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MADAGASCAR: Land of the Lemur 
2 – 16 September 2015 

Tour Report 
 

 
Leader: Barrie Cooper 
Local guide: Olivier Tianarivelo 

 
A fascinating trip to this amazing country.  The wildlife is unique in many ways and this trip provided a 
great insight into how special it is.  Some interesting species of birds in contrasting habitats such as spiny 
forest and tropical forest was a highlight for some of the group.  While for others it was the lemurs.  
From ring-tailed lemurs relaxing in the sun to golden bamboo lemurs that are only known to exist in one 
forest.  However, perhaps it is the sight and particularly the sound of the indri that truly captures the 
magic of Madagascar.  It truly is the land of the lemur. 

 

 
 
Diademed sifaka © Barrie Cooper  
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Wednesday 2 September  
Depart UK 
Eight of the group assembled in good time for our Kenya Airways overnight flight to Nairobi. 
 
Thursday 3 September 
Sunny and around 20 degrees at Nairobi Airport 
Nairobi-Antananarivo 
Dawn had just broken as we arrived at Nairobi Airport where we had a few hours to rest in transit.  
However, such is the location of the airport that some interesting wildlife can be seen from the terminal.  
The best vantage point was from our departure gate but ironically we were only in there a brief time 
before getting on our plane to Tana.  Nevertheless, while in the departure gate the collective group’s 
attention on a giraffe roused the curiosity of other passengers who came over for a look.  A list of species 
seen included: 
 
• Sacred ibis 
• Hadada ibis 
• Marabou stork 
• Grey heron 
• Eastern crowned crane 
• Yellow-billed kite 
• Little swift 
• African palm swift 
• White-throated needletail? 
• African pied wagtail 
• Rock martin 
• Red-winged starling 
• Superb starling 
• Pied crow 
• House sparrow  
• Giraffe sp. 
• Zebra sp. 
 
The flight to Madagascar arrived on time and, at our hotel, we met up with three of the other group 
members who had arrived the previous day.   
 
Friday 4 September 
Cloudy am, sunny pm 22 degrees 
Fort Dauphin – Berenty, Berenty Lodge night walk 
An early start to get the plane to Fort Dauphin meant that we only had a few minutes of daylight to explore 
the birdlife of the hotel garden.  A few of us saw Madagascar stonechat, Madagascar wagtail and red fody 
before leaving.  A brief stop to look over some paddy fields gave us great, dimorphic and western cattle 
egrets, Madagascar pond heron and black heron.  Tana airport had mascarene martin and Madagascar bee-
eater.  Immediately after arrival at Fort Dauphin we went to a local restaurant for lunch followed by the 
slow drive to Berenty.  A regular theme every time we passed through a village was the smiling, waving 
children.   
 
The drive provided us with several endemics including Madagascar kestrel, bee-eater, drongo, bulbul, 
coucal and lark. Other birds included yellow-billed kite, crested coua and stripe-throated jery.  It was 
interesting to see the transition in habitat from the damper east to the drier west due to the mountains.  
The spiny forest of the west had the splendid baobab trees to provide one of the iconic images of 
Madagascar.  Our first chameleon was a warty and merited a photographic stop.  It was dark when we 
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arrived at Berenty Lodge, so soon after checking in we went for a night walk in the spiny forest.  Several 
sportive lemurs were seen along with grey mouse lemur.  The clear skies gave us our first views of the 
Southern Cross and Alpha Centaurus along with great views of the Milky Way and a few nebulae before 
returning for dinner. 
 
Saturday 5 September 
Sunny and around 22 degrees  
Berenty gallery forest & spiny forest, drive to Fort Dauphin 
A pre-breakfast walk to the gallery forest was productive.  Several red-fronted lemurs were posing in the 
trees near Reception to give a very positive start to the day.  Good birds soon followed including crested 
coua, Madagascar coucal and paradise flycatcher.  The endemic magpie robin was quickly followed by two 
roosting barn owls.  One of our main targets was Verreaux’s sifaka and we were pleased to see them.  
Unfortunately they remained in the trees and didn’t come to the ground to demonstrate their “dancing” 
gait.  Three Madagascar sandgrouse were a bonus on sandbanks adjacent to the river.  Lesser vasa parrot, 
Madagascar turtle dove and white-eye added to the list.  A colony of sakalava weavers building their nests 
were popular with the group and common jery and Madagascar munias were in the same trees.  Two 
roosting white-browed owls posed in a tree, but a Madagascar sparrowhawk on a tree away from the path 
was a little more difficult to see.  A colony of roosting flying foxes became quite flighty when yellow-billed 
kites started flying around.  As we arrived at the restaurant for lunch the reception committee were there 
to welcome us back and we were very happy to see them – ring-tailed lemurs, the iconic lemur.  These 
precocious animals wandered around the restaurant, posing for photos and some of us were lucky enough 
to have them posing outside our bungalows as well.   
 
After a good lunch we had time for a one-hour visit to the spiny forest.  A local guard immediately took us to 
a small tree that had a sleeping grey mouse lemur. A Dumeril’s boa was a complete contrast to the tiny 
lemur.  A couple of hissing cockroaches were equally popular with most of the group.  Our final roosting owl 
for the day was a torotoroka scops owl.  The highlights of our drive back to Fort Dauphin were a few striated 
herons and a Madagascar nightjar that flew in front of the vehicle.   
 
Sunday 6 September 
Sunny and around 22 degrees  
Fly to Antananarivo; visit Parc Tsarasaotra 
A midday arrival in Tana, followed by check-in and lunch at the hotel left a few hours in the afternoon to do 
some birdwatching, and Parc Tsarasaotra was certainly worth the visit.  An amazing number of waterbirds 
can be found at this urban oasis with a sizeable heronry.  Red-billed teal and white-faced whistling duck 
were the most numerous ducks, but a few Meller’s duck were amongst them.  A Malagasy kingfisher was 
very cooperative perching for several minutes to enable everyone to get good scope views.  Squacco heron, 
black heron plus dimorphic, great and western cattle egrets were nesting either on the island or in the large 
trees adjacent to the lake.  A female knob-billed duck was found amongst the throng while a few moorhens 
made the occasional appearance.  The prize bird was a solitary Madagascar grebe within all the ducks.  A 
little further around the lake a few Hottentot teals were found and possibly took the award for the most 
attractive duck on the lake.  Notable terrestrial birds were Madagascar brush warbler and turtle dove.   
 
Monday 7 September 
Sunny and around 26 degrees  
Fly to Tuleur, drive to Ifaty & visit spiny forest 
After arriving at Tulear, we drove slowly north on a sandy road until one of the group spotted a small pool 
partially hidden behind the dunes.  It was a very fruitful stop with several Kittlitz’s plover showing very well 
including one downy young.  A greater painted-snipe was a popular find and other waders included curlew 
sandpiper, greenshank and black-winged stilt.  Other birds included Hottentot’s teal, Madagascar lark and 
cisticola.  Another stop to look out at an intertidal area gave us Eurasian whimbrel, grey plover, common 
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greensand, ruff and ruddy turnstone.  The scrub alongside the road was also productive with Chabert’s 
vanga, subdesert brush-warbler and Madagascar buttonquail.   
 
Soon after arriving at our hotel we had lunch in preparation for an afternoon in the spiny forest.  Our local 
guides were invaluable and the first target bird they found us was a splendid pair of Madagascar plover.  
The spiny forest was very impressive with some amazing baobab trees the oldest of which was nine 
hundred years.  The birdlife was equally impressive and new species for the trip were Archbold’s newtonia, 
subdesert tetraka, hook-billed vanga, long-tailed ground-roller and running coua.  Pride of place for most 
interesting behaviour went to a female subdesert mesite who remained motionless in a bush to give great 
views while it stayed alert on sentry duty.  As we were heading back to the bus we had more luck when a 
banded kestrel was found posing at the top of a spiny tree; another great bird giving wonderful views.  A 
Madagascar hoopoe also gave some of us a good view as it perched on a branch and continued to call to 
show another interesting piece of behaviour.  It was dusk as we arrived back to the hotel, so a perfect time 
to enjoy Madagascar nightjar.  The nightjars provided a soundtrack to our dinner that evening and some of 
us had great views of them either perched on or flying over our bungalows. All in all, an excellent day of 
birdwatching.  
 
Tuesday 8 September 
Sunny and around 27 degrees in Ifaty.  A heavy shower in the afternoon at Zombitse 
Ifaty spiny forest, La Table spiny forest, Zombitse National Park 
An early start for a pre-breakfast drive to and walk in the Ifaty spiny forest.  Soon after entering the forest 
we had one of our target birds – green-capped coua which was quickly followed by Lafresnaye’s vanga.  A 
lesser vasa parrot posed at the top of a tree and soon after we had two sickle-billed vangas doing likewise.  
A pair of red-shouldered vangas gave yet another example of the diversity of this amazing family of birds 
which would have kept Charles Darwin busy if he had visited this remarkable island.  Running coua, was 
another endemic for the walk.  Two huge locusts and a green-headed gecko added some extra variety to the 
birdwatching.  It had been a very productive walk of around ninety minutes so we returned to the bus for 
breakfast.   
 
Our next destination was La Table which is another area of spiny forest.  Verreaux’s coua and crested coua 
brought the tally to four species from the same family for the morning.  We said goodbye to our local guides 
to continue our journey.  A Malagasy swift was a “through the window” tick before we eventually arrived at 
the Zombitse forest.  We waited for a heavy shower to stop before a walk in this deciduous forest.  
Hubbard’s sportive lemur and Verreaux’s sifaka were seen very well.  Brief views were had of long-billed 
tetraka but we had much better views of the very localised and endangered Appert’s tetraka with at least 
three individuals moving low through the forest.  It had been another day of some positive wildlife 
moments. 
 
Wednesday 9 September 
Sunny and around 24 degrees  
Drive from Isalo to Ranomanfana 
Today was a travel day with a long drive from Isalo to Ranomafena.  The scenery was quite spectacular with 
large granite domes dominating the landscape at times.  From a bird perspective the most interesting 
aspect of the drive was a decent number of dark phase dimorphic egret with more seen today than the 
previous days combined.  We arrived at the hotel at dusk.  The travelling had made it a rather ordinary day 
for wildlife, however during dinner Olivier came to tell us he had found a lowland streaked tenrec.  We 
hurriedly walk down to the bungalow where it was temporarily in captivity under a cap.  With the group 
assembled the cap was lifted and the tenrec ran off to appreciative noises from the group.  Beckee even had 
it briefly on her foot before it realised the error of its ways.  A bonus animal that was a pleasure to see. 
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Thursday 10 September 
Sunny and around 22 degrees  
Ranomafana National Park 
An early breakfast prior to our morning hike in the national park.  Birds from the hotel included lesser vasa 
parrot and Chavert’s vanga.  On the drive to the park we had a purple heron flying over the bus.  As soon as 
we got out of the bus a blue coua was found and showing well for a brief time while next to the river was a 
Malagasy kingfisher.  The hike was for around five hours and was undulating throughout but was a 
wonderful introduction to this tropical forest.  First birds included cuckoo shrike, green jery and dark 
newtonia.  Cuckoo roller had been calling where we parked the bus but we hadn’t seen it so when we heard 
the call of one when in the forest we were hopeful we could find it.  Sure enough after flying over us a male 
perched high up and gave us great views to the satisfaction of everyone.  Several new species included 
yellow-bellied asity, wedge-tailed and spectacled teraka, Pollen’s, tylas, red-tailed and blue vangas.  Milne-
Edwards sifaka was our first mammal of the day while a couple of us saw a ring-tailed mongoose and a 
hummingbird hawkmoth.  Two roosting collared nightjars provided stunning views and photos.  On 
returning to the bus we had news that Fred the driver had found a giraffe weevil, probably the pygmy or 
lesser species.   
 
A late lunch on the patio of the hotel was interrupted by a pair of Madagascar starlings.  Only six of the 
group opted for the afternoon hike into the forest with golden bamboo lemur being the main target.  This 
national park is the only place for this rare lemur that was only discovered in 1985.  It didn’t take long to 
find a group and it was very rewarding to watch the lemurs feeding on bamboo leaves and make the 
occasional agile bounding through the trees.  Red-fronted brown lemur added to the mammal list for the 
day.  One of the guides found an amazing satanic leaf gecko that resembles a dead leaf so much it’s difficult 
to see it from just a couple of feet away.  Crossley’s vanga and white-throated oxylabes added to the bird 
list.  Some interesting frogs included a tree frog.  
 
Friday 11 September 
Sunny and around 23 degrees  
Ranomafana to Antsirabe 
We had only been travelling for fifteen minutes before stopping to take some photographs of a waterfall.  
Mascarene martins were nest building in crevices in the rocks above the river.  A white shape in a tree on 
the far hillside turned out to be a Madagascar buzzard.  It was our first of the trip but we had another one 
during the afternoon.  Brown-throated martins were seen in a few locations.  A stop at a pond held four 
red-billed teal and a pair of Madagascar stonechats.  Lunch was at a restaurant in Ambositra where we also 
visited some local shops selling various craft souvenirs with a lemur theme being a popular choice for many.  
The afternoon drive was shorter and a stop overlooking a river enabled some of us to get a brief view of a 
common sandpiper.  One more stop had a small flock of Madagascar mannakins. 
 
Saturday 12 September 
Sunny and around 24 degrees  
Antsirabe to Andasibe, night walk at Vakona Lodge 
A lengthy journey today, with the morning punctuated with stops at a couple of wetlands.  Species of note 
were black herons feeding in their characteristic way, plus squacco heron, Malagasy kingfisher, wagtail and 
stonechat.  We had an excellent lunch at La Gare restaurant in Tana.  The remainder of the journey to 
Andasibe was uneventful except for a Madagascar nightjar flying in front of the vehicle.  A night walk 
provided us with three species of chameleon, two of which were only a couple of inches long.  Two species 
of tree frogs were good but not quite compensation for the lack of lemurs.   
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Sunday 13 September 
Cloudy, drizzle at times, cooler maybe around 20 degrees  
Mantabia National Park 
A four-wheel vehicle drive into the national park brought us into some very good primary forest.  A 
Chabert’s vangas were in the trees where we parked but the sound of some distant indri was what really 
got our attention.  The first mixed species flock of birds brought us nuthatch vanga which is yet another 
example of the remarkable adaptations of this family of birds.  Good views were had of black and white 
ruffed lemurs, one of the noisier lemurs judging by this morning’s walk.  Another mixed species flock 
provided spectacled tetraka, plus tylas and Ward’s vanga, the latter being a flycatcher equivalent.  A scaly 
ground roller proved to be tricky but some got brief views before it went deeper into the forest.  A few 
brown lemurs were appreciated.  However, the stunningly beautiful golden-crowned sifaka really grabbed 
our attention.  Incredibly while watching the sifakas, two indri were in the trees almost above our heads.  It 
was great to finally see that species after hearing a few groups already.  Soon after a group of five adult 
golden-crowned sifakas were found and posed brilliantly for photos.  One was a mother with a single young 
attached and she cooperated really well to give more great photographic opportunities.   
 
After our picnic lunch we drove a short distance to a pond.  Many large green millipedes created a lot of 
interest.  At the pond were a family of little grebe, swamp warbler, stonechat, spinetail swift and a few 
common species.  The drizzle became stronger as we drove back to the lodge.  A few of the group opted to 
go on the night walk in the drizzle and three more species of lemurs were found – Eastern woolly lemur, 
Crosssley’s dwarf lemur and Goodman’s mouse lemur.  A few tiny nose-horned chameleons, a couple of 
species of tree frog and a rainforest stick insect all helped to make the walk worthwhile.   
 
Monday 14 September 
Overcast and around 18 degrees in the morning, sunny and around 21 degrees in the afternoon  
Analamazoatra Reserve, drive to Antananarivo 
We met up with our two excellent local guides at the entrance to the reserve and immediately saw some 
brown lemurs.  A Rand’s tetraka/warbler singing at the top of a tree proved to be very obliging.  A pair of 
roosting rainforest scops owls had most people grabbing their cameras.  However, two amazing giraffe 
weevils took the prize for most photogenic animal of the morning so far.  Two roosting collared nightjars 
were found and allowed amazing close views to provide stunning photographs.  Madagascar blue pigeon 
and short-horned chameleon were found on the way back to the bus.  One of the guides showed us a tree 
boa he had found.  However, the morning really belonged to one animal – the indri.  This reserve is a key 
site for them and it did not disappoint.  We enjoyed brilliant views of them, singing their amazing song of 
Madagascar.  What a privilege to be in the presence of such a charismatic animal.  It was the highlight of the 
trip for some of the group.  A wonderful, absolutely wonderful experience.  Unfortunately we had to leave 
this excellent and head back to Tana.  The grounds of the hotel had at least three Madagascar nightjars 
singing at dusk and two barn owls were in a pine tree in the car park.  So although we had left the song of 
the indri behind, but we still had some interesting wildlife to appreciate.   
 
Tuesday 15 September 
Sunny, approximately 23 degrees  
Antananarivo, depart 
It was a late and leisurely breakfast, followed by a relaxing morning looking around the grounds of the 
hotel.  We said our goodbyes to three of the group, who had an earlier flight.  The rest of us left for the 
airport after lunch. 
 
Wednesday 16 September 
We arrived at Heathrow this morning, said our farewells and reflected on some amazing wildlife seen in 
Madagascar. 
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Indri © Barrie Cooper  
 

    
Ring-tailed lemur © Barrie Cooper    Big-nosed chameleon © Barrie Cooper  

 
Verreaux’s sifaka © Barrie Cooper  
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Subdesert mesite © Barrie Cooper    Giraffe-necked weevil © Barrie Cooper  
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Bird species Scientific                         
ANSERIFORMES: Anatidae                           

white-faced whistling-duck Dendrocygna viduata     X                   

Meller's duck Anas melleri     X             X     

red-billed duck Anas erythrorhyncha     X         X X       

hottentot teal Anas hottentota     X X                 

Knob-billed teal Sarkidiornis melanotos   X          

PODICIPEDIFORMES: Podicipedidae                           

little grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis                   X     

Madagascar grebe Tachybaptus pelzelnii     X                   

PELECANIFORMES: Scopidae                           

hamerkop Scopus umbretta X  X   X   X   X X       

PELECANIFORMES: Ardeidae                           

purple heron Ardea purpurea             X           

great egret Ardea alba X   X           X   X X 

Dimorphic egret Egretta dimorpha X   X X X X   X X   X X 

western reef-heron Egretta gularis                         

black heron Egretta ardesiaca X   X           X   X X 

cattle egret Bubulcus ibis X X X X X X   X X   X X 

squacco heron Ardeola ralloides     X           X   X X 

Madagascar pond-heron Ardeola idae X                       

striated heron Butorides striata   X         X X     X   

black-crowned night-heron Nycticorax nycticorax     X                   

ACCIPITRIFORMES: Accipitridae                           

Madagascar sparrowhawk Accipiter madagascariensis   X                     

yellow-billed  kite Milvus aegyptius X X X X X X X X X       
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Madagascar buzzard Buteo brachypterus               X   X     

FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae                           

Madagascar kestrel Falco newtoni X X X X X X X X X   X X 

banded kestrel Falco zoniventris       X                 

GALLIFORMES: Numididae                           

helmeted guineafowl Numida meleagris   X                     

BUTTONQUAILS:Turnicidae                           

Madagascar buttonquail Turnix nigricollis X     X                 

GRUIFORMES: Rallidae                           

Madagascar wood-rail Canirallus kioloides             H       X   

white-throated rail Dryolimnas cuvieri                   H     

Eurasian moorhen Gallinula chloropus     X             X     

GRUIFORMES: Sarothruridae                           

Madagascar flufftail Sarothrura insularis                     H   

CHARADRIIFORMES: Recurvirostridae                           

black-winged stilt Himantopus himantopus       X                 

CHARADRIIFORMES: Charadriidae                           

black-bellied plover Pluvialis squatarola       X                 

Kittlitz's plover Charadrius pecuarius       X                 

Madagascar plover Charadrius thoracicus       X                 

CHARADRIIFORMES: Rostratulidae                           

greater painted-snipe Rostratula benghalensis       X                 

CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae                           

common sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos               X     X   

common greenshank Tringa nebularia       X X               

whimbrel Numenius phaeopus       X X               

ruddy turnstone Arenaria interpres       X                 

ruff Calidris pugnax       X                 

curlew sandpiper Calidris ferruginea       X                 

PTEROCLIFORMES: Pteroclidae                           

Madagascar sandgrouse Pterocles personatus   X                     
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COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae                           

feral pigeon Columba livia X X X X X X X X X   X X 

Madagascar turtle-dove Streptopelia picturata   X X                   

Namaqua dove Oena capensis X X   X X X             

Madagascar green-pigeon Treron australis         X   X X         

Madagascar blue-pigeon Alectroenas madagascariensis                   X X   

CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae                           

Madagascar cuckoo Cuculus rochii                   H     

running coua Coua cursor       X X               

green-capped coua Coua olivaceiceps)         X               

crested coua Coua cristata X X   X X               

Verreaux's coua Coua verreauxi         X               

blue coua Coua caerulea             X X   X     

Madagascar coucal Centropus toulou X X X X X         X X   

STRIGIFORMES: Tytonidae                           

barn owl Tyto alba   X                 X X 

STRIGIFORMES: Strigidae                           

Malagasy or rainforest scops-owl Otus rutilus                     X   

torotoroka scops-owl Otus madagascariensis   X                 X   

white-browed owl Ninox superciliaris   X                     

CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Caprimulgidae                           

collared nightjar Gactornis enarratus             X       X   

Madagascar nightjar Caprimulgus madagascariensis H X   X X       X   X   

APODIFORMES: Apodidae                           

Malagasy spinetail Zoonavena grandidieri         X         X     

Madagascar swift Apus balstoni         X   X X X   X   

African palm-swift Cypsiurus parvus X X       X X           

CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae                           

Malagasy kingfisher Corythornis vintsioides     X       X X X   X   

CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae                           

Madagascar bee-eater Merops superciliosus X X   X X   X X X   X   
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CORACIIFORMES: Brachypteraciidae                           

scaly ground-roller Brachypteracias squamiger                   X     

pitta-like ground-roller Atelornis pittoides             H           

long-tailed ground-roller Uratelornis chimaera       X                 

CORACIIFORMES: Leptosomidae                           

cuckoo-roller Leptosomus discolor             X           

CORACIIFORMES: Upupidae                           

Madagascar hoopoe Upupa marginata     X X X X             

PSITTACIFORMES: Psittacidae                           

grey-headed lovebird Agapornis canus   X   X X X X           

greater vasa-parrot Mascarinus vasa       X   X             

lesser vasa-parrot Mascarinus niger   X   X X   X     X X   

PASSERIFORMES: Philepittidae                           

velvet asity Philepitta castanea             X     X     

yellow-bellied asity Neodrepanis hypoxantha             X           

PASSERIFORMES: Vangidae                           

Archbold's newtonia Newtonia archboldi       X X               

common newtonia Newtonia brunneicauda   X   X X   X     X X   

dark newtonia Newtonia amphichroa             X           

tylas vanga Tylas eduardi             X     X     

red-tailed vanga Calicalicus madagascariensis             X     X X   

red-shouldered vanga Calicalicus rufocarpalis         X               

nuthatch-vanga Hypositta corallirostris                   X     

Chabert's vanga Leptopterus chabert       X X X X X X X X   

Crossley's vanga Mystacornis crossleyi             X           

blue vanga Cyanolanius madagascarinus             X           

hook-billed vanga Vanga curvirostris       X             X   

Ward's vanga Pseudobias wardi                   X     

sickle-billed vanga Falculea palliata         X               

white-headed vanga Artamella viridis                     X   

Pollen's vanga Xenopirostris polleni             X           
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Lafresnaye's vanga Xenopirostris xenopirostris         X               

PASSERIFORMES: Campephagidae                           

ashy cuckooshrike Coracina cinerea             X     X X   

PASSERIFORMES: Dicruridae                           

crested drongo Dicrurus forficatus X X   X X X X X X X X   

PASSERIFORMES: Monarchidae                           

Madagascar paradise-flycatcher Terpsiphone mutata X X         X   X X X   

PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae                           

pied crow Corvus albus X X X X X X X X X       

PASSERIFORMES: Alaudidae                           

Madagascar lark Mirafra hova X X   X X X             

PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae                           

plain martin or brown-throated martin Riparia paludicola               X X   X   

bank swallow Riparia riparia                         

Mascarene martin Phedina borbonica X   X X       X X X X X 

PASSERIFORMES: Pycnonotidae                           

Madagascar bulbul Hypsipetes madagascariensis X X   X X X X X   X X   

PASSERIFORMES: Acrocephalidae                           

Madagascar brush-warbler Nesillas typica     X       X     X X X 

subdesert brush-warbler Nesillas lantzii       X                 

Madagascar swamp-warbler Acrocephalus newtoni                 X X     

PASSERIFORMES: Bernieridae                           

white-throated oxylabes Oxylabes madagascariensis             X           

long-billed bernieria Bernieria madagascariensis         X   X     X     

wedge-tailed jery Hartertula flavoviridis             X           

thamnornis or subdesert tetraka Thamnornis chloropetoides       X X               

spectacled tetraka Xanthomixis zosterops             X       X   

Appert's tetraka Xanthomixis apperti         X               

Rand's warbler Randia pseudozosterops             H       X   

PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae                           

common jery Neomixis tenella   X X X X X X   X X X X 
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green jery Neomixis viridis             X           

stripe-throated jery Neomixis striatigula X     X X   X           

Madagascar cisticola Cisticola cherina H     X             X   

PASSERIFORMES: Zosteropidae                           

Madagascar white-eye Zosterops maderaspatanus   X X       X     X X X 

PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae                           

Madagascar magpie-robin Copsychus albospecularis X X   X X   X X X X X X 

Malagasy stonechat Saxicola sibilla X             X X X X   

PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae                           

Madagascar starling Saroglossa aurata             X     X X   

common myna Acridotheres tristis X X X X X X X X X X X X 

PASSERIFORMES: Nectariniidae                           

souimanga sunbird Cinnyris souimanga X     X X X X X   X X   

Madagascar or green sunbird Cinnyris notatus                     X   

PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae                           

Madagascar wagtail Motacilla flaviventris X         X X X X X X X 

PASSERIFORMES: Ploceidae                           

nelicourvi weaver Ploceus nelicourvi             X     X X   

Sakalava weaver Ploceus sakalava   X   X X               

red fody Foudia madagascariensis X   X X X       X X X X 

PASSERIFORMES: Estrildidae                           

Madagascar munia or mannakin Lonchura nana   X             X X X   
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Mammals 
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Species Scientific name                       

Malagasy ring-tailed mongoose Galidia elegans             X         

lowland streaked tenrec Hemicentetes semispinosus           X           

Madagascan flying fox Pteropus rufus   X                   

black-and-white ruffed lemur Varecia variegata                   X   

brown lemur Eulemur fulvus                   X X 

diademed sifaka Propithecus diadema                   X X 

eastern lesser bamboo lemur Hapalemur griseus                   X   

eastern woolly lemur Avahi laniger                   X   

furry-eared dwarf lemur Cheirogaleus crossleyi                   X   

golden bamboo lemur Hapalemur aureus             X         

Goodman’s mouse lemur Microcebus lehilahytsara                   X   

grey mouse-lemur Microcebus murinus X                     

Hubbard’s sportive lemur Lepilemur hubbardorum         X             

indri Indri indri                   X X 

Milne-Edwards' sifaka Propithecus edwardsi             X         

red-fronted brown lemur Eulemur rufus   X         X         

reddish-grey mouse lemur Microcebus griseorufus   X                   

red-fronted lemur Eulemur rufifrons   X         X         

ring-tailed lemur Lemur catta   X                   

Verreaux's sifaka Propithecus verreauxi   X     X             

white-footed sportive lemur Lepilemur leucopus X X                   
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Reptiles and amphibians 
Madagascar leaf litter tree frog Boophis madagascariensis 

Dumeril’s boa Acrantophis dumerili 

Green bright-eyed frog Boophis viridis 

Madagascar tree boa Sanzinia madagascariensis 

Three eyed lizard Chalarodon madagascariensis 

  

Oustalet's chameleon Furcifer oustaleti 

Radiated tortoise Astrochelys radiata 

Satanic leaf-tailed gecko Uroplatus phantasticus 

Madagascar day gecko Phelsuma madagascariensis 

Short-horned chameleon Calumma brevicorne 

Warty chameleon Furcifer verrucosus 

Big-nosed chameleon Calumma nasutum 
 
African helmeted turtle Pelomedusa subrufa 

Madagascar girdled lizard Zonosaurus madagascariensis 
 Big nosed chameleon               Calumma nasutum 
 Short nosed chameleon               Calumma gastrotaenia 
 Standing’s day gecko              Phelsuma standingi 
 Trachylepis gravenhorstii 
Trachylepis dumasi 

Nile crocodile Crocodylus niloticus 

 

Invertebrates 
Madagascar citrus swallowtail   Papilio demoocus 
Madagascar giant swallowtail Pharmacophagus antenor 
Madagascar birdwing butterfly Atrophaneura anterior 
African monarch butterfly   Danaus chrysippus 
Brilliant blue   Junonia rhadama 
    Coeliades ramanatek 
African common white  Belenois creona 
Madagascar emperor moth Antherina suraka 
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Golden orb-web spider    Nephilia sp 
Madagascar orb-web  spider   Nephilia madagascariensis 
Flatid leaf-bug     Phromnia rosea 
Giraffe-necked weevil    Trachelophorus giraffe 
Pygmy giraffe-necked weevil   Trachelophorus giraffoides 
Madagascar hissing  cockroach   Gromphadorrhina portentosa 
Pill Millipede     Sphaerotherium sp 

Rainbow milkweed locust  Phymateus saxosus 

At least two species of preying mantis 

At least two species of stick insect 
 
Damselflies (courtesy of Tim Manolis) 
Ceriagrion glabrum -- known by a variety of common names (Common Citril, Orange Waxtail, Common Orange).  Some were at the crocodile ponds at Berenty. 
 Ischnura senegalensis -- (Common Bluetail or Tropical Bluetail) seen bordering rice fields, ditches, etc., at a few spots. 
  
Dragonflies (Courtesy of Tim Manolis) 
Anax tumorifer -- A big green and blue dragonfly seen at a few sites.   
 Paragomphus obliteratus -- the only gomphid seen, a Madagascar endemic, very common on the grounds at Berenty.  It is lumped by some with the widespread African 
species, Paragomphus cognatus, the Rock Hooktail. 
 Crocothemis erythraea -- Broad Scarlet.  Seen at a number of sites, a common red species. 
 Crocothemis divisa -- Rock Scarlet.  Seen (on the rocks!) at Le Relais De La Reine. 
 Orthetrum azureum -- a common blue-abdomened skimmer endemic to Madagascar, no common name.  Common at Atananarivo lake. 
 Orthetrum trinacria -- Long Skimmer.  A big, long-abdomened all-dark Orthetrum, seen at the pintail snipe marsh along the southwest coast. 
 Acisoma panorpoides ascalaphoides -Grizzled Pintail.  Tim glimpsed one during a roadside rice field stop. 

 Trithemis kirbyi -- Orange-winged Dropwing.  This gorgeous red species was common at Berenty. 
 Trithemis hecate -- Silhouette Dropwing.  A female photographed at one of our roadside rice field stops. 

 


