of the group.  A very late sighting for 
the species this far north. 

Long-tailed (bush) tit Aegithalos caudatus Six seen in the Roseisle car park during lunch on 
23Oct. 

Eurasian treecreeper Certhia familiaris One on 23Oct in the Roseisle car park, two on 24Oct 
at Loch Garten and finally one on 27Oct. 

Winter wren Troglodytes troglodytes Noted every day. 
White-throated dipper Cinclus cinclus One on 22Oct in Strathdearn was the only positive 
  sighting. 
Common (European) starling Sturnus vulgaris Seen every day of the tour. 
Common blackbird Turdus merula Seen every day in small numbers. 
Fieldfare Turdus pilaris Just seen in small numbers on 25Oct & 27Oct. 
Redwing Turdus iliacus Many flocks seen every day except 24Oct. 
Song thrush Turdus philomelos Singles seen on the first 3 days. 
Mistle thrush Turdus viscivorus Small numbers noted every day except 26Oct. 
European robin Erithacus rubecula Noted every day of the tour. 
European stonechat Saxicola torquata Two seen on 23Oct at Findhorn Beach car park and 

a male was close to the Loch Garten centre on 
24Oct. 

House sparrow Passer domesticus Noted on five successive days from 23Oct in built up 
areas. 

Hedge accentor (dunnock) Prunella modularis Noted on four days with good sightings at Findhorn 
Bay on 23Oct and at Chanonry Point on 25Oct. 

Grey wagtail Motacilla cinerea Just a single bird seen on 27Oct at Tore. 
Pied wagtail Motacilla alba Noted in ones and twos on 23Oct, 25Oct & 27Oct. 
Meadow pipit Anthus pratensis Seen on four successive days from 24Oct. 
Rock pipit Anthus petrosus five seen around Burghead Harbour and a single 

bird at the Burghead headland later that afternoon. 
Common chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Small numbers seen every day of the tour. 
European greenfinch Carduelis chloris Our first was one on 22Oct near Croachy with more 

sightings on a further three days. 
Twite Carduelis flavirostris About a dozen birds were at Burghead on 23Oct. 
Common linnet Carduelis cannabina Flocks seen on each of the three coastal days. 
Common (red) crossbill Loxia curvirostra One in woodlands near Grantown-on-Spey on 

27Oct then probably three in the same location the 
following morning. 

European goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Small numbers noted on six successive days from 
23Oct. 

Yellowhammer Emberiza citronella Six on 23Oct at Findhorn Bay and then a couple 
seen on 27Oct close to the ‘Inner’ Cromarty Firth. 

 
 
MAMMALS 
Roe deer Capreolus capreolus Noted on five days of the tour with about 20 

individuals seen on 26Oct, 12 of them from the 
viewing platform at Insh Marshes. 

Reindeer Rangifer tarandus Good numbers seen in their Cairngorm enclosure 
on 26Oct. 

Red deer Cervus elaphus Seen in Strathdearn on 22Oct and 28Oct and close 
to Loch Insh on 26Oct. 

Sika deer Cervus Nippon A female at the start of the Farr road on 22Oct was 
our only sighting. 

Feral goat Capra hircus Six in Strathdearn on 22Oct and 13 there on 28Oct. 
Brown hare Lepus europaeus Two in Strathdearn on 22Oct and 1 close to 

Grantown on 26Oct. 
Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus Seen every day except 25Oct. 



 
 

Red squirrel Sciurus vulgaris Noted on four days with good sightings at Loch 
Garten on both visits. 

Otter Lutra lutra Just a single sighting close to the Inverness A9 
Kessock Bridge on 27Oct. 

Atlantic grey seal Halichoerus grypus A few individuals seen on each of our 3 visits to the 
coast. 

Bank vole Myodes glareolus Three or four seen close to the Loch Garten feeders 
on 21Oct and 25Oct. 

 
 
OTHER TAXA 
Red admiral Vanessa atalanta 
Bee spp. 
 
 
FLORA 
 
Pinaceae  (Pine family) 
Douglas fir Pseudotsuga menziesii 
Norway spruce Picea abies 
European larch Larix deciduas 
Scots pine Pinus sylvestris 
Juniper Juniperus communis 
 
Salicaceae (Willow family) 
Goat willow Salix caprea 
Grey poplar Populus x canescens 
Aspen Populus tremula 
 
Betulaceae (Birch family) 
Silver birch Betula pendula 
Downy birch Betula pubescens 
Alder Alnus glutinosa 
 
Fagaceae (Beech family) 
Beech Fagus sylvatica 
Sweet chestnut Castanea sativa 
Pedunculate/English oak Quercus robur 
 
Aceraceae (Maple family) 
Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus 
Field maple Acer campestre 
 
Hippocastanaceae 
Horse chestnut Aesculus hippocastanum 
 
Aquifoliaceae (Holly family) 
Holly Ilex aquifolium 
 
Oleaceae (Olive family) 
Ash Fraxinus excelsior 
 
Urticaceae 
Common nettle Urtica dioica 
 
Polygonaceae (Dock family) 
Broad-leaved dock Rumex obtrusifolius 
 
  



 
 

Caryophyllaceae 
Sea campion Silene uniflora 
Red campion Silene dioica 
White campion Silene latifolia 
 
Ranunculaceae (Buttercup family) 
Meadow buttercup Ranunculus acris 
Creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens 
Papaveraceae 
Common poppy Papaver rhoeas 
 
Rosaceae (Rose family) 
Alpine lady’s mantle Alchemilla alpinae 
Dog rose Rosa canina 
Wild rose Rosa rugosa 
Burnet rose Rosa pimpinellifolia 
Bramble Rubus fruiticosus 
Raspberry Rubus idaeus 
Creeping cinquefoil Potentilla reptans 
Tormentil Potentilla erecta 
Rowan Sorbus aucuparia 
Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna 
Wild cherry Prunus avium 
Chinese photinia Stranvaesia davidiana 
 
Fabaceae (Pea family) 
Gorse Ulex europaeus 
Broom Cytisus scoparius 
Tree lupin Lupinus arboreus 
Nootka lupin Lupinus nootkatensis 
Common vetch Vicia sativa 
Red clover Trifolium pratense 
White clover Trifolium repens 
 
Oxalidaceae 
Wood-sorrel Oxalis acetosella 
 
Geraniaceae (Geranium family) 
 
Hedgerow cranesbill Geranium pyrenaicum 
 
Elaeagnaceae  (Oleaster family) 
Sea buckthorn Hippophae rhamnoides 
 
Onagraceae (Willowherb family) 
Rosebay Willowherb Chamerion angustifolium 
 
Cornaceae (Dogwood family) 
Dogwood Cornus sanguinea 
 
Araliaceae 
Ivy Hedera helix 
 
Apiaceae (Carrot family) 
Hogweed Heracleum sphondylium 
 
Ericaceae (Heath family) 
Heather/ling Calluna vulgaris 
Bell heather Erica cinerea 



 
 

Cross-leaved heath Erica tetralix 
Bilberry Vaccinium myrtillus 
Cowberry Vaccinium vitis-idaea 
Wild azalea Loiseleuria procumbens 
 
Plumbaginaceae 
Thrift Armeria maritima 
 
Rubiaceae 
Heath bedstraw Galium saxatile 
 
Scrophulariaceae (Figwort family) 
Foxglove Digitalis purpurea 
 
Plantaginaceae (Plantain family) 
Greater plantain Plantago major 
Ribwort plantain Plantago lanceolata 
Sea plantain Plantago maritima 
Buckshorn plantain Plantago coronopus 
 
Caprifoliaceae (Honeysuckle family) 
Elder Sambucus nigra 
Honeysuckle Lonicera periclymenum 
Snowberry Symphoricarpos albus 
 
Dipsacaceae (Teasel family) 
Devilsbit scabious Succisa pratensis 
 
Asteraceae (Daisy family) 
Daisy Bellis perennis 
Michaelmas daisy Aster x salignus 
Yarrow Achillea millefolium 
Ox-eye daisy Leucanthemum vulgare 
Common ragwort Senecio jacobaea 
Marsh thistle Cirsium palustre 
Dandelion Taraxacum spp 
Lesser hawkbit Leontodon hispidus 
Hawkweed/ox-tongue Picris hieracioides 
Creeping thistle Cirsium arvense 
Spear thistle Cirsium vulgare 
Melancholy thistle Cirsium helenioides 
Common knapweed Centaurea nigra 
 
Cyperaceae (Sedge family) 
Common cotton grass Eriophorum angustifoloium 
 
Juncaceae (The Rush Family) 
Soft rush Juncus effuses 
  
Hypolepidaceae (Bracken family) 
Bracken Pteridium aquilinum 
 
Dryopteridaceae 
Male fern Dryopteris filix-mas 
 
Blechnaceae (Hard fern family) 
Hard fern Blechnum spicant 
 
  



 
 

Polypodiaceae 
Common polypody Polypodium vulgare 
 
Gramineae 
Marram Ammophila Arenaria 
Cock’sfoot Dactylis glomerata 
 
Equisetaceae 
Field horsetail Equisetum arvense 
 
Lichen 
Dog Tooth lichen Peltigera canina 
A Cudbear lichen Ochrolechia tartarea 
Devil’s matchstick Pilophorus cicularis 
 
Mosses 
Sky bog-moss  Sphagnum skyense 
Cleft bog-moss Sphagnum riparium 
 
Lycopodiaceae 
Stagshorn clubmoss Lycopodium clavatum 
 
 
Witches broom 
 
 
Fungi  
Fly agaric Amanita muscaria 
Butter cap Collybia butyracea 
Wood blewitt Lepista nuda 
Pinewood gingertail Xeromphalina campanella 
Yellow fieldcap Bolbitus vitellinus 
Golden waxcap Hygrocybe chlorophana 
Orange waxcap Hygrocybe pratensis 
The humpback Cantharellula umbonata 
False saffron milkcap Lactarius deterrimus 
Crab brittlegill Russula xerampelina 
Penny bun Boletus edulis 
Larch bolete Suillus grevillei 
Common inkcap Coprinus atramentarius 
Red-belted bracket Fomitopsis pinicola 
Birch polypore Piptoporus betulinus 
Yellow stagshorn Calocera viscosa 
 
 
 


