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specialities, including the dashing Vermilion
Flycatcher and Cactus Finch and see some of the
local farms. This is the best place for Giant Tortoises,
often seen grazing alongside cattle at this time of
year, and much endemic flora. Back down at Puerto
Ayora, the main Galapagos town, we’ll visit the
Charles Darwin Research Station for a look at their
captive breeding programme, and a chance to meet
Lonesome George, the last tortoise of the Isla Pinta
race.

Overnight we’ll make the long crossing west to
Isabela and Fernandina. Here we can see one of the
key endemic species, Galapagos Flightless
Cormorant. As in the other islands, we’ll also be able
to see a variety of Darwin’s Finches, including Large
Cactus Finch. The endemic Lava Gulls can also be
found. Wedge-rumped Storm-petrels nest, and, true
to Galapagos’ unique style, they are active by day!
The waters to the west of the islands offer the best
chances for encountering cetaceans, including both
Bottle-nosed and Common Dolphins, and with a
chance of Humpback and Bryde’s Whales.

We then head back to Bartolomé, a spectacular
islet with some wonderful views across Santiago,
superb geology, and a colony of Galapagos
Penguins. We cross to Santiago, or James Island. The
volcanic lava cones of James Island have some good
surrounding rock pools, alive with the orange and
yellow Sally Lightfoot Crabs, but it is the Galapagos
Fur Seal that is the main wildlife attraction here
together with some recent lava flows. Here it is
possible to go swimming or snorkelling, sometimes
in the company of Pacific Green Turtles!

Seven nights Galapagos cruise

Day 9 : We bid our farewells to the Enchanted Isles,
and fly back to Quito. There should be time for a
short city tour, before our farewell dinner at one of
the city’s fine Ecuadorian restaurants.

Overnight Quito

Day 10 : There is a chance to shop for local crafts
near the hotel before departure to the airport after
lunch. We depart on a scheduled flight returning to
London, arriving on Day 11.

Ecuador Cloudforest extension (2011)
Superb birdwatching in the Andean Cloud-forests
Days 10 - 12 : Instead of flying home we drive north
and head straight over the crest of the western
Andes, stopping for lunch in temperate forest with a
wonderful array of hummingbirds and tanagers
amongst others. We continue down to the
subtropical forest at about 1,200m. The forest here
holds toucans, cotingas, hummingbirds, parrots,
the startlingly-coloured Toucan Barbet, Golden-
headed Quetzal and many more Neotropical gems.
One morning we rise early to look for one of
Ecuador’s most sought-after and yet most elusive
species, Andean Cock-of-the-Rock. These incredible
scarlet-orange creatures must surely be one of the
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world’s most beautiful birds. We’ll spend the rest of
the day birdwatching amidst the superb cloud
forest here. Next day we drive to a lower altitude for
a new range of forest specialities.

Three nights Mindo

Day 13 : We drive south and then east over the high
Andes, with time to look for the impressive Giant
Hummingbird, and across the Papallacta pass. If
the weather is on our side, we have a chance to see
Andean Condors in a magnificent setting, together
with a few high altitude specialities. We spend one
night at Guango, a small lodge with outstanding
hummingbird feeders.

Overnight Guango Lodge

Days 14 - 15 : After a morning walk in the lodge
grounds, we descend the eastern slopes of the
Andes to Hacienda San Isidro. This is situated in a
lovely valley surrounded by forest-covered ridges,
and is a superb birdwatching area.

Nearby rivers cascading down from the Andes
are host to superb Torrent Ducks and Sunbittern,
while the surrounding forests hold toucans,
antbirds, warblers, thrushes and vireos galore. If
time allows we have the option of driving down to
more lowland forest for a further range of species.
Two nights San Isidro Lodge

Day 16 : After a final morning’s birdwatching at San
Isidro, we head back over the Papallacta pass,
pausing again if we have time and then into Quito
for our final night’s stay.

Overnight Quito

Day 17 : There is a chance to shop for local crafts
near the hotel before departure to the airport after
lunch. We depart on a scheduled flight returning to
London, arriving on Day 18.

Cloud-forest at Guango Lodge (Photo: Keith Grant) Inset: Plush-capped Finch (Photo: John Muddeman)

Know before you book!: For travel health advice, please refer to: www.nathnac.org

Giant Tortoise (Photo: John Muddeman)
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Wild Ambitions:

Tailor-made Galapagos holidays

Our sister company, Wild Ambitions, can provide
tailor-made Galapagos holidays at almost any
time of the year — please contact us to discuss
details and prices. Please contact Wild
Ambitions on info@wildambitions.co.uk
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