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TOUR REPORT 
 
Leaders: Mike & Liz Read 
 
 
Overview 
 
With the exception of Friday morning, this tour was blessed with fine sunny weather but with the problem 
of a strong cold northerly mistral.  In all probability this kept the number of sightings of smaller birds to a 
fairly low level.  However, we did manage to see 99 species of birds including a few unexpected species and 
some others which are often difficult to find.  It wasn’t until the Saturday morning that we at long last 
managed to find wallcreeper at our third attempt at looking for them.   
 
There was a lot of snow at Serein on Mont Ventoux and luckily we found a chalet that had bird feeders 
outside which was attracting a number of good species.  As usual the Camargue itself produced good 
assemblages of birds including a flock of about 1,500 waders and hundreds of greater flamingos and glossy 
ibis.  
 
The hotel which was new to us produced plenty of good food and its central location enabled visits in all 
directions including to La Crau where little bustards were amongst the usual species located. Whilst 
flowering plants were few and far between, a good list of species was recorded as can be seen above.  
Perhaps the most enjoyable flower species was giant orchid which we saw blooming in a number of 
locations.  All in all an excellent trip with good company too. 
 
 
  



 
 

Monday 23rd February 
We arrived at Marseille and, once we had cleared customs and got the vehicle hires sorted out, we were 
soon on the road towards Salon de Provence.  There were many yellow-legged gulls and magpies seen on 
the way as well as a group of coots on a small lake and the occasional common buzzard.  After heading 
west from Salon de Provence we took a minor road to look over an area of the old Durance Estuary in the 
hope of finding little bustards but unfortunately none were seen. However, we did see a wintering 
chiffchaff as well as common buzzard and a few other species.   
 
We drove onwards to St Martin de Crau and again took a minor road onto La Crau (another continuance of 
the Durance Estuary) and after seeing coot, mallard and great crested grebe on the etang itself, we pulled 
up at a more barren looking area and were immediately greeted by three dozen little bustards taking flight 
from not far away.  These flew around for a while and then landed some distance away and we then noted 
a couple of black redstarts and a common kestrel on a nearby building and three white storks were rising 
on thermals in the distance.  We then realised that a further two little bustards had remained in the area 
where the large group had taken off from and we were given good views of these.   
 
We then drove to our hotel where we were warmly greeted and had an excellent meal before retiring to 
bed after a long day. 
 
Tuesday 24th February 
Three of the group took a gentle stroll before breakfast to find that there was a chilling north wind (which 
continued for most of the day) and in general terms birds were in short supply.  Needless to say, starlings 
and house sparrows were seen around the buildings but a male blackcap was seen on the edge of the car 
park and a green woodpecker could be heard calling in the distance.  However, the best bird sighting 
proved to be the 180+ cattle egrets that were feeding in a field close to a number of horses. 
 
After breakfast we drove around the edge of Arles and on to the major road towards Nimes but after a few 
junctions we turned off towards Stes-Marie-de-la-Mer and then took a narrow side road.  Some distance 
along this road we saw a number of skylarks and meadow pipits in a field that also held a lone male reed 
bunting.  Common kestrel, four common buzzards and a male marsh harrier were also noted at this spot.  
Suddenly the air seemed full of white storks rising on thermals and then heading a short distance 
northwards while from the north a few common cranes could be heard calling and approximately 40 of 
these were eventually seen, with some flying quite low overhead.  Other species noted here included great 
egret, Cetti’s warbler, zitting cisticola and two sparrowhawks.   
 
After coffee at Alberon we drove down to Stes-Marie-de-la-Mer and during the journey saw a further four 
common cranes as well as great and little egrets, marsh harrier, mute swan and a few flamingos.  We had 
lunch on the beach in (didn’t think I would be able to say that in February!) and watched the comings and 
goings of a few gulls and occasional common terns (wrongly identified by the leader as gull-billed terns at 
the time).  There were also about a dozen great crested grebes and 15 black-necked grebes (later to 
increase to about 35) on the sea and a group of seven northern pintails and a lone common teal flew 
westwards.  A little later we strolled along the beach to search for birds and other wildlife.  Here we found 
masses of giant orchids, many of which were in full bloom, as well as a lone sandwich tern, a few white 
wagtails, a water pipit, and lots of distant greater flamingos.  After this walk, we drove to near Gallician and 
watched birds along one of the side channels.  There were many coots and a couple of moorhens and at 
least four cormorants.  Closer to us occasional coypus swam across the water way from one side to the 
other and a nearby grey heron flew off and then returned a little later.  At least three marsh harriers were 
seen in the area and a little grebe was eventually noted amongst the distant coots while a few ducks flew 
across the waterway and these included two red-crested pochards. 
 
Nearer to Vauvert we saw at least 150 glossy ibis which was the best quantity we had ever seen in the area 
added to this was a Cetti’s warbler in the nearby scrub (calling but never seen) about 15 mute swans and 
more than 50 shelducks.  A couple more marsh harriers drifted around and there were also great and little 



 
 

egrets to be seen and some of the group saw about 20 common cranes.  We made one final stop before 
our return to the hotel and here we saw at least three more marsh harriers, two common buzzards and two 
booted eagles.  These and the other usual marshland birds that were present made a fine end to the day’s 
watching. 
 
Wednesday 25th February  
As we left the hotel there were a good number of cattle egrets feeding by the horses in the field along the 
driveway.  We began our journey towards Mont Ventoux and were soon heading into a really cold 
northerly wind.  It was probably this cold weather that seemed to be keeping the bird sightings relatively 
quiet, however, we did see fair numbers of chaffinches and goldfinches in some of the vineyards as we 
went and also three or four perched buzzards and a couple of hovering common kestrels.  After a coffee 
break in Caromb we were soon heading up the lower slopes of Ventoux towards Serein.  Occasional 
chaffinches and goldfinches flitted up from the roadsides and one or two blackbirds were also noted.  As 
we reached Serien we realised that it was half-term for French school children and there were lots of noisy 
skiers on the abundant snow.  We made our way through the crowds and parked a little further on and 
began searching for typical upland birds of the region.  In amongst the pines there were good numbers of 
coal tits and a few crested tits but perhaps noise levels of tobogganing and skiing children were persuading 
birds to remain well hidden. As we returned to the vehicle we spotted a place where birds were being fed 
and here there were good numbers of crested tits and coal tits feeding along with occasional great tits and 
a lone marsh tit.  There were a few chaffinches about and one or two treecreepers in the area and a single 
raven was bold enough to come down to the feeding area.  Just before we left this area we were pleasantly 
surprised to see a group of three citril finches come down to drink from the melting snow at the roadside.  
In fact they gave superb views not only on the road but when they perched on the nearby snow and in the 
trees above.  All too soon they were gone leaving us with a single sighting of this lovely species for the day. 
 
We descended the mountain some distance to pause for our lunch below the snow line.  Here we were still 
amongst the conifers and we did manage to see further coal and crested tits as well as a brief glimpse of a 
great spotted woodpecker.  After lunch we drove back up the mountain to a different ‘upper’ location in 
the hope of finding crossbills but unfortunately none were located and despite searches as we left the area 
still none were found.   
 
During the return journey we paused at a rocky cliff site to search for birds but the only species noted here 
was western jackdaw.  However, in the wetter area at the base of the cliff there was a Cetti’s warbler 
calling occasionally and a common moorhen doing likewise.  We returned to the hotel with plenty of time 
to spare before another super evening meal. 
 
Thursday 26th February 
We began our visit to the Crau area with a look over the Etang des Aulnes.  Here we found a huge group of 
Eurasian coots and in amongst those were a few common pochards and a pair of red-crested pochards.  
Also on the lake were a few mallard, gadwall, great-crested grebes and at least a dozen little grebes.  At 
least two marsh harriers were circling at the end of the lake and at one time one of them flew over the 
coots and panicked the whole flock.  Another bird worthy of note here was a house martin seen by at least 
two members of the group.  From here we moved down the road to the first part of La Crau and were soon 
seeing a group of at least four red-legged partridges and a couple of common kestrels and during the very 
brief walk in the windy conditions 11 little bustards took flight.  Further out on La Crau, skylarks were the 
only birds we could find.   
 
From here we drove via St Martin de Crau towards the car park for La Caume and during the journey saw a 
couple of grey herons, three or four common kestrels and a single red kite.  During lunch amongst the 
conifers we saw great, coal and crested tit and a few chaffinches.  We then drove to Les Baux and went for 
a stroll through town in the hope of finding Alpine accentors but sadly, despite intensive searches, none 
was found.  However, in the main part of the ancient ruins we did manage to find a robin, a few black 
redstarts, two serins and a Sardinian warbler.  Later as we walked along beneath the cliffs of Les Baux more 



 
 

Sardinian warblers were encountered but typical of the species, they proved rather difficult to actually see.  
A couple of common blackbirds were also briefly seen and high up on the rock face there were a couple of 
blue rock thrushes.  There were also numerous jackdaws and feral pigeons/rock doves present and quite 
frequently these gave rise to expectations for our main target species here - wallcreeper.  However, despite 
considerable searching on the various cliffs we failed to find this elusive species.  A woman from Paris had 
been there for over three hours and still failed to see wallcreeper! 
 
We eventually gave up our search and drove back to the hotel seeing one or two common kestrels and 
three common buzzards as we went plus the usual magpies, crows and jackdaws.  On reaching the hotel a 
few of the usual flock of cattle egrets were amongst the horses which had been moved to a new pasture. 
 
Friday 27th February  
We woke to a rather wet morning but the forecast was for better weather later in the day.  Whilst loading 
up the vehicles to head to the eastern side of the Camargue, there were at least 30 cattle egrets in the 
nearby field and around the hotel itself it was robin, goldfinch, collared dove and great tit.  During the 
journey bird activity was kept fairly low due to the poor weather but we did see at least four common 
buzzards perched in trees and a few northern lapwings in a grassy field.  Just south of Le Sambuc we turned 
towards the Etang de Vaccares and we soon paused to look at a gathering of some 200 or more great 
cormorants that were resting in the middle of a damp looking field.  All along the waterways beside the 
road great and little egrets and occasional grey herons sprung up at our approach and close to the Tour du 
Valet there were at least four white storks nests some of which had birds already in residence.  We moved 
further along this road to the Marais de Grenouillet and had a look from the tower by the car park.  By now 
the rain was being ushered along by an increasing breeze and to look out over the lake meant looking into 
the driving rain.  However, there were a few things worthy of note here including a group of greylag geese, 
a few gadwall and mute swans and a lone marsh harrier. 
 
From here we drove to the edge of the Etang de Vaccares (the largest lake in the Camargue) where we saw 
a number of greater flamingos and great crested grebes and perhaps as many as 40 black-necked grebes.  
After a brief visit to La Capellier we drove down towards the Etang du Fangassier and on the way saw two 
marsh harriers at very close range.  One bird was feeding from a dead coypu in the road and the other was 
waiting on the nearby grass verge.  More great and little egrets were seen as we neared Fangassier and 
then we found a few redshanks feeding out in a marshy area.  There were also a number of shelducks here 
and on the various etangs that we looked over, as well as reasonable gatherings of flamingos, and one of 
the etangs held an estimated 200 northern shovelers. Further out we eventually managed to find a group 
of three or four curlews and two separate flocks of pied avocets which may have totalled 200 birds overall.  
Thankfully by now the rain had ceased and so we returned along the road to find a picnic spot that was 
sheltered from an increasing and cold wind.  During lunch Cetti’s warbler was heard and beyond a row of 
shrubs a spoonbill took off, flew along a few yards and promptly disappeared again but thankfully one or 
two of the clients saw the bird.  Unfortunately it could not be relocated once we had finished eating.  
During lunch a large number of frogs were heard calling and it is likely that these were marsh frogs. 
 
We drove via Salon de Giraud do overlook a few fields where a male hen harrier gave the briefest of views.  
Further south we searched numerous etangs for wading birds but the only species found was great 
flamingo which were there in good numbers; however, when we reached the Plage d’Arles we were 
pleased to find a good group of about 1500 waders.  These included single grey and common ringed 
plovers, about 25 sanderlings, 40 little stints, 200 Kentish plovers and 1,200 dunlins.  Also here were two 
adult slender-billed gulls standing between lone black-headed and yellow-legged gulls giving a good size 
and shape comparison.  Eventually something spooked all the waders and after a super flying display as 
they wheeled around over the shallows, they all headed off westwards.  We decide it was now time to go 
and search new areas and just before reaching Le Sambuc there was a group of a couple of dozen lapwings 
on one side of the road and 500-600 common cranes in three groups on the other side of the road.  As we 
drove across the northern side of the Etang du Vaccares a couple of small groups of golden plovers were 
seen and a small scattering of lapwings.  Along the Gimeaux road there were more common cranes 



 
 

(perhaps as many as 150) at least 50 white storks and a few reed buntings.  Great and little egrets and grey 
herons were also seen along here in good numbers and a female hen harrier drifted past to complete our 
days birding.  A most successful day despite the poor weather to begin with! 
  
Saturday 28th February  
One of the group ventured out before breakfast and saw a red fox as well as a few birds.  After breakfast 
we left the hotel just after 9 a.m. and turned northwards at St-Martin-de-la-Crau.  Just beyond Maussane 
we paused to look at a flock of finches in a field and these were mostly common chaffinches, however a 
couple of goldfinches, a black redstart, a male serin and our first cirl bunting of the tour we eventually seen. 
We parked just below Les Baux and began a walk below the tall cliffs.  There were the usual western 
jackdaws and some rock doves/feral pigeons to be seen and a Sardinian warbler dived off into some scrub.  
A blue rock thrush soon put in an appearance but still there was no sign of a wallcreeper.  Eventually, whilst 
mainly watching the sunlit cliffs above us, someone turned and found a wallcreeper on a lower rock face 
below us.  Thankfully it stayed in view long enough for everyone in the group to get good views of it 
including scope views.  Other birds noted here included a Dartford warbler that was seen by just a couple 
of the group members. 
 
We made our way to Maussane for a celebratory cup of coffee and then south to St-Martin-de-la-Crau for 
our picnic lunch.  During lunch we saw a few mallard on the adjacent stream and a common buzzard flew 
past.  After a slightly hasty lunch we began the journey towards Marseille airport for our flight home.  
During this drive we saw two or three common kestrels and about six common buzzards.  As we had made 
good time, we paused at a series of pools where we saw good numbers of Eurasian coots and a few mallard 
and mute swans.  A common kingfisher was glimpsed by a few of the group as it dashed past and there 
were two small flocks of greater flamingos present.  Also seen here were great cormorant, great crested 
grebe and little grebe out on the water while the trees across the busy road held a blackcap and a 
chiffchaff.  After a few minutes here we made our way to the airport, returned the vehicles and were soon 
standing at the BA check in desk.  In the departure lounge we were able to spend a short while relaxing 
before our flight loaded and departed five minutes before the scheduled time. 
  



 
 

 

SPECIES LIST: 
 
BIRDS 
 
Common pheasant Phasianus colchicus Just a single bird heard calling during lunch on 27

th
. 

Red-legged partridge  Alectoris rufa  Four or more seen at the edge of la Crau on 26
th

. 
Mute swan Cygnus olor Seen on four days mainly around the Camargue 

wetlands.  This species has increased greatly in the 
region in recent years. 

Greylag goose Anser anser Perhaps ten seen at the Marais de Grenouillet on 
27

th
.  Counting them was difficult as the sighting 

was in pouring rain and we were looking into the 
strong mistral! 

Common shelduck Tadorna tadorna Many seen on 24
th

 and 27
th

 down the west and east 
sides of the Camargue respectively. 

Gadwall Anas strepera Noted on 26
th

 at the Etang des Aulnes and on 27
th

 at 
the Marais de Grenouillet. 

Eurasian wigeon Anas Penelope A good flock of this species was seen south of la 
Capellier 27

th
. 

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos Noted on five days of the tour.  The most frequently 
encountered duck species. 

Northern shoveler Anas clypeata Fair sized flocks seen on 24
th

 and 27
th

 including 
about 200 near the Etang de Fangassier on the 
latter date. 

Northern pintail Anas acuta Seven seen flying west over the sea at Stes-Maries-
de-la-Mer on 24

th
. 

Eurasian teal Anas crecca Just a single bird seen with the Northern Pintails 
above then many seen with the Wigeon on 27

th
. 

Common pochard Aythya farina About six seen on the Etang des Aulnes on 26
th

. 
Red-crested pochard Netta rufina A pair was briefly seen in flight near Gallician on 

24
th

 and there were two much more obliging birds 
on the Etang des Aulnes on 26

th
. 

Little grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis One distant bird seen near Gallician on 24
th

 then at 
least 20 seen on 26

th
 at the Etang des Aulnes.  Also 

noted on 27
th

 & 28
th

. 
Great Crested grebe Podiceps cristatus The first sighting was of two or three birds back lit 

on the Etang des Aulnes on 23
rd

 then seen in good 
numbers the following day on the western side of 
the Camargue including plenty on the sea close to 
Stes-Maries.  Also seen on 26

th
, 27

th
 & 28

th
. 

Black-necked (eared grebe) Podiceps nigricollis At least 35 on the sea at Stes-Maries on 24
th

 then 
even more seen on the eastern side of the Etang de 
Vaccares on 27

th
. 

Greater flamingo Phoenicopterus ruber Many seen on 24
th

 & 27
th

 on various Camargue 
etangs and also about 30 seen on 28

th
 near Marseille 

airport. 
White stork Ciconia ciconia Three seen south of St-Martin-de-la-Crau on 23

rd
 

then at least 80 seen near Gimeaux the following 
day.  A smaller quantity was seen at the latter 
location on 27

th
 and there were also birds seen near 

Tour du Valet where there were four  occupied 
nests. 

Glossy ibis Plegadis falcinellus A small group was seen flying west over the sea at 
Stes-Maries-de-la-Mer on 24

th
 then later the same 

day good quantities were seen near Gallician with 
one of the flocks containing at least 150 birds. 



 
 

Eurasian spoonbill Platalea leucorodia A single bird was seen very briefly during lunch on 
27

th
. 

Western cattle egret Ardea ibis Noted every day with at least 120 by the horses in 
the field next to the hotel. 

Grey heron Ardea cinerea Seen on 24
th

, 26
th

, 27
th

 and 28
th

 in a wide variety of 
locations. 

Great white egret Egretta alba Plenty of this greatly increased species seen on 
three days of the tour with the most seen on 27

th
. 

Little egret Egretta garzetta Seen in good numbers on four days.  
Great cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo Noted on four days with the largest gathering of 

over 200 being on a muddy island in the middle of a 
partly flooded field 

Red kite Milvus milvus A single bird was seen to the north of St-Martin-de-
la-Crau on 26

th
 then at least 5 in the same area two 

days later. 
Western marsh harrier Circus aeruginosus Seen in good numbers in various parts of the 

Camargue marshes and fields on 24
th

 and 27
th

 plus 
at least two at the Etang des Aulnes on 26

th
 and also 

noted on 28
th

. 
Hen (northern) harrier Circus cyaneus A possible male was seen near Salin de Giraud and a 

female was seen near Gimeaux both on 27
th

. 
Eurasian sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus 3 sightings on 24

th
 with two together near Gimeaux 

to begin with.  Also seen on 26
th

 & 27
th

. 
Common (Eurasian) buzzard Buteo buteo Common.  Seen every day often perched in 

roadside trees. 
Booted eagle Hieraaetus pennatus A presumed pair was seen near Gallician on 24

th
.  

The first time the leaders had noted this species in 
the Camargue. 

Common (Eurasian) kestrel Falco tinnunculus A few hovering or perched birds seen every day. 
Little bustard Tetrax tetrax On 23

rd
, a group of 36 took off from the Crau close 

to St-Martin while a further 2 females were seen at 
fairly close range in the same location.  A dozen 
birds were in the same location on 26

th
. 

Common moorhen Gallinula chloropus Small numbers seen or heard on 4 days of the tour. 
Eurasian coot Fulica atra Common on most of the wetland areas; seen every 

day except 25
th

. 
Common crane Grus grus At least 40 seen near Gimeaux on 24

th
 then at least 

500 seen along the roadside south of le Sambuc on 
27

th
. 

Pied avocet Recurvirostra avocetta Two flocks perhaps totalling 200 birds seen near the 
Etang de Galabert on 27

th
. 

Northern lapwing Vanellus vanellus Small groups seen on 24
th

 and 27
th

 in a couple of 
fields near Gimeaux. 

European golden plover Pluvialis apricaria A couple of small groups seen in flight near the 
Etang de Vaccares on 27

th
. 

Grey plover Pluvialis squatarola One seen with many other waders near Salin de 
Giraud on 27

th
. 

(Common) ringed plover Charadrius hiaticula One seen briefly near Salin de Giraud on 27
th

. 
Kentish plover Charadrius alexandrinus At least 200 seen near Salin de Giraud on 27

th
 in the 

company of hundreds of other waders. 
Common snipe Gallinago gallinago Three seen in flight over marsh near Salin de Badon 

on 27
th

. 
Eurasian curlew Numenius arquata One on 24

th
 near Stes-Maries-de-la-Mer and then at 

least three seen on 27
th

 near the Etang de Vaccares. 
Common redshank Tringa totanus About seven seen near the Etang de Vaccares on 

27
th

 then a few more seen later that day near Salin 
de Giraud. 

Green sandpiper Tringa ochropus Six near Gimeaux on 24
th

 then a single bird noted on 
27

th
 near Salin de Badon. 



 
 

Common sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos Just a single bird seen near Mas des Tuiles on 24
th

. 
Sanderling Calidris alba At least 25 seen near Plage d’Arles on 27

th
. 

Little stint Calidris minuta Good numbers (40+) well seen at Plage d’Arles on 
27

th
. 

Dunlin Calidris alpina A flock of at least 1200 were in the company of 
other wader species at Plage d’Arles on 27

th
. 

Yellow-legged gull Larus michahellis Seen every day of the tour. 
Black-headed gull Larus ridibundus Good numbers seen every day except 25

th
. 

Slender-billed gull Larus genei 8 seen just off the beach at Stes-Maries-de-la-Mer 
on 24

th
 and then 2 were close to Plage d’Arles on 

27
th

. 
Gull-billed tern Sterna niloctica Half a dozen birds on 24

th
, thought to be of this 

species were in fact, wintering Common Terns.  A 
misidentification at the time by the leader! 

Sandwich tern Sterna sandvicensis A single bird seen on 24
th

 at Stes-Maries-de-la-Mer. 
Common tern Sterna hirundo Half a dozen seen at Stes-Maries-de-la-Mer on 24

th
. 

Rock dove (feral pigeon) Columba livia Seen every day. 
(Common) woodpigeon Columba palumbus Small numbers seen every day except 27

th
. 

Eurasian collared dove Streptopelia decacocto Seen every day. 
Common kingfisher Alcedo atthis One seen very briefly by a couple of members of 

the group on 28
th

 at ponds near Marseille airport. 
Great spotted woodpecker Dendrocopos major Heard during lunch on Mont Ventoux on 25

th
. 

Green woodpecker Picus viridis Heard calling close to the hotel on 2 or 3 mornings 
before breakfast. 

(Common) magpie Pica pica Seen every day in a wide variety of habitats. 
Western jackdaw  Corvus monedula Noted every day with good numbers close to the 

hotel and also in the avenues of ancient Plane trees 
where it looked as if they were prospecting for nest 
sites. 

Carrion crow Corvus corone Seen every day. 
Common raven Corvus corax Our first birds were two near Gimeaux on 24

th
 then 

the following day we first saw two then later a 
group of eight when we were on Mont Ventoux. 

Great tit Parus major First seen near the Etang des Aulnes on 23
rd

 and 
then also noted on 25

th
 and 26

th
. 

Blue tit Parus caeruleus Seen on Mont Ventoux on 25
th

 and also seen on our 
final day. 

Coal tit Parus ater Good numbers in the pine forests on Mont Ventoux 
on 25

th
 then also noted during lunch the following 

day. 
Crested tit Parus cristatus At least half a dozen seen at Serein and a further 

two during lunch lower down Mont Ventoux on 25
th

 
then another two seen during our picnic lunch the 
following day. 

Marsh tit Parus palustris Just a single bird seen on Mont Ventoux on 25
th

. 
Eurasian nuthatch Sitta europaea One seen on Mont Ventoux on 25

th
. 

Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria Despite searches on 25
th

 and 26
th

 we eventually we 
found one close to Les Baux on our final morning 
(28

th
) before heading to the airport for our 

homeward flight.  PHEW!! 
Common treecreeper Certhia familiaris At least one seen on 25

th
 in the conifer forests on 

Mont Ventoux. 
Common house martin Delichon urbica A bird thought to be this species was seen briefly at 

the Etang des Aulnes by 2 members of the group. 
Crested lark Galerida cristata A few seen on three days of the tour with most just 

flying across the road as we drove along.  
Unfortunately, only an odd one or two stopped 
close enough to give good views. 



 
 

Eurasian/common skylark Alauda arvensis Noted on four days with a few giving close views on 
la Crau south of St- Martin on 26

th
. 

Zitting cisticola  Cisticola juncidis Just a single bird seen on 24
th

 close to Gimeaux.  
Sightings of this species and perhaps many other 
small birds were reduced because of the incidence 
of strong, persistent, cold northerly winds most 
days. 

Cetti’s warbler Cettia cetti Heard in a number of waterside locations on 4 days 
but not actually seen. 

Common chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita Our first sighting was on the Eyguieres road on 23
rd

 
and also seen on 24

th
 and 28

th
. 

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla Seen around the hotel car park on 24
th

 and also 
later that morning near Gimeaux.  Also noted on 
26

th
 & 28

th
. 

Dartford warbler Sylvia undata A single sighting of a bird in the scrub below Les 
Baux on 28

th
. 

Sardinian warbler Sylvia melanocephala Seen and heard close to Les Baux on 26
th

 & 28
th

 and 
also heard on 27

th
  

(Winter) wren Troglodytes troglodytes Just a single record of one on la Crau on 26
th

. 
Common (European) starling Sturnus vulgaris Plenty seen every day. 
Common (Eurasian) blackbird Turdus merula Small numbers seen every day. 
European robin Erithacus rubecula Noted most days with a rather tame bird seen in 

the hotel car park area. 
Black redstart Phoenicurus ochruros Small numbers seen every day with perhaps the 

best sightings at Les Baux on 26
th

. 
Common stonechat Saxicola torquata Noted on 24

th
, 26

th
 & 27

th
 with good views of a pair 

seen from the hotel car park on the latter of these 
days. 

Blue rock thrush Monticola solitaries Two or three seen at Les Baux on 26
th

 and probably 
more sightings than that on the final morning. 

House  sparrow Passer domesticus Noted every day especially around the hotel. 
White wagtail Motacilla alba alba Small numbers seen every day. 
Meadow pipit Anthus pratensis Seen on La Crau and in grassland areas on 23

rd
, 24

th
, 

26
th

 and 27
th

. 
Common chaffinch Fringilla coelebs Seen every day from 24

th
 with flocks often seen 

among the vineyards and olive groves. 
Citril finch Serinus citrinella Three birds well seen near Serein on Mont Ventoux.  

These birds were first seen in a coniferous tree and 
they then flew down on to the road to drink some 
water from the snow-melt and then one perched on 
a roadside snow bank for a short while before flying 
off. 

European serin Serinus serinus Two seen on 26
th

 in Les Baux and another seen on 
28

th
 near Maussane. 

European goldfinch Carduelis carduelis Seen every day except 23
rd

. 
Corn bunting Emberiza calandra A few were seen to fly up from near the roadside 

during rain on 27
th

 near le Sambuc. 
Cirl bunting Emberiza cirius A single male was well found among a flock of 

Chaffinches near Mausanne on 28
th

. 
Common reed bunting Emberiza schoeniclus Noted on 24

th
 and 27

th
 usually near reed beds 

within the Camargue. 
 

 
  



 
 

MAMMALS 
 
Red Fox Vulpes vulpes One seen near the hotel before breakfast on 28

th
. 

European rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus One on 23
rd

 on the way to the hotel and another 
seen on 26

th
 near St-Martin. 

Coypu Myocastor coypus A few were seen south of Gallician on 24
th

 then two 
more were noted in the eastern part of the 
Camargue on 27

th
. 

 
FLOWERS 
 
Pinaceae 
Pinus helepensis Aleppo pine 
Pinus pinea Stone pine, umbrella pine 
Pinus pinasta Maritime pine 
Pinus nigra Austrian pine 
Cedrus atlantica  Atlas cedar 
 
Cupressaceae 
Cupressus sempervirens Italian cypress 
Juniperus communis Common juniper 
 
Salicaceae 
Populus canescens Grey poplar 
 
Betulaceae 
Alnus glutinosa Alder 
 
Fagaceae 
Quercus coccifera Kermes oak 
Quercus ilex Holm oak/evergreen oak 
Quercus pubescens Downy oak 
 
Aceraceae 
Plantanus orientalis Plane Tree 
 
Oleaceae 
Fraxinus excelsior Ash 
Phillyrea angustifolia  
Olea europaea Olive 
 
Opocynaceae 
Nerium oleander Oleander 
 
Urticaceae 
Urtica dioica Common nettle 
 
Chenopodiaceae 
Sueaeda vera Shrubby seablite 
Halimione portulacoides Sea purslane 
Salicornia europaea Glasswort 
 
Moraceae 
Ficus carica Fig 
 
Santalaceae 
Osyris alba Osyris 
 



 
 

Brassicaceae 
Arabis arenosa Tall rockcress 
Lobularia maritima Sweet Alison 
Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd’s purse 
 
Crassulaceae 
Umbilicus rupestris Navelwort 
 
Rosaceae 
Rosa canina Dog Rose 
Rubus fruiticosus Bramble 
Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 
Prunus spinosa Blackthorn 
Prunus dulcis Almond 
 
Fabaceae 
Acacia dealbata Silver wattle/mimosa 
Ulex europaeus Gorse 
Cytisus scoparius Broom 
 
Geraniaceae 
Geranium molle Dove’s-foot crane’s-bill 
Erodium chium 
 
Euphorbiaceae 
Euphorbia helioscopia Sun spurge 
Euphorbia characias Large Mediterranean spurge 
 
Malvaceae 
Malva  sylvestris Common mallow 
 
Meliaceae 
Melia azedarach Indian bead tree/Persian lilac 
 
Anacardiaceae 
Pistacia terebinthus Turpentine tree/terebinth 
 
Buxaceae 
Buxus sempervirens Box 
 
Tamariceae 
Tamarix tetragyna 
 
Cistaceae 
Cistus albidus Grey-leaved cistus 
 
Apiaceae 
Bupleurum  fruiticosum Shrubby hare’s-ear 
 
Cucurbitaceae 
Ecballium elaterium Squirting cucumber 
 
Cactaceae 
Opuntia ficus-indica Prickly pear 
 
Myrtaceae 
Eucalyptus globulus Southern blue gum 
 
Lamiaceae 



 
 

Rosmarinus officinalis Rosemary 
Thymus vulgaris Thyme 
 
Caprifoliaceae 
Sambucus nigra Elder 
Viburnum tinus Laurustinus 
Lonicera etrusca Etruscan honeysuckle 
 
Scrophulariaceae 
Veronica cymbalaria Cymbarlia-leaved speedwell 
Veronica persica Common field speedwell 
 
Asteraceae 
Bellis perennis Daisy 
Calendula arvensis Field marigold 
Taraxacum spp Dandelion 
 
Labiatae 
Thymus vulgaris Thyme 
Lavendula stoechas French lavender 
 
Liliaceae 
Asparagus officinalis Common asparagus 
Ruscus aculeatus Butcher’s broom 
Smilax aspera Common smilax 
 
Agavaceae 
Agave Americana Agave/century plant 
 
Orchidaceae 
Barla robertiana Giant orchid 
 
Gramineae 
Arundo donax Giant Reed 
Phragmites australis Common reed 
 
Typhaceae 
Typha latifolia Reedmace 
 
Juncaceae 
Juncus acutus Sharp Rush 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


