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Elephant Seals.

Falkland Islands

South Atlantic Wildlife Spectacular

Wednesday 11 - Wednesday 25 January 2012

Wednesday 2 - Wednesday 16 January 2013

FALKLAND IS.

(15 days)
(15 days)

Journey with us to the most accessible of the sub-Antarctic Islands, a land of
albatrosses, penguins, Sea Lions and Elephant Seals.. plus a warm and very British

welcome.
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ife — which means an abundance of food for the

seabirds and sea-mammals. These are present in
greater abundance and diversity than the North
Atlantic but the problem for wildlife enthusiasts has
always been the inaccessibility of the area and the
islands which are home to many of the species.

With direct flights from the UK with the RAF,
however, and a well-established infrastructure to
accommodate special-interest high-quality tourism,
the Falkland Islands are simply the most accessible
place to see breeding colonies of true sub-Antarctic
species such as Black-browed Albatross,
Rockhopper, Magellanic, Gentoo and King
Penguins, Snowy Sheathbills and Southern Giant
Petrel. And, as with all the wildlife here, most are
extremely approachable, giving unparalleled
opportunities for photography. With a maximum
group size of only seven or eight, places will go fast
on this tour - so do book early!

Tim Earl is one of the pioneers of Falklands
tourism, and has led over twenty groups there, his
firstin 1987.

-I-he rich seas of the South Atlantic are teeming with
|

Provisional Itinerary
Please note that this itinerary may change according
to flight schedules.

Day 1 : We take a late evening departure from RAF
Brize Norton, Oxfordshire. The approximate
duration of the flight is eight and a half hours to the
refuelling stop at Ascension Island where there is a
chance of seeing the endangered Ascension Island
Frigatebird. The onward flight to Mount Pleasant,
Falkland Islands, is seven and a half hours.

Days 2 - 3 : We arrive early afternoon at Mount
Pleasant Airport — with luck a Typhoon jet escort will
accompany us for the last hour. We drive to our
hotelin Darwin where we’ll be welcomed by our host
Sheena Ross. Those not wishing to rest will have a
chance to go out and get a first flavour of Southern
Atlantic wildlife. We should see our first Upland
Geese, Correndera Pipits and endemic Falklands
Flightless Steamer Duck along the shore, with
Southern Giant Petrel and Brown Skua out to sea.
Hospitality in the Falklands is excellent and our first
taste of it here will be a special treat.

Next day we will be walking the shoreline,
looking for Magellanic and Blackish Oystercatchers,
Black-crowned Night-herons, Rufous-chested
Dotterels, Kelp and Ruddy-headed Geese and our
first Magellanic Penguins. On the land we will start
to familiarise ourselves with the Red-backed Hawks,
Falkland Thrushes, Black-chinned Siskins, Long-
tailed Meadowlarks and Dark-faced Ground-tyrants.

In the company of local historians Ken & Bonnie
Greenland we will visit San Carlos and Goose Green,
and may persuade Ken to talk us through the 1982
Battle of Darwin.

Note : some rooms here are not en-suite, but we
have the hotel to ourselves.
Two nights Darwin

Days 4 - 6 : We take a FIGAS (Falkland Islands
Government Air Service) flight in a 9-seater Islander
aircraft to the superb and wildlife-rich Carcass
Island. Here the absence of introduced predators
has allowed birds to thrive, including large colonies
of Magellanic and Gentoo Penguins. Owners Rob &
Lorraine  McGill's farmhouse hospitality is
legendary. The island has superb wildlife including
pods of Commerson’s and Peale’s Dolphins.

While on Carcass we will enjoy (weather
permitting) a day-trip by boat to West Point Island,
which lies to the extreme north-west of the Falkland
islands, and was formerly known as Albatross
Island. A colony of over 2,000 pairs of Black-browed
Albatross nest on the ‘Devil’s Nose’ — a spectacular
rocky outcrop. There is also a colony of Rockhopper
Penguins. Dolphins are frequently seen from the
boat and Orcas are possible.

Three nights Carcass Island

For further information, please visit www.naturalist.co.uk






