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AA  ccrruuiissee  ttoo  tthhee  ttrruuee  HHiigghh  AArrccttiicc,,  ttoo  wwiittnneessss  iittss  ccoouunnttlleessss  sseeaabbiirrddss,,  iittss  wwiillddffoowwll  aanndd
wwaaddeerrss  oonn  tthheeiirr  bbrreeeeddiinngg  ggrroouunnddss,,  aanndd  iittss  wwhhaalleess,,  sseeaallss,,  PPoollaarr  BBeeaarrss  aanndd  WWaallrruusseess!!
WWee’’vvee  cchhoosseenn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  vveerryy  bbeesstt  ttiimmeess  ooff  yyeeaarr  ttoo  cciirrccuummnnaavviiggaattee  tthhee  iissllaanndd  ooff
SSppiittssbbeerrggeenn  aanndd  eexxpplloorree  tthhiiss  mmoosstt  aacccceessssiibbllee  ooff  hhiigghh  aarrccttiicc  rreeggiioonnss..

SSaattuurrddaayy  2211  --  TTuueessddaayy  3311  JJuullyy  22001122  ((1111  ddaayyss))

Spitsbergen
TThhee  aacccceessssiibbllee  HHiigghh  AArrccttiicc  iinn  SSuummmmeerr

S
pitsbergen, with its rugged mountains, fjords,
sweeping tundra, ice caps and glaciers, is the
largest island of the Svalbard archipelago, and

only 600 miles from the North Pole. In June the
southern part of Spitsbergen becomes ice-free, but
it is not until July that the whole of Spitsbergen
opens up to ice-strengthened vessels. It is then that,
with luck, we can visit the remote north and east
coasts, with their abundance of arctic wildlife,
including millions of Little Auks and other seabirds,
whales, Polar Bears and Walruses. At this time of
year, during the brief Arctic summer, Spitsbergen
has constant daylight. The tundra responds with a
rich array of flowers where Reindeer graze, while
birds rush to raise their young before the Arctic
winter sets in.

We begin the cruise at Longyearbyen, the
administrative centre of Spitsbergen, with a
population of over 3,000. The coasts are ice-free in
the summer and colourful wild flowers, mosses and
lichens abound.  Here we can encounter the only two
land birds – Ptarmigan and Snow Bunting – and
may see our first Purple Sandpipers feeding along
the shore, along with the ubiquitous Arctic Terns,
Glaucous Gulls and blue-phase Fulmars.

We may visit the world’s northernmost
settlement, Ny Ålesund. Here Long-tailed Ducks
breed on the village pools, along with Red-throated
Divers and both Pink-footed and Barnacle Geese on
the surrounding tundra, which also harbours
breeding Arctic and Long-tailed Skuas.  Svalbard
Reindeer graze, and Arctic Foxes roam, and at this
time of year the flowers can be superb. Grey
Phalaropes in their stunning red breeding plumage
can also be encountered along this coast along with
King and Common Eiders. Ivory Gulls are regularly
found around the bow of the ship as she pushes
through ice. If we are lucky we may find the rare
Sabine’s Gull on its breeding grounds on the island
of Moffen, an area that can be approached by the
ship, but where we are not allowed to land. The
even-rarer Ross’s Gull can be seen in some years.

Depending on the ice conditions we will
circumnavigate Spitsbergen clockwise or anti-
clockwise, with the emphasis on locations in the
east where Polar Bears abound. During these
voyages we will encounter a lot of sea ice and have a
chance to observe impressive calving glaciers at
close quarters. Our timing of the trip will give us the
best chance of cruising the Hinlopen Strait, between
Spitsbergen and the isle of Nordaustlandet, and
around the eastern isles of Barentsøya and
Edgeøya, where we hope to encounter Walruses and
several species of seal, including Bearded, Ringed
and Harp Seals. Seabirds will be encountered
frequently and will include Little Auks and

Brünnich’s Guillemots as well as Black Guillemots, a
few Puffins and Kittiwakes, all of which may be
harassed by the ever-watchful Arctic and Pomarine
Skuas. At Diskobukta on the island of Edgeøya we
visit a canyon with thousands of breeding Kittiwakes
– Arctic Foxes and Polar Bears regularly roam around
the base of the cliffs. If possible we will visit
Tusenøyane, where we will see the well-preserved
remains of 17th century whaling activities. We hope
to encounter Minke and Beluga Whales in this area.

In West Spitsbergen lies the large and rugged
Hornsund Fjord, which has imposing glaciers and a
rich marine fauna. As a result it has huge breeding
colonies of Little Auks, one of which is readily
accessible. To stand almost within arm’s reach of
groups of Little Auks, whilst thousands more fly to

Little Auks and (right) Grey Phalarope (Photos: Rebecca Nason)

Mountains and glaciers on Spitsbergen
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