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Saturday 11th June 
Weather – calm, humid and cloudy with a little light rain in the afternoon 
Everyone arrived on time and the pick-up ran smoothly so we were soon away and heading across to the 
Wild Honey Hotel in Lisdoonvarna. We had a cuppa on arrival and once our rooms had been sorted we 
headed across to Poulsallagh on the west coast. We explored the limestone pavement and grassy areas on 
the inland side of the road before heading across to the coast with each area proving very productive. 
Almost as soon as we got out of the bus, one of the group – John - spotted a stoat that was running across 
the limestone pavement with prey. It disappeared into a grike although shortly after it was off again back in 
the same direction it had come from. This time it was carrying an almost fledged meadow pipit. It repeated 
this on a couple of occasions; once bringing back a small mammal which it must have been feeding to a 
young family.  
 
A whitethroat was singing and occasionally seen displaying whilst offshore we spotted gannets, fulmar, 
razorbills, guillemots and sandwich tern. John spotted a summer plumage great northern diver to the north 
of our position and whilst admiring it through the scope we suddenly noticed a small pod of around 6 
bottle-nosed dolphins which showed well as they fed and occasionally leapt out of the water. A few 
harbour porpoise were also spotted in the virtually flat, calm sea.  
 
Plant wise we got off to a great start with Robert picking up Irish eyebright and Pauline locating one of the 
few remaining spring gentians still in flower. Other goodies included hoary rockrose, mountain avens, 
maidenhair fern, squinancywort, mouse-eared hawkweed, mountain everlasting and a good spread of 
heath spotted orchids in all the myriad of colours. We also spotted common and small blue butterflies on 
the inland side of the road as well as a few transparent burnets. A common lizard showed well on a rock by 
the road as we crossed to the seaward side picking up more new species such as rock samphire, sea 
spleenwort, sea milkwort, sea beet and some flowering western sea lavender to round off an excellent 
couple of hours before dinner. 
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Sunday 12th June 
A westerly wind brought some rain overnight which stopped for us early in the morning to produce a warm 
and occasionally hot day during the sunny spells 
An early morning walk around Lisdoonvarna produced a couple of good birds including an adult dipper 
(race hibernicus), grey wagtail and the Irish race of coal tit. Other species noted included spotted flycatcher, 
willow warbler, chiffchaff and blackcap – all singing plus a single siskin, goldfinch, swallow and house martin 
whilst a couple of cuckoos were heard calling.  
 
After breakfast we set off for Mulloach Mor and Loch Gailain where we explored the grassland, at one time 
designated for a visitor centre; and a marshy area near the afore-mentioned loch. The whole area was 
excellent and we located a whole host of new species for the trip including some very fine bee and fly 
orchids. Common twayblade was abundant and common spotted orchid were scattered all around 
including a fine example of O’Kelly’s orchid. In amongst the orchids we also noted several dragonflies 
including four-spotted chaser, black-tailed skimmer, common blue damselfly and blue-tailed damselfly; as 
well as several butterflies and lots of transparent burnets. A closer look at the bedstraws revealed 
limestone bedstraw, northern bedstraw and lady’s bedstraw as well as squinancywort amongst the 
limestone pavement. The grikes also supported delicate and a somewhat desiccated maidenhair fern that 
was suffering a little from the dry conditions from the previous couple of weeks. Even so a bit of rain would 
soon help this and the rusty-back fern spring back to life with the resurrecting rain that fell overnight.  
 
As we reached the area of Gortlecka (Loch Gailain) the composition of plant species changed and shrubby 
cinquefoil with its bright yellow blooms was very evident as lots of these shrubs were dotted around the 
open pavement. The marsh to the south of the road was excellent and provided a couple more of the 
Burren specialities including some excellent examples of fen (turlough) voilet and turlough dandelion 
although we only found the leaves of the latter. The marsh also held a couple of singing reed buntings 
whilst further back we could see a mixed flock of around 20 grey herons and little egrets, mostly on the 
banks. Mountain avens, mouse-eared hawkweed and the leaves of a helleborine species were also noted 
whilst a good selection of butterflies included wood white, painted lady, speckled wood and common blue 
before we retired to the van for our packed lunch.  
 
We moved on from the Burren National Park taking a minor road north, past the ‘Parochial House’ which 
was home to the characters from the very popular Father Ted. We stopped for photos as did many others 
before continuing north and then down towards Lough Bunny. We pulled over for a quick look around the 
lake where we found a good number of house martins hawking over the surface as well as cormorants 
perched on rocks on the other side. We also heard whitethroat and blackcap singing and had good views of 
a pair of bullfinch in a couple of small ash trees close to the roadside. It was only a brief stop but we did 
manage to see a couple of new plants such as lesser water plantain, fan-leaved water-crowfoot and 
brookweed all growing on the muddy margins and some rather fine examples of flecked orchid.  
 
We called in at the visitor centre in Corofin where we heard that we might be able to find another scarce 
orchid at nearby Dromore Wood. As it was only 6 miles away we headed down the narrow lanes and pulled 
over at the centre here where a very helpful warden showed us a bird’s-nest orchid that was flowering on 
the edge of the car park. It was slightly past its best but never-the-less was a superb plant to see and one 
none of had seen before in the UK. We then had a further hour or so in the area and managed to spot lots 
of new plants for the list including water and common figwort, marsh woundwort and yellow water lily  
amongst many more. A couple of mute swans were on a quieter area of water and lots of banded 
demoiselles were displaying around the stream connecting the two lakes together; rounding off our first 
excellent day in the field. 
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Monday 13th June 
The wind today was from a south-westerly direction with regular showers in the morning becoming drier 
with occasional showers in the afternoon. Eventually it clouded over again in the late afternoon. 
We started our day on the west coast, calling in at a spot between Poulsallagh and Fanore dunes for a quick 
look around. A few kittiwakes, auks and shags were off-shore whilst inland we found spring sandwort, sea 
spleenwort, rough hawk’s-beard, squinancywort and wild carrot amongst many other limestone regulars. A 
little further down the road we explored Fanore dunes, scouting around the new dunes before exploring 
some of the older more established areas. In the meantime John pottered off and whilst we had our heads 
down looking for plants he spotted six choughs flying over and apparently coming down on the inland side 
of the dunes although we couldn’t relocate them. We did spot a couple of sand martins that were nesting 
near the car park as well as sandwich tern and rock pipit. Plant wise we added sea spurge, sea bindweed 
(leaves only), sea rocket, sea radish, pyramidal orchid, sand couch and lyme grass.  
 
Leaving Fanore we continued along the coast road and rounded Black Head with the group spotting black 
guillemot close inshore from the bus before we stopped in a layby and took a walk towards the Rine 
peninsula. The tidal saltmarsh and sandy shore here produced a range of new species both bird and plant 
wise. A small flock of winter plumage bar-tailed godwits were resting on the shore and John located a 
curlew in the distance. A few shelduck were also resting on the saltmarsh whilst the scrub held the usual 
willow warbler and whitethroat. A large area of flowering Biting Stonecrop caught the eye on the shingle 
bank whilst less obvious plants included sea lavender, glasswort, hop trefoil and greater sea-spurrey. We 
also found a good display of field mouse-ear, plus common stork’s-bill, shining cranesbill and saltmarsh 
rush. It was time for lunch so we returned to the bus and as the sun came out so did the butterflies with 
speckled wood, common blue, small heath and the transparent burnet moth all picked up.  
 
We enjoyed a lunch in the local tea room and garden which also held some fine examples of Babington’s 
leek and maidenhair fern as well as a lovely painting of a belted kingfisher that was seen on the nearby 
harbour wall in 1984. After lunch we explored the north-eastern end of Cappanawalla which was a bit of a 
climb but very rewarding with lots of flowering plants as well as a superb view. The sun was showing 
through every now and then making for a hot walk up the hill but also providing plenty of butterfly activity 
including wood whites, common blue, speckled wood and small heath, as well as plenty of moths including 
latticed heath, transparent burnet and six-spot burnet. A chiffchaff showed well on roadside wires at the 
beginning of the walk and a cuckoo called repeatedly from an area of scrub half way up the hill. As soon as 
we were out of the hazel scrub there were orchids everywhere with common spotted, heath spotted, 
O’Kelly’s, lesser butterfly, fly orchid and fragrant orchid. On the lower slopes we also manged to locate 
spring gentian still in full bloom, whilst higher up the hill, some relatively fresh early purple orchids in good 
condition. Mountain avens and mountain everlasting were all over the place and added to the rich and 
diverse feel to the area. On the wooded slope on the way back to the bus we also came across flowering 
water avens and the leaves of wild strawberry. Our final site at the head of the Caher valley was also rich in 
flowers with masses of the limestone regulars as well as a good show of heath spotted orchid and many 
early purple orchids still in bloom. Thyme-leaved speedwell and pale lady’s mantle were new additions to 
the list and bilberry was also noted on the way back to the hotel. 
 
Tuesday 14th June 
The weather today was dominated by a north-westerly wind with frequent showers in the morning 
becoming drier in the afternoon with infrequent showers. 
Our first stop today was at the Poulnabrone portal tomb which was atmospheric in the grey weather and 
also provided a couple of new, interesting plants including hairy rock-cress and brittle bladder fern. We 
continued along the route through Ballyvaughan, stopping at a couple of coastal locations on route to 
Abbey Hill. The first stop by the remains of a castle produced a calling cuckoo, grey heron and a couple of 
curlews as well as hemlock and various other common coastal plants. Once at Abbey Hill we explored along 
the lower slopes of the where we found a great selection of flowering plants including O’Kelly’s orchid, 
lesser butterfly orchid, fragrant orchid, fly orchid and dense flower orchid although the latter had gone 
over. Pauline located a fine broomrape which we identified as common broomrape whilst other typical 
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species included spring gentian (a couple in flower), mountain everlasting, mountain avens, rough hawkbit, 
spindle and rusty-back fern amongst many others. A cuckoo was seen being chased by attendant meadow 
pipits whilst other birds included whitethroat, willow warbler and stonechat. We also had great views of a 
small blue butterfly on return to the bus.  
 
We moved on to Keelhilla where we enjoyed our picnic lunch in the shelter of the bus whilst the heavy 
shower blew over. A walk to the old chapel and well in the hazel woods was very productive and produced 
a superb array of plants. Fly orchid, bee orchid, fragrant orchid, common spotted orchid, O’Kelly’s orchid, 
lesser butterfly orchid and early purple orchid were all in bloom whilst a few spikes of the dense flowered 
orchid were also located although unfortunately already finished flowering. Common butterwort and 
round-leaved sundew were found alongside mountain avens, mountain everlasting and spring gentian. The 
grikes held plenty of rusty-back Fferns as well as a hard fern; whilst a few fresh spikes of thyme broomrape 
were also found along with spring gentian, dropwort and pignut adding to the superb variety of plants 
noted here. Butterflies noted included wood white and speckled wood whilst transparent burnet and wood 
tiger moths were also found on our walk. A couple of yellowhammers were singing and bullfinch were 
calling from the Hazel scrub. After a very productive couple of hours here we headed back to the hotel via 
Kilnefora Cathedral where we found the Lusitanian, navelwort flowering on the walls and rounding off our 
plant tally including species from all ends of Europe.  
 
Wednesday 15th June 
A moderate northerly wind in the morning increased a little in the afternoon although the weather was 
generally warm with plenty of sunny spells. 
Today we started our exploration of the Aran Islands and caught the ferry from Doolin at 10 am to 
Inishmore, stopping on route at Inisheer to drop off the bags. The ferry journey was a little choppy but still 
productive with razorbill, guillemot, black guillemot, puffin, gannet, shag, cormorant, kittiwake, fulmar and 
good views of a Storm Petrel off Inishmore. We also picked up sandwich tern, Arctic tern and little tern with 
the latter two off Inishmaan. Once on the Inishmore we organised a bus trip to Dun Aonghasa and walked 
up the hill to the fort perched on a spectacular cliff, overlooking the Atlantic. Lower down we spotted 
common blue, small blue, large white and small tortoiseshell butterflies as well as transparent burnet 
moths around the fort itself. Plants included the usual array of limestone regulars included mountain avens, 
mountain everlasting, bloody cranesbill and spring gentian (not flowering) whilst a few flowering spikes of 
Irish orchid were a new addition to the plant list. We spent around three quarters of an hour at the fort 
before heading back down the path and catching our bus back to town. Chiffchaff, wheatear, fulmar and 
jackdaw were all noted in the fort area whilst the whistle-stop tour of the north side provided views of 
mute swan, shelduck (with ducklings), curlew, swallow and sand martins.  
 
We left Inishmore around 4 pm and sailed to Inisheer via Inishmaan. A group of grey seals were hauled out 
on a sandy island at Inishmore whilst Manx shearwaters and a more distant storm petrel (seen only by 
Steve) were also seen. Another superb, summer plumage great northern diver was seen quite close to the 
ferry as we sailed past Inishmaan and a peregrine falcon was spotted causing mayhem amongst the gulls 
and terns as it swung low over the dunes. We eventually arrived at Inisheer around 5 pm and walked the 
short distance to our hotel. 
 
Thursday 16th June 
A brisk northerly wind was blowing today with heavy cloud early morning. By mid-morning the cloud had 
begun to break up with it becoming bright and sunny for the rest of the day. 
Before taking the boat to Inishmaan we had a walk around the village on Inisheer where we found a good 
selection the flowering plants amongst the small, walled gardens and fields. Pyramidal orchids were very 
common whilst Irish orchid was also found in full bloom. Other goodies included common and ivy 
broomrape as well as the last remaining flowers of Irish saxifrage. We caught the ferry just after 10:30 am 
from the Inisheer pier where Steve had a brief sighting of a bottle-nosed dolphin and a razorbill showed 
well fishing close inshore. Once on Inishmaan we caught a taxi to the middle of the main village and walked 
up to Dun Chonchuir – a 2,000+ year old fort perched on a hillock on the middle of the island which 
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provided good views over much of the rest of the area. From here we made our way westwards past 
Clochan, a beehive hut made in the traditional way; on towards a couple of benches placed at a fine 
location looking across towards Inishmore. We enjoyed our packed lunch here before heading back east 
with most of the group continuing down to the old pier and along the north-east edge of the island. Our 
walk revealed lots of good plants along the quiet, walled lanes including lots of pyramidal orchid, Irish 
marsh orchid, ivy broomrape (growing in a cultivated bed with onions!), white stonecrop, Alexanders, salad 
burnet and hedge woundwort. The walk along the sandy, north-east side produced Lucerne, wild pansy, 
black spleenwort and dove’s-foot cranesbill whilst the area around the new pier held sea holly, sea spurge,  
sea bindweed (in flower this time), creeping cinquefoil and sea fern grass. We also noted small 
tortoiseshell, common blue, small blue and painted lady butterflies whilst the flowers along the lanes 
produced lots of hoverflies and bees including the Aran bee and the very rare great yellow bumblebee. A 
fledged raven family were quite vocal on our walk whilst the north-east side of Inishmaan held a good tern 
colony with all four species seen well from the pier including Arctic, common, little and sandwich tern. A 
few pairs of lapwing were breeding in the same area and we also recorded ringed plover, black guillemot, 
guillemot, razorbill and shag to round off a very good day on the islands. We returned on the late afternoon 
ferry to our hotel and dinner on Inisheer. 
 
Friday 17th June 
A brisk westerly wind was blowing today with good sunny weather in the morning becoming cloudier from 
around mid-day. 
A walk in the morning took us out past the wreck of the Plassey which ran ashore in 1960, towards the 
lighthouse and then back to town via the castle. We picked up a good variety of plants on our wander with 
plenty of ivy broomrape and lots of pyramidal orchids. We also found Irish marsh orchid in bloom by the 
shipwreck along with Irish Saxifrage, Bog Pimpernel and a cracking Bee Orchid. Babbington’s Leek was 
common around the island as was pellitory of the wall and scarlet pimpernel whilst we also located a 
couple of patches of sea fern grass along the west side of Inisheer. A couple of grey seals were bobbing off-
shore whilst bird wise we found kestrel, grey heron, cuckoo, a few turnstones, curlew, oystercatcher, 
sandwich tern and a few Manx shearwaters in the distance. We left Inisheer at 13:45 and caught the ferry 
back to Doolin via the Cliffs of Moher. As we pulled out from the pier a bottle-nosed dolphin appeared in 
the wake a couple of times. The crossing provided the usual array of auks which we saw a lot better closer 
to the cliffs and a Manx shearwater made a close pass as we made our way towards the mainland. John 
spotted a storm petrel and we all got views of puffin, guillemots, razorbills, black guillemots, fulmars, 
kittiwakes and gannets. Watching under the cliffs was a bit tricky due to the westerly swell so once we 
were ashore and had loaded up the bus we headed for a view of the cliffs from above. A trip to the south 
end saw us parking in a farmyard and walking the last 800 metres to the southern tower where we quickly 
picked up a couple of chouhgs which showed well on the grassy slope below us. Masses of auks and 
kittiwakes were nesting in the more sheltered areas on the spectacular cliffs. On our way back to the bus 
another four choughs flew past us and landed in the fields whilst a reed bunting was spotted singing from 
the top of a bush.  
 
We returned to the Wild Honey Inn for another lovely evening meal. 
 
Saturday 18th June 
The wind was light and from the south-west with warm sunny spells in the morning, clouding over in the 
afternoon with rain from early afternoon. 
John discovered a couple of new butterflies for the week during his early morning walk today with both 
meadow brown and ringlet in Lisdoonvarna being the first of the trip. After a lovely breakfast we made our 
last visit to the excellent site of Poulsallagh. A wander around the limestone pavement on either side of the 
road produced a couple of frog orchids that were just coming in to flower as well as fragrant orchids and a 
dense-flowered orchid that had gone over. We were also lucky to find a single spring gentian still in flower 
as well as western sea lavender, hoary rock-rose, Irish eyebright, maidenhair fern, sea spleenwort, 
squinancywort, mountain avens. mountains everlasting, rock samphire, bloody cranesbill, bitter vetch, 
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meadow vetchling and many more. Willow warbler, whitethroat, stonechat, rock pipit and black guillemot 
were seen well, whilst small blue, common blue, yellow shell and silver Y featured amongst the lepidoptera.  
 
We headed for Shannon airport around mid-day and once we said our goodbyes to Robert and Pauline, 
Steve and John took a walk across to Shannon lagoons. Bristly oxtongue was new for the week whilst birds 
included lesser redpoll, sedge warblers, moorhen, coot, little egret, mallard, shoveler, teal, little grebe and 
two curlews nicely finishing off a great week in western Ireland. 
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Plants: 
 
Great horsetail     Equisetum telmateia             
Common in Lisdoonvarna 
Maidenhair fern    Adiantum cappilus-veneir 
Scarce and noted in the Burren National Park near Gortlecka and at Pollsalagh 
Black spleenwort    Asplenium adiantum-nigrum  
Seen on Inishmaan 
Sea spleenwort     Asplenium marinum   
Common amongst the grikes on the coastal strip between Poulsallagh and Black Head 
Wall-rue     Asplenium ruta-muraria 
Common on limestone pavement 
Maidenhair spleenwort     Asplenium trichomanes 
Very common 
Rustyback fern      Ceterach officinarum 
Common on limestone pavement 
Brittle bladder-fern     Cystopteris fragilis 
Seen at Polnabrone portal dolmen 
Male-fern      Dryopteris filix-mas 
Not uncommon around more wooded areas on the Burren 
Hart's-tongue      Phyllitis scolopendrium 
Common 
Southern polypody     Polypodium cambricum 
Fairly common  
Hard shield-fern     Polystichum aculeatum 
Seen at Keelhilla 
Hard-fern      Blechnum spicant                
Found at Keelhilla 
Bracken     Pteridium aquilinum 
Common 
Yellow water-lily    Nuphar lutea 
Seen in a pool at Dromore Wood 
Common juniper     Juniperus communis 
Occasionally noted on the Burren and Aran Islands 
Creeping buttercup    Ranunculus repens    
Common 
Marsh-marigold    Caltha palustris    
Occasional in wetter areas 
Fan-leaved crowsfoot    Ranunculus cirinatus 
Seen on the edge of Lough Bunny 
Lesser meadow-rue     Thalictrum minus    
Only a couple of sightings on limestone pavement e.g. near Gortlecka 
Long-headed poppy    Papaver dubium 
Common on the Aran Islands 
Pellitory-of-the-wall    Parietaria Judaica    
Very common on the Aran Islands 
Common nettle      Urtica dioica     
Common on waste ground 
Hazel      Corylus avellana 
Very common 
Frosted orache     Atriplex laciniata 
Common along sandy shores e,g, Fanore Sands 
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Sea radish     Raphanus raphanistrum 
Common along coasts, especially where sandy 
Sea beet     Beta vulgaris 
Occasionally seen along the coast 
Spring sandwort     Minuartia verna    
Seen along the coast between Poulsallagh and Black Head 
Sea sandwort     Honckenya peploides 
Common in sandy areas 
Field mouse-ear    Cerastium arvense    
Common 
Common chickweed     Stellaria media    
Only seen once or twice although probably much more widespread 
Greater sea-spurrey    Spergularia media 
Noted on the Rine peninsula 
Cuckooflower      Cardamine pratensis 
Fairly common on the mainland 
Hairy rock-cress     Arabis hirsute 
Noted at Keelhilla and Polnabrone 
Ragged-robin     Lychnis flos-cuculi 
Fairly common 
Sea campion     Silene uniflora 
Common along the coastal areas 
Common sea-lavender    Limonium vulgare 
Seen along the saltmarsh on the Rine 
Western sea-lavender    Limonium recurvum 
Found at Pollsalagh 
Thrift      Armeria maritima    
Very common 
Tutsan       Hypericum androsaemum   
Occasionally seen amongst the grikes on the limestone pavement 
Slender St John's-wort     Hypericum pulchrum    
Common e.g. Poulsallagh 
Common mallow    Malva sylvestris 
Regular on Aran Islands 
Tree mallow     Lavatera arborea 
Only seen on the cliffs below the fort on Inishmore 
Round-leaved sundew    Drosera rotundifolia 
Seen at Keelhilla 
Hoary rock-rose     Helianthemum oelandicum subsp. piloselloides 
Found at Pollsalagh 
Fen violet     Viola persicfolia 
Quite common around edge of marsh at Gortlecka, Burren National Park 
Wild pansy     Viola tricolor 
Seen on Inishmaan 
Eared willow     Salix aurita     
Common  
Goat willow      Salix caprea     
Common 
Creeping willow     Salix repens     
Noted at Pousallagh 
Water-cress     Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum  
Common around marshes 
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Hairy rock-cress    Arabis hirsuta 
Seen at scattered locations 
Common scurvygrass    Cochlearia officinalis 
Fairly common 
Sea rocket     Cokile maritima 
Fanore Dunes 
Sea radish     Raphanus raphanistrum 
Seen at a couple of coastal sites on the Aran Islands and at Fanore Sands 
Crowberry     Empetrum nigrum 
Seen at a couple of sites including the Cliffs of Moher 
Heather     Calluna vulgaris 
Frequent on the Burren and along the Cliffs of Moher 
Bilberry     Vaccinum myrtillus    
Seen on roadside near Lisdoonvarna 
Cowslip      Primula veris     
Common and widespread although not flowering 
Primrose      Primula vulgaris   
Common and widespread but like Primrose it had stopped flowering 
Brookweed     Samolus valerandi 
Fairly common in damper places including on limestone pavement 
Bog pimpernel     Anagalis tenella 
Seen on Inisheer 
Scarlet pimpernel    Anagalis arvensis 
Quite common on the Aran Islands 
Sea milkwort     Glaux maritima 
Common close to the coast on the Burren and Aran Islands 
Navelwort     Umbilicus rupestris 
A few plants in Kilfenora but also on Inishmore and at the Cliffs of Moher 
Biting stonecrop    Sedum acre 
Fairly common 
White stonecrop     Sedum album 
Noted at Abbey Hill and on Inishmaan 
Irish saxifrage     Saxifraga rosacea subsp. rosacea  
Common on the Aran Islands 
Opposite-leaved golden-saxifrage   Chrysosplenium oppositifolium  
Seen by the well at Keelhilla 
Dropwort     Filipendula vulgaris 
Seen in flower at Keelhilla 
Meadowsweet     Filipendula ulmaria 
Common and widespread 
Brambles      Rubus fruticosus agg.    
Common 
Stone bramble      Rubus saxatilis     
Noted in the Burren National Park 
Shrubby cinquefoil    Potentilla fruticose 
Common south-west of Mullach Mor 
Silverweed     Potentilla anserine    
Common 
Tormentil     Potentilla erecta 
Very common 
Creeping cinquefoil    Potentilla reptans 
Seen near the new pier on Inishmaan 
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Wild strawberry     Fragaria vesca 
Quite common 
Mountain avens     Dryas octopetala     
Very common with quite a few plants still in flower 
Water avens     Geum rivale     
Regularly seen 
Wood avens     Geum urbanum    
Occasionally noted e.g. Dromore Woods 
Agrimony     Agrimonia eupatoria 
Seen on Inishmaan 
Salad burnet     Sanguisorba minor subsp. minor  
Occasional 
Pale lady's-mantle     Alchemilla xanthochlora   
Occasionally noted e.g. Keelhilla 
Burnet rose     Rosa pimpinellifolia  
Common and widespread 
Dog-rose     Rosa canina 
Common and noted in numbers at the Burren National Park 
Blackthorn      Prunus spinose  
Very common 
Cotoneaster      Cotoneaster agg 
Occasionally seen 
Hawthorn      Crataegus monogyna 
Very common 
Kidney vetch      Anthyllis vulneraria   
Very common 
Common bird's-foot-trefoil    Lotus corniculatus    
Abundant 
Bush vetch     Vicia sepium 
Very common 
Tufted vetch     Vicia cracca 
Common 
Bitter-vetch     Lathyrus linifolius 
Seen on flower at Poulsallagh 
Meadow vetchling    Lethyrus pratensis 
Fairly common 
Lucerne     Medicago sativa sativa 
Seen at the north-east end of Inishmaan 
Black medick     Medicago lupulina 
Fairly common on disturbed ground 
Red clover      Trifolium pratense    
Very common 
Gorse      Ulex europaeus    
Only seen in a couple of sites along the north Clare coast 
Purple loosestrife    Lythrum salicaria 
Common near the Cliffs of Moher 
Holly       Ilex aquifolium  
Common 
Fuchsia      Fuchsia magellanica    
Common and widespread throughout the Burren and Aran Islands 
Spindle      Euonymus europaeus    
Noted at Abbey Hill 
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Sea spurge     Euphorbia paralias  
Seen at Fanore Sands and on Inishmaan 
Alder buckthorn    Frangula alnus 
Seen in the Burren National Park and at Abbey Hill 
Fairy Flax     Linum catharticum 
Common 
Common milkwort    Polygala vulgaris 
Very common and widespread 
Sycamore     Acer pseudoplatanus  
Widely seen 
Bloody crane's-bill     Geranium sanguineum 
Very common and dramatic displays at many sites 
Dove's-foot crane's-bill     Geranium molle  
Common 
Shining crane's-bill     Geranium lucidum 
Only noted on a couple of occasions on the Burren 
Herb-robert     Geranium robertianum   
Very common 
Common stork’s-bill    Erodium cicutarium 
Only noted on the Rine peninsula 
Sea-holly      Eryngium maritimum 
Noted near the pier on Inishmaan 
Marsh pennywort    Hydrocatyle vulgaris 
Seen at a couple of locations on the Burren 
Cow parsley     Anthriscus sylvestris 
Common and widespread roadside plant 
Pignut       Conopodium majus   
Regularly noted and seen most days 
Alexanders     Smyrnium olusatrum 
Common on the Aran Islands 
Sanicle       Sanicula europaea 
Seen at Keelhilla and Burren National Park 
Hemlock     Conium maculatum 
Rock samphire      Crithmum maritimum 
Common in rocky area adjacent to the coast e.g. Aran Islands and Poulsallagh 
Wild carrot      Daucus carota 
Occasionally seen on the Burren and common on the Aran Islands 
Spring gentian      Gentiana verna    
Common and widespread although mostly gone to seed; very occasionally still in flower 
Common centaury    Centaurium erythraea 
Seen on Inisheer and at Poulsallagh 
Yellow-wort     Blackstonia perfoliata    
Quite common and widespread with some plants in full bloom 
Sea bindweed     Calystegia soldanella 
Seen at Fanore Sands and in flower near Inishmaan pier 
Bogbean      Menyanthes trifoliate    
Flowering at a couple of sites 
Marsh woundwort    Stachys palustris 
Fairly common in roadsides 
Bugle      Ajuga reptans     
Only noted at Burren National Park and Poulsallagh 
Wood sage      Teucrium scorodonia  
Very common on limestone pavement 
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Selfheal     Prunella vulgaris 
Occasionally seen 
Wild thyme     Thymus polytrichus 
Abundant 
Water mint      Mentha aquatic    
Common in damper areas 
Greater plantain    Plantago major 
Common on limestone pavement 
Ribwort plantain     Plantago lanceolate 
Very common 
Buck's-horn plantain     Plantago coronopus    
Very common in coastal areas 
Sea plantain      Plantago maritima    
Common 
Common figwort    Scrophularia nodosa 
Seen at Dromore Wood and on Inisheer as well as a couple of other localities 
Water figwort     Scrophularia auriculata 
Seen at Dromore Wood 
Ivy-leaved toadflax     Cymbalaria muralis  
Seen in Fanore 
Germander speedwell     Veronica chamaedrys    
Common and widespread 
Thyme-leaved speedwell    Veronica serpyllifolia 
Noted on a couple of occasions 
Common field-speedwell    Veronica persica    
Seen at Cappanawalla as well as at a couple of other sites 
Yellow rattle     Rhinanthus minor 
Common in meadow areas 
Irish eyebright     Euphrasia salisburgensis 
Seen at Poulsallagh  
Eyebright spp.     Euphrasia species 
Very common 
Lousewort     Pedicularis sylvatica    
Common at some locations i.e. Poulsallagh 
Ivy broomrape     Orobanche hederae 
Common on Inisheer and Inishmaan 
Common broomrape    Orobanche minor 
Seen on Inisheer and at Abbey Hill 
Thyme broomrape    Orobanche alba 
A few spikes were seen at Keelhilla 
Common butterwort     Pinguicula vulgaris  
Seen at Keelhilla 
Harebell     Campanula rotundifolia 
A patch in flower were found near the airport on Inisheer 
Sheep’s-bit     Jasione montana   
Found along the Cliffs of Moher and access from the southern car park 
Squinancywort     Asperula cynanchica   
Common  
Northern bedstraw     Galium boreale  
Seen at Gortlecka 
Lady's bedstraw    Galium verum  
Common and widespread 
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Limestone bedstraw    Galium sterneri 
Seen in the Burren National Park 
Cleavers     Galium aparine 
Occasionally seen 
Wild Madder      Rubia peregrine 
Common on limestone pavement 
Elder      Sambucus nigra 
Common and widespread 
Guelder rose      Viburnum opulus    
Common around the Burren 
Honeysuckle     Lonicera periclymenum   
Very common and widespread 
Red valerian      Centranthus ruber    
Widespread and particularly common around Abbey Hill and Cappanawalla 
Common valerian     Valeriana officinalis    
Very common and widespread 
Carline thistle      Carlina vulgaris   
Regularly encountered on the mainland and Aran Islands 
Meadow thistle     Cirsium dissectum 
Common and widely seen   
Spear thistle      Cirsium vulgare   
Occasionally noted  
Greater knapweed    Centauria scabiosa 
One was in flower on Inishmaan 
Common knapweed    Centauria nigra 
Common and widespread 
Nipplewort     Lapsana communis 
Very common and widespread both on the mainland and Aran Islands 
Bristly oxtongue    Picris echioides                   
Seen at Shannon Lagoons 
Rough hawkbit     Leontodon hispidus 
Noted at Keelhilla 
Cat’s-ear     Hypochaeris radiacta 
Common  
Perennial sow-thistle    Sonchus arvensis 
Fairly common 
Prickly sow-thistle    Sonchus asper 
Noted at a few locations 
Smooth sow-thistle    Sonchus oleraceus 
Fairly common 
Wall lettuce     Mycelis muralis 
Abundant on limestone pavement 
Rough hawks-beard    Crepis biennis 
Noted in the dunes at Fanore Sands 
Dandelions     Taraxacum agg.   
Common 
Turlough (marsh) dandelion   Taraxacum palustre 
Just the very narrow leaves of this rarity were seen near Gortlecka, Mullach Mor in the Burren National 
Park 
Mountain everlasting     Antennaria dioica  
Very common and characteristic species on limestone pavement 
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Mouse-ear-hawkweed     Pilosella officinarum   
Common and noted every day 
Daisy       Bellis perennis    
Common 
Yarrow       Achillea millefolium   
Occasionally noted e.g. Poullsallagh 
Oxeye daisy      Leucanthemum vulgare  
Abundant 
Sea mayweed      Tripleurospermum maritimum 
Noted on the Aran Islands 
Common ragwort    Senecio jacobaea    
Very common 
Goldenrod     Solidago virgaurea    
Common 
Colt's-foot      Tussilago farfara  
Fairly common 
Hemp-agrimony     Eupatorium cannabinum 
Very common on limestone pavement 
Lesser water plantain    Baldellia ranunculoides 
Seen by Lough Bunny and on Inishmaan 
Lords-and-ladies     Arum maculatum 
Fairly common, especially on Inisheer 
Saltmarsh rush     Juncus geradii 
Seen along the Rine peninsula 
Bulbous rush     Juncus bulbosus 
Noted at Keelhilla 
Jointed rush     Juncus articulates 
Noted at one location 
Soft rush     Juncus effuses 
Common in acid, boggy areas 
Common cottongrass    Eriophorum angustifolium 
Seen in acid roadside flush south of Lisdoonvarna 
Common club-rush     Schoenoplectus lacustris 
Seen in the marsh near Loch Gailain 
Black bog-rush     Schoenus nigricans  
Common 
Fox sedge     Carex vulpina 
Seen on Inishmore 
Star sedge     Carex echinata 
Fairly common 
Flea sedge     Carex pulicaris 
Noted at Poulsallagh 
Quaking grass     Briza media 
A common and easily seen grass 
Sea fern-grass      Catapodium marinum 
Noted near the pier on Inishmaan and Inisheer 
Marram grass      Ammophila arenaria 
Noted at Fanore Sands 
Sand couch     Elytrigia juncea  
Seen at Fanore Sands 
Lyme-grass     Leymus arenarius 
Seen at Fanore Sands and on Inishmaan 
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Common reed      Phragmites australis 
Common in wet areas 
Babington's leek     Allium ampeloprasum var.babingtonii 
Common on the Aran Islands 
Ramsons     Allium ursinum   s 
Seen at Dromore Wood and Keelhilla 
Yellow iris      Iris pseudacorus  
Common and regularly seen whilst driving between sites 
Dark-red helleborine    Epipactis atrorubens 
Regularly noted on the Burren and at Pousallagh although not quite out in flower 
Common twayblade     Neottia ovata 
Very common 
Bird’s-nest orchid    Neottia nidus-avis 
One seen at Dolmore Woods 
Lesser butterfly orchid    Platanthera bifolia 
Fairly common and noted at many sites around the Burren 
Frog orchid     Dactylorhiza viridis 
A few were noted just coming into flower at Poulsallagh, 18th  
Pyramidal orchid    Anacamptis pyramidalis 
Common on the Aran Islands but also noted on the Burren 
Fragrant orchid     Gymnadenia conopsea ssp. densiflora 
Seen on Cappanawalla and at Keelhilla 
Common Spotted orchid    Dactylorhiza fuchsia 
Common and widespread 
O’Kelly’s orchid     Dactylorhiza fuchsia 
Flecked marsh orchid    Dactylorhiza incarnata subsp. cruenta  
Common in the Burren National Park  
Heath spotted orchid     Dactylorhiza maculata  
Common 
Irish marsh orchid     Dactylorhiza occidentalis  
Common  
Dense-flowered orchid     Neotinea maculate 
Noted at both Abbey Hill and Keelhilla although unfortunately not in flower 
Early-purple orchid     Orchis mascula 
Common and widespread and although many had gone over some were still in full bloom 
Fly orchid      Ophrys insectifera 
Fairly common on the Burren with sightings at Gortlecka, Cappanawalla, Abbey Hill and Keelhilla 
Bee orchid      Ophrys apifera 
Seen at Gortlecka, Keelhilla 
 
 

Birds: 
 
Mute swan     Cygnus olor 
Occasional sightings including a pair with cygnets on Inishmore and on Inisheer 
Common shelduck    Tadorna tadorna 
Small numbers were seen including birds with ducklings on Inishmor 
Mallard      Anas platyrhynchos 
Occasional sightings 
Shoveler     Anas clypeata 
A few moulting on Shannon Lagoons, 18th  
Eurasian teal     Anas crecca 
A drake on Shannon Lagoons, 18th 
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Great northern diver    Gavia immer 
One in summer plumage and providing good scope views off Poulsallagh, 11th and another from the ferry 
from Inishmor 
Little grebe     Tachybaptus ruficollis 
A few on Shannon Lagoons 
Coot      Fulica atra 
Seen on Shannon Lagoons 
Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 
Heard and seen on Shannon Lagoons 
Fulmar      Fulmarus glacialis 
Common along the coast 
Manx shearwater    Puffinus puffinus 
Seen from the ferries between the Aran Islands 
Storm petrel     Hydrobates pelagicus 
A couple seen around the Aran Islands from the ferry 
Gannet      Morus bassanus 
Small numbers along the coast 
Cormorant     Phalacrocorax carbo 
Small numbers seen 
European shag     Phalacrocorax aristotelis 
Common  
Grey heron     Ardea cinerea 
Seen every day 
Little egret     Egretta garzetta 
Around a dozen were seen at Gortlecka, Burren National Park and one at Shannon Lagoons 
Peregrine falcon    Falco peregrinus 
One over Inishmaan and one on Inisheer 
Kestrel      Falco tinnunculus 
Occasional and scattered sightings 
Eurasian oystercatcher    Haematopus ostralegus 
Small numbers were noted most days 
Ringed plover     Charadrius dubius 
One on Inishmaan 
Lapwing     Vanellus vanellus 
A few pairs were nesting on Inishmaan 
Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 
A few were seen on Inisheer, 17th  
Bar-tailed godwit    Limosa lapponica 
A small non-breeding flock were seen from the Rine peninsula 
Curlew       Numenius arquata 
Small numbers seen on five days during the week  
Black-headed gull    Larus ridibundus 
Recorded daily 
Common gull     Larus canus 
Fairly common 
Herring gull     Larus argentatus 
Seen most days 
Great black-backed gull    Larus marinus  
Small numbers were noted along the coast 
Lesser black-backed gull   Larus fuscus 
Small numbers were seen at various locations throughout the week 
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Kittiwake     Rissa tridactyla 
Fairly common along the coast and large numbers nesting on the Cliffs of Moher 
Little tern     Sterna albifrons 
Seen around the north end of Inishmaan 
Sandwich tern     Sterna sandvicensis 
Seen along the coast and off the Aran Islands – the most widely seen species 
Common tern     Sterna hirundo 
A couple were seen by the pier on Inishmaan 
Arctic tern     Sterna paradise 
Seen at the north end of Inishmaan where it was nesting 
Puffin      Fratecula arctica 
Common around the Cliffs of Moher 
Black guillemot     Cepphus grille 
Small numbers were recorded on 5 dates 
Common guillemot    Uria aalge 
A large colony nests on the Cliffs of Moher and are seen widely in the area 
Razorbill     Alca torda 
Common on the coast with an important colony on the Cliffs of Moher 
Rock dove     Columba livia 
A few were seen on Inishmaan and along the fields adjacent to the Cliffs of Moher 
Wood pigeon     Columba palumbus 
Fairly common  
Eurasian collared dove    Streptopelia decaocto 
Small numbers were noted 
Cuckoo      Cuculus canorus 
Seen on three days during the week but also heard on other days 
Swift      Apus apus 
Seen coming away from Shannon and at Boston near Lough Bunny 
Skylark      Alauda arvensis 
Fairly common 
Swallow     Hirundo rustica 
Common 
House martin     Delichon urbicum 
Common and widely seen 
Sand martin     Riparia riparia 
Fairly common with birds nesting on the Aran Islands 
Rock pipit     Anthus petrosus 
Common and very confiding on the Aran Islands 
Meadow pipit     Anthus pratensis 
Common 
Pied wagtail     Motacilla alba yarrelli 
Common 
Dunnock     Prunella modularis 
Common 
Robin      Erithacus rubecula 
Common and widely recorded 
Northern wheatear    Oenanthe oenanthe 
Common and widespread  
Stonechat     Saxicola rubicola 
Seen most days in small numbers  
Song thrush     Turdus philomelos 
Common and fledged young seen on the Aran Islands 
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Mistle thrush     Turdus viscivorus 
Seen on a couple of occasions including Cappanawalla 
Blackbird     Turdus merula 
Common and seen every day 
Blackcap     Sylvia atricapilla 
Common and regularly heard – occasionally seen 
Whitethroat     Sylvia communis 
Common in scrub and regularly heard and seen 
Willow warbler     Phylloscopus trochilus 
Common 
Chiffchaff     Phylloscopus collybita 
Fairly commonly heard and seen well at Cappanawalla 
Goldcrest     Regulus regulus 
Occasionally heard singing 
Wren      Troglodytes troglodytes 
Common although only occasionally seen 
Great tit     Parus major 
Common 
Coal tit      Periparus ater hibernicus 
Seen at Lisdoonvarna 
Blue tit      Cyanistes caeruleus 
Common  
Magpie      Pica pica 
Common on the mainland but absent from the Aran Islands 
Chough      Pyrrhocorax pyrrhocorax 
Six were recorded at Fanore Dunes and six were seen near the Cliffs of Moher with 2twoshowing very well 
Jackdaw     Corvus monedula 
Very common 
Rook      Corvus frugilegus 
Very common on the mainland 
Hooded crow     Corvus cornix 
Common and seen every day  
Raven      Corvus corax 
Fairly common with a family noted on Inishmaan 
Common starling    Sturnus vulgaris 
Common  
House sparrow     Passer domesticus 
Common 
Linnet      Carduelis cannabina 
Common and widespread 
Lesser Redpoll     Carduelis flammea cabaret 
A male was displaying at Shannon Lagoons 
Goldfinch     Carduelis carduelis 
Seen virtually every day in small numbers 
Greenfinch     Carduelis chloris 
Occasionally noted  
Siskin      Carduelis spinus 
A handful were noted around Lisdoonvarna 
Chaffinch     Fringilla coelebs 
Common on the mainland 
Bullfinch     Pyrrhula pyrrhula 
Seen at a couple of sites on the Burren and at Shannon Lagoons 
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Reed bunting     Emberiza schoeniclus 
A male was hanging around the hotel and two were seen at Loch Shawbost 
Yellowhammer     Emberiza citrinella 
Singing at Keelhilla 
 
 

Mammals: 
 
Bottle-nosed dolphin    Tursiops truncatus 
A pod of around five or six animals were off Pollsallagh, 11th with two more brief sightings off Inisheer 
Harbour porpoise    Phocoena phocoena 
A few were noted off Pollsallagh on 11th in the calm conditions 
Common seal     Phoca vitulina 
Seen on the coast north of Ballyvaghan from Cappanawalla 
Grey seal     Halichoerus grypus 
A colony was seen on a small island east of Inishmore and a couple were seen off Inisheer 
Stoat      Mustela erminea 
Superb views of one at Poulsallagh where it was seen raiding Meadow Pipit young 
European rabbit    Oryctolagus cuniculus 
Common 

 
 

Butterflies and Moths: 
 
Large white      Pieris brassicae 
Only a couple of sightings 
Small white      Pieris rapae 
Seen on the Aran Islands 
Wood white     Leptidea sinapsis 
Fairly common on the mainland and seen at the Burren National Park, Keelhilla and Cappanawalla 
Small blue     Cupido minimus 
Fairly common and seen at Abbey Hill, Burren National Park and on the Aran Islands 
Common blue     Polyommatus icarus 
Common and widespread 
Speckled wood     Pararge aegeria 
Fairly common when around woodland 
Meadow brown    Maniola jurtina 
Only seen at Lisdoonvarna on the 18th  
Ringlet `     Aphantopus hyperantus 
Seen in a meadow at Lisdoonvarna on 18th  
Painted lady     Vanessa cardui 
Quite widespread with small numbers seen most days 
Red admiral     Vanessa atalanta 
One sighting from a lane to the east of the Burren National Park 
Small tortoiseshell    Aglais urticae 
A couple were noted on the Aran Islands 
Transparent burnet    Zygaena purpuralis 
Common and widespread 
6-spot burnet     Zygaena filipendulae 
A few were seen on Cappanawalla, 13th  
Cinnibar moth      Tyria jacobaeae 
Seen at Poulsallagh, 18th  
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Latticed jeath     Semiothsia wauaria 
One photographed on Cappanawalla, 13th  
Wood tiger     Parasemia plantaginis 
One was seen at Keelhilla 
Yellow shell     Camptogramma bilineata 
Noted at Polsallagh, 18th  
Chimey sweeper    Odezia atrata 
Occasionally seen in grasslands in the Burren National Park and on Cappanawalla 
Silver Y      Autographa gamma 
Found at Polsallagh, 18th  
 

Other Insects: 
 
Common blue damselfly   Enallagma cyathigerum 
Common in the Burren National Park 
Blue-tailed damselfly    Ischnura elegans 
Common in the Burren National Park 
Banded demoiselle    Calopteryx splendens 
Around 20 were seen at Dromore Woods 
Four-spotted chaser    Libellula quadrimaculata 
Common in the Burren National Park 
Black-tailed skimmer    Orthetrum cancellatum 
Common in the Burren National Park at Gortlecka near Mullach Mor 
Moss carder bumblebee   Bombus muscorum 
Common and widespread 
Aran Island bumblebee    Bombus muscorum var. allenellus 
Common on Inishmaan and also seen on Inisheer 
Great Yellow bumblebee   Bombus distingeundus 
A couple were seen (and photographed) along the main road in Inishmaan 
Garden bumblebee    Bombus hortorum 
Only noted on Inishmaan 
White-tailed bumblebee   Bombus lucorum 
Occasionally noted 
Red-tailed bumblebee    Bombus lapidarius 
Common and widely seen 

 


