chance of seeing Southern Right Whales before we
catch a flight to Calafate.

Next day we explore the spectacular National
Park of Los Glaciares and drive to the awesome
Perito Moreno Glacier. At this time of year, the pale
blue meltwater and blue and white ice is set off
wonderfully by the flaming red of the Chilean
Firebushes. The National Park also has some fine
local bird specialities including Spectacled Duck,
Austral Parakeet, and Austral Pygmy Owl, as well as
a lovely range of flowers including the superb Dog
Orchid.

Two nights Calafate

Days 8 - 10 : We fly south to Ushuaia, which claims
to be the most southerly town in the world, on the
southern coast of Tierra del Fuego. In a spectacular
setting beside the Beagle Channel, surrounded by
forests, mountains and glaciers, Ushuaia has a real
frontier-town feel. The shoreline is excellent for
birds, with Kelp and Upland Geese, Blackish and
Magellanic Oystercatchers feeding on the rocks, and
the lovely Dolphin Gull patrolling the harbour.
Although at the equivalent latitude to southern
Scotland, Ushuaia also has a true sub-Antarctic
climate. We hope for at least some good weather
during our stay!

Next day we head for the mountains and
Southern Beech forests of the Tierra del Fuego
National Park. The ancient forests themselves are
wonderfully atmospheric places, not unlike our
beechwoods in England, but with amazing
quantities of dead timber lying about. This provides
good feeding for some of the local specialities
including the dramatic Magellanic Woodpecker. One
of the most fascinating features of this area is to see
how the birds occupy similar niches to their
European counterparts: the Nuthatch-like White-
throated Treerunner, and the Treecreeper-like Thorn-
tailed Rayadito are two examples.

We’llalso take a boat trip on the Beagle Channel,
with snowcapped peaks on either side, and with an
opportunity to see something of the wonderful
variety of South Atlantic seabirds. Possibilities
include Black-browed Albatross, Southern Giant
Petrel, Southern Fulmar, and Common and
Magellanic Diving-petrels. On the water, both
Flightless and Magellanic Steamer Ducks can be
found, and we may see the odd Gentoo Penguin
amongst the colonies of Magellanic Penguins. On
the trip we’ll visit Harberton, one of the oldest farms
in Tierra del Fuego. The settlement of the area was
described by Lucas Bridges in his fascinating book,
‘The Uttermost Part of the Earth’, and, three
generations later, the Bridges family will still be
welcoming us here.

Three nights Ushuaia

Day 11 : We catch a return flight back to Buenos
Aires.
Overnight Buenos Aires
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Day 12 : We have a morning free in Buenos Aires
before catching our return flight back to London,
arriving on Day 13.

Iguazi Extension

Days 12 - 14 : A morning flight will take us north-
east, to the Brazilian border. We are heading for the
renowned Iguazi Falls, perhaps the most exciting in
the world. The falls are surrounded by humid
subtropical forest, a habitat more common in
adjacent Brazil and offering some superb tropical
birdwatching.  Tanagers, antbirds, toucans,
manakins, parrots, motmots, trogons and tyrant
flycatchers will thrill us.

The falls themselves are truly one of the world’s
most impressive. Access is outstanding: a series of
walkways bring you right up to the thunder and
spray of the water, and to the Great Dusky Swifts
that cling precariously to the rocks behind. We stay
in a hotel on the Argentinian side, close to the falls
and the reserve, and with excellent birdwatching in
the grounds.

Three nights Iguazii Falls

Day 15 : We fly back to Buenos Aires to connect with
the afternoon flight back to London, arriving on
Day 16.

Patagonia & Iguazi

Saturday 22 October - Friday 4 November 2011

Iguazia Falls extension to Monday 7 November
2011

Please see 2011 brochure
and website for full details!

Iguazu Falls
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