
SO
U

TH
 a

n
d

 C
EN

TR
A

L 
A

M
ER

IC
A

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

C
A

R
IB

B
EA

N

10 Know before you book!: For general travel advice, please refer to: www.fco.gov.uk/travel

WWee  ttoouurr  tthhee  wwiillddss  ooff  PPaattaaggoonniiaa  ffoorr  ppeenngguuiinnss  iinn  tthheeiirr  mmiilllliioonnss,,  CCoonnddoorrss  oovveerr  tthhee
AAnnddeeaann  ggllaacciieerrss,,  SSoouutthheerrnn  RRiigghhtt  WWhhaalleess  aanndd  EElleepphhaanntt  SSeeaallss  oonn  tthheeiirr  bbrreeeeddiinngg
ggrroouunnddss,,  tthhee  sseeaabbiirrddss  aanndd  ffoorreessttss  ooff  TTiieerrrraa  ddeell  FFuueeggoo,,  aanndd  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd’’ss  mmoosstt
aawwee--iinnssppiirriinngg  sscceenneerryy..  AAlloonngg  wwiitthh  aann  eexxtteennssiioonn  ttoo  tthhee  mmiigghhttyy,,  bbiirrdd--rriicchh  IIgguuaazzuu  FFaallllss,,
tthhiiss  mmuusstt  bbee  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  vvaarriieedd  ttoouurrss  wwee  ooppeerraattee!!

SSuunnddaayy  1188  --  FFrriiddaayy  3300  NNoovveemmbbeerr  22001122  ((1133  ddaayyss))
IIgguuaazzúú  FFaallllss  eexxtteennssiioonn  ttoo  MMoonnddaayy  33  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22001122  ((33  ddaayyss))      

Patagonia
TThhee  UUtttteerrmmoosstt  PPaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  EEaarrtthh

ARGENTINA

Iguazu

Calafate

Valdes

Buenos Aires

Ushuala

�

�

�

�

�

P
atagonia is one of the world’s wildest and most
biologically fascinating areas. Forming the
closest continental land mass to the Antarctic,

connected to the supreme diversity of the South
American tropics, and isolated from the rest of the
world’s temperate zones, it has a unique
assemblage of wildlife, first described in any detail
by Charles Darwin. Indeed it was his experiences in
Patagonia as much as on the Galapagos that
inspired “The Origin of Species”.

It is a rugged, wild country. We begin our journey
in the harsh, windswept deserts of the Valdes
Peninsula where we immediately get a flavour of the
astonishing contrasts as we watch colourful
Burrowing Parrots, inspect some lovely flowering
cacti, and watch offshore for Magellanic Penguins
and Southern Right Whales!

Further south, we travel down to Tierra del
Fuego, with its array of Southern Ocean seabirds,
Antarctic scenery and evocative ancient forests,
before heading up into the Andes, where Andean
Condors vie for attention with some of the most
stunning glacial scenery on Earth.   

Finally an extension will take us, in startling
contrast, right up into the tropical forests of Iguazú,
for a feast of tropical birding, and what many
describe as the most spectacular waterfalls in the
world!

IIttiinneerraarryy
PPlleeaassee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  tthhee  pprreecciissee  iittiinneerraarryy  mmaayy  cchhaannggee
ddeeppeennddiinngg  oonn  fflliigghhtt  sscchheedduulleess..

DDaayy  11  ::  We take an evening flight from London
Heathrow to Buenos Aires, arriving the next day.

DDaayy  22  :: We arrive in Buenos Aires in the morning,
with time for a visit to the excellent Costanera Sur
reserve later.  If the water levels are high, this can be
teeming with waterfowl, including Lake Duck,
Coscoroba and Black-necked Swans, Red-fronted
and Red-gartered Coots, and a host of passerines,
while a variety of raptors patrol the lagoons.
Overnight Buenos Aires

DDaayyss  33  --  55  :: We fly to Trelew, and travel to the tip of
the Valdes Peninsula at Punta Delgada, looking for
Burrowing Parrots and other local specialities en
route. We stay for three nights at a converted
lighthouse in a superb setting, with its own Elephant
Seals and Southern Sea-lions on the beach below.

The Valdes Peninsula is a rugged headland
almost cut off at its base by two huge bays, and
affords shelter to a huge concentration of both birds
and marine mammals. We’ll spend a day in the
southern part of the peninsula, with its dry steppe-
like habitats. Here Lesser Rheas and Elegant-crested
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Tinamous stalk the plains, while Cinereous Harriers
quarter the grasslands. Amongst the scattered
bushes we look for local specialities including
White-browed Cachalote, Patagonian Canastero,
Scaly-throated and Band-tailed Earthcreepers, and
Mourning Sierra-finch. Amongst the mammals the
remarkable hare-like Mara can be found here, while
the desert-like flora will include an array of cacti in
flower.

Offshore there is a chance of passing seabirds
including Southern Giant Petrel, and here and there
are rookeries of Fur Seal and Southern Sea-lion with
their attendant Snowy Sheathbills.  

A boat trip will take us right out into one of the
bays to get close to the Southern Right Whales for
which the area is famous. The whales allow the
small boats remarkably close, and, with luck, we’ll
see the huge adults ‘breaching’ – leaping clear from
the water – or ‘lobtailing’ – thrusting their tail flukes
out of the water before smashing them down on to
the surface.

We have a chance of seeing dolphins and
seabirds feeding on the anchovy swarms here too –
in the past we have seen Dusky Dolphins feeding all
around the boat. 
Three nights Punta Delgada

DDaayyss  66  --  77  :: We drive back to Trelew, with a final

Imperial Cormorants and Dolphin Gulls in the Beagle Channel
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