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Saturday 26 April 
Everything ran nice and smoothly and the flight and ferry arrived on time allowing us to quickly head across 
the Pentland Road to the Doune Braes Hotel where we unpacked and headed out for the rest of the 
afternoon. Weather wise are first afternoon was quite pleasant as the easterly wind eased in the evening 
and the sun made several appearances making it a pleasant 3 ½ hours in the field.  
 
After settling into the hotel in Carloway we headed along the north-west coast to Loch Ordais, Bragar. Here 
we took a walk between the storm beach and the freshwater loch picking up a great northern diver and a 
small flock of red-breasted mergansers on the sea. The loch held a few shelduck whilst small groups of 
Icelandic bound white wagtails and rock pipits searched the boulder beach for flies. From here we made 
our way to the more sheltered valley at Dalbeg. A small freshwater loch nestles in the valley bottom close 
to the sea and was home on our visit to a lone whooper swan. Fulmars and gannets could be seen wheeling 
beyond the cliffs whilst two red-throated divers bobbed on the sea. Wheatears appeared to be everywhere 
and were a real feature of the week.  
 
We made our way to Carloway and turned off towards Gearrannan where we spotted a black-tailed godwit 
in a marshy area near the turning. Continuing towards the black house village we had just parked when 
Andrew spotted a Harris hawk perched on a nearby fence. This fine raptor looked well at home in the 
surrounding countryside although the rings on its legs gave away its true origin as an escapee. We took a 
walk through the village to the shore but on our return this impressive raptor was nowhere to be seen. 
Perhaps it had taken its bid for freedom away from habitation and the chance of recapture? Gearrannan 
was very pleasantly situated in a narrow valley just above the sea where we spotted another great northern 
diver whilst on a sheltered part of the cliffs we spotted some Roseroot in flower.  
 
Finally we paid a visit to Carloway Broch which we had to ourselves in the evening sunshine when just 
before leaving we spotted a distant golden eagle hanging in the air over a hill to the west. It circled and 
floated around, gaining height effortlessly although it didn’t appear to be coming any closer to us whilst we 
waited so we eventually returned to the hotel for a fine evening meal.  
 
  



 
 

Sunday 27 April 
The weather was very kind to us on our first full day in the islands with a light, easterly breeze and long 
sunny spells with a little cloud. 
 
A singing chiffchaff serenaded our first morning at the hotel as we had a hearty breakfast before heading 
for the Butt of Lewis. We drove straight up to the most northerly point at the lighthouse where Tony Marr 
met up with us. He accompanied us for the rest of our visit around Ness.  
 
White wagtails and wheatears flitted on the short turf around the lighthouse whilst four or five whimbrel 
flew off a nearby hillock, uttering their seven note call as they landed on another mound. The lighthouse 
compound offered little shelter but even so we had a male blackbird and a collared dove using the walls 
and buildings as a temporary home. Off-shore we spotted numerous gannets, kittiwakes and fulmars whilst 
on the sea were a few black guillemots and a couple of great northern divers in summer plumage. A walk 
around the cliffs took us past some superb geological features around the head and across the short turf. In 
the distance we spotted a female merlin stationed on the cliff top in the distance; the first of many during 
the week.  
 
We moved onto Fivepenny, a couple of miles to the south where we scanned the flood pools on the 
machair. Here we located three black-tailed godwits and a pink-footed goose amongst a few greylags 
grazing. Nearby Eoropie machair was busier with birds and held a mixed flock of waders including golden 
plover, dunlin and ringed plover. 
  
We continued on to Port of Ness where Tony kindly supplied us with cups of tea and coffee as we ate our 
lunch on a bench over-looking the bay. An Arctic tern off-shore was the first in Ness this year whilst a red-
throated diver drifted in to the bay whilst we enjoyed our lunch. Post lunch we took a short drive and walk 
to the new, much better situated hide by Loch Stiapabhat. The freshwater marsh was alive with black-
headed gulls whilst the more open water held a pair of mute swans (scarce in Lewis), three gadwall, teal 
and wigeon. A couple of lapwings were nesting close to the hide and a number of redshanks were feeding 
along the muddy margins.  
 
Moving on, we parked in the township at Skigersta and took a walk out onto the headland to scan for 
divers. The wind had got up a little so the sea was choppier but we managed to locate 4 Great Northern 
Divers, Black Guillemots and Razorbills. Sadly we didn’t find any White-billed Divers but a sharp squeaking 
from the sea below our position, revealed the presence of an otter and well-grown cub. The mother had 
been out fishing and was carrying a large fish back towards the rocky coastline. It was joined by the large 
cub and both climbed out on a ledge, low down on the cliff below us; but not before giving us all excellent 
views. We moved round to gain a better position to see them but the mother spotted us and both animals 
returned to the sea and disappeared. This proved to be our only sighting during the week but was an 
excellent and unusual one as we were looking down on them in clear, blue waters so we could see them 
swimming under the surface.  
We finally left Tony in Skigersta and headed back to the hotel. On route Steve received a phone call and 
pulled over, missing the call but stopping by Loch Raoinebhat at South Shawbost. A scan of the loch 
revealed two, very fine summer plumage Black-throated divers that gave great scope views on the calm 
water.  
 
Back at the hotel a willow warbler was singing from the bushes as we arrived and settled in for another 
great evening meal.  
 
Monday 28 April 
It was a bit cloudier today than the previous day although the winds were light and from the north-east. 
 
The morning started well when a little egret was spotted flying past the hotel during our breakfast. 
Although they are common in southern England, little egrets are still a scarce visitor to this part of Scotland 



 
 

and only seen in small numbers any given year. Steve had also set a moth trap the previous night around 
the back of the hotel and produced a sample of what was caught before leaving for the west side. This 
included autumn green carpet, red chestnut, Hebrew character and a puss moth. 
 
Our first stop was Linshader, opposite the Callanish Stones. It was pretty quiet apart from a couple of 
common sandpipers so we moved on after a short while and continued west. On route we came across a 
couple of splendid summer plumage greenshanks in a pool by the roadside. They gave great views for a 
while before wandering off into vegetation and we left them to their business.  
 
Our first main stop was Ardroil Beach, the site where the Lewis Chessmen were discovered in the early 19th 
Century. We took a walk across the machair and then out across the sands towards the distant sea. Red-
breasted mergansers, common sandpiper and a couple of greenshank were on the river whilst nine 
whimbrel dropped in, calling as we headed out into the bay. A merlin darted out across the bay and 40 
golden plover were spotted in flight over adjacent fields on the far side from where we were parked. Out in 
the bay we managed to scope around four great northern divers, a red-throated diver and a couple of 
Razorbills busily fishing. After a fine walk we headed further west passing a couple of Golden Plovers 
showing well on the moor by the roadside and a perched merlin, sitting sentinel like on a mound. Another 
fly-by merlin took our total to three for the morning.  
 
We moved on and took the single-track road onto Mangersta Head. As we drove across the rocky, 
windswept habitat we passed a small, peaty lochan that held two lovely, summer plumage red-throated 
divers taking a rest. At the head itself we spotted a loose stream of gannets off-shore as well as numerous 
fulmars and around ten bonxies heading north over our position, perched near the cliff top. We had our 
lunch at the head before a short walk across this barren landscape, more akin to mountain tops than the 
shore. The sparse plant life reflected this harsh environment with little growing although in sheltered cracks 
we found roseroot and moss campion in flower.  
 
Leaving Mangersta we passed the Lewis distillery and the impressive Glen Valtos taking a circuitous route 
around the Valtos estate. We parked by the Berie Sands and took a walk along the beach. Good numbers of 
Eiders were off-shore here as well as a Long-tailed Duck, winter plumage black-throated diver, great 
northern divers and black guillemots. The reed bed to the rear of the beach held a couple of reed buntings 
and a party of stonechats. On a sheltered grassy area we came across a mixed flock of meadow pipits, pied 
and white wagtails busily flitting around, apparently feeding on insects. As we headed back along the quiet 
road we spotted a small creepy crawly on a fence post. This turned out to be a female belted beauty; a 
fascinating little moth in which the females have the wings so reduced that all that is left are some small 
stubs. After the first was located we suddenly started seeing them on more posts as we walked back 
towards the vehicle and ended with a respectable 14 females and 2 males of this rare and restricted moth.  
 
From here we headed back east, calling in at Linshader once again. No sign of otters here although a 
seaweed cutting operation was being filmed on the far side near Callernish and probably didn’t help. Even 
so we did manage to see three red-throated divers, four common terns, redshank, greenshank, curlew and 
common sandpiper. Finally before returning to the hotel we had a walk around the Callanish Stones. A 
snipe was drumming overhead as we climbed the hill to this ancient monument and a flock of ten distant 
divers on the loch below were a bit too distant for binoculars but were probably black-throated.  
 
Back at Doune Braes, Eilean (the owner) came out to let us know about a moth she had noticed on the wall 
at the front of the hotel which turned out to be a stunning female emperor moth that had spent the whole 
day resting below the windows. 
 
  



 
 

Tuesday 29 April 
The weather appeared rather gloomy as we headed for Harris this morning although suddenly the clouds 
rolled back and the sun came out once we were south of the Clisham. The winds were very light, increasing 
slightly in the afternoon. Mostly sunny throughout the day and occasionally hot! 
 
Before setting off to Harris we managed to note two willow warblers, a chiffchaff and two common 
sandpipers from the hotel. Once south of the Clisham we emerged into bright, calm conditions and stopped 
at the roadside to admire the view of the mountains. A summer plumage great northern diver was fishing 
in the sea loch below us whilst in the distance two golden eagles circled back and forth over the peaks 
which was a fine welcome to the island.  
 
We continued south, taking a side road to Luskentyre where we took a walk over the dunes to the beach, 
looking towards Taransay. The flat, calm waters of the Sound of Taransay were ideal for seeing birds and 
we managed to count over 200 common scoters, a couple of long-tailed ducks and lots of great northern 
divers. We returned to the minibus after a pleasant walk and drove around to a viewpoint over-looking the 
same stretch of water from a different angle. Below our elevated position three long-tailed ducks happily 
fed continuously providing great views for us all. We also managed to find more great northern divers, a 
couple of red-throated diver, a few more common scoter and three distant Slavonian grebes which were 
only really visible through the scope. We dropped a short distance down the road from here and pulled up 
at Horghabost where we enjoyed our packed lunch on the picnic benches.  
 
Post lunch we stopped for a coffee at the Temple Café at Northton before taking a walk across the machair. 
Good numbers of lapwings were nesting here as well as redshank noisily advertising their presence. To the 
south in the Sound of Harris we spotted another summer plumage great northern diver on our way back to 
the vehicle before we continued our circuit of Harris.  
 
We drove through Leverburgh and on towards Rodel, stopping in the valley to admire a very mobile merlin 
before we joined the Golden Road. This narrow, windy road took us through some incredible scenery past 
numerous little lochs and sea inlets, one or two of which held harbour seals. A cuckoo was seen perched on 
roadside wires but soon shot off once we stopped. Eventually having reached the far end we bobbed into 
the Tweed shop in Tarbet before our last stop at Bowglas, on the border of Lewis. We took another cuppa 
here to the sound of displaying red-throated divers in Loch Seaforth below us. Black guillemots were picked 
out on the water and whimbrel and greenshank could be heard calling.  
 
We returned to our hotel and enjoyed another lovely evening meal.  
 
Wednesday 30 April 
The day began with low cloud and light rain which cleared later in the morning with increasing north-
easterly winds. The sky brightened for a while but cloud gathered again in the afternoon with more rain in 
the evening.  
 
Our first stop took us along a narrow tidal inlet in Carloway where we had great views of two summer 
plumage black-throated divers and a very fine greenshank whilst returning to the start of the Pentland 
Road. The trip across the moors to Stornoway was quiet but things livened up once we had driven through 
the town. Sand Street on the edge of Stornoway produced a number of gulls a few wigeon and a pink-
footed goose amongst the greylags whilst a stop on the Braighe by Loch Branahuie gave us good views of 
around 20 long-tailed ducks and a handful of tufted ducks. A summer plumage great northern diver also 
showed well on the sea to the south. Moving on we headed to the tip of Point and Loch Tiumpan which 
held tufted ducks, teal and a couple of wigeon. Golden plover and dunlin were present and a brief merlin 
shot past. Nearby Tiumpan Head produced four great northern divers, fulmars, gannets, shag, razorbills and 
guillemots. A couple of black guillemots were seen on the sea and one of the group members spotted a 
distant fly-by puffin. The cliffs to the west of the old lighthouse held a few seabirds including a shag that 



 
 

was stood over a nest containing a single egg. It was a wonder that it wasn’t attempting to keep it warm in 
the cool wind.  
 
Heading back south we paused by the conifers near Loch Tiumpan where we got views of a lesser Redpoll 
and Willow Warbler. A Rock Pipit was seen in Port na Guiran and two mute swans on a loch nearby. Once 
back at the Braighe we paused for a short while at the east end of the causeway and picked up four black-
throated divers on the sea, as well as a fly-by little tern and an Arctic skua heading north.  
 
We retired to the pier at the Castle Grounds to have lunch in a more sheltered location whilst a couple of 
Grey Seals patrolled the harbour looking for an easy meal from the fishing boats and a grey heron stalked 
along the bank. Once lunch was over we headed along the west side of Broad Bay calling in at various 
locations en route to Tolsta. Ten barnacle geese flew in at Gress saltings as we were passing on the way 
north. Once at North Tolsta we took a breezy walk over the “Bridge to No-where” and across the headland 
back to the minibus enjoying some lovely views of the sandy bay and rocky cliffs. Stonechats, wheatears 
and white wagtails were seen near the car park whilst a couple of Ravens were hassling a pair of hooded 
crows. 
 
Having reached the end of the road we returned the way we came, stopping at Coll where we found a flock 
of around 40 golden plover, a number of dunlin and a displaying curlew. Three whooper swans flew in 
whilst we were there and another merlin shot past livening the place up. It appeared that birds were on the 
move and the windy weather had brought a few things down. Barvas machair on the north-west coast 
further cemented this idea when we found 25 barnacle geese with two pale-bellied brent geese grazing on 
the coastal grassland. Around 250 golden plover were also on the machair as well as two black-tailed 
godwits, dunlin and around 50 – 60 whimbrel in the distance. Three pink-footed geese were seen adjacent 
to Loch Barvas whilst two sand martins were watched fly-catching low over the sea where 2 Red-throated 
Divers were taking some shelter in the bay.  
 
Our final stop of the day took us to Loch Ordais once again. More geese were found sheltering here with a 
flock of around 54 brent geese in the bay and 150+ pink-footed geese in fields near Labost Head. Amongst 
the Pink-feet we spotted a Canada goose which almost certainly would have been of wild origin, associating 
with the other geese that had probably travelled together from wintering grounds further south. The loch 
itself held a couple of shelduck as well as a pair of gadwall. 12 turnstone were on the rocky shore and as we 
returned to the bus a merlin put on a great display hurtling after a pipit.  
 
Thursday 1 May 
A strong easterly wind today and low cloud in the morning kept the temperature down although the wind 
eased a little in the afternoon and the clouds broke producing a brighter end to the day. 
 
A bit of a quieter day today bird wise as we attempted to get some eagle action. First we headed along the 
road to South Lochs and took up position at a slightly elevated spot allowing us to scan the surrounding 
moorland. The wind was rather strong which may have accounted for it being rather quiet with just a brief 
Kestrel a Golden Plover and a Snipe seen. We headed back to the turning for South Lochs and the head of 
Loch Erisort in the hope of gaining more shelter although it was still windy. Here we had a couple of 
whimbrel, three shelduck, a few stonechats and a buzzard carrying a rabbit. To the west we spotted a 
distant golden eagle over a hill top where it performed a roller-coaster display for around 5 – 10 minutes 
before heading off across the moorland.  
 
In an attempt to gain some respite from the wind we moved down to Bowglas on the border of Lewis / 
Harris and had our lunch in the car park before taking a walk up the path here. The view from the top was 
superb and although a young couple that were leaving just as we arrived had managed good views of 
golden eagle we unfortunately saw little apart from a couple of ravens and a brief Merlin. It was a good 
walk but an hour wait at the summit of the path and the journey there and back took up much of the 
afternoon leaving us little time to see much else.  



 
 

 
A request for photos of Gearrannan Black House Village saw us return back the valley nestling the village 
where we took a short walk to the shore and spotted a great northern diver on the sea and a willow 
warbler on our return to the car park.  
 
Our final evening in the hotel was rounded off by another lovely meal. 
 
Friday 2 May 
Our final morning saw better weather with lighter winds and some sunshine.  
 
The chiffchaff was still singing outside the Doune Braes Hotel where it had been all week and was still in full 
flow as we left around 09:00.  
 
Our first port of call was to the shore of the sea loch near the Callanish Stones where we managed to scope 
a distant Golden Eagle circling over the hills to the south and a Greenshank was heard calling by the loch 
side. From here we headed across the Pentland Road for our final time, stopping briefly at Sand Street, 
Stornoway before having a final look at Loch Branahuie from the Braighe. As we pulled over to scan the 
loch a ringed plover ran away from a pile of shingle close to the road. Quite remarkably despite our 
presence it returned to the shingle shortly after and settled on a scrape containing 4 small eggs nestled in a 
hollow and looking like pebbles themselves. The loch itself held around 30 long-tailed ducks, tufted duck, 
red-breasted merganser and a female goldeneye. A few razorbills and guillemots were spotted to the south 
before we took a short walk through the dunes to scan Broad Bay to the north. Around 150 long-tailed 
ducks were gathered together in a tight flock whilst several great northern divers and a Red-throated diver 
rounded off the week in Lewis.  
 
Most of the group said their goodbyes at Stornoway airport in the late morning, ready for the mid-day flight 
back to the mainland.  
  



 
 

Birds 
 
Pink-footed Goose    Anser brachyrhynchus 
One was at Fivepenny and a flock of 150+ were near Loch Ordais, 30 April  
Greylag Goose    Anser anser 
A common and widespread breeding resident 
Brent Goose    Branta bernicla 
2 were with Barnacle Geese at Barvas and 54+ were at Loch Ordais, 30 April 
Barnacle Goose    Branta leucopsis 
10 at Coll Saltings and 25 were at Barvas machair, 30 April 
Mute Swan    Cygnus olor 
2 were at Loch Stiapabhat and 2 near Tiumpan Head, Point 
Whooper Swan    Cygnus Cygnus 
Small numbers were seen on 4 dates with a family of 6 near Gisla, 28 April 
Common Shelduck   Tadorna tadorna 
Small numbers were seen on 5 out of 7 days 
Gadwall    Anas strepera 
3 were at Loch Stiapabhat and 2 at Loch Ordais 
Eurasian Wigeon   Anas Penelope 
Seen at Loch Stiapabhat and Loch Ordais 
Mallard     Anas platyrhynchos 
Seen daily in small numbers 
Eurasian Teal    Anas crecca 
Small numbers seen on two dates during the week 
Tufted Duck    Aythya fuligula 
Small numbers were seen most days  
Common Eider    Somateria mollissima 
Seen on 3 dates with over 100 off Berie Sands, Valtos, 28 April 
Common Scoter   Melanitta nigra 
200+ were in the Sound of Taransay, 29 April 
Long-tailed Duck   Clangula hyemalis 
Seen on 4 days with a good gathering at the Braighe / Loch Branahuie 
Goldeneye    Bucephala clangula 
A female was on Loch Branahuie, 2 May 
Red-breasted Merganser  Mergus serrator 
Red-throated Diver   Gavia stellata 
Small numbers were noted every day apart from one 
Black-throated Diver   Gavia arctica 
We saw Black-throated Diver on 3 dates during the week with good views on 2 days 
Great Northern Diver   Gavia immer 
Fairly common and seen every day of the trip 
Northern Fulmar   Fulmarus glacialis 
Common around the coast 
Slavonian Grebe   Podiceps auritus 
3 were seen on the Sound of Taransay, 29 April 
Grey Heron    Ardea cinerea 
Seen every day of the trip 
Little Egret    Egretta garzetta 
One flew north past the hotel whilst we were having breakfast, 28 April 
Northern Gannet   Morus bassanus 
Common along the coast 
Great Cormorant   Phalacrocorax carbo 
Seen on 28 April only 



 
 

European Shag    Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Common and seen every day of the trip 
Common Kestrel   Falco tinnunculus 
One was seen (Steve only) in South Lochs  
Merlin     Falco columbarius 
Seen on five dates with a maximum of 3 in west Lewis, 28 April 
Common Buzzard   Buteo buteo 
Small numbers were seen daily 
Golden Eagle    Aquila chrysaetos 
Seen on 3 dates with one bird watched displaying, 1 May 
Eurasian Oystercatcher   Haematopus ostralegus 
Common 
Lapwing    Vanellus vanellus 
Fairly common and seen daily 
Golden Plover    Pluvialis apricaria 
Seen virtually every day 
Ringed Plover    Charadrius dubius 
Fairly common  
Common Snipe    Gallinago gallinago 
Seen on 3 dates including a couple of birds displaying 
Black-tailed Godwit   Limosa limosa 
1 – 3 birds seen on 3 dates 
Whimbrel    Numenius phaeopus 
Seen daily and widely 
Eurasian Curlew   Numenius arquata 
Small numbers on 4 dates 
Common Redshank    Tringa tetanus 
Common and seen every day 
Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 
Seen on 4 dates with some good views of summer plumage individuals 
Common Sandpiper   Actitis hypoleucos 
Fairly common 
Turnstone    Arenaria interpres 
A flock of around 10 were on the shore by Loch Ordais, Bragar, 30 April 
Dunlin     Calidris alpine 
Sightings on 3 days 
Kittiwake    Rissa tridactyla 
Small numbers seen around the Butt, off Point and at Mangersta 
Common Gull    Larus canus 
Common and widespread species 
Great Black-backed Gull  Larus marinus  
Small numbers were seen every day 
Herring Gull    Larus argentatus 
A common breeding bird 
Lesser Black-backed Gull  Larus fuscus 
Less common than previous 2 species but seen daily 
Black-headed Gull   Larus ridibundus 
Recorded virtually every day 
Little Tern    Sternula albifrons 
One was off the Braighe, 30 April  
Common Tern    Sterna hirundo 
4 were off Linshader, 28 April 
  



 
 

Arctic Tern    Sterna paradisaea 
Seen on 27 and 28 April   
Great Skua    Stercorarius skua 
Seen on 4 dates with over 10 seen heading north at Mangersta 
Arctic Skua    Stercorarius parasiticus 
One flew north over the Braighe, 30 April 
Common Guillemot   Uria aalge 
Small numbers seen on 3 dates 
Razorbill    Alca torda 
Seen most days in small numbers 
Black Guillemot    Cepphus grille 
Seen daily in small numbers 
Puffin     Fratecula arctica 
One or two were seen off Tiumpan Head by Steve only, 30 April 
Rock Dove    Columba livia 
Common and widespread 
Wood Pigeon    Columba palumbus 
Seen almost daily in small numbers 
Eurasian Collared Dove   Streptopelia decaocto 
Small numbers seen on 5 out of 7 days 
Common Cuckoo   Cuculus canorus 
One seen along the Golden Road, 29 April, but others heard 
Jackdaw    Corvus monedula 
Seen around Stornoway only 
Rook     Corvus frugilegus 
A few seen around Stornoway 
Hooded Crow    Corvus cornix 
Common and seen every day  
Raven     Corvus corax 
Fairly common and seen at least a couple of times every day during the week 
Skylark     Alauda arvensis 
A common species with birds seen every day 
Sand Martin    Riparia riparia 
2 were seen feeding low over the sea off Barvas machair, 30 April 
Barn Swallow    Hirundo rustica 
Small numbers seen on 2 dates 
House Martin    Delichon urbicum 
One was seen by Andrew at Skigersta, 27 April 
Willow Warbler   Phylloscopus trochilus 
Recorded daily with birds singing from many scattered gardens 
Chiffchaff    Phylloscopus collybita 
One was around the hotel throughout 
Wren     Troglodytes troglodytes 
Recorded every day of the trip 
Common Starling   Sturnus vulgaris 
Common  
Common Blackbird   Turdus merula 
Common and seen virtually every day 
Song Thrush    Turdus philomelos 
One seen on 1 May 
European Robin   Erithacus rubecula 
Occasionally seen during the week 
  



 
 

European Stonechat   Saxicola rubicola 
Seen daily in small numbers  
Northern Wheatear   Oenanthe oenanthe 
Common and widespread  
House Sparrow    Passer domesticus 
Good numbers still survive in the islands with sightings every day 
Dunnock    Prunella modularis 
Seen on just two dates 
Pied Wagtail    Motacilla alba yarrelli 
A common bird in the summer months with birds noted every day 
White Wagtail    Motacilla alba alba 
Icelandic bound migrants were noted in good numbers  
Meadow Pipit    Anthus pratensis 
Common 
Rock Pipit    Anthus petrosus 
Noted on 3 dates in small numbers 
Common Chaffinch   Fringilla coelebs 
Sightings on five different days during the week 
European Greenfinch   Carduelis chloris 
Common and seen on 5 dates during the week 
Goldfinch    Carduelis carduelis 
Seen on 29 April only  
Lesser Redpoll    Cardeulis cabaret 
One was seen near Loch Tiumpan, 30 April 
Twite     Carduelis flavirostris 
Seen on 3 dates during the week 
Linnet     Cardeulis cannabina 
Noted on 3 different days 
Reed Bunting    Emberiza scheoniculus 
Seen in the reed bed at Berie Sands, Valtos, 28 April 
 

Escapes: 
Harris Hawk    Parabuteo unicinctus 
One was seen on a fence at Gearrannan, 26 April 

 

Mammals: 
European Otter    Lutra lutra 
Common Seal    Phoca vitulina 
Grey Seal    Halichoerus grypus 
Red Deer    Cervus elaphus 
European Rabbit   Oryctolagus cuniculus 

 

Butterflies: 
Small Tortoiseshell   Aglais urticae 
Moths:  
Emperor Moth    Pavonia pavonia 
Autumn Green Carpet   Chloroclysta miata 
Flame Carpet    Xanthorhoe designata 
Belted Beauty    Lycia zonaria 
Puss Moth    Cerura vinula 
Hebrew Character   Orthosia gothica 
Clouded Drab    Orthosia incerta 
Red Chestnut    Cerastis rubricosa 


