Days 9 - 10 : Volcanoes are very much the theme of
this stage of the tour as, en route to Uruapan, we
pass several including the relatively new and still
active volcano of Paricutin which only dates from
1943. We shall take a break at Lake Zirahuen which
is a good spot for water birds and spend time at a
butterfly site near Tingambato where there are also
some impressive archaeological remains. Uruapan
itself enjoys a sub-tropical climate and we shall
have the opportunity of seeing the waterfalls and
forests which form part of a small national park
within the city itself.

We shall stay overnight at one of the town’s
finest hotels, right at the entrance to the park with
beautiful grounds and its own pool.

Two nights Uruapan

Day 11 : Guadalajara is Mexico’s second largest city
but has a very different feel to the capital, retaining
lots of parks, old colonial squares and open space.
En route from Uruapan, we will call in at the Salunas
de Chapala which is a RAMSAR wetland site
renowned for its birds, amphibians and mammals.
Our hotel is away from the bustle of the city centre
set high on a hill in its own grounds with impressive
all round views.

Overnight Guadalajara

Day 12 : Our hotel is close to the airport which is
where we head the following morning for our early
morning flight to La Paz, the main city on Baja
California. This 800 mile peninsula is very different
to the rest of Mexico and is particularly renowned
for its sea mammals which will provide a focus for
the remaining days of our tour. Today, as an
introduction, we take a boat trip to Isla Espiritu
Santo where there is a large colony of Californian
Sealions to be seen. Our hotel is right on the
seafront and a stroll along the promenade will
produce a good selection of gulls and waders as
well as views of terns, frigatebirds and pelicans
fishing out to sea.

Overnight La Paz

Day 13 : After breakfast, we cross the peninsula to
the west coast. The landscape is quite
extraordinary: very dry and arid and dominated by
giant cacti and other succulent plants. The lagoons
off the Pacific coast of Baja California, together with
the Sea of Cortez which separates the peninsula
from mainland Mexico, have probably the highest
density of marine mammals of anywhere in the
world.

We will be based on the west coast around
Magdalena Bay where each year Gray Whales
gather in the shallow waters to give birth. There is

TN 2012 Pages:TN 2005 INTRODUCTION 3/8/11 14:51 Page 29 $

Roosting Monarchs at Sierra de Chincua (Photo: Mike Williams)

something incredibly moving about seeing these
gentle giants close to and we should be able to see
all aspects of their natural behaviour including
breaching and spy-hopping.

Now fully protected, the numbers of these
wonderful mammals has increased from a very low
ebb at the height of whaling to around twenty
thousand. Eco-tourism has played a big part in this
dramatic recovery and we shall take a trip by boat
out into the bay to see the whales. Sealions and
Dolphins can also be occasionally spotted and there
is a varied birdlife to enjoy. We stay for one night in
a hotel right on the side of the bay.

Overnight Lopez Mateos

Day 14 : Today, offers a second chance to see Gray
Whales followed by a picnic lunch on Isla
Magdalena in the middle of the lagoon. In the
afternoon, we return to La Paz arriving in plenty of
time for our farewell dinner at the hotel.

Overnight La Paz

Day 15 : This is our final day in Mexico and we shall
catch an early morning departure from La Paz
airport to connect to our return flight from Mexico
City to London arriving on Day 16.

A Gray Whale emerges from the shallow waters of the
San Carlos channel (Photo: Mike Williams)
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