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Transylvania & Hungary <

Saturday 17 - Sunday 25 September 2011

Saturday 15 - Sunday 23 September 2012

Birds and Bears

(9 days)
(9 days)

xtend across a huge swathe of temperate

Eurasia, eastwards to Mongolia and beyond. In
only one place does a part of this vast steppe
wilderness extend a finger into Europe - the plains
of Eastern Hungary.

Transylvania is a wild mountainous land, which
hosts one of Europe’s best populations of large
mammals, the star of which must be the Brown
Bear. Our tour should give us the opportunity to
observe these impressive creatures in the wild from
special hides, and to learn more about their lives. In
addition we will look for tracks of Wolf and Lynx.

A superb range of birds is possible on this tour,
and could include Great Bustard, Red-footed and
Saker Falcons, and Wallcreeper, to mention just a
few.

-rve sweeping landscapes of the steppe country
e

Itinerary

Day 1 : We take a morning scheduled flight London -
Budapest, and drive eastwards to the Hortobagy.
On the way we might stop to search for one of
Hungary’s real specialities, Eastern Imperial Eagle
and we have a good chance of seeing Saker Falcon
during our stay.

The world-famous Hortobagy Puszta, part of the
Great Hungarian Plain, forms the westernmost piece
of the Asiatic Steppe in the heart of Europe.
Overnight Hortobdgy

Day 2 : The marshes and lakes of the puszta at this
time can be alive with resident and migrant wetland
birds. The vast grasslands are home to the
magnificent Great Bustard which has a healthy
population in the area. The fishpond systems of the
Hortobagy attract numerous waterfowl, and the
profusion of bird life always attracts some of the
area’s White-tailed Eagles.

If we are lucky we might still see the impressive
gathering of hundreds of, and sometimes over a

We take an autumn tour with an imaginative itinerary to two strikingly different
areas in Eastern Europe: the Hortob4dgy in Eastern Hungary and Transylvania in
Romania for an excellent variety of habitats and birds, and a chance to see some of

Europe's largest mammalian predators!

thousand Red-footed Falcons, as they come to their
night roost.
Overnight Hortobdgy

Day 3 : We continue our journey eastwards towards
Romania.

Pretty soon we reach the first hills of
Transylvania, crossing them at King Pass, an
excellent viewpoint. Transylvania is a huge area,
bordered by the ridges of the Carpathian Mts. a few
hundred miles away to the east and south. We will
make several short stops for birds until we arrive in
the heart of the Harghita Mountains, an area of
ancient forests and hand cut meadows.

Overnight near Székelyudvarhely

Day 4 : We start to explore the beautiful forests and
meadows of the Harghita Mountains. Here we will
search for typical mountain species.

After an early dinner we will have our first chance
to go to one of the bear-watching hides. Depending
on the success of this evening, we have a second
chance the following day.

Overnight near Székelyudvarhely

Day 5 : We start the day early, as we are heading to
the lek site of the rare Capercaillie, but it is often
tricky to get a good view of this magnificent bird.
Early morning can also give us the chance to spot
them perched on the tops of the huge spruces.

The beautiful meadow near the peak holds
Water Pipit, while our short walk along the forest
road might bring us Crested Tit and hopefully
Nutcracker. After our picnic lunch we have a little
rest and then a short drive takes us to the bear-
watching hides.

Overnight near Székelyudvarhely

Day 6 : Today is Wallcreeper day, in one of the very
few places where it is possible to see this star bird

Hargita Mountains and Red-footed Falcon (Photos : Ecotours Hungary)

TRIP DETAILS

ACCOMMODATION : Good hotels with all rooms
en suite. For lunches we usually visit some
excellent local restaurants, or picnic in the forest.

LEADER : Gabor Orban
NUMBERS : Max. 14 clients
PRICE : £ 1,795

Single supp. : £ 205

Deposit : £ 300 per person

The price per person includes return flights from
London — Budapest*, airport taxes, 8 nights’
accommodation, all meals, incidental tips, coach
transport and the services of the leaders.

The price excludes holiday insurance, optional tips
for the driver and local guide, drinks, and other
personal expenses.

*For an ex-flight cost of the tour
(Budapest/Budapest) please deduct £ 125 per
person from the tour cost.

without a long and arduous walk. The dramatic
walls of the Bicaz Gorge hold several pairs of
Wallcreeper in the summer, and some of them are
still around at this time, sometimes even feeding a
few feet away from the road.
Overnight near Székelyudvarhely

Day 7 : Today we leave the Harghita area and drive
westwards towards the World Heritage village of
Rimetea, also known by its Hungarian name
Torockd, where we can enjoy the excellent local
cuisine. We stay in a superb family-run hotel, with
the stunning views of the nearby massive Secler
Rock, towering above us up to 1,200 m.

The area boasts wonderful tranquil scenery: a
unique landscape dotted with tiny farms of the local
people whose life has hardly changed for centuries:
men work and travel using buffaloes and donkeys,
while women wash the clothes in the streams. It is
like a trip through time that will be hard to
forget!

Overnight near Torocko

Day 8 : In the morning we will visit

the breathtaking Turda Gorge
where both Syrian Woodpecker
and Golden Eagle can occur.
After a short visit to this scenic
place we head back towards
Hungary to spend our last night
in the Hortobagy.
Overnight Hortobdgy

Day 9 : After breakfast we will
have a short birding walk before

leaving the Hortobagy and heading
to Budapest to catch our return flight
home, with birdwatching en route if
time permits.

For any queries, or to make a reservation, please contact us on 01305-267994
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