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ACCOMMODATION : Good quality hotels with all
rooms en suite. 

LEADERS : Tim Earl and Antero Topp

NUMBERS : Max. 12 clients

PRICE : £ 1,895
Single supp. : £    170
Deposit : £    300 per person

The price is per person and includes scheduled
return flights London-Tallinn, airport taxes,
accommodation, all meals, incidental tips,
transport and the services of the leader(s).

The price excludes holiday insurance, optional tips
to the local driver & guide, drinks, and other
personal expenses.

For an ex-flight cost (starting and finishing the tour
in Tallinn) please deduct £ 105 from the tour cost.

This trip will be operated in conjunction with
Limosa Holidays.

TRIP DETAILSTRIP DETAILS

OOnn  tthhee  sshhoorreess  ooff  tthhee  EEaasstteerrnn  BBaallttiicc  iiss  aa  ccoouunnttrryy  ooff  wweettllaannddss  aanndd  ffoorreessttss,,  wwhheerree  vvaasstt
nnuummbbeerrss  ooff  bbiirrddss  ccoonncceennttrraattee  eeaacchh  sspprriinngg  bbeeffoorree  tthheeyy  ffllyy  oonn  ttoo  tthheeiirr  bbrreeeeddiinngg
ggrroouunnddss  iinn  aarrccttiicc  FFiinnllaanndd  aanndd  RRuussssiiaa..    JJooiinn  uuss  iinn  oonnee  ooff  EEuurrooppee’’ss  nneewweesstt  aanndd  mmoosstt
eexxcciittiinngg  bbiirrddwwaattcchhiinngg  ddeessttiinnaattiioonnss  --  EEssttoonniiaa!!  

SSaattuurrddaayy  2288  AApprriill  --  SSaattuurrddaayy  55  MMaayy  22001122  ((88  ddaayyss))

Estonia
SSpprriinngg  mmiiggrraattiioonn  iinn  tthhee  BBaallttiicc

F
ew places in Europe can match the excitement of
watching Estonia’s amazing wildlife. In late April
and early May, birds – especially wildfowl and

waders – pass through this tiny country in their
millions, pausing to feed and rest here before pushing
on northwards to the tundra and forests of Lapland.

Our visit is timed to coincide with massed flights
of Common and Velvet Scoters, Long-tailed Ducks,
Red-throated and Black-throated Divers, and skeins
of Barnacle, Bean and White-fronted Geese (with the
occasional Lesser White-front) migrating up the
Baltic Sea. We will also enjoy Black Storks and
woodpeckers in Estonia’s ancient forests, ‘lekking’
Great Snipe and Black Grouse, and magnificent Elk
(or Moose) in the marshes.

In spring, the vast flocks of wildfowl include
handsome Smew, and this natural bounty attracts
predators such as White-tailed, Lesser Spotted and
Golden Eagles. We’ll watch for Caspian Tern, Lesser
Spotted and White-backed Woodpeckers, Citrine
Wagtail and possibly Grasshopper and Savi’s
Warblers, Thrush Nightingale and Brambling, while
mammals of note include Mountain Hare, Red
Squirrel and, with luck, European Beaver.

It is not just this superb mix of wildlife which
makes this such a brilliant trip. Time has stood still
in Estonia, a country still caught in a wonderful time
warp, where the farms are rustic and agricultural

techniques favour birds and man. The country is
beautiful, mainly rural with pretty landscapes and
rustic buildings (a little like Old England between
the wars).

The accommodation is good throughout with
wholesome meals and friendly staff. Roads are good
and distances small giving lots of time for
experiencing the wildlife.

OOuuttlliinnee  IIttiinneerraarryy
DDaayyss  11  --  33  ::  We take a scheduled flight from London
to Tallinn, and meet our Finnish guide at the airport,
before travelling to Haapsalu (Estonia). 
Three nights Haapsalu

DDaayyss  44  --  55  ::  We drive south via Pärnu to
Häärdemeeste, where we stay for two nights amid
the superb ancient forests of the area. 
Two nights Häärdemeeste

DDaayyss  66  --  77  :: Today we head inland to Tartu, close to
the Russian border. 
Two nights Tartu

DDaayy  88  ::  We travel back to Tallinn airport for our
afternoon flight home.

Tallinn

Tartu
Haapsalu
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Häärdemeeste

Common Cranes (Photo: Antero Topp)

The shores of Matsalu Bay teem with wildfowl in spring (Photo: Antero Topp)

Middle Spotted Woodpecker (Photo: Antero Topp)

What you say:
“Wouldn’t have missed the trip in any way; it was
FABULOUS!” 

S.M., Cheshire.
“Terrific leaders, terrific group, great birds!”

J.V.G. & M.B., USA.

ESTONIA

Know before you book!: For general travel advice, please refer to: www.fco.gov.uk/travel
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