
 

 

 
 
 
 

TAIWAN 
Taiwan Endemics & Winter Migrants 

11 – 24 November 2017 
 
 

TOUR REPORT 
 
Leader: Barrie Cooper 
 

Taiwan has an amazing diversity of wildlife for such a small island.  The range of habitats includes wetlands, 
forests and mountains of over three thousand metres, which helps to explain this diversity.  We were 
extremely lucky to see most of Taiwan’s endemic birds and some stunning migrants.  A few highlights from 
this tour include: 
 

 24 of Taiwan’s 27 endemic bird species  

 Exceptionally close views of stunning migrants that included Siberian rubythroat, Japanese thrush, 
Japanese robin and olive-backed pipit 

 Excellent views of Malayan night heron 

 Some beautiful butterflies and beautiful scenery 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Male Swinhoe’s pheasant – one of Taiwan’s endemic birds seen on the trip © Barrie Cooper 

 
Day 1: Saturday 11 November  
Some members of the group embarked on their journeys today, but Jeff and Janet arrived in Taipei during 
the evening ahead of the rest of the group. 
 
Day 2: Sunday 12 November 
Alan and Judith were the final ones to arrive for the overnight stay in Taipei and met up with local guide 
Kuen-Dar. 
 
Day 3: Monday 13 November 
Cloudy and humid in Taipei. Rain in Hualien 

 Botanic Gardens, Taipei 

 Hualien 
 
The Botanic Gardens in Taipei is a convenient starting point for visiting birdwatchers.  It is one of the best 
places in the world to see Malayan night heron and it only took us a short time before we found one 
gorging itself on large earthworms.  The heron posed quite well for photographers and was one of several 
good birds seen during the morning visit.  Some of the common birds that were frequently seen included 
light-vented bulbul, Oriental turtle dove, grey treepie, Japanese white-eye, tree sparrow, common 
moorhen and common kingfisher.  Taiwan barbet and red-bellied squirrel represented the first endemics 
for the trip.  A crested goshawk posing at the top of a tree didn’t oblige by turning to give us a full frontal 
view, nevertheless it was a good bird to see.  White-breasted waterhen and black-crowned night heron 
showed well as did a very tame white-rumped shama.  It was good to find winter migrants with Daurian 
redstart, Arctic warbler and a yellow-browed warbler.  Oriental magpie robin, Asian glossy starling, Pacific 
swallow, Pacific and house swifts were other notable species.   
 
After a pleasant introduction to Taiwanese birding it was time to take an afternoon train to Hualien to 
explore another part of the island.  The rail journey to Hualien was quite relaxing but the weather 
deteriorated as we moved further south.  A few species of heron and jungle-billed crows were seen from 
the train.  We met our minibus at the station and drove a few miles in search of our target bird.  Despite 
the rain we managed to find several Styan’s bulbuls that eventually posed at the tops of trees.  This was our 
best chance for this restricted endemic and it was a relief to find some despite the worst efforts of the 



 
 

weather.  A few Pacific and barn swallows were also around.  The rain worsened as we drove to our 
accommodation at the entrance of the Taroko Gorge and, after a buffet dinner, young members of the local 
indigenous tribe treated us to a music and dance performance.  It was a fine way to end our first full day in 
Taiwan. 
 
Day 4: Tuesday 14 November 
Cloud and rain 

 Taroko National Park 

 Hehuan Shan 
 
The weather for our pre-breakfast walk was promising with just some light drizzle initially that soon 
cleared.  A pair of Daurian redstarts and a flock of Asian house martins were our first birds before a couple 
of the local subspecies of white wagtail, which is a potential future upgrade to species level.  There was a 
good mixed flock of species around the car park with several yellow tits, chestnut-bellied tits, grey-chinned 
minivets and black bulbuls.  It was a good start to the day as we headed back for breakfast.  Unfortunately 
the rain had started by the time we were checking out and this set the scene for the weather for the 
reminder of the day, although we did have some dry spells when out birding.   
 
The Taroko gorge is a spectacular area and we were fortunate that the clouds were high enough for us to 
enjoy much of it.  It was interesting to see striated heron fishing on fast flowing rivers with a dramatic 
backdrop.  A more typical species for this habitat was plumbeous redstart and we had some good views of 
this attractive bird.  A little forktail was a particularly good bird to find and we only managed the one.  A 
stop at a campground had a small flock of white-bellied erpornis and a large flock of black bulbuls.  The 
altitude was over three thousand metres when we saw white-whiskered laughing thrush and yellow-bellied 
bush-warbler.  Close by we had the winner of the most attractive bird of the day with some very confiding 
vinaceous or Taiwan rosefinch.  The local subspecies of Eurasian wren was also found at this altitude.  
Unfortunately the weather had deteriorated with the rain becoming more persistent combined with the 
lower temperatures brought the day to a prematurely early finish, so we descended the mountain to our 
accommodation at Aowanda National Forest Recreation Area. 
 
Day 5: Wednesday 15 November 
Sunny, with occasional cloud 

 Aowanda National Forest Recreation Area 

 Cingjing 

 Hehuan Shan 
 
Weather makes such a difference for birding and the fine sunny conditions today made it much easier and 
productive with 14 endemic species of birds and two endemic mammals seen.  We began with a pre-
breakfast walk around Aowanda with the barking of a Formosan muntjac being the first notable activity.  
The muntjac was tracked by the leader and seen making its way through the forest.  Daurian redstart and 
large-billed crows were the first birds of the day.  A group of six olive-backed pipits gave good views as they 
breakfasted on caterpillars and other invertebrates on the lawn and in the trees, always a nice bird to see.  
The pipits were preceded by a couple of green-backed tits.  A small feeding flock had grey-cheeked 
fulvettas and rufous-faced warblers.  As we started heading back for breakfast the bird activity was 
increasing and three Taiwan blue magpies were a very welcome sight as they glided from tree to tree 
providing excellent views.  Close to the restaurant, breakfast was put on hold by a large flock of feeding 
birds that included the distinctive subspecies of Eurasian nuthatch, yellow tit, Taiwan yuhina and grey-
capped pygmy woodpecker.   
 
Our next destination was Cingjing where tree sparrows were the first species on the edge of the car park.  A 
short length of trail held some very good birds with Taiwan hwamei being the first we encountered.  A 
mixed flock appeared for quite some time as they made the most of the berries in large trees next to the 
trail.  Birds in this flock included Steere’s liocichla, white-eared sibia, Taiwan scimitar babbler and light-



 
 

vented bulbul.  A few red-bellied squirrels were also taking advantage of the abundant fruit.  We headed 
back up to the summit of Hehuan Shan with much better weather than the previous day and, therefore, 
more success.  A viewpoint with many tourists was also the scene for five Alpine accentors.  These beautiful 
birds are the endemic subspecies and it was wonderful to have them literally at our feet.  Looking across 
the montane landscape enabled us to pick up an Eastern buzzard as it soared over the side of the 
mountain.  Vegetation next to a car park up the road provided good views of Taiwan rosefinch, yellow-
bellied bush warbler and Eurasian wren.  We walked a short distance to an area noted for collared bush 
robin and it was a relief to find one having failed in the rain and mist of the previous day.  Several members 
of another endemic were close by with some flamecrests giving decent views for such a small active bird.  
Yet another endemic – Taiwan fulvetta was also around, with more feeding Taiwan rosefinches.  White-
whiskered laughing thrushes just seem to know they are very photogenic and appear happy to pose for the 
cameras.  It had been a brilliant few hours of birding with several endemics added to the trip list.   
 
We descended to a lower altitude to head for Huisun passing agricultural land holding egrets but it was a 
brown shrike that brought the bus to a stop.  It was a fortuitous halt to our journey because a small group 
of vinous-throated parrotbills were just twenty metres away, with scaly-breasted munia and plain prinia 
also in the same small area of vegetation, with black drongo adding to the scene.  As if the day couldn’t get 
any better but it did when a male Swinhoe’s pheasant walked next to our vehicle as we entered Huisun.  To 
finish such a good day with another endemic was marvellous after the frustrations with the weather on 
Tuesday.   
 
Day 6: Thursday 16 November 
Sunny, 31 degrees Centigrade max 

 Huison forest 

 Puli 
 
The pre-breakfast walk was quiet at first until a white-tailed robin got the proceedings going.  Grey-cheeked 
fulvetta was another interesting sighting.  A barking muntjac wasn’t seen but an active group of over thirty 
Formosan macaques were visible.  Four Chinese bamboo partridge flew into a hedge and after a few 
minutes of skulking came out into the open to offer fine views of this attractive endemic.  Another walk 
after breakfast brought a new suite of birds and a much better view of a white-tailed robin.  Species 
included chestnut-bellied tit, grey-capped pygmy woodpecker, grey treepie and yellow-browed warbler.  
Spotted dove, crested goshawk, Taiwan barbet and Taiwan yuhina added to the variety.  The stunning blue-
black plumage of bronze drongo captured in the morning light was particularly photogenic.  We made one 
last attempt for Taiwan whistling thrush and, thankfully, one showed extremely well at the side of the road 
and allowed us to watch it for several minutes before it flew into the forest.  We were less successful with 
brown dipper with a stop at a traditional site only having plumbeous redstart and little egret.  After lunch, a 
small paddyfield had two black-winged stilts and a splendid Eastern yellow wagtail.  Later in the afternoon, 
another small section held that species plus white and grey wagtails.  Some parkland close by enabled us to 
get good views of Taiwan hwamei, black-naped monarch and striated swallow.   
 
Day 7: Friday 17 November 
Sunny 

 Puli 

 Yu Shan National Park 

 Alishan National Forest Recreation Area 
 
An early start from Puli as we headed towards the beautiful Yu Shan National Park.  We were gaining 
altitude and forests covered the mountains around us and, while admiring the scenery, Judith spotted two 
black eagles that brought an immediate halt to our journey as we climbed out to admire this splendid 
raptor.  A few miles up the road two more black eagles were found, one of which was an immature.  It was 
clearly a good place for raptors as at least three Oriental honey buzzards passed through while the local 
subspecies of peregrine mingled near a flock of striated swallows.  Some white-throated needletail swifts 



 
 

were also flying around, a few of which came close enough for positive identification.  A stop in a parking 
area had a group of five rufous-faced warblers giving close views.  A plumbeous redstart at the side of the 
road brought us to another halt but a pair of collared finchbills were the bonus birds.  A flock of rusty 
laughing thrushes flying across the road moved into the adjacent trees and bushes to reveal Taiwan 
barwings to also be in the flock.  The endemic subspecies of spotted nutcracker were seen on another 
roadside stop.   
 
We had our picnic lunch at the visitor centre where a red-flanked bluetail put in a brief appearance.  It’s 
cousin the collared bush robin was much more showy and posed for photos.  A little later a white-browed 
bush robin was seen by some of the group making it three Tarsiger species in less than an hour.  The drive 
towards our hotel brought more stops and birds including a flock of over sixty white-eared sibias which had 
a few Taiwan barbets among them.  At the Alishan transport centre more Taiwan barwings and green-
backed tits were seen.  After checking into the hotel we went for a walk around the grounds and the sound 
of a Taiwan whistling thrush gave its presence away on the roof of the hotel.  A small group of Taiwan 
yuhina showed well and an Owston’s long-nosed tree squirrel completed the wildlife for the day.   
 
Day 8: Saturday 18 November 
Sunny, but windy 

 Alishan National Forest Recreation Area 

 Augu Wetlands 
 
It was rather cool at the start of our pre-breakfast walk which may explain why things were rather slow 
initially.  First bird to show was a Taiwan whistling thrush that obligingly posed to show its subtle bluish 
plumage.  A couple of green-backed tits obliged with good views but four Steere’s liocichla were rather 
more skulking.  A few of the local subspecies of Eurasian jay showed well and were the first of the trip.  
Collared bush robin and flamecrest close to each other in the same tree was a nice pairing and a nuthatch 
on the way back to the hotel completed the pre-breakfast line-up.  After an excellent breakfast we made 
our way down to the coast to the Augu wetlands.  There were many shoveler and egrets, with a supporting 
cast that included pintail, little grebe, Caspian and whiskered terns.  A Eurasian spoonbill was good, but the 
black-faced spoonbills that we saw later were the main prize and it was highly satisfying to see this globally 
endangered species.  There was a reasonable range of waders on some of the muddy pools including long-
toed and Temminck’s stints, marsh and wood sandpipers, little ringed and Kentish plovers, common and 
spotted redshank, common greenshank.  A couple of ospreys are always a welcome sight.   
 
Day 9: Sunday 19 November 
Mainly sunny, occasional mist in the mountains 

 Sun Link Sea Forest and Leisure Resort 

 Dasyueshan National Forest Recreation Area 
 
A pair of plumbeous redstarts flycatching insects at the river were our first birds on our pre-breakfast walk.  
A small flock of green-backed and yellow tits passed through while a white-eared sibia perched atop a 
nearby tree.  Another small flock included grey-cheeked fulvettas and rufous-capped babblers giving good 
views, as did a Taiwan barwing sitting in a hedge near the hotel.  A red-bellied squirrel showed well on our 
post-breakfast walk before we stopped at the river to see what we could find.  A pair of brown dippers was 
well received after failing to find them earlier in the trip.  We watched the dippers for sometime and it was 
interesting to watch their behaviour as they swam in the shallow river.  Moving further down the road we 
reached the trail to the waterfall so wandered up to it and eventually found our target – little forktail.  It 
was great to watch it on the shallow water of the falls but then it flew onto a rock to give us better views 
and many photographs.  After enjoying this splendid bird for several minutes we walked back down to the 
road where, incredibly, another little forktail was on the stream that passed under the road.  The excellent 
views provided more photographic opportunities resulting in most of the earlier photos being deleted.  
When we reached the main tourist area it was thronged by people, however and quite amazingly, the river 



 
 

there held yet another little forktail, another pair of brown dippers and plumbeous redstart all on a stretch 
of about twenty metres.  A small stream close by had a Taiwan whistling thrush.  
 
The drive to Dasyueshan was uneventful until we stopped at a well-known site for Swinhoe’s pheasant.  
Only one female was present on this occasion, however she showed very well.  Also showing were a small 
group of Taiwan partridge and a few Owston's long-nosed tree squirrels.  The mist was descending so it was 
time to move onto our hotel. 
 
Day 10: Monday 20 November 
Rain and cloud in the morning, sun in the afternoon 

 Dasyueshan National Forest Recreation Area 
 
Persistent and, at times, heavy rain brought the pre-breakfast walk to a premature end without seeing 
anything.  The rain continued after breakfast so we drove down to a lower altitude and found dryer 
conditions.  A group of macaques were close to our first stop and a flock of green-backed and yellow tits 
appeared while we were there.  A collared bush robin showed reasonably well for a brief time and a few 
white-eared sibias passed through but high up in the trees and in poor light.  Taiwan yuhina was a frequent 
sighting and most flocks of small birds seemed to have some, we had very good views of these attractive 
little punks.  Rufous-faced warbler was another species seen several times during the day and red-capped 
babbler were also encountered a few times.  Three Taiwan partridge crossed the road at a site were a few 
noisy jays passed over the forest below, while Asian house martins graced the clearing sky above.  We 
returned to the Swinhoe’s pheasant site but it was quiet, however an adult male appeared just before we 
drove off.  Just down the road a group of four females accompanied a young male providing excellent 
views.  This merry group were upstaged when an adult male appeared and walked too close for some 
telephoto lenses, it was a staggering performance.  It was a stunning 20 minutes or so of pheasant mania 
but unfortunately we failed to see any Mikados during the day.   
 
Another stop and on this occasion it was a mountain hawk eagle providing good views.  We stopped for a 
coffee with our lunch at a lower elevation.  It was warm and sunny, providing perfect conditions for raptors.  
A black eagle gave a close fly by and soon after a mountain eagle and Oriental honey buzzard drifted 
through.  There were a good number of swifts with house swift appearing first and then a group of silver-
backed needletails giving close views.  Striated swallows were also around this very convenient lunch stop.  
During the afternoon a few more parties of small stuff were seen with dusky fulvetta only giving brief 
views.  A large stream had a pair of dippers with the male giving a brief display to his mate.  On the drive 
back towards the hotel some brief views of rufous-crowned laughing thrush were a highlight.  Walking 
around the accommodation an Oriental honey buzzard came gliding over.  A nocturnal walk was very 
productive with good views of a Formosan serow, two red and white giant flying squirrels and at least two 
Chinese ferret badgers. 
 
Day 11: Tuesday 21 November 
Mostly sunny  

 Dasyueshan National Forest Recreation Area 
 
A group of Taiwan barwing were showing well in bushes outside the accommodation as bird activity was 
getting in full swing in the clear, but cool conditions.  Walking around the site was productive with our first 
black-throated tits as a precursor to several sightings during the day.  Views of a collared bush robin were 
quickly followed by nuthatch and rufous-faced warbler.  The local subspecies of coal tit, complete with its 
crest, eventually showed well.  Several groups of macaques were encountered during the day.  Various 
stops along the road brought species such as grey-cheeked fulvetta, nutcracker, Taiwan barbet, jay, 
whistling thrush and Oriental honey buzzard.  A vocal crested serpent eagle gave good views before drifting 
away.  Unfortunately a vocal Taiwan wren-babbler refused to show itself as it moved through the thick 
vegetation.  As we drove back up the road after lunch and coffee we were pleasantly surprised to find two 



 
 

male Swinhoe’s pheasants.  As we stopped and watch the birds they moved to opposite sides of the road 
looking like two gaudy bookends before making their separate ways through the forest.   
 
At another stop in another unsuccessful search for Mikado pheasant, Judith beckoned the group where a 
splendid Formosan serow was grazing on vegetation beneath us.  This endemic mammal then walked some 
ten metres to “hide” behind a bush where it could watch us and we could watch it.  After last night’s 
torchlight view, it was good to see one in daylight to fully appreciate its size and beauty.  Later as we made 
our way to dinner, Janet found a stick insect outside our accommodation.  On the evening walk, one 
Chinese ferret badger was seen, several flying squirrels were heard and a distant Chinese tawny owl was 
also calling. 
 
Day 12: Wednesday 22 November 
Mainly sunny at Dasyueshan, cloud and rain at Taipei 

 Dasyueshan National Forest Recreation Area 

 Taipei 
 
We began the day with a drive down the road in the hope of seeing Mikado pheasant, but we didn’t.  
However, we had a very good and prolonged view of a male Formosan muntjac.  Further down the road, a 
male Swinhoe’s pheasant was having an early morning stroll.  Immediately after breakfast we returned to 
the Mikado site, but failed again.  But two singing Taiwan wren babblers on either side of the road changed 
the emphasis.  Eventually Janet found one showing well to enable everyone to see this tiny bird that lurks 
in dark corners of the forest.  The bird performed well with wing flapping as described in the field guide 
and, reassuringly, Jeff and Alan managed to get semi-decent photos of the obliging little fellow in the dim 
light of the morning forest.  The babbler was the 24th endemic bird species of the trip and one of the most 
difficult so we were very pleased despite missing out on the Mikado.  Two crested goshawks were seen, 
one of which posed quite nicely for photos.   
 
A stop at the car park near the entrance of Dasyueshan was productive with a brown-headed thrush 
making its winter visit and showing well behind the toilet block.  Just a few metres away was a collared 
bush robin, while 20 metres away was its wintering cousin a red-flanked bluetail.  Three good birds on the 
edge of a car park was a real bonus stop for our exit from this excellent mountain.  Our lunch stop at our 
usual place was bathed in warm sunshine with the bonus of close views of silver-backed needletail swifts 
and striated swallows.  The highlight of our journey back to Taipei was a black-shouldered kite, a winter 
visitor here.   
 
Day 13: Thursday 23 November 
Cool, mainly cloudy with occasional light rain 

 Yehliu Geopark 

 Jinshan Youth Activity Centre 

 Ching Shui wetland 
 
Heavy rain on the journey from Taipei had thankfully eased by the time we arrived at Yehliu.  When we 
reached the coast it was noticeable that black-eared kites became more prominent.  Walking along the 
spectacular rock formations from the entrance the first new bird of the day was a dark phase Pacific reef 
heron braving the whitewater waves.  As we walked along the headland it was evident that there were a 
few migrants around and a Pallas’ warbler showed well enough for identification but a larger warbler only 
showed a brief glimpse before disappearing without revealing any diagnostic features.  However, a couple 
of Arctic warblers did reveal enough of themselves.   
 
The toilet block area on the headland is a well-known migrant spot and, sure enough, a group of assembled 
photographers hinted that there was something interesting and indeed there was.  A splendid Japanese 
thrush and a Japanese robin were performing by giving incredibly close views to the constant rattle of 
camera shutters.  A pale thrush also put in an appearance but was less showy.  As we returned along the 



 
 

headland Janet beckoned and pointed to a stunning adult male Siberian rubythroat.  There wasn’t any 
skulking from this dreambird as it repeatedly posed just a couple of metres away, you really couldn’t ask for 
more.  It had been a brilliant morning with some excellent migrants despite the rather miserable weather.   
 
After lunch we had a brief walk around Jinshan and found a few olive-backed pipits, a brown shrike and a 
kestrel harassing a kite.  Our final spot was Ching Shui a few waders with fifteen wood sandpipers, a 
common sandpiper and four common snipe.  Spotbill duck, Eurasian teal and tufted duck represented the 
wildlfowl. 
 
Day 14: Friday 24 November 
Breakfast was the official end of the trip.  The group were continuing to Japan and elected to go sightseeing 
in Taiwan.  The leader returned to Yehliu.  Additional species seen at Yehliu were Japanese bush warbler, 
dusky warbler and blue rock thrush.  The Siberian rubythroat and Japanese thrush were seen again at the 
same locations as the previous day.   
 
  



 
 

A selection of photos copyright Barrie Cooper  
 

 
Taiwan rosefinch (endemic) © Barrie Cooper  
 

 
Collared bush robin (endemic) © Barrie Cooper  
 



 
 

 
Daurian redstart © Barrie Cooper  
 

 
Taiwan whistling thrush (endemic) © Barrie Cooper  
 



 
 

 
Taiwan blue magpie (endemic) © Barrie Cooper  
 

 
White-whiskered laughing thrush (endemic) © Barrie Cooper  
 



 
 

 
Steere’s liocichia (endemic) © Barrie Cooper   
 

 
Taiwan yuhina (endemic) © Barrie Cooper  
 



 
 

 
Taiwan barwing (endemic) © Barrie Cooper  
 

 
Taiwan bamboo partridges (endemic) © Barrie Cooper  
 



 
 

 
Malayan night heron © Barrie Cooper  
 

 
Siberian rubythroat © Barrie Cooper  
 



 
 

 
Alpine accentor (endemic subspecies) © Barrie Cooper  
 

 
Oriental honey buzzard © Barrie Cooper  
 



 
 

 
Formosan macaque (endemic) © Barrie Cooper  
 

 
Common windmill © Barrie Cooper  
 
 
 
 
 
 


