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Yellowstone and  
Grand Teton  
National Parks
A new look at the old…  
The dramatic canyons, rushing alpine rivers, lush forests, 
myriad hot springs and gushing geysers of the world’s 
first-ever national park – established in 1872 – create an 
impossibly scenic backdrop for hundreds of animal species, 
including such iconic large mammals as bear, wolf, bison  
and elk. 

Lying mostly in the state of Wyoming, the park also 
extends into Montana and Idaho, and sits atop a volcanic 
hot spot with the world’s largest concentration of geysers 
and thermal features, including the most famous of all, 
Old Faithful. It’s this incomparable combination of natural 
beauty, rugged wilderness, majestic peaks and  
abundant wildlife that draws visitors and wildlife 
documentary-makers from all over the world. 

A warm welcome to our latest newsletter.
As I write, I’m heading off to San Diego, California, for my now 
annual pilgrimage to see grey whales in Baja California. I’m 
as excited as ever, as their yearly arrival in the lagoons along 
Mexico’s desert peninsula is one of the first entries that I write 
in my diary each year. We are delighted to announce a new 
whale-watching voyage on board the Searcher to this spectacular 
coastline in 2018 – see page 13 for full details. 

In this edition, we look at wildlife photography, an interest which 
has grown considerably over the last few years. We now offer a 
truly excellent selection of small group photography workshops 
and trips led by a cohort of excellent professional photographers.

We focus on Namibia, a spectacular country which continues to 
surprise and delight with its prolific wildlife, astonishing desert-
adapted species, rich birdlife and stunning scenery. 

We also take a look at the Mountain West region of the USA 
where this summer we will run a trip to see the total solar 
eclipse. We’re so confident that the combination of Utah desert, 
mountains, and the historic national parks of Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton is such a winning formula that we’re introducing a 
modified itinerary for next year.

Happy travels!

Chris Breen, Managing Director

Keep up-to-date 
We send out our enewsletter on a regular 
basis, but don’t worry we won't bombard 
you!  These updates keep you informed of 
our events, new trips, special offers and 
late availability.

If you haven’t yet signed up to receive  
them, email sales@thetravellingnaturalist.com 
and we'll make sure you don’t miss out, or you can  
subscribe online at:

www.thetravellingnaturalist.com

Holiday Reviews
We are always thrilled to hear feedback from your birding and 
wildlife experiences – here is some we received recently…

“We had some wonderful experiences - very good views of jaguars 
and over 240 different birds. The hyacinth macaws and other 
parrots were terrific, and the water birds excellent. We also had good 
views of giant anteater, armadillo, southern tamandua, crab-eating 
fox, plus deer and monkeys. Lucas was brilliant, so enthusiastic and 
his skill at finding birds was second to none.”
 Jill B travelled to Brazil in October 2016 

The range of habitats and quality of wildlife we saw was 
remarkable. Highlights included close views of Blakiston's fish owl; 
numerous Steller's sea eagles; the soaring mountain hawk eagle; 
the snow monkeys; and of course the spectacular cranes.
Both our leader, Barrie, and guide, Kaz, were outstanding.
Alec & Sue M travelled to Japan in December 2016
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To the south lies Grand Teton National Park, which rises 
from sagebrush-covered valley floor at an elevation of 1,950  
metres to the windswept granite summit of Grand Teton 
(4,199  metres). Between the two, the mountainsides are 
carpeted with forest, and in summer wildflowers paint the 
alpine meadows with vivid dashes of colour. Noisy streams 
rise in crystal-clear glacial lakes and cascade down canyons 
to fill larger lakes at the base of the range, which on calm 
days mirror the gorgeous mountain scenery, while the Snake 
River winds its way southward through this spectacle. 

With such an extraordinary range and variety of habitats, 
where else in the planet’s temperate zone can you find 
such numbers and diversity of predators and their prey at 
high elevation? And while it’s certainly a wilderness, it’s not 
exactly devoid of people, as the parks receive in excess of 
three million visitors each year. 

Yellowstone National Park offers an array of birdlife unique 
to the area. Some of North America’s largest and smallest 
birds are either permanent residents or pass through: the 
smallest of all – the calliope hummingbird, weighing no 
more than two or three grammes – can be found around the 
scarlet flowers of blooming gilia and willow shrubs, while the 
largest waterfowl – the trumpeter swan, with a wingspan 

that can reach two metres – is often found in pairs, as they 
mate for life. Hunted to the brink of extinction in the early 
1900s, they now number more than 300 after concentrated 
efforts to restore the population.  

Near the water, osprey and bald eagles nest and hunt – 
seeing one catch a fish is a special treat. One of the most 
colourful forest birds is the western tanager – the male’s 
red, orange, yellow and black colouration reflecting its 
winter range in the tropics. And one spring highlight is the 
courtship display of the sage grouse– the male spreads its 
tail feathers over a 280-degree angle and uses an air sac on 
its breast to produce a loud pop. Sandhill cranes arrive in 
summer, while the bald eagle – the national bird – and the 
common raven can be seen all year round.

Having planned a trip to witness the first total solar eclipse 
visible in the USA for 26 years in 2017, we felt it was too good 
an opportunity to miss, so have introduced a regular trip into 
The Travelling Naturalist calendar, led by specialist bird guide 
Tim Avery, who lives in the region. 

Grand Teton & Yellowstone Solar Eclipse USA
Fri 18 Aug 2017    LIMITED PLACES 15 days
The combination of the first total eclipse visible in the USA for 
26 years with two of its most famous national parks, Grand Teton 
and Yellowstone, guarantees a memorable trip.
£4,995 per person | Single Supp £910 
Leaders Barrie Cooper and Tim Avery Group Size 16

Canyons & Wildlife in the Land of the Navajo USA
Mon 11 Sep 2017 12 days
Join us for a fantastic journey through some of the most 
astounding landscapes in the USA, on a wonderful and unique 
tour of birdwatching, wildlife and Native American history.
£4,695 per person | Single Supp £920 
Leader Pat Lueders Group Size 14

North Utah, Grand Teton & Yellowstone USA
Fri 7 Sep 2018 11 days
Visit two of the continent’s most famous national parks, Grand 
Teton National Park with its dramatic mountain scenery, and 
Yellowstone – the world’s oldest national park, where habitat and 
wildlife conservation were pioneered.
£4,175 per person | Single Supp £845
Leader Tim Avery Group Size 8

   NEW
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Ten of the Best Wildlife Experiences
Big cats, whales, bears – we all have 
our favourite must-see species, but 
this choice is constantly tested on 
return from our most recent and 
awe-inspiring trips filled with new 
and exciting sightings. We offer 
a remarkable selection of expert-
led trips worldwide and would be 
delighted to help you update your 
personal species of the moment.

Our director, Nick Joynes, was 
overwhelmed by a recent encounter 

with gorillas on Uganda’s Great 
Apes tour and award-winning 
photographer and group leader  
Nick Garbutt's mind is never far from 
his spiritual home of Madagascar, the 
unique and fascinating destination 
of the 'Land of the Lemur' tour.  
These are just two of our ‘Top Ten’ 
mammal-viewing trip choices as 
outlined below. Let us know your 
personal mammal favourite and let 
us see if we can change your mind!

SRI LANKA
Blue Whales & Dolphins
Sat 25 Nov 2017, Sat 3 Mar 2018 14 days
£2,895 per person | Single Supp £750
Leader  
Upul Wickramasinghe

Group Size  
12

MADAGASCAR
Land of the Lemur
Tue 5 Sep 2017 17 days
£4,895 per person | Single Supp  £710
Leader  
Barrie Cooper

Group Size  
14

AUSTRALIA
Islands, Rivers & Ranges
Sat 23 Sep 2017 15 days
£4,795 per person | Single Supp £645
Leader  
Peter Waanders

Group Size 
12

UGANDA
Uganda's Great Apes
Thu 21 Sep 2017 13 days
£6,695 per person | Single Supp £980
Leader  
Harriet Kemigisha

Group Size  
12

SPAIN
Iberian Lynx Quest
Sat 21 Oct 2017, Sat 27 Jan 2018 8 days
£1,595 per person | Single Supp £150
Leader  
John Muddeman

Group Size  
14

CANADA
Grand Manan's Birds & Whales
Fri 18 Aug 2017 9 days
£3,695 per person | Single Supp £305
Leader  
Mike Read

Group Size  
14

INDIA
Birding & Tigers in Central India
Fri 24 Nov 2017 17 days
From £4,395 pp | Single Supp £1,595
Leader  
Varun Narain Mathur

Group Size  
12

BRAZIL
Jaguars & Raptors of the Pantanal
Thu 5 Oct 2017 14 days
£4,895 per person | Single Supp £590
Leaders  
Miguel Castelino

Group Size  
14

FINLAND
Brown Bear Explorer
2017 – 28 May, 18 Jun, 9 Jul, 23 Jul 8 days
£1,745 per person | Single Supp £135
Leader  
Jani Määttä

Group Size  
12

ICELAND
Winter Orcas & Auroras
Thu 1 Mar 2018 6 days
£1,645 per person | Single Supp  £200
Leader  
Trausti Gunnarsson

Group Size  
10
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Gorillas in Uganda
Barrie Cooper reveals his intimate wildlife experience
The hike down the forested mountain 
slope lasted for around 30 minutes 
before I gazed on a prize that I had 
waited many long years to see. A 
huge silverback mountain gorilla was 
almost oblivious to my contented 
stare and huge grin, because it was 
intent on eating some of the luxuriant 
vegetation that grew in profusion all 
around.  It was a great moment, but 
even that was surpassed only a few 
minutes later when I found myself 
just a few metres away from a group 
of eight gorillas that included the 
dominant silverback and a mother 
nursing her one-year-old infant.  

It was a privilege to sit and watch 
their mutual preening as they relaxed, 
with barely more than an occasional 
casual glance towards the five human 
paparazzi who sat overloading their 
cameras with stunning images. The 

baby gorilla was a constant source of 
entertainment as it alternated between 
suckling and playing. That one-hour of 
special magic with one of our closest 
relatives will stay with me forever.  

But this wasn’t the only special 
occasion in Uganda – there were 
many.  Close views of chimpanzees 
provided more privileged moments in 
an entirely different Ugandan forest. 
I never tire of watching lions, and the 
relaxed demeanour of those I saw 
were a fair indication of the degree of 
protection that Ugandan wildlife has 
now acquired. And there were plenty 
of antelopes for big cats to prey on – 
including the handsome Ugandan kob.  

Elephants are also plentiful and it’s oh 
so hard to resist taking just one more 
photo of these charismatic creatures! 
Rothschild’s giraffe is another splendid 
animal, and it’s impossible to tire 

of looking eyeball to eyeball at this 
endangered subspecies.  

Uganda must be one of the easiest 
African countries in which to see 
such an amazing wealth of wildlife. 
The birdlife is almost as impressive 
as the mammals, with a wide variety 
of species due to the range of 
habitats.  And another great thing 
about this country is the quality of 
the accommodation, food and local 
guides.  The well-developed tourism 
infrastructure combined with such 
amazing wildlife makes it one of the 
top destinations for any traveller with 
an interest in nature. 

Uganda's Great Apes
Thu 21 Sep 17 13 days
£6,695 per person | Single Supp £980
Leader  
Harriet Kemigisha

Group Size  
12
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GAMBIA
West African Birdwatch
Fri 3 Nov 2017 15 days
£2,945 per person | Single Supp £250
Leader  
John Muddeman

Group Size  
14

SOUTH AFRICA
Wildlife of Kruger & KwaZulu-Natal
Sun 22 Oct 2017 15 days
£4,195 per person | Single Supp £360
Leader  
Gavin Sims

Group Size  
10

Focus on Africa
Europe currently takes top spot among the continents  
for the number of guided trips we offer. It is Africa, 
however, which takes second place with 22 tours to this 
spectacular and varied continent. The arid deserts of the 
north, the rainforests of Madagascar, the plains of the 
Serengeti and the waterways of Botswana are only a 
handful of the top birding and wildlife locations.  
One trip to Africa alone will never seem enough when  

the countries here offer such a diverse range of eye-
watering flora and heart-stopping wildlife encounters.  
For this reason, from the rich birdlife of our High Atlas, 
Sahara & Atlantic trip in Morocco to our Spring Flowers 
from Kalahari to the Cape trip in South Africa, we offer  
trips to cater for all interests, so you can enjoy the wonders 
of Africa time and time again.

BOTSWANA, NAMIBIA & ZAMBIA
Endemics & Migrants in Kalahari 
Waterways
Sat 24 Feb 2018 16 days
£5,195 per person | Single Supp £420
Leader  
Shadreck Tshegane

Group Size  
9

ZAMBIA
Birding in South Luangwa
Sat 4 Nov 2017 9 days
£3,945 per person | Single Supp £nil
Leader  
Kangachepe Banda

Group Size  
10

GHANA
Quest for the Picathartes
Wed 21 Feb 2018 12 days
£2,795 per person | Single Supp £235
Leader  
Paul Mensah

Group Size  
12

KENYA
Kenya's Birds & Wildlife

Fri 2 Mar 2018 16 days
£5,895 per person | Single Supp £1,150
Leader  
Wilson ole Kasaine

Group Size  
10

ETHIOPIA
Ethiopian Endemics in Winter
Thu 15 Feb 2018 17 days
£4,895 per person | Single Supp £415
Leader  
Chris Griffin

Group Size  
12

TANZANIA
Birding the Serengeti & Beyond

Sun 6 May 2018 13 days
£6,195 per person | Single Supp £130
Leader  
James Wolstencroft

Group Size  
12

SOUTH AFRICA
Flower Photography in Namaqualand
Sun 20 Aug 2017 16 days
£4,395 per person | Single Supp £270
Leader  
Chris Mattison

Group Size  
10
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Namibia
Product Manager Brian Wood reflects on 
Namibia with affection…
Huge and sparsely populated, desert, dunes and cold, 
rolling Atlantic breakers…  a far cry from what most 
travellers expect of Africa. Yet Namibia – despite being 
untypical – offers prolific wildlife in a very different way. 

Take Etosha – a place of glittering salt pans that extends as 
far as the eye can see, almost devoid of vegetation. At first 
glance this is a forbidding landscape – apparently lifeless. 
But find a waterhole and settle in for a few hours, and the 
sheer profusion, and number, of animals will astound you. 

Skittish sentries stand guard, watching all around and 
sniffing the air, nostrils a-wrinkling, tails a-twitching as 
nervous herds of zebras and impalas come to the water 
to drink their fill before retiring to a safe distance. Giraffe 
lower themselves on splayed legs and elephant call in to 
drink deep draughts, while around the fringes lions look 
on, always searching for an Achilles heel: a weak, weary or 
simply young and unwary member of the tribe. When they 
approach to drink, everyone else retreats respectfully to a 
safe distance to give them space.  

Along the Skeleton Coast, cold Atlantic breakers roll in 
endlessly along sandy beaches that stretch as far as each 
horizon and beyond. Mists roll inland each night to blanket 
the dunes, only for the morning sun to burn them off 

again, once they have deposited tiny amounts of water 
that succour the insects and small animals that know 
how to harvest it. Regimentally strutting pink flamingoes 
and ungainly flap-billed pelicans populate the lagoons, 
while raucous colonies of southern fur seals advertise 
their presence from afar to anyone who approaches from 
downwind. Africa? Every bit – just not what you expect!

Deep in the Damaraland desert, hardy, gaunt desert-
adapted elephant, rhino and giraffe carry the knowledge of 
ancient water sources across the generations and walk huge 
distances to where they know water can be found.  

As home to 676 of Southern Africa’s 887 species, Namibia 
is something of a birding paradise. This country of big skies  
is an unimaginable vastness largely untouched by man 
with breathtaking scenery and wildlife encounters that are 
second to none! 

Skeleton Coast & Etosha
Sun 22 Oct 2017 15 days
£4,495 per person | Single Supp £340
Leader Geoff Crane Group Size 8

7 01305 267994 | sales@thetravellingnaturalist.com | www.thetravellingnaturalist.com



The wonders of the natural world are 
near limitless and, for many people, 
provide an inspiration like no other. 
Whether your particular interest is in 
birds, botany or mammals, it’s natural 
to want to capture the very best images 
of those special moments. As such, and 
with the continued growth of digital 
photography, there is an even higher 
demand than ever for dedicated nature 
photography tours. 

All our photographic trips have been 
designed by photographers for 
photographers, to provide the finest 
photographic opportunities and the 
time you need to capture the images 
you desire. Accompanied by an 
acclaimed professional photographer, 
you will always have an expert on hand 
to help and advise when required, and 
deliver a series of informal workshops 
during the trip so you can improve your 
skills – whatever your level.

Wherever your photography passion 
lies, you can be sure we have a tour 
to suit. Bird photographers are spoilt 
for choice with dedicated tours to 
The Gambia, Hungary, Romania and 
the Falklands, while on a single trip to 
Finland it is possible to photograph 
European brown bear, grey wolf and 
wolverine, as well as birds such as the 

Ural owl. For anyone with a passion for 
the world’s flora we run a range of 
specialist flower photography 
trips, including the Vercors, the 
French Pyrenees, and South 
Africa’s Namaqualand.

For the ultimate wildlife photography 
adventure, however, you can join our 
10-day Festival of Wildlife to Borneo’s 
Danum Valley in June 2017, and comb 
the island’s pristine rainforest in search 
of a plethora of exciting wildlife. 
The region is home to orangutan, 
Bornean gibbon, Bornean pygmy 
elephant, plus striking birds such 
as Bornean bristlehead, crested 
fireback and rhinoceros hornbill. 
You will be accompanied by a 
range of leading experts including 
celebrity naturalists Nick Baker 
and Nigel Marven, award-
winning photographers Nick 
Garbutt and Alex Hyde, as well 
as award-winning sculptor Nick 
Mackman, and can enjoy a series 
of entertaining presentations, 
workshops and master classes.

So, if you are thinking about 
planning your next wildlife 
photography adventure, look 
no further…  

Nature Photography
Bret Charman, photographer and member of the team, focuses on our 
expanding collection of photography trips.

Country Title Photography leader Departs Days Price from

UK Dorset’s Spring Treasures Nick Garbutt 
Alex Hyde

12 May 2017  
18 May 2018 3 £495

£595

Hungary Spring Photography of the Steppe & Forests Mike Read 20 May 2018 7 £1,845

Borneo Festival of Wildlife Nick Baker, Nigel Marven, Nick 
Garbutt, Nick Mackman, Alex Hyde 2 Jun 2017 10 £5,195

Finland Boreal Predators Photography Bret Charman 17 Jun 2017  
16 Jun 2018 6 £1,995

£2,095

Austria Close-up on Alpine Nature Alex Hyde & Nick Garbutt 17 Jun 2017 
16 Jun 2018 8 £1,695

France Flower Photography in the Pyrenees Mike Read 15 Jul 2017 8 £2,095

South Africa Flower Photography in Namaqualand Chris Mattison 20 Aug 2017 16 £4,395

Costa Rica Costa Rica Cloud & Rainforest Photography Chris Mattison 2 Dec 2017 14 £5,995

Gambia Bird Photography Safari Ashley Grove 5 Dec 2017 11 £2,795

   NEW

   NEW

   NEW

   NEW

FOR OUR COMPLETE COLLECTION OF NATURE PHOTOGRAPHY TRIPS VIEW ONLINE
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A Better View
with Swarovski Optik

“I’ve been watching wildlife for 
most of my life, during which time 
I’ve been fortunate to visit some of 
the world’s most amazing places. 
Over the course of the past 12 
months I‘ve been whale watching 
in Mexico, I’ve looked for (and 
found!) narwhals, bowhead whales 
and polar bears in Arctic Canada, 
spent time in Borneo’s rainforests 
tracking down orangutans and 
Bornean pygmy elephants, and 
most recently I went on safari in 
Zambia’s Luangwa Valley.  
 
I usually travel quite light - in 
terms of clothing at least - but 
the most essential gear I carry is 
my camera equipment and my 
binoculars. And given the choice 
- crazy though it might seem - I 
would leave my cameras behind, 
but never travel without my 
binoculars. 
 
For the past 10 years or more 
I‘ve used Swarovski binoculars, 
my latest being the remarkable 
8 x 32 ELs. These are lightweight 
and incredibly easy to carry, but 
guarantee outstandingly crisp 
images whether at dawn, at dusk, 
or in the middle of the day. I use 
them wherever I am to look at 
whatever wildlife there is to see - 
birds, mammals or reptiles, on land 
or at sea.”

Chris Breen, our Managing Director, 
reviews Swarovski’s EL32 binoculars 
after extensive use around the world.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
EL 8x32 binoculars combine an ample 141-metre field of 
view with an 8x magnification, which enables you to view a 
steady picture in any situation. 

www.swarovskioptik.com
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Birding in Europe with Mike Read 
Whether your interest is wildlife photography or simply  
wildlife watching, Europe has much to offer.
The Hortobagy area of Hungary abounds with many birds 
not found in Western Europe, and the use of hides offers 
exceptional views of several species. These include red-
footed falcons and European rollers, which nest around an 
existing tower hide, and there are common kestrels in the 
area too, who - like the red-footed falcons - have started 
to nest colonially. Other hides overlook a marsh where 
various herons (including squacco and great egret) feed 
at close range, while black-winged stilts and ferruginous 
ducks may come even closer. European bee-eaters can be 
photographed from a portable hide and, at the time we 
normally visit, they may well be mating or bringing food 
gifts for their mates.

Afternoons are usually spent in hides overlooking ‘infinity 
pools’ where a broad range of visiting species may include 
middle spotted woodpecker, nightingale, hawfinch and 
turtle dove among many others. As if this wasn’t enough, 
there is always the possibility of photographing other 
species such as roe deer, great reed warbler and lesser grey 
shrike from our vehicle as we travel to or from the hides.

Another excellent destination is the Vercors, a truly secret 
corner of France on the edge of the Alps, and the French 
Pyrenees. This location is superb for flower and landscape 
photography with numerous Alpine meadows and 
stunning mountain scenery offering superb opportunities. 
If wild orchids are your preferred subject, there is no finer 
place than the Vercors, where anything up to 35 species 
can be seen in one week. Common species found here 
can be extreme rarities in the UK and include lady, lizard, 
monkey and military orchids. Whilst the Pyrenees may 
not contain half that number of orchid species, there are a 
number of Pyrenean endemics including stately Spanish 
irises.

Other regions of France are also great for wildlife watching. 
For example, our ‘Camargue in Winter’ tour, where we see 
not only flamingos, wildfowl, waders and raptors in the 
lagoons and marshlands of the famous wetlands, but also 
hundreds of common cranes flighting from their daytime 
feeding grounds to their night-time roost. Add in visits 
to nearby regions such as La Crau for little bustards and 
pin-tailed sandgrouse, and the Chaine des Alpilles for 
wallcreepers and alpine acccentors (driven from their lofty 
Alpine breeding areas by the harsh winters), and you have 
a tour with some exciting and varied birding.

The Mediterranean island of Corsica in April and May 
provides variety too, with fabulous flowers, from sea level 
right up to the mountains. Our tour explores some of the 
higher central parts where lammergeier and golden eagle 
reign supreme. Smaller birds in this region include rock 
sparrows, firecrest, subalpine warbler and cirl bunting, as 
well as endemics like Corsican finch and Corsican nuthatch. 

Spring Photography of the Steppe & Forests HUNGARY
Sun 20 May 2018 7 days
Combining the photographic skills of our naturalist leader Mike 
Read, with the knowledge of our local guide, this tour visits 
Hungary at the peak of the breeding season. Hides are located in 
scenic and bird-rich areas, offering tremendous possibilities for 
close-up bird photography.
£1,845 per person | Single Supp £150
Leader Mike Read Group Size 8

Camargue in Winter - Wallcreepers & Wetlands FRANCE
Tue 20 Feb 2018 6 days
Winter in the Camargue, one of Europe's great river deltas, is a 
superb time to visit, with birds in their tens of thousands.  
A perfect antidote to the UK's grey winter weather.
£1,595 per person | Single Supp £175
Leader Mike Read Group Size 7

Mountains in the Med CORSICA
Wed 18 Apr 2018 7 days
Join us as we venture to the breathtakingly scenic island of 
Corsica. We search out unique wildlife and birds among the 
stunning granite mountains  and lowland coastal belt.
£1,795 per person | Single Supp £290
Leader Mike Read Group Size 7

Vercors in Spring FRANCE
Sun 11 Jun 2017 8 days
We return to the Vercors, a superb mountain area on the edge 
of the French Alps, when birds and flowers are at their best. The 
Alpine chough, golden eagle and citril finch are just some of the 
birds you can see and mouflon are relatively widespread.
£1,895 per person | Single Supp £100
Leader Mike Read Group Size 14

Tours lead by expert naturalist Mike Read
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ACCOMMODATION Comfortable lodge
PRICE FROM £1,595
SINGLE SUPP  £110
PRICE INCLUDES Flights, transfers, accommodation, all 

meals & guided activities
GROUP SIZE 6
LEADER Ashley Grove
TOUR CODE  SPAI8-1

Spain    

Bird Photography in  
Extremadura
Friday 20 - Tuesday 24 April 2018
The very first tract of land in Extremadura to be protected and 
declared a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve, Monfragüe National Park 
is a favoured location for seeing a variety of raptors, especially 
black and griffon vultures. 

Our short spring break, based at the 1,250-hectare Finca La 
Parrilla estate within the park, provides an opportunity to see a 
wide diversity of bird species at a time that coincides with the 
arrival of warmer weather and the breeding season. This, in turn, 
allows us to perfect our photography skills while making use of 
dedicated hides for close encounters with the area’s birds and 
wildlife, including a dedicated hide for black vulture.

In fact, the lodge is particularly renowned for its specialist hides, 
which sit almost invisibly in the varied habitats. These include 
tree-hides, a perfectly camouflaged rock-hide, a floating hide, 
and mirror-hides where birds come to drink or bathe – all of 
which offer fantastic photography opportunities with the 
assistance of bird photographer Ashley Grove.

OUTLINE ITINERARY 

   
Day 1   Fly to Madrid & transfer to Finca La Parrilla estate
Days 2-4  Bird photography in hides on the estate & in 

Monfragüe National Park
Day 5  Fly to UK

ACCOMMODATION Comfortable hotels
PRICE FROM £1,495
SINGLE SUPP  £105
PRICE INCLUDES Flights, transfers, accommodation, all 

meals & guided activities
GROUP SIZE 12
LEADER Felix Felger
TOUR CODE  POLN4-1

Poland

Butterflies & Moths of  
Southern Poland
Saturday 15 - Sunday 23 July 2017
This summer tour to southern Poland focuses on the rich diversity 
of butterflies, dragonflies and moths which thrive in this scenic, 
mountainous region. Butterfly highlights include violet copper, 
Apollo, large tortoiseshell and the beautiful Pallas’s fritillary.

On this tour, we explore Krakow and its surrounding areas in search 
of the region's colourful butterflies and moths. Exploring the vast 
countryside by day, and setting up moth traps by night, we look 
for Poland’s interesting invertebrates in the company of an expert 
local naturalist guide. With a variety of habitats from the steppe 
near Kielce Upland and the dry slopes of the Pieniny Mountains, to 
the primeval conifer forests and alpine areas of the Tatra Mountains, 
this tour offers a wealth of spectacular scenery, striking wildflowers 
and a plethora of moths and butterflies. 

OUTLINE ITINERARY 

  
Day 1 Fly to Krakow
Day 2 Visit the Jurassic Hills
Days 3-4 Kielce Upland
Days 5-7  Pieniny Mountains
Day 8  Tatra Mountains
Day 9  Transfer to Krakow, fly to UK

NEWNEW
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ACCOMMODATION Comfortable ecolodges
PRICE FROM £5,995
SINGLE SUPP  £665
PRICE INCLUDES Flights, transfers, accommodation, all 

meals & guided activities
GROUP SIZE 10 
LEADER Chris Mattison
TOUR CODE  COST2-1 

ACCOMMODATION Comfortable lodges & permanent tented 
camps

PRICE FROM £5,895
SINGLE SUPP  £1,150
PRICE INCLUDES Flights, transfers, accommodation, all 

meals & guided activities
GROUP SIZE 10
LEADER Wilson ole Kasaine
TOUR CODE  KENY3-1

Kenya Costa Rica

Cloud & Rainforest  
Photography
Saturday 2 - Friday 15 December 2017
The richness of Costa Rica’s flora and fauna is outstanding, 
and ideal for wildlife and macro photography. Join renowned 
photographer Chris Mattison on this journey through the cloud 
forests and rainforests to capture images of rare frogs, insects, 
birds, mammals and exotic plants.

 The forest floor offers incredible richness for the macro 
enthusiast, with many smaller species that are wonderfully 
camouflaged. Finding them usually involves hunting at night 
along forest trails, an exciting experience at any time, but 
especially when there is the possibility of encounters with a 
tarantula, many brightly coloured leaf frogs or even snakes. 

OUTLINE ITINERARY 

     
Day 1 Fly to San José & transfer to Bosque de Paz 
Day 2 Hummingbird photography at Bosque de Paz 
Day 3 Boca Tapada de San Carlos
Days 4-5  Rainforest photography at Maquenque Wildlife Refuge 
Day 6 Savegre Valley
Days 7-8 Bird photography at Los Quetzales National Park 
Day 9 Continue to Osa Peninsula
Days 10-12 Photography at Osa - Corcovado region & Golfo Dulce
Day 13 Return to San José - overnight flight
Day 14 Arrive UK

Kenya’s Birds & Wildlife 
Friday 2 - Saturday 17 March 2018
Kenya is a birdwatcher’s paradise, and on this tour we can expect 
to see around 600 species as we make our way from Amboseli 
to the Masai Mara. Delights include grey crowned crane, lesser 
flamingo, and endemic gems such as Sharpe’s longclaw or 
Aberdare cisticola. We should also see herds of zebra and 
wildebeest in the Mara, as well as a variety of other mammals.

OUTLINE ITINERARY 

 
Day 1 Fly overnight to Nairobi
Day 2 Arrive Nairobi, drive to Selenkay Conservancy
Day 3 Explore Amboseli National Park & night drive in 

Selenkay Conservancy
Day 4  Birding en route to Nairobi National Park; afternoon 

watching wildlife & birding
Day 5  Nairobi National Park; transfer to Mount Kenya
Day 6  Birdwatching in rich forest & forest edge habitats
Day 7  Birding in the highlands; transfer to Samburu
Days 8-9  Explore Samburu National Reserve
Day 10  Transfer to the Rift Valley & Lake Nakuru; birding en 

route & at Lake Elementaita
Day 11  Full day exploring Lake Nakuru National Park
Day 12  Birding at Lake Naivasha en route to Masai Mara
Days 13-14  Explore Masai Mara & Ol Kineyei Conservancy
Day 15  Birding in Masai Mara National Reserve; fly to Nairobi
Day 16  Fly to UK

NEW NEW
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Great Whales of Mexico's  
Pacific Coast 
Saturday 7 - Monday 16 April 2018

Join director, Chris Breen, on a spectacular voyage along Baja 
California’s Pacific Coast. We visit at the best time of year to  
see the blue, fin and humpback whales that congregate in Baja’s  
waters each winter. En route we witness the thrilling spectacle of 
grey whales in one of their warm water calving lagoons.  
Here, we transfer to smaller local boats for eye-to-eye encounters 
as these friendly ocean giants come right alongside our boats to 
seek attention – a never-to-be-forgotten experience! 

The rugged desert peninsula of Baja California is more than 
1,250 kilometres long, and its west coast is bathed by the cool, 
nutrient-rich waters of the Pacific Ocean. The incredible diversity 
of marine life that exists here includes whales, dolphins, turtles, 
seals, birds and over 900 species of fish. It is the place to see 
grey whales at close quarters in their breeding lagoons, and we 
also hope to see playful humpback whales breaching, along 
with blue whales, the largest mammal of all.

This voyage will combine activities including snorkelling,  
hiking, birding walks and whale watching, each supported  
by on-board naturalist guide, Rob Nawojchik.

OUTLINE ITINERARY 

  
Day 1 Fly to San Diego & overnight
Day 2 Free morning, board Searcher in the afternoon  

and sail
Day 3  Islas Todos Santos
Day 4  Islas San Benito
Days 5-6 Laguna San Ignacio
Day 7  Offshore Bahía Magdalena
Day 8  Offshore Cabo San Lucas
Day 9  Disembark at Cabo San Lucas and overnight  

flight
Day 10  Arrive UK

     I have been all over the world looking at some 
amazing wildlife, but there is something utterly 
captivating about whale watching and about Mexico’s 
Baja California peninsula. Combine the two and I think 
this is a wildlife watching holiday made in heaven. I first 
visited Baja California in 2014 and was instantly hooked 
 – in fact it is so amazing I have vowed (if at all possible)  
to return every year until the day I drop!
Having been from south to north on the eastern side of 
the peninsula, and having spent countless hours playing 
with the grey whales in San Ignacio Lagoon, for 2018  
I am going to travel down the Pacific side of the  
 

peninsula aboard the beautifully appointed M/V Searcher 
on a whale-watching and wildlife extravaganza.  
We hope to see blue whales almost as soon as we leave 
harbour, grey whales as they head north, and humpback 
whales in their feeding grounds at the southern tip of 
Baja. And of course, we will spend a couple of days at eye 
level with grey whales in San Ignacio Lagoon.
With any luck we will see sperm whales, great white 
sharks, Guadelupe fur seals and a plethora of birds, as  
well as coyotes and possibly even a rattleless rattle  
snake. It would be great if you would join me for  
what will undoubtedly be the journey of a lifetime.   CHRIS BREEN

“

”

ACCOMMODATION Comfortable hotel & vessel
PRICE FROM £4,995 
SINGLE SUPP  £ on request
PRICE INCLUDES Flights, transfers, accommodation,  

most meals & guided activities
GROUP SIZE 24 
LEADERS Chris Breen and Rob Nawojchik
TOUR CODE  MEXI4-1

Mexico 
NEW
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May 2017
United Kingdom Orkney’s Wildlife & Prehistory  Wed 3 

Spain Pyrenees & Plains Sat 6 

United Kingdom Dorset’s Coasts & Heathlands  Mon 8 

UK Dorset’s Spring Treasures     NEW    Fri 12 

Finland Brown Bear Explorer   Sun 28 

June 2017
Borneo Festival of Wildlife    Fri 2 

Spain The High Aragon  Wed 7 

France Vercors in Spring    Sun 11 

Alaska Alaskan Wilderness in Spring    Fri 16 

Austria Close-up on Alpine Nature    Sat 17 

Finland Boreal Predators Photography     NEW   Sat 17 

Mongolia Birding the Land of Genghis Khan  Sun 18 

Finland Brown Bear Explorer  Sun 18 

France Wildlife of the Dordogne in Spring  Mon 19 

Sweden Butterflies & Dragonflies in Summer   Mon 26 

July 2017
France Dragonflies in Deepest Dordogne   Mon 3 

Finland Brown Bear Explorer  Sun 9 

Iceland Principally Puffins Fri 14 

France Flower Photography in the Pyrenees   Sat 15 

Slovenia, Hungary Butterflies of the Alps, Grasslands & Coast  Sat 15 

Poland Butterflies & Moths of Southern 
Poland  Sat 15 

United Kingdom Outer Hebrides in Summer Sat 22 

Finland Brown Bear Explorer  Sun 23 

August 2017
Netherlands Waders in Friesland Thu 10 

South Africa Spring Flowers from Kalahari to the 
Cape   Sat 12 

Canada Grand Manan’s Birds & Whales  Fri 18 

USA Grand Teton & Yellowstone Solar Eclipse  Fri 18 

South Africa Flower Photography in Namaqualand   Sun 20 

France Camargue & Pyrenees in Autumn  Sat 26 

Austria Lake Neusiedl in Spring & Autumn  Sat 26 

South Africa Birds & Big Cats of Kruger  Mon 28 

Australia Top End Birding  Tue 29 

Armenia Demoiselle Cranes in Autumn  Tue 29 

September 2017
United Kingdom Isles of Scilly in Spring & Autumn Fri 1 

Italy Mediterranean Wildlife  Sat 2 

Spain Pyrenees & Plains Sat 2 

France Dordogne's Moths & More    Mon 4 

Madagascar Land of the Lemur  Tue 5 

Australia Jewels of the Kimberley Wed 6 

Poland Birding in Krakow & the Carpathians  Fri 8 

USA Canyons & Wildlife in the Land of the Navajo Mon 11 

Uganda Uganda’s Great Apes  Thu 21 

Estonia Autumn Migration in the Baltic Fri 22 

Australia Islands, Rivers & Ranges  Sat 23 

Spain Secret Wilderness of Extremadura  Sat 23 

Portugal Alentejo & Algarve in Spring & Autumn Sun 24 

October 2017

South Africa Flowers & Wildlife of the Cape & 
Garden Route    Sun 1 

Bolivia Birding in the Heart of South America  Wed 4 

Brazil Jaguars & Raptors of the Pantanal  Thu 5 

Hungary Steppe & Forests in Autumn Sat 7 

United Kingdom Outer Hebrides in Autumn Sat 7 

Germany Brandenburg Crane & Goose Concerto Thu 12 

United Kingdom Dorset’s Coasts & Heathlands  Mon 16 

Falkland Islands Birding the Falklands    Thu 19 

United Kingdom Autumn in the Scottish Highlands    Sat 21 

Spain Iberian Lynx Quest  Sat 21 

Namibia Skeleton Coast & Etosha  Sun 22 

South Africa Wildlife of Kruger & KwaZulu-Natal  Sun 22 

November 2017
Gambia, Senegal West African Birdwatch  Fri 3 

Zambia Birding in South Luangwa  Sat 4 

Argentina Wildlife & Glaciers of Patagonia    Fri 10 

India Birds & Big Cats  Sat 11 

Taiwan Taiwan Endemics & Winter Migrants  Sat 11 

Iceland Harlequins & Northern Lights in Winter  Thu 16 

Guyana Rainforests, Savannahs & Wetlands  Sat 18 

India Birding & Tigers in Central India  Fri 24 

Japan Japan’s Spectacular Winter Wildlife  Sat 25 

Sri Lanka Blue Whales & Dolphins    Sat 25 

Birds  
  

Flora  
  

Whales & dolphins  
  

Mammals  
  

Dragonflies  
  

Photography  
  

Butterflies & moths

   NEW

Your Tour Calendar 
The following symbols identify the primary focus of each small group tour and help you find your ideal wildlife holiday.
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December 2017
USA Birding the Lower Rio Grande Valley  Sat 2 

Sri Lanka Birds & Whales of Sri Lanka   Sat 2 

Costa Rica Costa Rica Cloud & 
Rainforest Photography       Sat 2 

Spain Wallcreepers & Cranes in Aragon Sun 3 

Gambia Bird Photography Safari   Tue 5 

Spain Secret Wilderness of Extremadura Sat 23 

January 2018
South Africa The Cape & Karoo   Sat 6 

New Zealand New Zealand’s Natural History  Sat 6 

Falkland Islands Falklands Wildlife Photography     Thu 11 

Guatemala Quetzal Quest in the Land of the Maya   Sat 20 

Spain Iberian Lynx Quest  Sat 27 

UK Bugs ‘n’ Beasts Indoors     NEW  Sat 27 

February 2018
Poland Bison, Elk & Wolves in Winter Thu 1 

Trinidad & Tobago The Asa Wright Experience Thu 8 

Ethiopia Ethiopian Endemics in Winter  Thu 15 

India Quest for the Snow Leopard  Sat 17 

France Camargue in Winter: Wallcreepers & 
Wetlands  Tue 20 

Ghana Quest for the Picathartes Wed 21 

Mexico Butterfly, Whale & Bird Migration    Wed 21 

Botswana, Zambia, 
Namibia Endemics & Migrants in Kalahari Waterways  Sat 24 

Costa Rica Cloudforests, Jungles & Volcanoes   Sat 24 

March 2018
Iceland Winter Orcas & Auroras   Thu 1 

Kenya Kenya’s Birds & Wildlife     NEW  Fri 2 

Malaysia Peninsular Birding  Fri 2 

Sri Lanka Blue Whales & Dolphins    Sat 3 

France Wallcreepers, Woodpeckers & Kites 
of the Dordogne  Tue 6 

Germany Brandenburg Crane & Goose Concerto Thu 8 

Morocco High Atlas, Sahara & Atlantic Fri 9 

South Africa Flora & Fauna of Zululand & the 
Drakensberg    Tue 13 

Iceland Harlequins & Northern Lights in Winter  Thu 15 

Sri Lanka Birds & Whales of Sri Lanka   Fri 16 

Finland, Norway Northern Lights, Astronomy & Wildlife  Sun 25 

Spain Secret Wilderness of Extremadura Sat 31 

April 2018
United Kingdom Highland Wildlife Break  Mon 2 

Greece Crete’s Spectacular Flowers & Wildlife  Tue 3 

Cyprus Birds & Flowers on Aphrodite’s Isle  Thu 5 

Mexico, USA Great Whales of Mexico’s Pacific Coast     NEW  Sat 7 

Portugal Alentejo & Algarve in Spring & Autumn  Wed 11 

Slovakia Spring Birding in Slovakia Wed 11 

Montenegro, Albania The Unknown Adriatic Sat 14 

France Mountains in the Med  Wed 18 

Sweden Scandinavian Spring Thu 19 

Spain Bird Photography in Extremadura    Fri 20 

United Kingdom Lewis & Harris - Seabirds & Standing Stones Sat 21 

Belarus Forest Birds of Deepest Belarus   Sun 29 

May 2018
United Kingdom Orkney’s Wildlife & Prehistory  Wed 2 

Spain Pyrenees & Plains Sat 5 

Romania Focus on the Danube Delta   Sat 5 

Tanzania Birding the Serengeti & Beyond  Sun 6 

Poland Primeval Forests & Marshes Mon 7 

United Kingdom Dorset’s Coasts & Heathlands  Mon 7 

Estonia The Baltic in Springtime   Fri 11 

Hungary Steppe & Forests in Spring Sat 12 

France Wildlife of the Dordogne in Spring   Mon 14 

United Kingdom Dorset’s Spring Treasures     NEW    Fri 18 

Austria Lake Neusiedl in Spring & Autumn  Sat 19 

United Kingdom Isles of Scilly in Spring & Autumn Sat 19 

Hungary Spring Photography of the Steppe & Forests  Sun 20 

Zambia Birding in David Livingstone’s Footsteps  Sun 20 

June 2018
France Vercors in Spring    Sun 10 

Finland Boreal Predators Photography     NEW    Sat 16 

Austria Close-up on Alpine Nature   Sat 16 

To view full details of our comprehensive collection of 
birding and wildlife holidays please go to our website 

www.thetravellingnaturalist.com.

   NEW
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South Australia's Islands,  
Rivers and Ranges
With a mix of waterways, wetlands and mudflats, heath and 
forested areas, the famous semi-dry mallee, and the deserts, 
South Australia is home to several distinct habitats. Each of 
these habitats has its own complement of endemic avifauna 
and iconic wildlife. 

Join expert Peter Waanders on this exceptional 15-day tour 
to South Australia which combines a diversity of wildlife-rich 
habitats and where we hope to see over 200 species of birds 

including Cape Barren goose, little penguin, freckled duck and 
three species of cockatoo. We also look out for many fascinating 
endemic mammals, including short-beaked echidna, southern 
hairy-nosed wombat, koala and kangaroo.

01305 267994
sales@thetravellingnaturalist.com 
www.thetravellingnaturalist.com 

Photographs courtesy of: Ashley Grove, Chris Mattison, Mike Read, Felix Felger, Nick Garbutt.  
Apologies for any omissions.
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The Travelling Naturalist
Long Barn South, Sutton Manor Farm
Bishop's Sutton
Alresford, Hampshire 
SO24 0AA

The Travelling Naturalist is part of The Natural Travel Collection, 
a small independent travel company specialising in sustainable 

wildlife and birdwatching holidays. 

Sat 23 Sep 2017 15 days
£4,795 per person | Single Supp £645
Leader Peter Waanders Group Size 12

Late Availability
Some places remain on the following trips all of which are guaranteed to operate.

Country Tour Name Date Leader Days

UK Orkney’s Wildlife & Prehistory 3 May Steve Duffield 8

Spain Pyrenees & Plains 6 May Richard Cash 8

UK Dorset’s Coasts & Heathlands 8 May Bob Ford 4

UK Dorset's Spring Treasures 12 May Alex Hyde & Nick Garbutt 3

Finland Brown Bear Explorer 28 May 
18 Jun

Jani Määttä 8

Spain The High Aragon 7 Jun Richard Cash 8

Austria Close-up on Alpine Nature 17 Jun Alex Hyde & Nick Garbutt 8

Finland Boreal Predators Photography 17 Jun Bret Charman 6

Mongolia Birding the Land of Genghis Khan 18 Jun Bayanmunkh Dashnyam 16

Sweden Butterflies & Dragonflies in Summer 26 Jun Daniel Green 7

2017 brochure
Contact us to 

order your copy

Tailor-Made Wildlife Holidays
Our sister company, Wildlife Worldwide, is an award-winning  
specialist tour operator. Focusing on tailor-made wildlife  
travel experiences for the independent traveller, we offer  
an unparalleled range of opportunities to see the finest  
wildlife in the world.
Contact our expert wildlife team to help plan your holiday  
of a lifetime and to order a copy of our seasonal brochure.

www.wildlifeworldwide.com


