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Eastern Austria

Lake Neusiedl in Spring and Autumn

Saturday 12 - Saturday 19 May 2012

Saturday 1 - Saturday 8 September 2012

(8 days)

We return to the lakes, forests and mountains of wonderful Eastern Austria in
spring at a ime when the breeding season is in full swing and the mountains are
in flower, and again in early autumn, with the excitement of passage migrants, Why
not join us - spring or autumn - for the best of central European birdwatching?

and with good reason! One of Europe’s largest
lakes, it's also one of the very best for birds. To
the east lie the splendid wetlands of the Seewinkel
and the start of the Great Hungarian Plain; to the
north, the riverine forests of the March; and to the
west, the pine-clad foothills of the Austrian Alps which
we shall access via a scenic rack-and-pinion railway
journey aboard the Fire Salamander. The whole
presents a tapestry of habitats surpassed only by the
impressive range of birds to be found there. Both
spring and autumn can be excellent for migrants and,
as a bonus, we’ll encounter an array of butterflies too.
During the week, we’ll also enjoy two or three
longer days out, travelling west to the alpine
habitats of the Hohe Wand and the Schneeberg for
the likes of Alpine Chough and Nutcracker, and
north to wonderful Marchegg reserve in search of
Black Stork, Middle Spotted Woodpecker, Eastern
Imperial Eagle, and in spring Collared Flycatcher.
One of the many joys of visiting the Neusied|
area, however, is that so much of our birding can be
done within an hour’s drive of our excellent four-
star, family-run hotel - itself just a few minutes walk
from the lake’s immense fringing sea of reed. The
hotel’s splendid buffet-style breakfasts and dinners
are another delight. Not recommended for birders
in a hurry, this tour features easy walks and a mix of
leisurely picnics and sit-down lunches taken at one
of the region’s many excellent Gasthofs. But the
hotel is well situated to provide the option of
rewarding pre-breakfast birding for those that want.
Within a short walk of our hotel lie some of
Neusiedl’s vast reed-beds. Syrian and Great
Spotted Woodpeckers, Golden Oriole and

N eusied| has long been a firm favourite of ours —

Grey-headed Woodpecker (Photo: Rebecca Nason)

Black Stork (Photo: Rebecca Nason)

Penduline Tit work the marshside willows and
poplars. Marsh Harriers constantly patrol the
shimmering sea of reeds that’s home to a host of
wetland warblers.

To the south-east of town lies the Seewinkel
National Park, a flat agricultural plain studded with
lakes fringed by flower-rich grassland that form
some of the richest bird habitats of all. The
accessibility of these shallow wetlands make them
one of the best spots for seeing some of the area’s
specialities. During the spring and autumn months,
the muddier margins prove irresistible to migratory
shorebirds.

The magnificent Great Bustard, now one of the
region’s rarest residents, still retains a foothold on
the plain. By visiting early in the day, before the
grasslands vanish beneath a shimmering sea of
heat-haze, we shall hope for views of these
impressive birds from a special observation
platform.

To the north of Neusiedl town, lies the splendid
Marchegg reserve, a mix of ancient deciduous
woodland, marshy backwaters and lush flood
meadows, hard on the Slovakian border. River
Warblers reel unseen from the thickets in spring and
White Storks nest conspicuously in the trees, which
also provide cover for forest dwellers such as Grey-
headed Woodpecker, Collared Flycatcher and
Hawfinch. Butterflies can be numerous and may
include the exquisitely-hued Lesser Purple Emperor.
We may also travel further north since the whole
border area is great to search for Black Stork and
birds of prey.

Having thoroughly explored Neusiedl’s
lowlands, we’ll venture a little further afield to focus
on an exciting range of alpine birds, with visits to the
picturesque Hohe Wand and its near neighbour, the
Schneeberg.

Meaning ‘High Wall’, the Hohe Wand is a pine-
clad rocky plateau which rises abruptly from the
plain about an hour or so’s drive west of our hotel.
Marking the easternmost limit of the Alps, the
Schneeberg stands twice as high as the Hohe Wand.
Access to the summit area is via a delightful rack-
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ACCOMMODATION : We've been returning to the
same hotel in Neusiedl-am-See for over 20 years
now — an excellent 4-star family-run establishment
within a short walk of the famous Lake’s
reedbeds. All rooms have private facilities. The
hotel also has an indoor swimming pool and hot
tub, for exclusive use by the guests.

MEALS : All included in the price. Superb buffet
breakfasts and dinners at the hotel. Lunches are
our popular mix of picnics and leisurely sit-down
meals taken at one of the region’s traditional
restaurants or Gasthofs.

WALKING : The countryside around the lake itself
is flat and the going easy, with short walks (1-3
miles). Expect a few short uphill stretches along
good trails in the surrounding hills and mountains,
all taken slowly.

GROUND TRANSPORT: By minibus

PRINCIPAL LEADERS : Stephen Daly (spring)
Tim Earl (autumn)

NUMBERS : Max. 12 clients
PRICE : £ 1,645

Single supp. : £ 155

Deposit : £ 300 per person

The price is per person, and is fully inclusive of
return scheduled flights* London-Vienna with
meals on-board as appropriate, all
accommodation, meals, transport, Schneeberg
Mountain railway excursion, admissions, permits
and entry fees to reserves, airport taxes, tips,
map, bird & butterfly checklist, and services of
the leaders.

The price excludes travel insurance, drinks and
other personal expenses.

*For an ex-flight cost of the tour (Vienna/Vienna)
please deduct £ 145 per person from the tour cost.

Both trips will be operated in conjunction with

Limosa Holidays.
I
and-pinion  railway journey aboard the

Feuersalmander - painted in dazzling Fire
Salamander colours and pattern. Weather
permitting, the train will carry us up to the realm of
Alpine Choughs and Chamois at around 2000
metres. The alpine flowers can be superb in spring,
with many showy gentians and primulas.

Outline Itinerary

Day 1 : We catch a morning flight from London to
Vienna. Less than an hour’s drive will bring us to our
hotel in the lakeside town of Neusiedl-am-See.
Overnight Neusiedl-am-See

Days 2 - 7 : Each day we’ll be choosing from a fine
array of habitats to visit, according to local
conditions prevailing at the time.

Six nights Neusiedl-am-See

Day 8 : After enjoying a final morning birdwatching
around Lake Neusiedl, we return to Vienna and catch
our afternoon flight back to London.

further information, please visit www.naturalist.co.uk






