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Canada - Grand Manan i

Birds and Whales

Grand Manan

Monday 20 - Wednesday 29 August 2012

(10 days)

CANADA . Join us for an early autumn bird and whale spectacular on Canada’s eastern
Fundy seaboard - shorebirds and warblers on migration, excellent seabird possibilities,

’ and probably the best time for whale watching.

marine wonders of the world, an amazing eco-

system powered by the highest tides in the
world. Fundy’s mighty currents create cold-water
upwellings resulting in an abundance of food for
marine life and producing one of the greatest — and
most accessible — concentrations of whales and
seabirds in the North Atlantic. Fin, Minke,
Humpback and the extremely rare Northern Right
Whale congregate here in August to feed their
young, play and mate.

During our stay, we’ll enjoy two special boat trips
out into the bay in search of whales and seabirds.
We should be rewarded with close views of the
various whales feeding and sometimes even
breaching, and we’ll look for seabirds such as Great
and Sooty Shearwaters and tiny, pattering Wilson’s
Storm-petrels. Our encounters with these sprites of
the sea were breathtaking on our last trip.

The intertidal zone is equally rich in life,
attracting thousands of shorebirds on migration.
The forests, reminiscent of the Canadian North, can
be full of warblers and other songbirds fattening up
on insect food before beginning their arduous trek
southwards.

N ew Brunswick’s Bay of Fundy is one of the

Itinerary
Day 1 : We take a direct flight
from London to Halifax,
Nova Scotia, arriving in the
evening. A two-hour drive
through the Canadian
forests  takes us
to  Sackville, New
Brunswick, a delightful
university town for dinner
and our first overnight stay.
Overnight Sackville

Day 2 : Early morning will find us
strolling through the waterfowl park in
Sackville. Despite being in the middle of town this
reed-fringed lake is a haven for waterfowl and
waders.

We will visit the National Historic Site of Fort
Beausejour, strategically situated on a hill with great
views all round. Given fine weather we may get our
first views of migrating raptors from here.

In the afternoon we continue on to Bouctouche
on New Brunswick’s eastern shore. The English
flavour experienced just a few miles before gives
way to French joie de vivre: the contrast is
fascinating. We stay at a former nunnery, now a
comfortable inn specializing in French cuisine and
fine wines.

Overnight Bouctouche

Day 3 : Today we will explore the Dunes of
Bouctouche, an ecosystem of international
significance, and home to rare plants and fragile
marshes.

Overnight Bouctouche

Day 4 : We take most of the morning to drive to

One of the whale-watching boats leaves harbour (Photo
by tour participant Chris Milner)

Black’s Harbour, where the ferry leaves for Grand
Manan. Just waiting for the ferry can be quite
entertaining with Bald Eagles and Ospreys soaring
past and perhaps a procession of Monarch
butterflies beginning to migrate south.

We may get our first glimpse of pelagic birds
from the ferry to the island on the 9o-minute
crossing. It is not unusual to spot Harbour Porpoise,
Minke, Fin and Humpback Whales from the ferry,
accompanied by huge flocks of wheeling gulls.
Overnight Grand Manan Island

Day 5 : We take a boat trip out for
our first  whale-watch.
Cetacean species common
in the bay include Harbour
Porpoises and the rare
North  Atlantic Right
| Whale - arguably the
most endangered large
animal on earth. These
¥ wonderful mammals come

to feed their young in this
part of the bay and this is
probably the best time of year for
a sighting.

Where there are whales we often watch
seabirds since they are attracted by the same food.
Flocks of Great and Sooty Shearwaters, Wilson’s and
Leach’s Petrels can be impressive.

We spend the morning on the boat, in the
afternoon driving to the island’s south-west head
with its attractive cliffs of columnar basalt and a
good range of flowers and butterflies. With Sharp-
shinned Hawk and Merlin on the move, the
possibility of migrant raptors is good.

Overnight Grand Manan Island

IRIEDETAVLS

Migrants here can be abundant, and we’ve seen ten
species of warbler in one visit.

Sunsets are spectacular from The Whistle, on the
west side of the island. A clear sky at night will see
us doing a spot of star-gazing.

Overnight Grand Manan Island

Day 8 : We take an early ferry off the island to drive
to Fundy National Park which boasts the world’s
highest tides. Starting in mid-July, as many as two
million Semipalmated Sandpipers and other waders
pass through the Bay of Fundy on their autumn
migration.

We stay in an elegantly-furnished inn near
Mary’s Point.
Overnight Mary’s Point

Day 9 : After breakfast we will visit Hopewell Rocks,
one of the Bay of Fundy’s most famous attractions.

We then drive back to Halifax for our return flight
to London, arriving on Day 10.

Day 6 : We take a second
morning boat trip in
search of whales and
seabirds. In the afternoon
we will investigate other
wildlife sites on the
island.

Overnight Grand Manan
Island

Day 7 : We'll spend the
day exploring the island.

The shores of Grand Manan Island and, inset: Breaching Northern Right Whale (Photos by tour participant Pam Phillipson)
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