and from the colony all around you, is a truly thrilling
arctic experience. We may also be able to visit a
Polish research station in the area.

The cruise will be on the Plancius, an expedition
cruise ship that spends much of its time in the Arctic
and Antarctic, operated by Oceanwide Expeditions.
Shore excursions will be made by Zodiac, and we’ll
be in the experienced hands of the Oceanwide
guides.

An expedition cruise is always exciting because
of its unpredictability. Every decision made by the
expedition leader is based on weather, sea ice,
travelling times, and, of course, the appearance of
wildlife - especially Polar Bears!

A final waming — these cruises book up early —
please don’t leave it too late or all the cabins will
have gone!

Outline Itinerary:

Day 1: We take an evening flight to Oslo where we
stay overnight, or, alternatively, depending on flight
schedules, we may continue to Longyearbyen for an
overnight stay there.

Overnight Oslo/Longyearbyen

Day 2 : We fly from Oslo to Longyearbyen arriving
either at lunchtime or in the early hours of the
morning. We embark on the Plancius in the
afternoon.

Nine nights cruise on Plancius

Day 11 : We disembark at Longyearbyen in the
morning, and fly in the afternoon to Oslo, where we
connect with an evening return flight to the UK.

Plancius

M/v “Plancius” started her life in 1976 as an
oceanographic research vessel for the Royal Dutch
Navy and was named “Hr. Ms. Tydeman”. In June
2004, the vessel was taken out of active service and
was purchased by Oceanwide Expeditions in
December 2006.

Available for Polar expeditions, the vessel has
been completely rebuilt as a 112-passenger vessel
and complies with the latest SOLAS-regulations
(Safety Of Life At Sea), is classed by Lloyd’s Register
in London, and will fly the Dutch flag.

The vessel is comfortable and nicely decorated,
but is not a luxurious vessel. Our voyages in the
Arctic and Antarctic regions are and will still be
primarily defined by an exploratory educational
travel programme, spending as much time ashore as
possible. This vessel will fully meet our demands to
achieve this.
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Polar Bear and cubs (Photo: Rebecca Nason)

The vessel is manned by 30 international crew
members (inc. 10 stewardesses/cabin cleaners), 6
hotel staff (4 chefs, 1 purser and 1 steward-barman),
6 expedition staff (1 expedition leader and 5 guides-
lecturers) and 1 doctor.

Please see our website for a deck plan.

Walrus (Photo: Rebecca Nason)

TRIP DETAILS

ACCOMMODATION : Cabins as described above
subject to availability. All cabins are en suite.

TRANSPORT : Transport from the ship to shore is
by Zodiac (rubber boat). Entry and exit from the
Zodiac is assisted. Most landings are ‘wet
landings’ requiring the wearing of Wellington
boots.

WALKING : At most landings there is a choice of
walks varying from fairly energetic to quite slow,
exploratory walks which enable passengers to
look at plants, rocks, footprints, birds and
mammals. The slow walks could be less then a
km, while longer walks could be of several kms.

LEADERS : Rebecca Nason and guides from
Oceanwide Expeditions.

NUMBERS : The ship carries a maximum of 112
passengers. We send one leader for every 14 of
our clients.

PRICES PER PERSON :

Quadruple share with porthole £ 4,995
Twin/Double with porthole £ 5,995
(as single £ 9,445)
Twin/Double with window £ 6,195
(as single £ 9,795)
Twin/Double deluxe £ 6,495
Superior £ 6,995

Deposit: £ 1,400 per person

The prices are per person, and are fully inclusive
of return flights London/Longyearbyen*, overnight
accommodation in Oslo/Longyearbyen, the cruise,
meals in Spitsbergen, shore excursions by Zodiac
and activities throughout the voyage, leadership,
taxes and port charges.

The prices exclude travel insurance, optional tips
to leaders and crew, drinks, meals in Oslo, and
other personal expenses.

*For a cost starting and finishing the tour in Oslo,
please deduct £ 145 pp from the tour cost.

This trip will be operated in conjunction with
Limosa Holidays.

Know before you book!: For travel health advice, please refer to: www.nathnac.org
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