
 

 

 

Camargue in Winter 

Wallcreepers and wetlands 

 
Monday 22 – Saturday 27 February 2016 (6 days) 

 
Join us in the Camargue in search of specialities as the perfect antidote to our grey, 
winter weather - a dose of excitement as the days start to draw out! 
 
Winter in the Camargue, one of Europe’s great river deltas, is a superb time to visit, with birds 
here in their tens of thousands. 
 
Masses of wildfowl, waders, birds of prey, and Greater Flamingos haunt the wetlands, while 
high alpine species are wintering in the drier country around, waiting for the warmer weather 
to arrive. These include Wallcreeper, often a difficult species to get to grips with in breeding 
habitat but easier to see at this time as they forage for insects on the low cliff-faces in and 
around the lovely town of Les Baux. Other mountain birds that descend here for the winter 
include Alpine Accentors, which hang around the village in small flocks. 
 
Out on the steppe-like habitat of La Crau, Little Bustards also spend the winter – in the past 
we have seen more than 150 in one flock alone. 
 
Resident birds elsewhere in the area range from the majestic Eagle Owl to the humble Rock 
Sparrow – the latter in the historic setting of the magnificent Pont du Gard Roman aqueduct. 
 
Our five-night break is based once again at a hotel near Arles, between the former estuary of 
the Durance River and the wetlands of the Camargue making access to either very easy. 
 
Itinerary 
Days 1 - 5 
We take a scheduled early morning flight from London to Marseille, giving us the chance of 
some afternoon birdwatching before continuing to the hotel. 
 
We guess that many clients will be keen to go looking for Wallcreepers as soon as possible… 
so we will visit the limestone hills of Les Alpilles on a number of occasions until we spot the 
crimson-winged butterfly-like flight of this species, which overwinters here. We will have time 
to explore the attractive town of Les Baux and could even see Wallcreepers on the house 
walls here too. 
 
Other gems of the area include Dartford and Sardinian Warblers, Serin and Cirl Bunting 
together with Bonelli’s Eagle and wintering Alpine Accentors. Among the more common 
residents are Black Redstart, Blue Rock Thrush, Raven and Common Buzzard.  
 
A visit to the dry steppe-like habitat at La Crau could give us views of the many Little 
Bustards, which spend the winter in the area. Pin-tailed Sandgrouse could also be seen as 
they start their courtship displays or feeding in loose flocks. Raptors include Red Kite, 
Peregrine and Hen Harrier. 
 
But it will be the Camargue itself that produces views of vast numbers of birds. Wildfowl will 
be counted in thousands with Teal as the main species. Shoveler, Mallard, Pintail, Gadwall, 
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Tufted Duck and Pochard will be common while on some of the lagoons we will look for Red-
crested Pochard and Ferruginous Duck. 
 
Where there is food the predators are sure to be close behind and we can expect to see 
scores of Common Buzzard together with Marsh and Hen Harrier, Merlin and Peregrine. 
There may be eagles too with White-tailed and Spotted seen occasionally. 
 
Cetti’s Warbler and Bearded Tit will be heard in the reed beds while Penduline Tits winter in 
small numbers. Waders include Avocet, Snipe, Dunlin, Little Stint and Grey Plover. Greater 
Flamingos will be found in the brackish lagoons, which also hold Black-necked Grebes. 
Five nights Saint-Martin de Crau 
 
Day 6 
We catch a return flight from Marseille to London. 
 
Accommodation 
Our base for this tour is a hotel near Arles. This hotel’s position gives us easy access to the 
stony plains of La Crau, the wetlands of the Camargue and also the hills of the Chaine des 
Alpilles, the areas where most of our birding will take place. The rooms are clean and 
comfortable and the meals follow the usual style of continental breakfasts and lovely 
Provencal evening meals. We will have picnic lunches out in the countryside. There is free 
WiFi internet connection if you need it!  
 
Leaders: Mike Read  
  
Numbers:  Max. 7 clients  
 
Price:   £   1,495        
Single supp.:  £      120 
Deposit:  £      300 per person 
 
The price is per person, and is fully inclusive of accommodation as detailed above, meals, 
incidental tips, return scheduled flight* London-Marseille-London, minibus transport, 
admissions, and leadership. 
 
The price excludes holiday insurance, drinks (although, as mentioned above, wine is included 
with meals) and other personal expenses. 
 
*For an ex-flight cost (ex-Marseille) please deduct £ 150 from the tour cost. 
 
Booking 
 
Please make sure you are happy with the booking conditions that appear on our website at: 
http://www.naturalist.co.uk/booking 
If you would like us to post or email you a copy then we will be happy to do so. 
 
Financial Security 
 
The Travelling Naturalist is a fully bonded Tour Operator. We hold an ATOL (Air Tour 
Operator’s Licence) issued by the CAA which regulates the entire travel industry, providing 
you with complete  
financial protection and a guarantee on all monies we receive from you. 
 
 
 
Telephone: 01305 267994 
  01962 302086 
 
Email:  info@naturalist.co.uk 
 
 

http://www.naturalist.co.uk/booking

