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Our week-long tour concentrated on searching for the endangered Iberian lynx in the two locations where 
the species survived in the wild while at its lowest ebb. The trip was specifically timed to coincide with the 
colder - but usually fine - conditions in mid winter and at a time when breeding activity is at its highest and 
so the movements of individuals around their respective territories also peak. 
 
While just over 500 animals are now present in the wild in seven areas of Spain and Portugal after years of 
intensive conservation efforts and three consecutive LIFE projects, it remains the rarest wild cat species in 
the world. The rugged and poorly accessible Sierra de Andújar -where the largest wild population persisted 
as it neared extinction- remains the best location to try to observe it, though the increasing population in 
the greater Doñana area, with some now knocking on the doors of the outskirts of Seville, also provides an 
excellent second opportunity to locate this exquisite animal. 
 
After leaving Seville airport, we headed off towards our first destination, the motorway providing us with 
interesting sightings. Birds included white storks, western cattle egrets, common buzzards, red kites and a 
western marsh harrier, plus a few northern lapwing and passing crested parks. Indeed, these were also 
noted on our return mid way through the trip as we headed to Doñana, as well as something utterly 
different, but also interesting to break the monotony of the agricultural areas we traversed, given 
observations of the whole suite of renewable energy resources visible possible, including solar, thermo-
solar, wind turbines and, most striking of all, the arrays of mirrors reflecting light back up to collecting 
towers for conversion using steam turbines. 
 
Birds, indeed, provided a wonderful back-up and even distraction during the extended periods that needed 
to be spent quietly waiting and watching for the elusive cats in Andújar! The same poor access and vast 
areas of semi-natural western holm Oak dehesa (AKA agricultural wood pasture) on rocky terrain provided 
a wealth of cover for smaller species, varying from wintering Eurasian hoopoe, woodlark, meadow pipit, 
mistle thrush and black redstart in more open fields, and red-legged partridge, little owl, abundant Iberian 
(azure-winged) magpie, (Iberian) southern grey shrike and hawfinch among the scattered oaks and taller 
trees and scrub. Dartford and Sardinian warblers, European robins and blackcaps feed in the denser shrubs 
and bushes. Rocky outcrops and dams retain a few gorgeous blue rock thrushes and Eurasian crag martins 
throughout the year. The region is also justifiably famous for its high density of large raptors, including from 



 
 

the very first evening, the magnificent Spanish imperial and golden eagles, Eurasian black and griffon 
vultures that we also watched at length in superb light during our stay here. 
 
This mix of short open pasture under trees and between bushes and rocks is also key for the survival of the 
native European rabbit, critical as prey for supporting the breeding lynx population, even if the lynx 
individuals, especially the larger males, can turn to a somewhat limited variety of other options such as 
deer and mouflon in the temporary absence of sufficient rabbit numbers. 
 
We divided our time principally between our two favoured viewing areas: one beside the lovely Jándula 
River and another high up its steep rocky slopes, a few kilometres upstream. The former gave us terrific 
views of many small birds, including dainty grey wagtail, acrobatic fly-catching common chiffchaffs, 
European robins and more flighty common kingfisher and black redstarts, while one of the two visits here 
also gave luckier members of the group a glimpse of a large Eurasian otter as it popped up beside the far 
shore of the river among feeding great cormorants before disappearing, for good, just seconds later. With 
abundant red and fallow deer in the enormous estates covering the region, plus separate groups of female 
plus young, and the following afternoon five adult male Iberian ibex on some rather precipitous terrain, 
including a bit of play-sparring among the latter to provide a wonderful afternoon sight, it was actually a 
fine haul of mammals during just two full days (plus a bit!) of viewing. 
 
And patient watching was a virtue of course. A late afternoon change of plan took us to 'new' area for us, 
where I happened upon a superb pair of adult Iberian lynx resting at distance. Rounding up the group who 
were strategically placed elsewhere, it was a tense few moments before we could relocate them, but as the 
sun dipped early behind a hilltop, they stirred, and we watched with excitement as they traversed the 
mosaic of trees, scrub and open grass, disappearing periodically. The clearly smaller and darker female was 
watched crouched, back towards us, clearly eating something, though they moved again and finally turned 
and walked across the middle of an open pasture towards us. While distant, the views were terrific in the 
scopes and though we position to try and get better views when they dropped into a small gulley, we were 
unable to locate them again, though the light soon disappeared for good anyway. Despite a couple of 
agonising misses for some at the beginning, almost everyone enjoyed good views in the scopes, and even 
some very distant photos, as they appeared in the open and crossed open short grass patches before 
seemingly evaporating into cover again and finally disappeared without trace. Even the drive back was 
further enlivened by the silhouette of a huge female Eurasian eagle owl on top of a small tower, still visible 
against the last few rays of light with the sun well below the horizon. 
 
While it was often cold work on the watches, we moved into the shelter of the surrounding ridges to 
minimise the feeling of cold. This was especially important one day where we were assured an adult lynx 
was hiding under a bush on a nearby slope, and despite some other observers staying from 10 a.m. until 
dusk, it never showed (or of course had sneaked off unseen!). With a stunning pair of smart Spanish 
imperial eagles appearing regularly in front, Dartford and Sardinian warblers sometimes feeding just below 
us in the bushes and occasional Iberian green woodpeckers, fly-by hawfinches and other avian delights, it 
was far from boring! The incredible sight of a wandering wintering wallcreeper passing over a small group 
of us who were off to one side was the icing on the cake! 
 
The warming sun in sheltered spots was just enough to have enticed out a few early flowers, including 
clumps of Iberian milk-vetch and a few scapes of the delightful dwarf daffodil Narcissus fernandesii, while 
bushes of wild rosemary and western strawberry trees in flower were more typical for the dates. The 
warming sun on occasions was sufficient to entice out a couple of red admirals and clouded yellow 
butterflies, and even a few Iberian wall lizards sunbathed on rocks and walls. Chris and Rob also set about 
looking for other beasties, turning up a number of Western Mediterranean scorpions and natterjack toads 
under rocks, plus southern marbled newt and Spanish pond frogs in an abandoned swimming pool! Eating 
tasty picnics out in the peace of the mountains as we soaked up the sun was also the perfect antidote to 
the cold and grey winter skies of NW Europe! 
 



 
 

With the full 'pressure' off, the second part of the tour now had a slightly different emphasis and in any 
case included a full day to 'escape' from the intensity of searching for lynx, down on the coast and enjoying 
the abundant birdlife of the region. Following downpours in November and December, the winter growing 
season was well under way, despite some chilly temperatures (including ground frost on the last two 
mornings), and green grass was growing well here too, forming a verdant carpet on the open sands under 
and between the Doñana pines. OK, so after the driest year since 1965, water was still worryingly scarce 
overall and the immense majority of the seasonally flooded pasture and saltmarsh dry, but two large 
freshwater pools, just outside the hotel and at one of Doñana's most important visitors' centre, held a 
fantastic number and diversity of birds. 
 
Apart from thousands of greater flamingos and northern shoveler, common shelduck, northern pintail and 
plentiful red-crested pochard kept us occupied, with a single marbled duck a prize find on one lake. A huge 
roost of black-crowned night herons round the corner required a special stop too! Wintering black-necked 
grebes, with their brilliant red eyes bobbed on the open waters at a couple of sites, and glossy ibis and 
Eurasian spoonbills were permanent features outside the hotel. Indeed, this shallowly flooded site, with 
fringing reedmace, was a treasure trove for the birdwatchers, with wintering birds including Eurasian 
penduline tits, a bluethroat, a black-winged kite on the far shore, a variety of waders, including numerous 
black-winged stilts and a remarkable wintering collared pratincole and even provided habitat for plentiful 
small insects, the food for abundant wintering common chiffchaffs and early returning common house and 
sand martins. The coastal wetlands near Huelva also occupied most of a day, allowing excellent views of a 
variety of waders, gulls and terns, including Kentish plover, Eurasian oystercatcher, whimbrel, Eurasian 
curlew, Audouin's and Mediterranean gulls, several sandwich and even a surprise gull-billed tern amongst 
numerous others. But other birds were present here too, ranging from Thekla's larks to peregrine falcon 
and western ospreys, at the original Iberian reintroduction site for the species. 
 
Indeed, raptors continued to form a significant feature of the tour, despite the nearly flat terrain around 
Doñana. The 4x4 trips around the northern edge of the National park in our searches for Iberian lynx lead 
us to a variety of sites, with both common buzzard and Eurasian kestrel perched on fences just a few 
metres away from the bus on one trip, and incredibly, while going to visit an outhouse of the Palacio del 
Rey, a vagrant lesser spotted eagle performed admirably, not only perching visibly at three different sites, 
but then also spiralling up, close to a fine red kite for comparison, before disappearing for good. Griffon 
Vultures were out in the saltmarsh, and Spanish imperial eagles -including a juvenile perched in a white 
stork's nest!- were seen very well again. A great spotted cuckoo, looking not unlike a slender sparrowhawk 
cruised past on our first trip out, while a couple of short-eared owls shortly ahead gave further evidence of 
just how rich this area is! 
 
Of course, we looked hard for mammals too. Red and fallow deer were abundant in the National Park, and 
wild boar were not uncommon either, giving us a couple of daytime sightings. A 'rat' swimming across in 
front of our picnic site one day was in fact a large southern water vole, giving a superb view, with a fleeting 
red fox seen too. Eurasian badger tracks were everywhere, and we saw a sett entrance too, and tracks also 
included those of Iberian lynx one day, although in the National Park we didn't see one. This actually 
required a special late afternoon and evening trip to a new site for us, in the capable hands of Sergio, and 
after walking round part of the site to see what was about, we 'parked' ourselves up against some wild 
olives to minimise our presence, and waited. Though two wandering dogs seemed likely to dispel any 
chance of seeing one, suddenly, a fine young female appeared on the edge of the trees opposite, sat 
watching us in the rich evening sunlight. She soon rose, and walked down into the bushes a little closer, 
only reappearing some time later, as frustration levels were rising, after one of he dogs had walked almost 
straight past her without an inkling she was there. Again, she noted our presence but came a little closer 
into bushes off to one side. Here she started hunting, and while only sporadically visible for the group, 
stayed in this area almost until dark, I being fortunate in seeing her more by having moved over that way to 
try and track her movements and keep the group informed, which Sergio and I achieved well by mobile 
phone! I can genuinely think of no better way to have rounded off the tour! 
 



 
 

Species Lists 
 
European rabbit  (Oryctolagus cuniculus) 
Southern water vole  (Arvicola sapidus) 
Iberian hare  (Lepus granatensis) - freshly dead 
Iberian lynx  (Lynx pardinus) - pair Andújar + 1 Doñana 
Red rox  (Vulpes vulpes) 
Eurasian otter  (Lutra lutra) 
Bat sp/p  - Small numbers Andújar and especially Doñana, but not identified to species. 
Eurasian wild boar  (Sus scrofa) 
Red deer  (Cervus elaphus) 
Fallow deer  (Dama dama) 
Iberian ibex  (Capra pyrenaica) - 15+ Andújar 
 
Spanish terrapin  (Mauremys leprosa) 
Moorish gecko  (Tarentola mauritanica) 
'Iberian' wall lizard complex  (Podarcis 'hispanica') 
Southern marbled newt  (Triturus pygmaeus) 
Natterjack toad  (Epidalea calamita) 
Iberian water frog  (Pelophylax perezi) 
 
Western dappled white  (Euchloe crameri) 
Clouded yellow  (Colias crocea) 
Red admiral  (Vanessa atalanta) 
 
Common European scorpion  (Buthus occitanus) 
 
Greylag goose  (Anser anser) 
Common shelduck  (Tadorna tadorna) 
Northern shoveler  (Spatula clypeata) 
Gadwall  (Mareca strepera) 
Mallard  (Anas platyrhynchos) 
Northern pintail  (Anas acuta) 
Eurasian teal  (Anas crecca) 
Red-crested pochard  (Netta rufina) 
Marbled duck  (Marmaronetta angustirostris) 
Common pochard  (Aythya ferina) 
Tufted duck  (Aythya fuligula) 
Red-legged partridge  (Alectoris rufa) 
Little grebe  (Tachybaptus ruficollis) 
Black-necked grebe  (Podiceps nigricollis) 
Greater flamingo  (Phoenicopterus roseus) 
White stork  (Ciconia ciconia) 
Black stork  (Ciconia nigra) 
Glossy ibis  (Plegadis falcinellus) 
Eurasian spoonbill  (Platalea leucorodia) 
Black-crowned night heron  (Nycticorax nycticorax) 
Western cattle egret  (Bubulcus ibis) 
Grey heron  (Ardea cinerea) 
Great egret  (Ardea alba) 
Little egret  (Egretta garzetta) 
Great cormorant  (Phalacrocorax carbo) 
Western osprey  (Pandion haliaetus) 
Black-winged kite  (Elanus caeruleus) 
Griffon vulture  (Gyps fulvus) 
Cinereous vulture  (Aegypius monachus) 
Booted eagle  (Hieraaetus pennatus) 
Spanish imperial eagle  (Aquila adalberti) 



 
 

Golden eagle  (Aquila chrysaetos) 
Lesser spotted eagle  (Aquila pomarina) Vagrant 
Eurasian sparrowhawk  (Accipiter nisus) 
Western marsh harrier  (Circus aeruginosus) 
Hen harrier  (Circus cyaneus) 
Red kite  (Milvus milvus) 
Common buzzard  (Buteo buteo) 
Western swamphen  (Porphyrio porphyrio) 
Common moorhen  (Gallinula chloropus) 
Eurasian coot  (Fulica atra) 
Common crane  (Grus grus) 
Eurasian stone-curlew  (Burhinus oedicnemus) 
Eurasian oysteratcher  (Haematopus ostralegus) 
Black-winged stilt  (Himantopus himantopus) 
Pied avocet  (Recurvirostra avosetta) 
Northern lapwing  (Vanellus vanellus) 
European golden plover  (Pluvialis apricaria) 
Grey plover  (Pluvialis squatarola) 
Common ringed plover  (Charadrius hiaticula) 
Kentish plover  (Charadrius alexandrinus) 
Whimbrel  (Numenius phaeopus) 
Eurasian curlew  (Numenius arquata) 
Common snipe  (Gallinago gallinago) 
Black-tailed godwit  (Limosa limosa) 
Ruddy turnstone  (Arenaria interpres) 
Ruff  (Calidris pugnax) 
Dunlin  (Calidris alpina) 
Little ttint  (Calidris minuta) 
Common sandpiper  (Actitis hypoleucos) 
Green sandpiper  (Tringa ochropus) 
Common redshank  (Tringa totanus) 
Common greenshank  (Tringa nebularia) 
Collared pratincole  (Pratincola glareola) 
Black-headed gull  (Chroicocephalus ridibundus) 
Audouin's gull  (Ichthyaetus audouinii) 
Mediterranean gull  (Ichthyaetus melanocephala) 
Yellow-legged gull  (Larus michahellis) 
Lesser black-backed gull  (Larus fuscus) 
Gull-billed tern  (Gelochelidon nilotica) 
Sandwich tern  (Thalasseus sandvicensis) 
Rock dove  (Columba livia) 
Stock dove  (Columba oenas) 
Common wood pigeon  (Columba palumbus) 
Eurasian collared dove  (Streptopelia decaocto) 
Great spotted cuckoo  (Clamator glandarius) 
Eurasian eagle-owl  (Bubo bubo) 
Tawny owl  (Strix aluco) Heard 
Little owl  (Athene noctua) 
Long-eared owl  (Asio otus) Heard 
Short-eared owl  (Asio flammeus) 
Common kingfisher  (Alcedo atthis) 
Eurasian hoopoe  (Upupa epops) 
Great spotted woodpecker  (Dendrocopos major) 
Iberian green woodpecker  (Picus sharpei) 
Common kestrel  (Falco tinnunculus) 
Peregrine falcon  (Falco peregrinus) 
Southern grey shrike  (Lanius meridionalis) 
Iberian magpie  (Cyanopica cooki) 
Eurasian magpie  (Pica pica) 



 
 

Red-billed chough  (Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax) 
Western jackdaw  (Coloeus monedula) 
Northern raven  (Corvus corax) 
European crested tit  (Lophophanes cristatus) 
Eurasian blue tit  (Cyanistes caeruleus) 
Great tit  (Parus major) 
Eurasian penduline tit  (Remiz pendulinus) 
Woodlark  (Lullula arborea) 
Eurasian skylark  (Alauda arvensis) 
Thekla's lark  (Galerida theklae) 
Crested lark  (Galerida cristata) 
Calandra lark  (Melanocorypha calandra) 
Sand martin  (Riparia riparia) 
Barn swallow  (Hirundo rustica) 
Eurasian crag  martin  (Ptyonoprogne rupestris) 
Common house martin  (Delichon urbicum) 
Cetti's warbler  (Cettia cetti) 
Long-tailed tit  (Aegithalos caudatus) 
Common chiffchaff  (Phylloscopus collybita) 
Eurasian blackcap  (Sylvia atricapilla) 
Dartford warbler  (Sylvia undata) 
Sardinian warbler  (Sylvia melanocephala) 
Common firecrest  (Regulus ignicapilla) Heard 
Eurasian wren  (Troglodytes troglodytes) 
Eurasian nuthatch  (Sitta europaea) Heard 
Wallcreeper  (Tichodroma muraria) 
Short-toed treecreeper  (Certhia brachydactyla) 
Common starling  (Sturnus vulgaris) 
Spotless starling  (Sturnus unicolor) 
Common blackbird  (Turdus merula) 
Song thrush  (Turdus philomelos) 
Mistle thrush  (Turdus viscivorus) 
European robin  (Erithacus rubecula) 
Bluethroat  (Luscinia svecica) 
Black redstart  (Phoenicurus ochruros) 
Blue rock thrush  (Monticola solitarius) 
European stonechat  (Saxicola rubicola) 
Northern wheatear  (Oenanthe oenanthe) 
House sparrow  (Passer domesticus) 
Spanish sparrow  (Passer hispaniolensis) 
Rock sparrow  (Petronia petronia) 
Dunnock  (Prunella modularis) 
Grey wagtail  (Motacilla cinerea) 
White wagtail  (Motacilla alba) 
Meadow pipit  (Anthus pratensis) 
Water pipit  (Anthus spinoletta) 
Common chaffinch  (Fringilla coelebs) 
Hawfinch  (Coccothraustes coccothraustes) 
European greenfinch  (Chloris chloris) 
Common linnet  (Linaria cannabina) 
European goldfinch  (Carduelis carduelis) 
European serin  (Serinus serinus) 
Cirl bunting  (Emberiza cirlus) 
Corn bunting  (Emberiza calandra) 
(144 species) 
 
Oleander  (Nerium oleander) 
Stone / Umbrella Pine  (Pinus pinea) 
Narrow-leaved Ash  (Fraxinus angustifolius) 



 
 

Western holm oak  (Quercus (ilex) rotundifolia) 
Western strawberry tree  (Arbutus unedo) 
Wild olive  (Olea oleaster) 
Dwarf narcissus  (Narcissus fernandesii) 
Paper-white narcissus (Narcissus papyraceus) 
Sea squill (Drimia (=Urginea) maritima) - leaves only 
Asphodel sp (Asphodelus sp.) - leaves only 
Friar's cowl sp.  (Arisarum cf simorrhinum) 
Stork's-bill sp. (Erodium sp.) 
Iberian milk-vetch (Erophaca baetica) 
 


