
SO
U

TH
 a

n
d

 C
EN

TR
A

L 
A

M
ER

IC
A

 a
n

d
 t

h
e 

C
A

R
IB

B
EA

N

18

Galapagos & Ecuador 
TThhee  EEnncchhaanntteedd  IIsslleess  aanndd  CClloouudd--ffoorreessttss

L
ying 600 miles away from the continent of South
America, the remote isles of the Galapagos have
played a central role in the history of man’s

ideas. Named “The Enchanted Isles” by the first
sailors because of the mist that often hid them from
sight, they have had a long history as a haven for
both explorers and pirates. But it was Charles
Darwin’s observations of the relationships between
the islands’ species, inspiring one of the most
revolutionary of scientific theories, that ultimately
caused the human species to look at itself quite
differently. 

Today the scientific value of these isles in
providing a natural laboratory of ecology and
evolution is probably greater than ever. The
Galapagos Islands are one of the most remarkable
wildlife sites in the world.  As well as their twenty-six
endemic bird species and amazing seabird colonies,
they have many unique creatures, including Giant
Tortoises and Marine Iguanas. Formed by volcanic
action, never joined to any continent, and still very
isolated, these islands display a classic evolutionary
history. But it is probably the tameness and
abundance of the birds and other wildlife that make
the Galapagos uniquely attractive to anyone with an
interest in the natural world. 

Their position in the cold Humboldt current
flowing north from the Antarctic, and bringing

nutrients to the surface, make the surrounding
waters rich in fish and plankton, and account for the
huge numbers of seabirds here, including,
amazingly on the equator, Galapagos Penguin. The
underwater world is no less fascinating, and,
although the water can be surprisingly cool, there
will be several chances to snorkel over the reefs and
submerged volcanoes around the Galapagos
shores, looking at the enormous diversity of fish,
including huge Manta Rays, sharks (including
Scalloped Hammerhead), as well as turtles and
some of the other abundant marine life.

To get the best out of our visit, we’re opting to
cruise around the islands on a small luxury motor-
yacht, the Beluga. With just 16 passengers in double
cabins, each equipped with private facilities, the
yacht is fully air-conditioned (lovely when you come
back in for lunch!) and has a nine-man crew. It is a
longer boat than most of its class, and there is
plenty of deck space for watching seabirds and
marine life, also providing superb photographic
opportunities. It is also one of the fastest, meaning
less time spent travelling between the islands.
Smaller yachts have much more flexibility than the
larger vessels, and we’ll be able to enjoy a really top
quality experience during our voyage through the
islands. Landings – some wet, some dry – will be
made from small open ‘pangas’ or dinghies.

Our extension
takes us to the cloud

forests and high altitude
páramo of the Andes, for a

feast of birdwatching, where we
search for some fabulous birds including Andean
Cock-of-the Rock, Andean Condor, Sword-billed
Hummingbird and Torrent Ducks!  

PPlleeaassee  nnoottee  tthhaatt  wwee  ccaann  aallssoo  qquuoottee  ffoorr  ttaaiilloorr--
mmaaddee  eexxtteennssiioonnss  aanndd  iittiinneerraarriieess  iinn  EEccuuaaddoorr..

IIttiinneerraarryy
DDaayy  11  :: We take a scheduled flight from London to
Quito, arriving in the evening. 
Overnight Quito

DDaayyss  22  --  88  :: We take a morning flight from Quito to
the small island of Baltra in the Galapagos, where
we board Beluga, our boat that is to be our home for
the next seven days.  Where we go depends on the
weather, but a provisional itinerary should proceed
as follows: 

After we meet our local guide and the crew, we
set sail from Baltra to tiny North Seymour, where we
make our first landing, after having had lunch
offshore. Here we’ll see our first incredibly tame
Blue-footed Boobies to step carefully around, with
Magnificent Frigatebirds inflating their outrageous
gular pouches at eye-level.  

As next day dawns we’ll find ourselves off
Española, with immense colonies of Blue-footed
and Nazca Boobies, and the superb Waved
Albatross. Here too can be found the highly
distinctive pink and purple Marine Iguanas of this
remote island. The following day we head west to
Floreana, an island with a poignant human history,
and the famous barrel in which to post your cards
(and wait for our leader to post them back!).  The
Devil’s Crown is a sunken volcano with nesting
Audubon’s Shearwaters and Swallow-tailed Gulls,
and a chance to snorkel with sea-lions!   

Santa Cruz is one of the oldest islands, with lush
vegetation in the highlands.  We travel up to the brim
of an extinct volcano to look for a number of landbird
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TThhee  iisslleess  ooff  tthhee  GGaallaappaaggooss  aarree  ssuurreellyy  oonn  eevveerryy  wwiillddlliiffee  eenntthhuussiiaasstt’’ss  ddrreeaamm--lliisstt  ooff
ppllaacceess  ttoo  vviissiitt..    JJooiinn  uuss  ffoorr  aa  ccrruuiissee  aarroouunndd  tthheessee  ‘‘eenncchhaanntteedd  iisslleess’’  oonn  oonnee  ooff  tthhee  bbeesstt
ooff  tthhee  ssmmaalllleerr  vveesssseellss  ooppeerraattiinngg  tthheerree..  AAnndd  wwhhyy  nnoott  ccoommbbiinnee  tthhiiss  wwiitthh  aa  ttrriipp  ttoo  tthhee
ffaabbuulloouuss  cclloouudd--ffoorreessttss  ooff  tthhee  AAnnddeess,,  wwiitthh  aa  ddaazzzzlliinngg  aarrrraayy  ooff  bbiirrddss..

TThhuurrssddaayy  2277  OOccttoobbeerr  --  SSuunnddaayy  66  NNoovveemmbbeerr  22001111  ((1111  ddaayyss))
CClloouuddffoorreesstt  eexxtteennssiioonn  ttoo  SSuunnddaayy  1133  NNoovveemmbbeerr  22001111  ((77  ddaayyss))
TThhuurrssddaayy  2255  OOccttoobbeerr  --  SSuunnddaayy  44  NNoovveemmbbeerr  22001122  ((1111  ddaayyss))
CClloouuddffoorreesstt  eexxtteennssiioonn  ttoo  SSuunnddaayy  1111  NNoovveemmbbeerr  22001122  ((77  ddaayyss))

Our vessel, the Beluga (Photo: John Muddeman)

Know before you book!: For general travel advice, please refer to: www.fco.gov.uk/travel

Magnifcicent Frigatebirds (Photo: Mike Read)
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