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Dorset
Monday 7 - Thursday 10 May 2012 (4 days) é;}@ 4
Weymouth 7 I
Join Bob Ford as we go back to our roots on a spring break in our wonderful home R ;\i e
county of Dorset, at one of its very best hotels! 7
The RSPB reserves at Radipole and Lodmoor are TRIP.DETAILS

out into the English Channel includes some

of the best sites in Britain — and some would
say Europe - to witness the spectacle of bird
migration.

Each spring and autumn thousands of migrants
break their journeys by resting on Portland’s fields
and shoreline. The fields and hedges at this time
can be alive with warblers, chats and flycatchers,
with Wheatears on the open fields. Offshore,
seabirds such as skuas and shearwaters stream
past the tip of Portland - ‘the Bill’ - en route to their
Arctic breeding areas. Some, such as the Puffin,
stop to breed on Portland’s high cliffs, along with a
growing population of Peregrine Falcons and
Ravens. Portland is also famous for producing a
surprise or two!

South Dorset with the Isle of Portland sticking

nearby with their breeding Bearded Tits and Cetti’s
Warblers. Dartford Warblers and Wood Larks are
only a few miles further away on Dorset’s
heathlands.

Our base for the week is Moonfleet Manor, a
Georgian manor house overlooking the waters of
the Fleet, a saline lagoon between the mainland and
Chesil Beach, and an excellent birdwatching spot in
its own right.
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Bearded Tit (Photo: Margaret Welby)

New Forest

Birds and wildlife of heath, woods and coast

Monday 2 - Thursday 5 July 2012 (4 days)

ANew Forest ride (Photo: Rebecca Nason)

We explore the ancient woodland, heaths, acid bogs and grazed lawns of this
fascinating area of southern England for a close look at some ofits unique flora
and fauna, together with visits to Hampshire's coastal marshes for breeding terns
and returning waders.

TRIE'DETAILS

live with dragonflies and damselflies now,

and grasshoppers and crickets will be starting
to sing, while the lawns still harbour some of our
most threatened plant species, several in flower
now. Nightjars are usually at their most active on
the warm July evenings, while Hobby, too, can be
much in evidence, especially over the ponds
catching those dragonflies. Woodlark continue to
sing throughout the summer on the open heaths.

Woodland birds can be fairly quiet at this time
of year, with a few notable exceptions. Honey
Buzzard can be very elusive here, but are probably
most easily seen at this time. On the coast nearby,
Sandwich, Common and Little Terns are feeding
well-grown young, and return wader passage is
already starting to gather momentum.

The forest is famous for its deer, and we hope to
go out at dusk in the company of a forest ranger to
gain close views of both Fallow and Red Deer.

-I-he ponds and bogs of the New Forest will be
a

For further information, please visit www.naturalist.co.uk






