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BBrraaccee  yyoouurrsseellvveess  ffoorr  bbrreeaatthhttaakkiinngg  sscceenneerryy  aanndd  ssoommee  ooff  tthhee  wwoorrlldd’’ss  mmoosstt
ffaasscciinnaattiinngg  eennddeemmiicc  bbiirrddss  aanndd  fflloowweerrss,,  oonn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  mmoosstt  eexxcciittiinngg  wwiillddlliiffee
aaddvveennttuurreess  wwee  ooffffeerr..    NNeeww  ZZeeaallaanndd  iiss  jjuussttllyy  ffaammeedd  ffoorr  iittss  ssttuunnnniinnggllyy  bbeeaauuttiiffuull  aanndd
vvaarriieedd  llaannddssccaappee  ooff  ccooaassttlliinnee,,  ffoorreessttss,,  mmoouunnttaaiinnss  aanndd  ffjjoorrddss,,  aanndd  iittss  hhaarrdd--ttoo--mmaattcchh
aarrrraayy  ooff  eennddeemmiicc  wwiillddlliiffee..  

SSuunnddaayy  1188  NNoovveemmbbeerr  --  SSaattuurrddaayy  11  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22001122  ((1144  ddaayyss))
NNoorrtthh  IIssllaanndd  eexxtteennssiioonn  ttoo  SSaattuurrddaayy  88  DDeecceemmbbeerr  22001122  ((77  ddaayyss))

New Zealand 
KKiiwwiiss  aanndd  KKookkaakkooss

T
his year for added flexibility we have divided the
tour into two, the main tour concentrating on
the spectacular scenery, seabirds and Kiwis of

South Island, and the extension including the
endemic birds and volcanic scenery of North Island.

A hundred million years of isolation have made
New Zealand very much a world apart in
evolutionary terms. The absence of land mammals
has given its native birds room to adapt and move
into the mammal niches, relatively free of predators.
Thus they have evolved into a truly fascinating
avifauna, including the famous nocturnal flightless
Kiwi, but with many other uniquely-formed and
often tame species.

The plants are also highly distinctive and we
shall be seeing a splendid range of these as we
travel through the New Zealand spring. And,
perhaps best of all, there is the spectacular scenery.
Landscapes range from the volcanoes and ancient
forests of North Island to the fjords, alpine glaciers
and rushing rivers of South Island, dominated by
towering Mount Cook, and culminating in the
awesome granite peaks of Fiordland.

Our tour is a wildlife extravaganza, covering the
islands from south to north, and visiting a superb
range of the New Zealand habitats on land and sea.  

We will explore some of the wildest and most
spectacular parts of South Island in search of more
endemics and a host of seabirds along the coast and
inlets. Experiences include one of the most
memorable night-birding trips in search of Kiwis that
you’ll ever undertake, close encounters with
penguins and parrots – sometimes on the same
beach – and above all, arguably the most

impressive and varied scenery in the world.
The extension begins with probably the most

stunningly close encounter with seabirds you’ll ever
have, then crosses the Cook Strait to North Island.
We spend a day in the ancient podocarp forests
here, where the primitive, endangered Kokako calls
eerily from the treetops, continuing with the myriads
of Siberian waders joining the distinctive Wrybill on
the Firth of Thames, and finally we sample an
excellent array of the endemic landbirds on Tiri Tiri
Matangi Island, near Auckland.

In addition to a superb variety of birds and
scenery, New Zealand also boasts good

accommodation and excellent home-grown food
and wine.

The tour has been devised and organised for us
by New Zealand’s foremost wildlife tour operator,
Mark Hanger.

PPlleeaassee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  tthhee  mmaaiinn  ttoouurr  aanndd//oorr  eexxtteennssiioonn  ccaann
bbee  iinnccoorrppoorraatteedd  iinnttoo  yyoouurr  oowwnn  pprriivvaattee  vviissiitt  ttoo  NNeeww
ZZeeaallaanndd..  WWee  ccaann  oorrggaanniissee  yyoouurr  fflliigghhttss  oouutt  oonn  aannyy
ddaayyss  yyoouu  cchhoooossee,,  oorr  lleeaavvee  yyoouu  ttoo  mmaakkee  yyoouurr  oowwnn
aarrrraannggeemmeennttss..

OOuuttlliinnee  IIttiinneerraarryy
DDaayyss  11  --  22  ::  Scheduled flight from London –
Christchurch via Auckland.

DDaayy  33  :: Arrive in the morning at Christchurch Airport
to meet the local tour leader Mark Ayre. We drive
down the east coast to Dunedin. In the afternoon we
cruise down Otago Harbour to Taiaroa Head.
Overnight Dunedin

DDaayy  44  :: We depart across South Island for Fiordland
National Park where we stay for two nights. 
Overnight Te Anau Downs

DDaayy  55  :: The Upper Hollyford Valley contains superb
subalpine herbfields and boulderfields, home to the
elusive Rock Wren, as well as the threatened Kea.  In
the afternoon we take a cruise on the fabulously
scenic Milford Sound, with its sheer cliffs of granite,
and dramatic waterfalls.
Overnight Te Anau Downs

Watching seasbirds off Kaikoura
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Kokako (Photo by tour participant Cliff Gilbert)
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