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The shores of Matsalu Bay teem with wildfowl in spring (Photo: Antero Topp)

Estonia

Spring migration in the Baltic

Saturday 28 April - Saturday 5 May 2012

CEED)

On the shores of the Eastern Baltic is a country of wetlands and forests, where vast
numbers of birds concentrate each spring before they fly on to their breeding
grounds in arctic Finland and Russia. Join us in one of Europe’s newest and most
exciting birdwatching destinations - Estonia!
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watching Estonia’s amazing wildlife. In late April

and early May, birds — especially wildfowl and
waders — pass through this tiny country in their
millions, pausing to feed and rest here before pushing
on northwards to the tundra and forests of Lapland.

Ourvisit is timed to coincide with massed flights
of Common and Velvet Scoters, Long-tailed Ducks,
Red-throated and Black-throated Divers, and skeins
of Barnacle, Bean and White-fronted Geese (with the
occasional Lesser White-front) migrating up the
Baltic Sea. We will also enjoy Black Storks and
woodpeckers in Estonia’s ancient forests, ‘lekking’
Great Snipe and Black Grouse, and magnificent Elk
(or Moose) in the marshes.

In spring, the vast flocks of wildfowl include
handsome Smew, and this natural bounty attracts
predators such as White-tailed, Lesser Spotted and
Golden Eagles. We’ll watch for Caspian Tern, Lesser
Spotted and White-backed Woodpeckers, Citrine
Wagtail and possibly Grasshopper and Savi’'s
Warblers, Thrush Nightingale and Brambling, while
mammals of note include Mountain Hare, Red
Squirrel and, with luck, European Beaver.

It is not just this superb mix of wildlife which
makes this such a brilliant trip. Time has stood still
in Estonia, a country still caught in a wonderful time
warp, where the farms are rustic and agricultural

Few places in Europe can match the excitement of

techniques favour birds and man. The country is
beautiful, mainly rural with pretty landscapes and
rustic buildings (a little like Old England between
the wars).

The accommodation is good throughout with
wholesome meals and friendly staff. Roads are good
and distances small giving lots of time for
experiencing the wildlife.

Outline Itinerary

Days 1- 3 : We take a scheduled flight from London
to Tallinn, and meet our Finnish guide at the airport,
before travelling to Haapsalu (Estonia).

Three nights Haapsalu

Days 4 - 5 : We drive south via Pdrnu to
Hadrdemeeste, where we stay for two nights amid
the superb ancient forests of the area.

Two nights Hddrdemeeste

Days 6 - 7 : Today we head inland to Tartu, close to
the Russian border.
Two nights Tartu

Day 8 : We travel back to Tallinn airport for our
afternoon flight home.

ESTONIA

1P DETALLS

Middle Spotted Woodpecker (Photo: Antero Topp)

What you say:

‘Wouldn't have missed the trip in any way; it was

FABULOUS!"

SM., Cheshire.

“Terrific leaders, terrific group, great birds!"

JV.G.& M.B, USA.






